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INCREASE MATHER,
THE AGENT OF MASSACHUSETTS COLONY

IN ENGLAND FOR THE CONCESSION

OF A CHARTER.

N the firft volume of thefe Tra6ls, the central

figure was that of Andros, the able and refolute

reprefentative of that policy which fought to

combine the independent Colonies In one Domi-

nion of New England. The fcene of the confli(5l was cis-

Atlantic, and the vi61;ory was gained by an uprifmg of the

people in which no individual laid claim to the leaderfliip.

In our fecond volume we have colle6ted the evidences of

the farther ftrlfe which was waged on Englifli foil by thofe

who ftrove fuccefsfully to reftore to the agglomerated Colonies

their former individuality, and in a large meafure their former

freedom. Here again, one leader, Increafe Mather, ftands

out pre-eminent as the champion of his caufe, fighting

earneftly and almoft unaided againft the numerous and

obfcure enemies of Charter government. Yet important as

this



this epifode in his life appears, it is but a portion of the

fervices which he rendered to his native country, and it

would therefore be an a6t of injuflice to affix his name to

this colledlion.

We do not intend to trace the early life of Increafe

Mather, interefling as the tafk would prove, fince the fervices

which he performed as a political agent were fo widely diffev-

ered from the duties which he fulfilled as a clergyman. It

will be fufficient to fay of him, that in 1687 he might be

regarded as the leader of the clergy of Maffachufetts. The
fon of a prominent minifter, well educated, a powerful

preacher, he was chofen in 1664, at the age of twenty-five

years, pafior of the Second Church in Bofton. He not only

attended to his clerical duties with fidelity, but he was grad-

ually forced to accept the burden of other public offices. In

1680, he was Moderator of the Reforming Synod convened

to decide upon a Confeffion of Faith. In 1685, he was

appointed a6ling Prefident of Harvard Univerfity, and was

thus placed at the head of the educational fyftem of the

Colony. He had even ventured to take an adlive part in

politics, by advifing the inhabitants of Bofton at a town-

meeting, after the writ of Quo Warranto againft the Charter

had been iffued, to ftand by their privileges and not to give

away what was the inheritance of their fathers.

When therefore the inhabitants of Maffachufetts, impelled

by a profound difcontent with the centralizing government

of Andros, fought a bold, honeft and able reprefentative to

make an effort for the reftoration of their beloved Charter,

Increafe
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Increafe Mather was confeffedly the perfon, almoft the fole

one, for this high and important office. The pubHc defire

was accordingly manifefted to him, but not until he had

confulted the brethren of his church and obtained their

approval, did he confent to accept the charge.

Early in April, 1688, Mather failed for England, unpro-

vided with the formal credentials hitherto conferred by the

General Court on its Agents, but ftill confeffedly the repre-

fentative of the hopes and wants of the greater portion of

the citizens of Maffachufetts. He bore with him the Ad-

dreffes of the churches, expreffmg their thanks for the

Declaration of Indulgence recently granted by James II.

A more important part of his miffion was to lay at the foot

of the throne the complaints of the Colonifts againft the

adminiftration of Andros. His departure was hurried and

ftealthy, fmce the perfonal enmity of Randolph had led him
to annoy Mather by an unwarranted fuit. The Government

had full information of the intentions of the envoy, but

Andros was apparently too fecure in his pofition to interpofe

any reftridions.

On the 25th of May, 1688, Mather arrived at London,

where the ftate of public affairs feemed anything but propi-

tious. The clofmg ftruggle between the King and his

people had already commenced. A week before the arrival

of Mather, the feven Bifliops had figned the petition requeft-

ing the King to difpenfe with the diftribution and reading

of that Declaration of Indulgence, for which fuch loyal

thanks had been forwarded from New England. The pofi-

tion
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tion of the Agent was thus full of difficulties. On the one

hand, the King was ftill the controller of the fortunes of the

Colony, and had perhaps earned its gratitude. On the other,

it was patent to Mather that this royal favor had been fliown

againft the wiflies of the Englifli people, was pronounced to

be unconflitutional, and its acceptance might provoke a

fharp retribution at the next turn of affairs. His natural

advifers, the Englifh Diffenters, were difquieted and divided

upon the fubje6l. Macaulay, in the feventh chapter of his

hiftory, has fully defcribed the fituation of thefe fleadfafl

congregations, fo recently the object of fcorn and cruel

perfecution, now fuddenly elevated to the rank of arbiter

between the contending fadions, and affiduoufly courted by

both.

For a time a portion of the leading Diffenters were in

favor of accepting the Royal favor, and to this opinion

Mather at firfl inclined, influenced perhaps by his friends

Penn and Alfop. On the 30th of May, 1688, he waited on

the King with the Addrefs of the Congregations of New
England and a fimilar document from the inhabitants of

Plymouth Colony. James received thefe loyal effufions

gracioufly, and promifed the petitioners " a Magna Charta

for Liberty of Confcience." Two days later Mather was

again admitted into the King's clofet, and then, in reply to

a queftion, ventured to fpeak of Andros as an opponent of

the Declaration. Being inftrud:ed by James to commit to

writing the matters wherein the Colony defired relief, he

promptly prepared a petition" which he prefented on the 2nd

of July.

The
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The month of June had been full of Important events. On
the tenth, the ill-fated Prince of Wales was born, and the laft

days of the month had witneffed the triumphant acquittal of

the feven Bifliops. Amid all thefe preffmg affairs, the King

feems to have received the petition courteoufly, and repeated

the promife of his continued favor to New England. Then
occurred a flrange converfation. To the King, who had

but a few months before forced the Univerfities of Cam-
bridge and Oxford to yield a portion of their wealth and

honors to Roman Catholics, Mather now preferred a requefl

for a Charter for Harvard College. It was, he faid, hard

that the College built by Non-Conformifts fliould be taken

from them and put into the hands of Conformifts. The
King gravely replied, " It is unreafonable and it fliall not be."

Up to this time Mather had made no attempts to obtain

a renewal of the Charter of the Colony. He defired to

check the progrefs of Epifcopacy in Maffachufetts, to obtain

a favorable decifion in regard to the titles of lands here, to

which the Crown made great though vague pretenfions, and

he may have hoped to procure the recall of Andros. Thefe

proje6ls were not unreafonable, and the policy of James was

for the prefent favorable to them. The King indeed was

apparently difpofed to treat the Colonics as his own efpecial

tenants. His pofition as Proprietor of the Colony of New
York before his acceffion to the throne, had rendered him
familiar with American affairs. The opinion was now
expreffed by the Courtiers that all New England was In like

manner held by the Crown, independent of the Kingdom,
and was fubjedl to fuch laws, ordinances, and forms of gov-

ernment
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ernment, as the Crown fliould think fit to eftablifli. Hence

the King might well be pleafed to waive one form of fove-

reignty over a people over whom he claimed a fupreme

authority. He could even afford to encourage one body of

heretics to the confufion of another, if he entertained the

expedation of eventually fetting up the Roman Catholic

reliofion in all the Colonies.o

For three months Mather forbore to feek another inter-

view, though he negleded no opportunity to make friends

among thofe who enjoyed the Royal favor. His chief coun-

fellor and affociate was Sir Henry Afliurft, a wealthy baronet

and member of Parliament, whofe family had always been

friendly to New England. As a fellow Diffenter he was

attached to Mather, and was unwearied in his efforts to ferve

the Colony. Thus introduced at the outfet, Mather foon

proved his fitnefs to condu6l negotiations in the unaccuf-

tomed atmofphere of a court. In a fliort time, William

Penn, Lord Sunderland, the Earl of Melfort, and the terrible

Jeffries, were numbered among his patrons. Even Father

Petre was faid to be willing to fpeak a good word for New
England.

With the gain of fuch fupporters, the Agent feems to

have become more ambitious in his views. He hoped now

to regain the old Charter of Maffachufetts legally forfeited

fome years before. This portion of his hiftory is paffed over

rapidly in his fon's narrative, but fome fads are known. In

Auguft, Mather, a6ling with . Samuel Nowell and Eliflia

Hutchinfon, had petitioned the Lords of the Committee,

afking
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afking for a confirmation of titles and the liberty of an

Affembly, but Sunderland had plainly refufed the latter

claufe. On the 26th of September, Mather had an interview

with the King, and again had received ample promifes.

To this period, and to the pen of Mather, may be fairly

attributed the pamphlet entitled ' New England Vindicated

from the Afperfions of thofe who faid that the Charter was

taken away becaufe the Colonifts deftroyed the manufa61ures

and commerce of Ens^land.'

The King had at laft been aroufed to the dangers which

threatened him from the plans of the Prince of Orange and

his adherents. He attempted to conciliate his fubje6ls by

conceffions which mio-ht have been effe6lual earlier. Several

important fteps were taken in the month of Odiober, notably

the reftoration of their franchifes to the municipal corpora-

tions. On the 1 6th of the month, the Agents for New
England had another interview with the King, and were

regaled with more promifes. For a time it feemed as if

thefe promifes would be kept, but on a falfe report of the

downfall of the Prince's expedition, the affair was flopped,

and Mather then felt the falfenefs of his hopes. Perhaps

believing that the bad news from Holland was true, the

Agents preferred a final requeft to the Committee, afking

only to have the Council in New England remodeled and

made more efficient. Thus low had the hopes and expedta-

tions of the New England party fallen.

The readion, however, was fated to be a fpeedy one.

The
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The revolutionary movement In England was not to be

flayed by the tardy peace-offerings of the vacillating King,

and on the 5th of November, 1688, William landed at

Torbay, thenceforward to remain as the chofen ruler of the

realm. The fucceeding fteps of the revolution are well-

known ; we will cite but two dates. On the 23rd of Decem-

ber, 1688, James fled from London, and on the 13th of

February, 1688-9, William and Mary were proclaimed King

and Queen of England.

Although Mather was not adllvely concerned in the con-

fpiracy againft James, he could not have been ignorant of

what was intended. It mud be remembered that he was

not a flranger In England. After taking his degree as

Mafter of Arts in 1658, at Trinity College, Dublin, he had

preached for two years In various parts of England, and had

been chaplain to the garrifon at Guernfey. At that time he

had made many friends, and fmce his return he had culti-

vated intimate relations with the Englifli DIffenters. His

brother Nathaniel, after the Refloratlon, was for fome time a

preacher at Amflerdam. Mather had long been in corref-

pondence with the prominent DIffenters there, efpecially

with Abraham Kick, the friend of Shaftefbury, at whofe

houfe that nobleman died. It is Inconceivable, therefore,

that the Agent of Maffachufetts remained in ignoramce of

the expe(5lations and plans of the patriots.

Still, although the leaders of the Englifli DIffenters could

promife a valuable addition to the forces of the Prince of

Orange, Mather himfelf could not contribute a Angle foldler

to
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to the caufe. He could only fay that the congregations of

New England prayed for the fuccefs of the Proteftant

religion, and would joyfully acknowledge William as their

rightful King.

On the 1 8th of December, William arrived at St. James's,

and on the 21ft, the clergy of London, headed by Comp-
ton, their Bifliop, prefented an Addrefs of congratulation.

Among them were mingled fome of the Diffenting minifters,

to whofe prefence Compton gracefully referred. On the 2nd

of January, 1688-9, the Diffenting minifters to the number

of ninety or more prefented their Addrefs. Although we
do not find it ftated that Mather was prefent on either occa-

fion, the fa6l that he reprinted thefe two Addreffes in his

pamphlet entitled " The Miferies of New England," warrants

us in fuppofing that he accompanied his brethren.

On the 9th of January, 1688-9, Mather was favored with

an interview with William, being introduced by Philip, Lord
Wharton, "renowned as a diftributor of Calviniftic tra(fts and

a patron of Calviniflic divines," and father of the notorious

Thomas, Earl and Marquis of Wharton. Wharton fpoke

earneftly in favor of the petition then prefented, faying that

the New Englanders afked not for money or men, but for

their ancient privileges. The Prince replied that he intended

to take the beft care he could about it, and would fo inftru6l

his Secretary, Mr. Jephfon. Lord Wharton then carried

Mather to the Secretary and faid to him, " Coufm, obferve

this gentleman, and when ever he comes to you, receive him
as if I came myfelf."

Soon
3
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Soon after, the Agent received the alTiflance of another

powerful friend. On February ift, 1688-9, Abraham Kick

wrote from the Hague to the Princefs Mary in behalf of the

New England Colonifts, begging her " to take the firft oppor-

tunity to help them to the reftoration of their ancient Patent,

privileges and liberties."

At this time Mather muft have made public his account

of the " Miferies of New England by reafon of an Arbitrary

Government ereded there under Sir Edmund Andros," fince

a copy reached Boflon in feafon to be printed before the

end of the current year, which clofed on the 24th of March,

1689, according to our modern reckoning. Nor did his

exertions ceafe here ; being informed by Mr. Jephfon that a

Circular Letter was to be fent to all the Plantations, confirm-

ing the exifting governments until farther orders, Mather

prevailed on the Secretary to prefent a remonflrance to the

King, and fucceeded in flopping the letters for New Eng-

land. The date of the letters thus intercepted was January

1 2th, 1688-9.

This prompt a6lion was of the highcft importance to the

Colonifts. New England was thus feparated from the other

Colonies, and from that time the queftion of its Charters was

an affair to be confidered apart. But for Mather's dexterous

intervention Andros would have been confirmed, and as he

proved afterward acceptable to the Englifli Court, he would

probably have remained to complete the confolidation of the

Dominion of New England. It was indeed a turning-point

in our national hiftory.

Though



Though now fuccefsful, the moft delicate duties devolved

upon Mather. William " had been bred a Prefbyterian, and

was from rational convi6lIon a Latitudinarian," and there

was therefore no reafon to fear that during his reign Popery

or Prelacy would be forced upon the Congregationalifts of

New England. But religious liberty was not the only defire

of the great body of the Colonifts ; the reftoration of that

Charter, which as interpreted by them, granted virtually

political independence, was their deareft wifli : and that

Charter was an offence in the eyes of all parties in England.

William, as King of England, was not ready to make con-

ceffions that had been condemned and cancelled by his

predeceffors. An early effort was made by Mather, at an

intendew granted him on March 14th, 1688-9, to fecure the

Royal favor, but the King fignificantly replied to his repre-

fentations, " I believe they are a good people, but I doubt

there have been irregularities in their government."

For the prefent, the King promifed to recall Andros at

once to anfwer for any mal-adminiftration. Various plans

were fuggefled for the provifional government of New
England, and on the 26th of February, 1688-9, the King
propofed to fend two Commiffioners to take the place of

Andros until a new Charter fliould be prepared. In the

meantime, before the tidings of his Majefty's intentions

could reach them, the Colonifts had taken the decifion into

their own hands. On the i8th of April, 1689, the inhabi-

tants of Bofton rofe againfl Andros and his coadjutors, and
eftabliflied a provifional government of their own. A Coun-
cil of Safety was formed, two Conventions were held, and

on
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on the 24th of May, Bradftreet and the magiftrates chofen

in 1686 reaffumed the charge of affairs until there fliould be

other inftrudions fent from England.
't>"

The news of this revolution in New England reached

London towards the end of June, and on the 4th of July,

1689, Mather had another interview with the King. William

then expreffed his approbation of the a6lion of the Colonifts,

and on the 12th of Auguft a Royal letter was addreffed to

Maffachufetts, ratifying the affumption of government there

for the time beinsf.

Mather, while thus folicitous of obtaining the confent of

the Crown, was not regardlefs of the great power of Parlia-

ment to affift in reftoring the Charter, The Convention

Parliament, which had called William and Mary to the

throne, was flill in feffion, and was ftrenuous in reforming

abufes. By advice of his friends, Mather procured a vote of

the Houfe of Commons, "that the taking away of the New
England Charters was a grievance, and that they fliould be

reftored." A fedion to this effe6l was inferted in the Corpo-

ration Bill. This Hep was gained before Parliament took a

recefs on the 20th of Auguft, 1689.

Befides thefe appeals to the authorities, Mather evidently

fought to enlift the fympathies of the public on his fide.

We have mentioned two of his publications during the

previous nine months. His third effay feems to have been

" The Prefent State of New England," &c., licenfed July

30th, 1689, in which he gave an account of what had been

done
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done towards eflabliflilng a profperous colony under the old

Charter.

Soon after this, probably after the reaffembling of Parlia-

ment on the 19th of 06tober, a " Reply to the Vindication
"

was publiflied, which fet forth the impropriety of including

the New England Charters in the Corporation Bill. This

controverfy and the hopes of the Agents were terminated

by the fate of the main bill. After a fevere conteft between

the Whigs and Tories, the mofl important claufes of the bill

were ftricken out, and Parliament was prorogued on the 27th

of January, 1689-90. Its formal diffolution took place a few

days later.

Thus paffed away the year 1689, without any farther

change in the affairs of New England. To William, how-

ever, the year had been crowded with important events. On
the 12th of March, James landed in Ireland, and maintained

his fway over a large portion of that ifland throughout the

year. On the 7th of May, war with France was proclaimed.

The Highland clans threatened for a moment to reftore

Scotland to the Stuarts, but that chance had expired with

the death of Dundee at the battle of Killiecrankie on the

27th of July. In England the diffenfions of the rival par-

ties had required the utmoft fkill of William to prevent the

Revolution from ending in anarchy or a refloration.

Towards the end of this year alfo, the opponents of the

Charter began to make themfelves heard. Byfield and

another writer had publiflied in England the Colonifts'

verfion
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1

verfioii of the overthrow of Andros. The opinions of the

inhabitants were not however unanimoufly in favor of the

change. The Epifcopalians of Boflon fent to England a

ftrong remonftrance, and fimilar documents were forwarded

from the citizens in Charleftown and the fettlers in Maine.

Many of the magiftrates appointed or retained by Andros

were forry at his overthrow, and Gerfliom Bulkeley pubhflied

a pamphlet to fliow that the new government was illegal.

Palmer, one of the ableft of Andres's adherents, prepared in

prifon a defence of the late government, which found a

printer in the diftant Colony of Pennfylvania, and was doubt-

lefs freely circulated even in Boflon.

We may imagine, that by the beginning of the year 1690,

all of thefe documents had reached London, and early in

the year, Andros, Dudley, and feveral others of their party

were fent thither by command of the King. Mather and

Afliurft, now recognized as Agents by the reftored govern-

ment of New England, received as colleagues Eliflia Cooke

and Thomas Oakes. Very little progrefs however was made

in the year 1690 towards fulfilling the wiflies of the Colonics.

The King was bufy with more important matters. His new

Parliament met in March ; in June he landed in Ireland,

then in open hoftility to him. On the ift of July he gained

the battle of the Boyne, and five days later he entered

Dublin, virtually the vi6lor in the laft flruggle to be made

for James II. Early in September William returned to

England, and until the clofe of the year was chiefly occupied

in arranging affairs fo that he could leave England for the

camp of his allies abroad.

Mather



Mather fays that during this year he made "fome effays to

fee if by a writ of error in judgment the cafe of the Maffa-

chufetts Colony might be brought out of Chancery into the

King's Bench
;

" but this was " defeated by a furprizing

Providence." By this phrafe we are probably not to under-

fland that any fpecial accident overthrew the plan of the

Agents, but rather as we fliould now fay, " that it was provi-

dentially defeated." There can be little doubt that Mather

referred rather to fuch a divifion in the councils of the

Assents themfelves as led to an abandonment of the fcheme

of a reverfal of the judgment. Eliflia Cooke was for the

old Charter or none at all, and Oakes joined with him.

Mather and Afliurft were in favor of making the befl terms

poffible. The difputes between thefe four had gone fo far

that Cooke and Oakes would not fign the articles preferred

againft Andros before the Privy Council, April 17th, 1690,

and the profecution fell through on that ground. Hard

words were exchanged, Mather faying that the Earl of Mon-

mouth told him " that they had cut the throat of their

country in not figning," and Cooke alleging the advice of

Sir John Somers in defenfe of his condud. A falfe rumor

was circulated that Cooke and Oakes faid ' that they could

have faved the old Charter if it had not been for Mather,

and that he had betrayed his country.' Evidently the mul-

titude of counfellors had not llrengthened the hands of the

Agents.

Cooke continued an opponent to the end, and refufed to

take any fteps towards obtaining a new Charter, but the

others decided to truft to the kindnefs of the King. The
Earl
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Earl of Monmouth prefented their requeft, and it was refer-

red to the two Lord-Chief-Juftices, Holt and PoUexfen, the

Attorney-General Treby, and the Sollicitor-General Somers,

with whom Mather was on friendly terms. He was prefent

at the confultations at which the new Charter was prepared,

and the report, having been fubmitted to the King, was

forwarded to the Committee for Trade and Plantations on

the I ft of January, 1 690-1.

In 1690, the able attack upon Mather entitled "New
England's Fa6lion Difcovered " was publiflied. After the

unconditional releafe of Andros in April, his friends feem to

have been adive and eloquent in oppofmg a re-grant of a

Charter to Maffachufetts. Palmer iffued a reprint of his

Defence, wifely expunging the Scriptural arguments which

were fpecially adapted to a New England audience. Thefe

two writers not only praifed the condu6t of Andros, but

fkillfuUy difplayed the feeblenefs of his fucceffors in the

government.

In reply to them, Mather undoubtedly publiflied his

" Vindication of New England," containing the firft Petition

of the Epifcopalians of Boflon. Soon after, the Government

of Maffachufetts put forth their ftatement entitled " The

Revolution in New England Juftified and the People there

Vindicated," and the accompanying " Narrative of the Pro-

ceedings of Andros," by feveral of his Council. Indeed,

the latter pamphlet, dated at Bofton, Feb. 4th, 1 690-1, refers

efpecially to " fuch untrue Accounts as that which goes

under the name of Capt. John Palmer's, and that fcandalous

Pamphlet
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Pamphlet entitled ' New England's Faction Difcovered,' fup-

pofed to be written by an Implacable Enemy of all good

men, and a perfon that for Impudence and Lying has few

Equals in the World." By this polite defcription we learn

that Randolph was credited with the authorfliip.

Laffly, to the pen of fome friend of the Agents, we may
attribute the pamphlet called " The Humble Addrefs of the

Publicans of New England," with its infmuations that the

fecond Petition of the Epifcopalians was intended for which-

ever King might fucceed, and that their proteftations of

loyalty were worthlefs. The conteft between the two parties

was maintained by able champions, and the King as ufual

agreed with neither extreme.

On the 1 8th of January, 1 690-1, King William failed for

the Hague, where he remained until the middle of April.

As we have feen, the matter of the new Charter was in the

hands of the Committee for Trade and Plantations, and

Mather was bufy in fecuring the intereft of all who might

aid him. He publiflied a paper of " Reafons for the Con-

firmation of Charter Privileges ;

" he gained the fupport of

fuch non-conformift miniflers as had influence with noble-

men ; he fpecially obtained the good offices of Archbifliop

Tillotfon and. Bifliop Burnet. Finally, on the 9th of April,

1 69 1, he was granted an interview with the Queen, in which

her Majefly difpla3^ed her ufual kindnefs of heart, and prom-

ifed to ufe her influence with the King in behalf of the

Colony.

In
4
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In April, William returned to England for a fortnight, and

in that time Mather was favored with two interviews with

him. At the firft, he only prefented Addreffes from the

General Court, and from a number of London merchants.

On the 28th of April he had a fecond audience, when he

urged the difference between New England and the other

Colonies.

The work of preparing the new Charter was now fairly

commenced, and the firft queftion fubmitted to the King

was whether the Colonifts fhould make their own laws and

appoint their own officers, or there fliould be a Governor

appointed by the Crown, who fliould have the power of

vetoing laws. The King decided for a Royal Governor, but

avoided a dire6l decifion of the queflion as to the veto

power.

On the I ft of May, 1691, William again departed for the

Continent, and Mather foon became involved in difputes

with the Lords of the Council as to the terms to be employed

in the new Charter. The Council evidently intended that

the Governor fliould have the veto power ; Mather ftrenu-

oufly endeavored to perfuade them to adopt a plan which

the Attorney-General Treby had drawn up at his folicitation,

and by which the Governor had not this power in any cafe.

The matter was referred to the King, but he was too intent

on his campaign in Flanders to reply. Mather protefted to

the Minifters that he would fooner part with his life than

confent to their plan, or to ' anything that might infringe

any liberty or privilege that juftly belonged to his country.*

Their
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Their fignificant reply was, ' that nobody expeded or defired

his confent ; that they did not look on the Agents from New
England as plenipotentiaries from another fovereign flate

;

but that if they declared that they would not fubmit unto

the King's pleafure, his Majefly would fettle the country as

he pleafed, and they were to take what would follow.'

The irrepreffible Agent, however, continued to proteft,

and perfuaded his friends at Court, and even the Queen, to

write to the King, afking either that his plan might be

adopted, or that the Charter might be delayed until the

King's return to England. Believing that he had thus

fecured a refpite, Mather went to recruit his health " to the

Waters," probably to the fafliionable refort at Bath ; but he

was quickly recalled by the news that the King had on the

loth of Augufl: fignified his approval of the Council's plan,

and had ordered the Charter to be proceeded with forthwith.

Nothing remained but acquiefcence, and Mather now tried

only to obtain all poffible conceffions in the details. He
fucceeded in having the territories of Nova Scotia, Maine

and Plymouth annexed to Maffachufetts, but failed in having

New Hampfliire alfo included. He had the form of Oaths

amended to fuit his views, and obtained the addition of a

mofl important claufe confirming all grants made by the

General Court, notwithftanding any defe6l that there might

be in form of conveyance. The new Charter, thus framed

and amended, was figned on the 7th of Odober, 1691.

Here ended the labors of Mather as Agent for Maffachu-

fetts. On the 4th of November he waited on his Majefty to

thank



thank him for the Charter, and to notify him that the Agents

united in recommending that Sir William Phips fliould be

appointed Governor. On the 7th of March, 169 1-2, Mather

and the newly commiffioned Governor left London, and

on the 29th failed from Plymouth, under convoy of the

Nonefuch frigate, for Bofton, where they arrived on the 14th

of May, 1692.

It would be foreign to .our purpofe to attempt to explain

the differences between the old Charter and the new one, or

to account for the diffatisfa6lion which was caufed by the

change. Mather received but fcanty praife for his labor,

and was even forced to defend his acflions. It feems to us,

however, that the information colle61ed in this volume will

render it evident that the Colony was moft fortunate in its

choice of an Agent : That he was fagacious, eloquent,

dauntlefs and incorruptible : that he maintained his dignity

under trying circumflances: and that without facrificing

honefly to expediency, he proved himfelf fit to treat with

flatefmen and to gain the favor of fovereigns. If any im-

portance be attached to the growth of the political fyftem of

New England, let it be remembered, that at the moft critical

period of its hiftory, the energies of Increafe Mather gave

it a form and fliape which it has never loft.

w. H. w.



INTRODUCTION

HE fecond volume of the Andros Tradls is de-

voted chiefly to reprints of rare pamphlets

relating to the efforts made by the Agents of

the Colony to obtain a renewal of the Charter.

As was the cafe in the firft volume, it has been found impof-

fible to follow a chronological arrangement of the contents,

but it is hoped that this will not be found to be a ferious

defea.

Many of the pamphlets herein contained are reprinted for

the firft time, and the originals have been found to be of

extreme rarity. Our readers, therefore, will join us in re-

turning thanks to the liberality of thofe gentlemen who
have allowed tranfcripts to be made of the volumes in their

libraries, among whom may be mentioned John Carter

Brown, efq., George Brinley, efq., James Lenox, efq., and

S. G. Drake, efq. Similar acknowledgments are due to the

Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society and to A. C. Goodell, Jr.,

efq. Tranfcripts of one or two pamphlets have alfo been

made at the Britifli Mufeum.
Bulkeley's



Bulkeley's " People's Right to Eledion " was reprinted in

i860, in the firfl; volume of the Conne6licut Hiftorical Soci-

ety's Colle6lions. The " New England Fables," by Cotton

Mather, and a part of the " Brief Relation of the State of

New England," were printed in the Maffachufe"tts Hiftorical

Society's Colle6lIons, 3rd S., vol. i. The extra(51 from Calef's

" More Wonders of the Invifible World," is from Drake's

reprint of that book. This lift comprifes all that portion of

the volume which is not now reproduced for the firfl time.

In preparing this colle6lion, certain bibliographical fads

have been noticed which may be briefly mentioned here.

In the firft place, we have Increafe Mather's flatement that

he wrote the " Miferies of New England," three " Vindica-

tions," and the " Reafons for Confirming the Charters," all

of which were publiflied anonymoufly. It is alfo now evi-

dent from a comparifon of the types, that the firfl edition of
" Palmer's Defence " was printed in Philadelphia, and that

Gerfliom Bulkeley was his affiftant. We have found that

the " Brief Relation of the State of New England " was

probably prepared here, and revifed and enlarged by Mather,

and that it contains a tranflation of a Latin tra6l publifhed

by the fame author. We have reftored to Cotton Mather

his curious " Fables," heretofore printed anonymoufly, and

we have republiflied an " Account of the Revolution in New
England," which is much more interefling than Byfield's

well-known verfion of the affair.

Two treatifes are referred to In the foregoing pages, which

have thus far eluded all attempts at identification. Thefe

are



are an " Abftracft of the Laws of New-England," and " Con-

fideratlons againft the Charter," both cited on p. 122. No
copy of either pamphlet has been found, but it is not probable

that this is a great lofs to the ftudent of our hiftory.

It muft be remembered, that it has not been the intention

of the editor to bring within the limits of this Colle(51ion all

the documents relating to Andros and his adminiftration.

Poffibly another volume may be added hereafter, to be com-

pofed of papers hitherto unpubliflied, but thefe Andros

Tradls are confined to. reprints of the pamphlets iffued

during the period immediately preceding the grant of the

Second Charter. The few documents herein printed from

the original manufcripts are thofe intimately conne(5led with

the text. It has not been deemed neceffary to republifh

other fcattered papers relating to the hiftory of New Eng-

land during this period, but it may be well to notice in

this connecftion fome of the more important.

Rhode Ifland Colonial Documents, Vol. III.

P. 212. Commiffion to Andros, 3 June, 1686.*

219. Letters and Petitions to Andros.

223. Letter of Andros to Lord Sunderland, 30 March, 1687.

248. Inftrudions to Andros, dated 16 April, 1688,

256. Warrant for fending Andros to England, 30 July, 1689.

258. Petition

* Printed alfo in Coll. of the New Hampfhire Hift. Sec. Vol. viii : in Force's

Colle(5lion of Hiftorical Trafts, Vol. iv: and Mafs. Hift. Society's Colle6tions,

Vol. 7th of 3rd Series.
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258. Petition from the Governor to William and Mary, 30 January,

1689-90.

281. Andros's Account of his Adminiftration and Imprifonment.

Maffachufetts Hiftorical Society's Collecflions.

3rd Series, Vol. I. Arguments againft relinquifliing the Charter, 1683.

Warrant appointing Hubbard Prefident of Harvard College.

Account of Forces raifed againft the Indians, 1689.

Account of the Attack on Cocheco.

Brief Relation of the Plantation of New England.

S. Davis's Account of the Indian War.

Petition againft fending a Governor to New England.

The Political Fables of New England.

3rd Series, Vol. VII. Inftrudions to Edward Randolph, Efq. 1678.

Papers relating to the Topsfield cafe.

Order to transfer Pemaquid to Andros.

Randolph's Commiffion as Secretary.

Inftru6lions concerning the Charters of Connedicut and Rhode
Ifland.

Letters from Andros ; Council meetings ; fettlements in Maine
;

Licenfmg of the Prefs ; Revenue Orders, &c., &c.

4th Series, Vol. II. Judgment Vacating the Charter of Maffachufetts

Bay.

Orders in Council, 1660 to 1692.

4th Series, Vol. VIII. Letter to Mr. Gouge wrongly attributed to

Increafe Mather.

Addrefs of the Congregations in New England to James II.

. Memorial of the Diffenters.

Petition of Mather, Sewall and Hutchinfon.

Papers in the Suit of Randolph againft Mather.

Petition of Phips and Mather.

Matters of Complaint againft Andros.

Order to fend Andros to England.

Colonial



Colonial Records of Connecticut, Vol. III.

Letters from Andros to Gov. Treat and others.

Colledlions of the Connecticut Hiflorical Society, Vol. I.

The People's Right to Eleclion, by Bulkeley.

Palfrey's Hiflory of New England, Vol. III.

Extrafts from Capt. George's Account of tlie Bofton Rebellion, and

from John Riggs's Account of the fame.

Hutchinfon's Hiftory of Maffachufetts, Vol. I.

Addrefs of the Inhabitants of Cambridge to James II.

Proclamation by Andros on the birth of the Prince of Wales.

Authorization to Pradllreet and others to continue the Government.

Account of the Rebellion at Bofton in a Letter.

Documents relating to the Colonial Hiflory of New York.

Vol. III. Letters to Andros from the Duke of York, and his Secre-

tary, Sir John \A'erden.

Edward Randolph's Report to the Board of Trade.

Andros's Account of New York Aftairs, 1 674-1 677.

Andros's Controverfy with Maffachufetts, 1678.

Andros's Account of New York, 167S.

Letter to Blathwayt.

Andros's Correfpondence with the Commiffioners of the United

Colonies.

Lev.'in's Report againft Andros and his Reply.

Andros's Account of his Government of New England, 1690.

In Cotton Mather's " Remarkables of Dr. Increafe Ma-

ther," there are reports of various converfations held by

Mather with eminent perfons in England. Of thefe, we
may

5



may fpecify one with King James, June ift, 1688, with King

William, March 14th, 1689, July 4th, 1689, and April 28th,

1691 ; and with Queen Mary, April 9th, 1691.

This lift of publiflied documents might be greatly extended,

but enough has probably been faid to diffipate any idea that

thefe two volumes are meant to be more than a contribution

to the hiftory of the Inter-Charter period.
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THE ANDROS TRACTS



It will be noticed that the following tract relates to an interview with the

Prince of Orange on the 21ft of Septembc7\ 1688. The true date was of courfe

the 2ift of December^ but in this error we have fimply followed the original. It

is a curious fa6l that the error is not only in the firft edition, but alfo in Janeway's

reprint ; and it was difcovered only by a comparifon of dates in preparing the

Preface.



A NARRATIVE OF THE

MISERIES OF NEW-ENGLAND.
[PREPARED BY INCREASE MATHER.]

London, printed for Richard Janeway in Oiieen's-Head-

Court, in Pater-Nojier-Row. And Reprinted at Bojlon in

New-E7igland by Richard Pierce. 1688.



PREFATORY NOTE

ijS to the authorfliip of this pamphlet, we have the following fatisfaftory

evidence. In his Adclrefs to the Inhabitants of the Province, prefixed

to his Sermon before the Governor and Legiflature in 1693, Increafe

Matlier writes, (p. 4,) " But if I never did any thing for the indication
of the People in this Province from the Afperfions caft upon them by their

Adverfaries, I defire to know who it was that Publiflied the A\irrative of the

Miferies of New E?igland, and that afterwards wrote a Fi?-Ji, Second and Third
Vindication of the people there ? If I never endeavoured the Reftoration of Old
Charter-Priviledges, by means of whofe Sollicitations was it that Votes were
palled in the Honoitrable Hoiife of Commons, that the Old Charter fhould be

reftored, and a Bill wherein the Judgment againfb that Charter was Reverfed, a

Copy Avhereof I can produce ? And who was it that wrote and difperfed
" Reafons for the Confirmation of that Charter " ? &c. &c.

There is of courfe no reafon for difputing Mather's claim to be the author of

the following tradl on the " Miferies of New-England." The three Vindications

we prefume were, " A Vindication of New-England," (27 pages quarto, double

columns ;)
" New England Vindicated," (8 page's, quoted by Palfrey, iii. 515 ;)

and "A Brief Relation of the State of New-England," &c., 16S9 ; all of thefe

will be found in the prefent volume. " The Revokition in New England Juftified

and the People there Vindicated," &c., printed in our firft volume, though bearing

a fimilar title, was publiflied at Bofton under circumftances which render it certain

that Mather had no hand in its compofition.

The following tradl, printed from a copy in the library of S. G. Drake, Efq., of

Bofton, was probably ifiued without a title-page. It was no doubt reprinted from

a broadfide or pamphlet iffued by R. Janeway in London, though we have not

met with this prefumed firft edition. The three papers contained herein are

however found feparately in a volume, iffued in 1689, by that printer, which con-

tains twelve " Colleflions of Papers relating to the Prefent Junfture of Affairs in

England and Scotland." Thefe papers are in the Sixth CoUeftion, viz: on pp.

17-19, The Bifliop of London's Addrefs, and the Addrefs of the Nonconformift

Minifters ; and on pp. 29-34, The Miferies of New-England.
It may be added that the firft Collection is marked " the third edition ;

" and

that in the preface to the fixth Colleftion, Janeway advertifes that R. Baldwin

had publiflied a fixth and feventh Colleftion of " old papers with new title-pages,

remote from the prefent Jundure of Afiairs." Mather had therefore fought the

aid of a popular mode of publication to lay this" ftatement of his countrymen's

fufferings before the Englifb public.

In this reprint we have followed the text of the Bofton pamphlet, which we
prefume was copied from the original edition, noting all variations between this

and Janeway's Colleftions. - —Ed.



A

Narrative of the Miseries of

NEW-ENGLAND,
By Reafon of an Arbitrary Government

Erected there

Under Sir Edviond Andros.
To Which is added, Some Account of the Humble Application of the pious and

noble Prelate, Henry, Lord BifJwp of London, with the Reverend Clergy

of the City, andfome of the DilTenting Minifters in it. To the Illufl?-ious

Frince, William Henry, Prince of Orange, on Fryday, September 21. 1688.

Alfo the Addrefs of the Nonconformift Minifters {in and about the City of
London) to His Highnefs the Prince of Orange.

The Narrative of tJie Miferies of N . Eng-
land, &c.

iHAT a Colony fo confiderable as Nczv-Englajid
is, fliould be difcouraged, is not for the Honour
& Intereft of the EngliJJi Nation; in as much
as the People there are generally Sober, Induf-

trious, Well-Difciplin'd, and apt for Martial

Affairs ; fo that he that is Sovereign of Neiv-England, may
by means thereof (W/^;/ he pkafeth) be Emperour of A^ncrica :

Neverthelefs, the whole Englifli Intereft in that Territory

has been, of Late, in apparent Danger of being lojl &
mined,

(3)
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ruined, and the Miferies of that People by an Arbitrary

Government erecfled amongft them, have been beyond ex-

preffion great.

The Original of all which has been the Quo Warranto s

iffued out againfl: their Charters, by means zvkereof they

have been deprived of their ancient Rights and Priviledges.

As for the Maffachufets Colony (whofe Patent beareth

date from the year 1628) There was in the year 1683, a Qtio

Warra7ito ; and after that, in the year 1684, a Writ of Scij^e

facias againft them, and they were required to make their

Appearance at Wejiminjler in OHober, which they knew
nothing of till the month before, fo that it was impoffible for

them to anfwer at the time appointed : yet Judgment was
entred againfl them.^

Plimouth Colony, after they had enjoyed their firft Gov-
ernment above threefcore years (without fo much as a pre-

tence of Mifgovernment alledged) had all their Priviledges

at once taken from them. There was a Quo Warranto
againft Connecticut Colony (whofe Charter was granted to

them by King Charles the Second) only Letters were feht

to them in the King's Name, fignifying that (in cafe they did

refign their Charter) they Ihould take their Choice of being

under New York or Bojion. Several of the Majeftrates

there returned a moft humble and fupplicatory Anfwer,

praying, That their former Government might ftill continue
;

but that if it muft be taken from them, they had rather be

under Boyio7i than Nezv-York: This was by fome at Court
interpreted a Rejignation of their Charter, and a Commif/ion
fent to Sir Edniond Androfs, who went'^ to Hartford (their

principal Town) and declared their Charter and former

Government

» The error in this ftatement is pointed * " Who went with fome armed atten-

out in note i8, p. 66, of Vol. i, of thefe dants to Hartford." Janeway's Collec-

" Andros Tracts." tions.

(4)



[s]

Government to be void. As for Road-IJland, they fubmitted

themfelves to His Majefties pleafure.

Before thefe Changes happened, New-England was, of all

the Forreign Plantations, (their enemies themfelves being

Judges) the moil flourifliing and dehreable.

But their Charters being all (one way or another) declared

to be void and infignificant, it was an eafy matter to ere6l a

French Government in that part of the Kings Dominions,
(no doubt intended by the Evil Counfellours) as a fpecimen of

what was defigned to be here in England, as foon as the

times would bear it. Accordingly Sir Edmund Androfs (a

Gcrnfy-nia7i) w^as pitched on, as a fit Inftrument to be made
ufe of; and a moft illeo-al Commiffion oiven him, bearinc^

date June 3, 1686, by which he, with four of his Council
(perhaps all of them his abfolute Devotees) are impowered to

make Laws and raife moneys on the Kings Subjefts, without

any Parliament, Affembly, or Confent of the People.

It was thought by wife men, that the Remembrance of

Diidley and Empfon, who in the dayes of King Henry the

^tli were executed for a6ling by a like Commiffion, would
have deterred them from doing fo, but it did not, for Laws
are made hy few of them, and indeed what they pleafe : nor

are they printed : as was the Cuftom in the former Govern-
ments, fo that the people are at a great lofs to know what is

Law and zvhat not. Only, one Law they are fehfible of,

which doth prohibit all Town-Meetings, excepting on a

certain day once a year; whereas the Lihabitants have occa-

fion to meet once a Week, for the Relief of the Poor; or

other Town-Affairs. But it is eafie to penetrate into the

Defign of this Law, which was (no Oueftion) to keep them
in every Town from Complaining to England, of the Oppref-

fion they are under : And (as Laws have been Eftabliflit)

fo Moneys have been raifed by the Government in a moft

illegal and Arbitrary way, without any eojifent of the People.

Sir

(5)
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Sir Edmoiid Androfs caufed a Tax to be levied of a Peny
in a Pound, on all the Towns then under his Government:
and when at Ipfzuich, and other places, the SeleH Men (as
they are ftiled) voted, that inafmuch as it was againft the
common Priviledges of Englifli Subjeds to have money
raifed without their own Confent in an Affembly or Parlia-

ment
; That therefore they would petition the King for

Liberty of an Affembly before they made any Rates ; the
faid Sir Edmond Androfs caufed them to be imprifoned and
Fined, fome 20/fome 30/ as the Judges, by him inftruded,
fhould fee meet to determine

;
yea, and feveral Gentlemen in

the Country were Imprifoned and bound to their Good
Behaviour, upon meer fufpicion, that they did incourage
their Neighbours not to comply with thefe Arbitrary Pro-
ceedings. And that fo they might be fure to effed their
Pernicious Defigns, they have caufed Juries to be pick'd of
Men who are not of the Vicinity, and fome of them meer
Strangers in the Country, and no Freeholders ; which adings
are highly illegal. One of the former Magiflrates was com-
mitted to prifon without any Crimes laid to his Charge, and
there kept half a year without any Fault ; and though he
petitioned for a Plabcas Corpus, it was denied him. Alfo
inferiour Officers have extorted what Fees they pleafe to

demand, contrary to all Rules of Reafon and Juftice. They
make poor Widows and Fatherlefs pay 50^- for the Probate
of a Will, which under the former eafy Government would
not have been a Tenth part fo much. Six Perfons who had
been illegally imprifoned, were forced to give the Officers

1
1 7/. whenas upon Computation they found that here in

E7igland their Fees would not have amounted to 10/. in all.

And yet thefe things (tho bad enough) are but a very fmall

part of the Mifery which that poor people have been groan-
ing under, fmce they have been governed by a Defpotick
and Abfolute Power. For, their new Mafters tell them, that

their
(6)
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their Charter being gone, their Title to their Lands and
Eftates is gone therewith, and that all is the Kings ? and
that they reprefent the King ; and that therefore all Perfons

mufl; take Patents from them, and give what they fee meet
to impofe, that fo they may enjoy the Houfes which their

own Hands have built, and the Lands, which at vaft Charges
in fubduing a Wildernefs, they have for many Years had a

rightful poffeffion of, as ever any People in the world had or

can have ; Accordingly the Governour ordered the Lands
belonging to fome in C/mries-Town to be meafured out, and
given to his Creatures, and Writs of Intrufion to be iffued

out againft others. And the Commons belonging to feveral

Towns have been given to fome of the Governours Council,

who begged them, to the impoverifliing, if not utter ruining

of whole Townfliips : And when an Illand belonging to the

Town of Plinioiitk was petitioned away from them by one
Nathaniel Clark (whom Sir Edinond Androfs made his

Property) becaufe the Agents of faid Town obtained a

voluntary Subfcription to maintain their Title at Law, they

were compelled to come not only out of their own Country,

but Colony, to Bojion, to anfwer there as Criminals at the

next Affizes, and bound to their good Behaviour : The
Officers in the mean time extorting 3/ per Man for Fees.

Thefe were the miferable Effedts of New-England's being

deprived of their Charters, and with them of their Englifli

liberties : They have not been altogether negligent, as to

endeavours to obtain fome relief in their forrowful Bondage
;

for feveral Gentlemen defired Incveafe Mather, the Re6lor of

the Colled2:e at Canibridoe in New-Eno;land, to undertake a

Voyage for England, to fee what might be done for his

diftreffed Country, which motion he complied with ; and in

June the ift, 1688, he had the favour to wait on the King,

and privately to acquaint him with the enflaved and perifli-

ing Eftate of his Subjed;s in New-Engla7td. The King was
very
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very gracious and kind in his Expreffions ; then, and often

after promifmg to give them eafe as to their Complaints and
Fears; amongft other things the faid y^^Z/^^r caufed a peti-

tion from the Town of Cambridge in New-England to be

humbly prefented to his Majefty, which becaufe it doth

exprefs the Deplorable Condition of that People, it fliall be

here inferted.

To the King's Moft Excellent Majefty.

The Petition and Addrefs of John Gib/on, aged about 87,

and George Willow, aged about 86 years ; as alfo on the

behalf of their neighbours the Inhabitants of Cambridge

in New-England}

In moft humble wife fheweth,

That Your Majejlys good Stibjefis, with much hardLabour
a7id great Difburfments, havefubdued a Wilderne/s, built our

Hoiifes, andplanted Orchards, being encouraged by our indu-

bitable

3 This petition is in Hutchinfon's Hif- John Greene, Nathaniel Green, William

tory, I. 367, (edition of 1764). Savage Dickfone, John Polfery, Francis Whit-

mentions John Gibson as of Cam- more, Mathew Bridge, Richard Ettles,

bridge, 1634, and the names of his eight Thomas Fox, John Bridge, William

children. He died in 1694. He is men- Towne, Gregory Stone, Mary Hals,

tioned in Newell's " Cambridge Chm-ch- Mary Ettles, Ifobell Whitmore, Jane
Gathering," p. 59. (Bofton, 1846.) Willows, Martha Towne, Rebecca

Of George Willowes, Savage has Wieth, widow Stone, Mary Patten, Anna
no record, yet he is mentioned m the Bridge, Elizabeth Green, Joan Dick-
" Church- Gathering," p. 58, with wife fonne, Elizabeth Winfhip, Ellen Fox,

Jane, and children Thomas and Stephen, and Ehzabeth Bridge. See alfo N. E
in 1658. In the Middlefex Court Files Hid. Gen. Regifter, xvi. ^6.

for 1660, there is a paper in favor of one We are not aware of the reafon which

Winifred Holman, figned by eleven men led" to the framing of tliis fpecial peti-

and fourteen women, of Cambridge, viz. tion. Ed.

(S)
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bitable Right to the Soil, by the Royal Charter gra^itcd unto

the fij'Ji Planters, together with our Purchafe of the Natives

;

as alfo by fmdry Letters and Declarations fent to the late

Governour and Company, from His late Majefly Your Royal
Brother, affuring us of the full enjoyment of oitr Properties

and Poffeffions, as is m^ore efpecially contained in the declara-

tion fent when the Quo Warranto was iffued out againfl our
Charter.

Btit zue are neceffitated to make this our Moan and Com-
plaint to Your Excellent Majefly, for that otir Title is now
queflioned to our Lands, by us qiiietly poffcffed for near 60
years, and withoiit which we cannot fubfijl. Our humble

Addrefs to our Governour Sir Edmond Androfs,fiezvi7ig our

jtfl Title, long aridpeaceable Poffeffion, together ivith the claim

of the benefit of Your Majefly s Letters and Declarations,

a/firing allyour good SubjeHs, that they fliall not be molefted

in their Properties and Poffeffions, not availijig.

Royal Sir, We are a poor People, and have no way to

procure money to defend 02ir Caufe in the Law ; nor knoiu we

of Friends at Court, and therefore unto Your Royal Majefly,

as the Publick Father of all Your Subje^s, do zve make this

our humble Addrefs for Relief, befeeching Yottr Majefly gra-

cioufly to pafs Your Royal ABfor the Confii'mation of Your
Majeflies SubjeBs here in oicr Poffeffions to tis derived from
our late Governour and Company of this Your Majefly s

Colony. We nozu humbly cafl our felves ajid diflreffcd Condi-

tion of our Wives and Children, at Your MAJESTY'S fect^

a7id conclude with the Saying of Queen Eflher, If we perilli,

we perifli.

Thus that Petition,

Befides this, Mr. Ljicreafe Mather, with two New-England
Gentlemen, prefented a Petition and humble Propofals to

the King, wherein they prayed, that the Right which they

had
B (9)
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had in their Eftates before the Government was changed,
might be confirmed ; and that no Laws might be made or

money Raifed, without an Affembly, with fundry other par-

ticulars ; which the King referred to a Committee for Foreign
plantations, who ordered them into the hands of the At-

tourney-General to make his Report. The Clerk, William
Blathwait fent to the Attourney General a Copy, wherein
the Effential Propofal of an Affembly was wholly left out

;

and being fpoke to about it, he faid the Earl of Stinderland

blotted out that with his own hand. Likewife a Soliciter in

this Caufe related that the faid Earl of Stinderland affirmed

to him, that it was by his Advice that the King had given a

Commiffion to Sir Edmond Androfs to raife moneys without

an Affembly, and that he knew the King would never con-

fent to an Alteration, nor would \\^ propofe it to His Majefly.

When of late all Charters were reftored to Engla^id, it was
high time^ for TV^jx^-England to expe6t the like; for if it be

an illegal and unjuft thing to deprive good Subje6ls here of

their Laws^ and Liberties, it cannot be confident with Juftice

and Equity to deal fo with thofe that are aftar off. Applica-

tions therefore were made to the King, and to fome Minifters

of State : It was urged, that if a Foreign Prince or State

fliould, during the prefent Troubles fend a Friggot to New
England, and promife to prote(51 them, as under their Former
Government, it would be an unconquerable Temptation

;

yet no Reftoration of Charters would be granted to Nezu-

England, which has opened the Eyes of fome thinking men.

Thus has New-England been dealt with: this has been and
flill is the bleeding ftate of that Countrey: they cannot but

hope that Engla?id will fend them fpeedy relief; efpecially

confidering that throw the ill Conduct of their prefent

Rulers, the French Indians are (as the laft Veffels from
thence

^"It was highly rational for New- *" Of their Antient Rights and Liber-

England." JaNEWAY. ties." jANhWAY.

(ID)



thence inform) beginning their cruel Butcheries among the

Englijli in tliofe parts. And many had fears that there is a

Dehgn to deliver that Countrey into the hands of the French

King, except His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, whom a

Divine Hand has raited up to deliver the Oppreffed, fliall

happily and fpeedily prevent it.

The humble Application of Henry Lord
Bijliop of London, &c.^

E declared in excellent Words that they came to

pay Him their humble Duties and moft grateful

Refpe6ls for His very great and mofl hazzardous

Undertaking for their Deliverance, & the Pref-

ervation of the Protejiant Religion, and the An-
cient Laws and Liberties of this Nation. He addeth. That
they gave up daily many Thankfgivings to Almighty GOD,
Who had hitherto been gracioufly pleafed fo wonderftdly

to preferve his Perfon, and profper & Favour his good
Defign : and they promifed the continuance of the ferventefl

of their Prayers to the fame GOD, and to ufe all concurrent

Endeavours in their Circumftances, for the promoting, yet

further, that Work which was fo happily begun ; and alfo for

the perfecting of it, not only in this Kingdom, but in other

Chriftian Kingdoms. He likewife fuggejled to the Good
Prince^

That

« This title Hands more fully in Jane- of the City, and fome of the Diffenting

way's Colle6tion thus, " Some Account Minifters in it, To the Illuftrious Prince

of the Humble Application of the Pious William Henry, the Prince of Orange,

and Noble Prelate, Henry, LordBifhop on Friday, September 21, 1688."

of London, with the Reverend Clergy

(")
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That fome of the Diffenting Minifters and their Bretheren

were there prefent, who having the fame fenfe of His Coming
hither with themfeh'es, adjoined" themfeh-es with them, by
him, to render their humbleft and moft grateful Refentments.

His Highnefs was pleaf 'd to declare, That
He thanked them for their Attendance, aiid acquainted

them very briefly with the cheifcft ends of His Difhcutt and
Chargeable Expedition.

That indeed it was to prcfervc and fecnre the Proteflant

Religion {His ozvn Religion and their Religion) and affureing

them, Heflionld not think any thing {not Life itfelf) too dear

to hazzard in promoting a?id Pcrfe6ling fo good a Work.

Alfo He offered up {with great Devotion) his folemnefl Ac-
knowledgemeiit to Almighty God for His Prefence ivith him
and Bleffing upon his Endeavours & Arms hitherto. And
afked the Contin7iance of all their Prayers to God for him.

The Addrefs of the Nonconformift Minif-

ters fyc!'

EDNESDAY, January the 2nd. Diverfe of the

Diffenting Miniflers in and about London, that

go under the Denomination of Prefbiterial and
Congregational, to the Number of 90 or upwards,

Attended His Highnefs the Prince of Orange,

at St James's, being introduced by the Earl of DevonfJiire.,

the Lord Wharton, and the Lord Wiltfliire, their Senfe was
reprefented by one of thefe Miniflers to this Effe6l. Viz.

That

'" Hadjoined themfelves." Janeway. Miniflers (in and about the City of
^ In Janeway's edition this title is London) to His Highnefs, the Prince of

" The Addrefs of the Nonconformift Orange."
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That they profeffed their grateful Sence of His Highnefs's

hazzardous & Heroical Expedition which the Favour of

Heaven had made fo furprifnigly profperous.

That they efteemed it a common FeHcity that the worthy
Patriots of the Nobihty and Gentry of this Kingdom had
unanimoufly concurred unto His Highnefs's Defign, by
Whofe mofl prudent Advice, the Adminiftration of pubHck
Affairs was devolved in this difficult Conjundure, into the

Hands which the Nation and World knew to be apt for the

greateft undertakings and fo fuitable to the prefent Exigency
of our Cafe.

That they promifed the utmoft Endeavour, which in their

Stations they are capable of affording, for the promoting the

excellent and deffreable Ends, for which his Highnefs had
declared.

That they added their Continual fervent Prayers to

Almighty GOD, for the Prefervation of his Highnefs's Perfon,

and the Succefs of his future Endeavours for the Defence
and Propagation of the Proteftant Intereff throughout the

Chriftian World.
That they fhould all moff; willingly have chofen that for

the Seafon of paying this Duty to his Highnefs, when the

Lord Bifhop and the Clergy of Lojtdon attended his High-
nefs, for the like purpofe (which fome of them did; and
which his Lordfliip was pleafed condefcendingly to make
mention of to His Highnefs) had their Notice of that

intended Application been fo early as to make the 77zore

gejieral Attendance pofffble to them at that time.

That therefore tho they did now appear in a diffindl Com-
pany, they did it not on a diftin6t Account, but that only

which is common to them and to all Proteftants.

That tho there were fome of eminent Note, whom A^^ or

prefent infirmities hindred from coming with them, yet they

concurred in the fame grateful Senfe of our Common
Deliverance. • tt-

His
(13)
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His Highnefs was pleafed very favourably to receive this

Application and to affure them
That he came p2irpofely for the Defence of the Proteflant

Religion ; and that it was his own Religion wherein he zvas

born and bred, the Religion of his Cotmtrey and of his Ancef
tors ; That he was refolved by the Grace of God, alwaics to

adhere to it, and to his ntmofi endeavours for the Defence of
it; and the pronioti7ig a firm tmion amongfl all Proteftants.

LOA^DON, Printed iox Richard Jaticway in Queen's-Head-

Court, in Pater A^q/icr-Row. And Reprinted at Bojlon

in New-Eiigland, hy Richard Pierce. 1688.



THE

Prefent State of the

NEW-ENGLISH AFEAIRS.
[From a copy in Maffachufetts Archives, Vol. xxxv. p. 83.]

This is Ptiblifhed to prevent Falfe Reports.

An ExtraH; of a Letter from Mr, Mather, to the Govcrnotir,

Dated Sept. 3, i62>(),froin Deal 171 Kent?

5iHE Houfe of Commons Ordered a Bill to be
drawn up for the Refloration of Charters to all

Corporations. Some Enemies oi New England
did beftir themfelves on that Occafion. But it

has pleafed God to fucceed Endeavours and
Solicitations here fo far, as that N. E. is particularly men-
tioned in the Bill.

It has been read twice, and after that referred unto a
Committee for Emendations. What concerns N. England
paffed without any great oppofition. The Bill has been in

part read the third Time, and the Charters of N. Eng. then
alfo paffed without Obje6lion. Only fome Additional
Claufes refpe6ting Corporations here, caufed Debates; fo

that the Bill is not as yet Enaded.
In

^ This document was iffued as a broadfide. A copy is preferved at the State
Houfe, Bofton.

—

Ed.
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In the latter end of Jtme, a Veffel from Mount Hope
arrived here, which brought your Declaration of April i8,

with an account of the Revolution in New-England. The
week after I went to Hampton Court, and had the favour to

wait on His Majefty, who told me, That He did accept of,

and was well pleafed with what was done in New-England,
and that he would order the Secretary of State to fig7iifie fo
much, and that His Subje^s there fiotild have their A^icie^tt

Rights and Priviledges reflored to thein.

The King has fent a Gracious Letter (which was delivered

to me, and if I return not my felf, I fliall take care that it be

fent to you) bearing Date A^igiijl 12. Wherein He fignifies

His Royal Approbation of what has been done at Boflon,

and allures you that the Government there fliall be fettled,

fo as fhall be for the Security and Satisfadion of His Sub-
jedls in that Colony, and in the mean time bids you go on
to Adminifter the Laws, and manage the Government,
according as in your Addrefs you have Petitioned.

My Lord Mordent (now Earl of Monmouth) bade me affure

you that He would be your Friend, and he bade me tell you
from him, That your Charters Jlwtild be reflored to you by

Aft of Parliament.

I have been with moft of the Kings mofl Honourable
Privy Council, who have promifed to befriend New England
as there fliall be occafion for it. The like I may fay, of all

the Leading-men in the Parliament.

I have been in the Downs a fortnight, and Aboard Mr.
Clark, feveral Nights, but the Wind has been againft us.

And we now hear that the Newfoiuid-Land Convoyes (on

whofe Affiftance we had a Dependance) are gone.

Superfcribed, To the Honotirable

Simon Bradftreet, Efq

:

Govcrnour of the Maffachufetts Colony in N.-England.

A
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A Pajfage extinned from the publick News-Lcttci^, Dated
July 6, 16S9.

HE people oiNew-EnglandXY^mng made a thorow

Revolution, and fecured the publick Criminals

On Thurfday laft, the Reverend and Learned
Mr. Mather, Prefident of the Co/ledge, and Min-

ifter of Bqfion, waited on the King ; and in a

moft Excellent Speech laid before His Majefty, the State of

that People ; faying, That they were fober, and Indiijlrious,

and Jit for Martial Service ; and all with their Lives and
Interejls were at His Majeflies Command, to tender the fame
unto His Majefiy : That they defired nothing bttt His Majef-

lies Acceptance of zuhat they had done, and His Proteflion ;

and that if His Majefiy pleafed to encourage and Commijfion

them, He might eajily be Emperour of America. His Ma-

jefty affured him, that He was pleafed with what was done

for Him, and for themfelves in the Revolution, and that their

Priviledses and Relioion fliould be fecured unto them.

Extracted from a Letter of Mr. Mather, to his Son, Dated
Sept. 2, 1689.

N July 4. The King faid unto me. That He did

kindly Accept of ivhat was done in Bofton. And
that His SubjeBs in New-England fiould have

their Ancient Rights and Priviledges Reflored ajid

Confirmed tmto them. Yea, He told me. That if

it were in his poiver to caufe it to be done it fii02ild be done,

and bade me reft affured of it.

The Charter-Bill is not finiftied, becaufe fome Additional

Claufes refpeding Corporations here in England, caufed a

Debate ; and the P.arliament is for fome weeks Adjourned.
Befides
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Befides the Letter from the Kings Majefly, whereof we

have notice as above ; there is now arrived, an Order from

His Majefty to the Government, bearing Date, July 30. 1689.

Requiring, That ^S/r Edmund Androfs, Edward Randolph,

and others, that have been Seized by the people of Bofton, and
JJialL be at the Receipt of thefe Conimands, Detained there,

under Co7tf7iement, be fent on Board the firfl Ship, bouftd to

England, to anfwer what may be objected againfl thetn.

Bofton, Printed and Sold by Samuel Green, 1689.

Maff. Archives, Vol. 35, p. 83.

'"This broadfide of four pages has

been inferted here as an example of

Increafe Mather's dihgence, not only in

forwarding the wilhes of his conftituents

in England, but in keeping them in-

formed of his fuccefs. The period to

which it refers is about a year after the

arrival of the Prince of Orange in Eng-

land, and the letters fhow that empty
promifes of the reitorationof the Charter

were all that had been obtained from

the new Government.
It will be noticed, however, that on

p. 17 we have another proof of Mather's

connexion with the tra6l on "The
Miferies of New-England," as he ^'s

there reprefented as ufmg the exaft

words with which that pamphlet com-

mences, [Ante, p. 3.) It is amufmg to

note, however, that the fame fpeech
ferved in the firft inftance for King
James, and in the fecond for King
William.

In the valuable volume of " Mather
Papers," recently publiflied by the Maf-
fachufetts Hiftorical Society, (fourth

feries, volume eighth,) p. 710-11, will

be found copies of the orders for fend-

ing Andros to England, mentioned
above. On pp. 679-70 will be found a
copy of a letter from John Dunton to

his friend, Richard Wilkins, of Bofton,

detailing the circumftances attending

the prefentation of the Addrefs of the

Presbyterian minifters to the Prince of

Orange. This feems to refer to the

addrefs which we have printed on pp.
12-14.

—

Ed.



A

VINDICATION OF NEW ENGLAND,

(prepared chiefly by increase MATHER,)

AND CONTAINING

THE PETITION OF THE EPISCOPALIANS OF BOSTON

TO THE KING.



PREFATORY NOTE.

S we have already fhown in the preface to the " Narrative of the

Miferies of New England," there is every reafon to affign the authorfhip

of this " Vindication " to Increafe Mather. He claims to have written

a '' firft, fecond and third Vindication of the people there," and though
this publication was anonymous, we can hardly be wrong in affuming it to be one
of the three, efpecially as none are known to be extant with Mather's name on
the title-page. Againft this theory would be placed the ailertion at the clofe of

the pamphlet that it is from the pen of one who never had " fpent feven years of

his life in any part of America"
;
yet this may well be but a palpable evafion,

the literal fatl being that an amanuenfis was employed to tranfcribe the copy for

the prefs.

The reader will probably fee in this Vindication the proofs that the true author

was one thoroughly converfant with the fubjeft even to its remoteft details.

While we confider that all the fa6ls and even moft of the expreffions were fur-

niflied by Mather, we regard it as probable that fome one of his Englifli friends

may have interpolated thofe paffages which Mather could not with propriety

have written, and may thus have become the oftenfible author for the time being.

The writer of this trafl has furniflied many interefting details of the points

moft earneftly difputed between Mather and his opponents. The great queftions

of the lawfulnefs of the Revolution and the propriety of a reftoration of the

Charter, are not more warmly defended than are the comparatively trivial matters
relative to the building the Epifcopal church, and the theological difcuffions of
Increafe Mather. The recent publication of a volume of " Mather Papers " by
the MalTachufetts Hiflorical Society has enabled us to explain nearly all of the

references in the text.

The edition from vdiich our reprint was made is in 27 quarto pages, in double
columns. It lacks a title-page, and feems to have been printed in this neighbor-
hood, either at Bofton or Cambridge. If any edition were iffued in London, we
have failed to learn of the exigence of a copy. From a ftatement made in the

text, this pamphlet was evidently publiflied after Palmer's Account had been
iilued in London, and before the appearance of the large Vindication of the

colonifts in reply to Palmer.



VINDICATION OF NEW-ENGLAND.

Poor Nezu-Eno-land I

HOU haft always been the eye-fore of Squinting
malignity; the Buti of many Envenomed Ar-
rows, which from time to time have been Shot
at thy Tranquillity ; but of none more wickedly
Defigned, than thofe late AddreJ/es, which have

(after their fafliion) Endeavoured to alienate Their Majcjlies

Affe6lions from thee. However let it be known, Thou has

friends in England who Sufficiently know thy circumftances,

to wipe off the Dirt now caft upon thee, And give thee a

better and more faithfuU Carrader.

What fmcere ProteJla7it in the three Kingdoms can behold

(without Regret) the Injuryes, and hard meafures, which
that Protejlant Country hath of late mett with all from the

Tory Adverfaries ? A Protejlant Country 'tis, (we fay) and
of the Church of England too (whatever is blattered to the

Contrary) in that they acknowledge the Do6lrinal Articles

of Religion here profeffed, and that with a greater fmcerity

than many who have fubfcribed thefe Articles (for prefer-

ments) and after preached up Pelagian, Arininian and Soci-
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nian Herejies (not without a fpice of Popery) which are to

them moft palpable Contradi6lions.

The things wherein that Country Dijfents from that which
is Commonly called the Church of England, is their Liturgy

and form of Church Governjnent ; while in the fame time

they Agree therein, not only with the Nonconformijls of

England, but with all the reft of the Reformed Churches in

Chriflendo77t : Let the matter be thoroughly fcan'd, and you
will find very little Difference between the Scotch, French
and Diitch Churches, and the Church of New-Engla7id

:

Perhaps nothing but this, that the Church of New-England
choofes to do that more Explicitely, which is done Implicitely

in all thofe other Churches ; And if the Paftors and Elders

of the Churches there have been a little more willing to

manage their Difcipline, Confentiente plebe, than it is in fome
other Churches, they think they have enough to fay for it,

to Excufe them from the Imputation of Schifm. Here then

the Difference between Prefbyterian and Independent is

wholly fwallowed up in that Country ; and any one, having

a Certificate of his Communion in any of thofe Forreign

Churches mentioned, is admitted into the like Communion
there, without any further Difficulty.

The firfl Planters of New England could not indeed
comply with feveral things Impofed in the Church of Eng-
land, for that they thought them ^inwarrantable, and the

Complyance therein. Unto them [Diffatisfied) Sinful. The
impofers tho' they confeffed the things Indifferent, yet (fo

Rigid were they, as to) fett themfelves ever to deftroy the

Non-complyers. And that was the caufe, why a Company
of Perfecuted Proteftants (then reproachfully called Puri-
tans) made a peaceable Seceffion from the Rage wherewith

they
(22)
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they were every where purfued. And having obtained

[confent^^] and C/iar^ers from the King, which they hoped
would have been the perpetuall Inftruments of their protec-

tion by the C^^ozvfi of England, 3, or 4000, of them, (of whom
fome were Honourable Perfons, fome Famous for Learning)

Tranfplanted themfelves from their defirable Native Country,

into that Howling wildernefs of America. And coming
over with the Royal confent and Charter, they purchafed

their poffeffions of the Native Proprietors, who were no way
damaged, but greatly advantaged by their coming amongft

them.

Tis impoffible to Relate all the Hardfliips and forrows,

which they underwent in fubduing that horrid Wildernefs

:

But the good providence of GOD fo fmiled upon them, that

in a little time that Wildernefs was by their great Endea-

vours & Expence improved into an habitable Country: And
by the after Natives there (who knew no other) accounted

too pleafant a Land to be parted with on Trifling accounts :

And altho' in the laft 50 years, more have gone out of it

than ever went into it, Yet hath New-England encreafed (by

the bleffmg of God) to a people of (perhaps many more
than) 100 000 Souls.

The Settlement and profperity of that Country hath not

a little contributed to the Revemtes of the Englijji Crown ;

for it is from there cheifly the Weft Indian Plantations have

their Provijions, Timber-Sjrade}''-'] Horfes, &c., fo that in all

things whereby they do advantage the Crown, they muft

acknowledge they are beholding to New-England for it,

without

''This word being torn oflf in our '« The word trade is conjeftural, the

copy is fupplied conjeflurally ; the original being defective in a copy be-

phrafe is repeated fix lines below. longing to S. G. Drake, Efq., as well as
—Ed. in our own.

—

Ed.
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without which they had hardly been capable of Subjiftencey

or indeed of Settlement. The N.-Englanders pay Ctijloms

in the Southern plantations for all they fetch from thence

into their own Countrey : And when they bring them hither,

they pay the fame over again, Befides the vaft Returns they

otherwife make into England^ i. e., Platey Oyl, Peltry.,

FifJiery, &c. Their Shipping has alfo been Confiderable,

for which they are (or may be with Encouragement) fo well

furniflied with All Materials, that the King may (if He pleafe,

& as Occafion Requires) there build whole Navies, as

well as thence fetch a few Majis, and that at very eafy Rates,

as is Judged by men that underftand thofe Affaires.

Notwithflanding thefe advantages, they have been no
wayes Chargeable to the Crown of England, while they quietly

enjoyed their Chartei-s ; what it has coft the King fmce their

difturbance, the Exchequor Officers can befl inform you.

Indians have more than once made Bloudy Wars upon them,

but (by Gods help) they have with much Bravery and Gal-

lantry, repreffed and fubdued the Salvages, tho' not without

confiderable Expence, yet they never put a farthing to the

Kings Account, tho' it were to maintain the Extent of his

Dominion. This is far beyond what any other fuch Engiifli

plantations can pretend to.

Add to this

:

They have Ere6led a Confiderable Colledge amongft them
for the Education of their Youth in Piety and good Litera-

ture ; Tho' they have had no Royal founders (no A Ifreds^

no Balliols, no Henrys 6th or 8///^, no Queen Eleanors &c)
no great prelates (Such as Chichley, FoXy Wiclif Woolfey

&c) to promote fo glorious a Work ; No Extraordinary

Benefaflors (Tho' they are not ungratefull to the Memoryes
of fuch as have freely Contributed to fo great and Ufeful a

Charge).
(24)
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Charge). A CoUedge that has fent forth Able and Faithful

Paftors to more than loo Chriftian Congregations, in that

Country, befides the help they have afforded to fome other

parts of the World. A CoUedge that has been fupplyed

with Students from free Schooles ordered to be fetled in

Every Confiderable Town of the Collonies. A CoUedge

that has Educated Indians, to make them ferviceable to

their own Countrymen ; which Pagans, tho' they have often

molefled, and fome times forely Diflreffed the honefl New-
Englanders, yet their Charity has fo far Exceeded towards

them, as to endeavour their Welfare both Temporal and

Eternal.

On all this, the CoUedge by Ingenuous & Civil Education

hath had its proper Influence. The CoUedge which we fay

was a Noble and Necejffary Work, and therefore deferves all

Encouragement and Promotion. Noble ; for where is the

Like in all the Englifli America .? where, even among thofe

that in wealth do far Exceed the poor Laborious New-Eng-
landers, is there any fuch thing.? And NeceJJary too; for

elfe the Riflng Generations would have foon become Barba-

rous ; becaufe neither would their Eftates reach to feek

Education in England ; neither would any perfon of worth

goe from hence (unlefs driven by Perfecution) fo far off to

ieek Employment when he might have it nearer home.

'T was therefore a brave and happy thought that firft pitched

upon this CoUedge ; Tho' at fome times it has been unhappy
in this, that it has beftowed its favours (its A. M.s,) on

fome ungrateful perfons,^^ who would now undermine that

Government upon which its foundations were laid ; and

by which for fo long a time its fuperfl;ru6lure has been always

fuflained.

The,

" The fpecial reference was probably to Samuel Myles, who was of the Clafs

of 1684 at Harvard.
D (25)
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The Loyalty of that people to the Crown of England and
its Legal Government, is found, whatever to the Contrary-

has been Afferted or Infinuated ; not only hiterejl obliges

them, but Temper and Religio7i difpofes to a Readinefs, in

teftifying their Allegiance to their King upon all occafions
;

fome late Inftances may manifeft it to be Signal: But we
fliall firfl hear what their accufers fay, and then convince

them and the whole World, that the Adverfaries of New-
England have the leafl caufe to Boafl and vaunt themfelves

in this matter ; as will appear in its place.

Upon Confideration of the foregoing particulars, we may
well fay, that man had Reafon, who formerly in Print pub-

lifhed an account of that Country, to conclude his Difcourfe

with this paffage.^"*

One would think fuch a People JJiould not find an Eiiemy

amo7igfi any fort of Chriftians, but thofe called Papifts, or elfe

among fuch as Papift like, can give up their Religion, Rights
Liberties and Properties, nay, their veryfenfes, to the Condu^
of their fellow Creatures.

But it cannot be Imagined, that the Enemy of all good,

fliould not always be infpiring fome or other to be molefters

of fuch a people, and to endeavour their Reproach and Ruin:

they have been a People too like the Primitive Chrifiians to

be any other wife ufed in the World, than thofe Ancient
Confeffors of our Saviours time. Hence they have not only-

been frequently Troubled by the Tawnyes among whom they

dwell, but have alfo been continually Blackened by the Calum-
nies of fome that dwell among themfelves, who have been

willing to ferve the Accufer of the Brethren : But God has

Payd

' We have been unable to identify this quotation.
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Payd them their Wages : for it has been often obferved that

the Remarkable Judgments of Heaven have firft or laft over-

taken the Adverfaries of that People ; tho' God hath for a

while Fatherly Chaftifed them by thofe Rods which he hath

afterwards confumed. 'T were eafy to fill a Volumn with

Inftances: from the Peftilent MORTON, (the Petty fogge.r,

at the beginning) to the Infamous RANDOLPH (who
comes now in the Fagg end) they have generally been un-

happy. And yet fome Trouble-fome Tobiahs and Sanballats

will not be fufficiently warned againfl following the Steps of

fuch unhappy Predeceffors.

This People mufl be flill Diflurbed, Yea, Exterminated

;

Do they not fee it ? They are the Sleepiefl People in the

World if they do not perceive that there was a Deep Defign
to Remove them out of their Country: The Late King told

a Gentleman of New-England, He hoped he had now fent a
wife man amongji them (Relateing to their late Governour
Sr. E. A) Wife indeed ! for he had the Wifdom to fay (upon
Occafion) That it would be for the (then) Kings Interefl, for
that people to be removed and another intj'odiiced. And Cham-
berlain in his Book^^ Entituled Anglia: Notitice had the vanity

very broadly to Intimate, that Policy made fuch a thing to

be but necefjary. But how fliould this be done ? Why, only

fend fome French Dragoons amongft them to Teach them
Succoths Leffon by the Briars and Thorites of the Wilder-

nefs. Well, God with a miracle of Mercy, has by the late

Revolution, Refcued them from fome of thofe Dangers : and
yet there are a company of Reflles Perfons amongft them,

that are ftruggling to get them back into what they have
Efcaped ; And Lyes are the Refuge unto which therein they

have had their Recourfe.

There

'^ Chamberlayne's " Angliae Notitias," tinued for many years as an Annual
or Prefent State of Great Britain, con- Regifter.
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There fcarce ever went a Civil ftranger into thofe parts,

but he hath Admired & Predicated the Charity, Civility

and Hofpitality of that People
;
yet fome Ill-minded men,

who went thither Poor enough, and after grew Rich and
Great amongft them, have been fo abominably ungrateful as

to Revile that Country with Clamours and Slanders, pur-

pofely to procure them all Manner of Oppreffions. And
altho' (by the juft Judgment of God) fome of thofe Malecon-

tents and Ill-wilers of their Neighbours, were of the firfl

that fmarted under OppreJJio7is of their Arbitrary Govern-

ment, yet they are (it feems) dill Joging on in the fame
Track of Malevolence, nor will the reft be warned by this

Experience.

But of all the Revilings with which that People have been

abufed, we know not if worfe Bcares Skijis have been at any
time put on them then thofe contained in an Addrefs lately

made to the King by a fmall Knot of Male contents in

Bojlon, who injurioufly ftile themfelves by the Name of the

Church of England.
It runs in fuch Terms as thefe.

' To the Kings moft Excellent Majejiy.
' The Htimble Addrefs of Your Majejiies mojl Loyall and
' Dutifull Subje6ls of the Church of England in Bofton, in

' Your Majeflies Territory and Dominion of New-E^igland.

* Mofi Gracious Soveraign,
* There has but feiu years pafl over our heads fince by the

' Grace a7id Favour of Your Majeflies Royall Predeceffor, we
* were delivered from the Slavery and Thraldom of a mofl
' Extravagant and Arbitrary Government, which had long
' been Exercifed over us, and many others of Yotir Majeflies
' Subjefls, tmder Colour and pretence of a Charter {wherein

'no
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* no part thereof but the Name, was ever made ufe of or
' Regarded) a7id by that 7neans have bee^i fa happy as to enjoy
' the freedom of Divzjie Service & Worfnp after the rnanjier

'of the Church of England; which was never until the
' Vacati7ig of the faid Charter Ad^nitted or allowed to any

;

' but all were forced by their Penal Laws to freqtient their
' Meetijtgs ; and be deprived of the be7iefit of the Sacrament^
' and other Sacred Rites : A^one being admitted thereto but
'fuch as are in Church Covenant and fellowfhip with them,
' and. their Childj^en, which doth not include the Tenth part of
' Your Majeflies SubjeHs in thefe parts, to the greatfianie and
' Scandall of the Chriflian Religion and hinderance of the
* Propogation thereof

' That thd fince we have had the Liberty of 07ir Religioji
' we have efideavoured to carry ou^felves Void of Offence to

' thofe that Dijfent from us, and have at our ozvn Charge
' Built and ErreHed a Convenient Church for the Publique
* Wor/Jiip a7id Service of God; Yetfich is the Mahice of our
' Diffenting Neighbours, that we are beco7ne the Object of
' their fcor7i, a7id forced to take 77za7ty Aff7^07its a7id I7idig7ii-

' lyes by them freq7ie7itly offered to our Perfo7is & Religio7i^
' which fo77ie of their pri7icipall Teachers have lately i7i a
' P7^i7ited Treatife cha7'ged to be Idolat7y a7id Popery.

' We have lately to our g7^eat Ho7'-7^or a7id A77iazc7ne7it bee7t

'forced to behold A well Eftabliflied & Orderly Govern-
' ment here Szibverted a7id Overth7^ow7i : the Governoiir, feveral
* of the Cotmcil, a7id other pri7icipall Officers a7id Perfo7is by

'force of Armes Seized a7id Kept tuidcr lo7ig a7id hard
' L7nprifo7i7ne7it, Your Majeflies Sta7iding Fo7^ces a7id others
' Raifed a7id imployed for the Defe7ice of the Co7i7it7y agai7fl
' our L7tdia7i a7td other E7te77ties diffa7ided, a7td their Officers
' Cruelly Seized a7id L77ip7Hfo7ied, a7td by that 77iea7ies a7t Ad-
' va7itage given to our E7ie7nies who have fi7ice deffroyed a7td
' laid wafle a very Co7ifiderable a7td goodly part of Your

' Majeffies
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Majefties Territory, with the lofs offame Hundreds of Your
SudJeHs ; via7iy Forts and Garrifons in thofe Parts of con-

fiderable force & Service which by the Difbandi?ig of the

Souldiers were loft and deferted. Your Majefties Frigat here

Ordered for the defe^tce and fecurity of the Coafis againfi

Pirats and other Eneinyes, Difmantled and 7nade whotly

ti7iferviccable whilefi Pirats infefled the fame ; and Your
Majefties Revenue which amounted to about 12 000 Pound
Per Annum, wholly loft : and all this by a party ofpretended

• Zealo2is and Godly men moved upon no other grounds or

Reafons but their own III Principles Malice & Envy, being

mo7'e fond and Regardfil of their former Charter Govern-

ment {famous for Nothing but their Male Adminiftrations

and Cruel Perfectitions of all perfons Differing from them

in matter of Religion Only) tha^i of their Duty and Alle-

giance to your Majeffy ; who have fi7ice taken iipon the7n to

fet tip & Exercife theirfaidformer Government, a7id to put
in Executio7i their pretended Laws made under the fame,
which are wholly contrary and repugnant to the Laws &
iGovernnunt of Your Majefties Realm of E7igla7id, a7id to

the great greviance and Oppreffion offome Tho2ifands of
Your Majefties Loyal Subje^s; but more particularly to

thofe who 710W Himtbly Addrefs Your Majeffy, who have

bee7t thereby Injured and abufed both i7i our Civil and Reli-

gious concer7iment ; Our Church <5jj/ their Rage and Fury
havi7ig been greatly hurt a7td Damniffed, a7id dayly Threat-

7zed to be ptilled down a7id deffroyed ; Our Minifter hindred

and Obffrufted i7i the Difcharge of his Duty a7id Office
;

a7td we 710W put U7ider the Burde7i of moff Exceffive Rates

and Taxes, to fupport the i7itereff of a Difloyall prevailing

pa7'ty amo7igff us, who under prete7its of the Publick good
Defign nothing but Ruine a7id Deftrudion to us a7id the

whole Country.

'And as we cannot but from the bottom of our hearts
' Declare
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* Declare otir titter Abhorrance & DiJIike of thofe and all
' other their Sediciotis Aftions and proceedings, fo we are
' Refolved with patience to tindergoe aiid fiffer whatfoever

'JJiall be impofed tipon tis, and to maintain 07cr Duty and
' Allegiance to Your Majejlies ; not doubting btit that by Your
' Majejlies gracious favour and Proteflion weJJiall be Relieved
' and Delivered from the fame.

' Amongft thefe our Sufferings we are greatly Comforted,
* when to our abmtdant joy & fatisfanio'n we received the
* Joyfd News of Yolir Majefties Great and glorious Enter-
* prife for the defence and maintenance of the Proteftant
' Religion and Intereft, and of Your Majefties happy Accef-
* fion to the Crown ; and hnce Your Majefty has been
' gracioufly pleafed to have Partictilar Regard io the Religion
' of the Church of England, fo we hope that fmall Branch
' thereof which hath but lately Sprung forth in this Remote ,

' part of the World, will not want Your Majefties favour and
' Countenance that it may grow up and Flourifli and bring
' forth Fruits of Religion and Loyalty, to the honour of
' Almighty God, and the Promotion and Increafe of Your
' Majefties intereft and Service.

• And to that end we humbly befeech Your Majefty that we
' may not be left under that Anarchy and confufion of Gov-
' ernment under which this Country hath fo long Groaned

:

' but that the fame may be Ruled and Governed, by a Gover-
* no2ir & Council to be appointed by Your Majefty, with
* the Advice of an Affembly of the People in matters proper
' for their Cognizance, as others Your Majejlies Plantations
' are Ruled and Governed, with fuch other Liberties and
' Priviledges as Your Majefty fliall think moft proper and
' conducing to Your Majefties Service and the General Wel-
' fare of Your Subje61s in the Several parts of this Your
' Territory and Dominion of New-England.

' That the great God of Heaven will Continue to Blefs
' Your
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Your Majejiies with a glorious Succefs in all Your under-

takings, Enable You to Vanquifli and overcome all Your
Enemies, and give You a Long, peaceable, and profperous

Reign over us and all Your Subje6ls Through out Your
Realm and Dominions ; and that they may never be wanting

to fliew forth their Duty and Obedience to Your Majejiies,

is and fliall be the hearty and Continued Prayers of
• Your Majefties moft Dutifull and

' Loyal Subje6ls, in the Name
' and at the Dehre of the

' whole Church

Samuel Miles, M. A.
Francis Foxcrofl,

Sa77tuel Raven/croft,
Church Wardens/

UyUS contrarium Veriini ejl. 'T is queflionable

whether there are Twenty Confiderate perfons in

New-England, who upon the Reading of this fluff,

would notprefently fay, upon \\-\^\x owu Knoivledge,

this Prolix Harangtie contains not a little Falfchood ; and

that a Dire6l Travejlee to the whole would be a far more
honefl Declaration of their minds. The name of A71 Ad-
drefs is too gentile ^or fuch a Scandalous Paper. But if we

may
'« Samuel Myles was the fucceflbr of

Robert Ratcliffe as Re6lor of the Epif-

copal Church in Bofton, having been
inducted 29th June, 1689. We (hall

have occafion to fpeak more fully of

him in a fubfequent note. Francis

Foxcroft was the third fon of Daniel

Foxcroft, of Weetwood, co. York, and

thus of honorable defcent. He was a

fupporter of Andros, and imprifoned

with three others in 1689. (See Vol.

I, p. 4.) Samuel Ravenfcroft, as before

ftated, (Vol i, p. 5,) probably left Boflon
with his family foon after the date of

this petition.
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may Admit that Gentleman's Notation of a Libell (a Lie

becaufe Falfe, and a Bell becaufe Loud) this whole Paper

being Oite Loud Lie (founding from America to E^trope)

may be hence forth called A Libell. The Reader we fuppofe

cannot but have marked the General Lmpndence thereof:

Yet let us a little further Gutt the Creature now in our

hands, and difcover fome more of its Garbage.

Si q2iod vis Dixeris, qiicB non vis Aiidies.—That's the

Theme (Mr. Rhombiis) and now come we to the Exordittm:

The Infcription runs thus, To the Kings mojl Excellent Ma-
jejly &c.,—and why not to the King and Queens ? has She
no fb.are in the Regency / But indeed what Lving do they

mean ? we find fcarce one word in the whole which (with a

tollerable Interpretation) might not be applyed to the late

King James: But there are divers Expreffions which cannot

be ufed to our Illuftrious King William without a mod faucy

& frantick Impudence : 'Twas therefore likely intended for

K. James; and then it was delivered to K. Williain : let

them confider how the miftake happened. As to the Titles

they give themfelves and their Addrefs, Humble, Mojl Loyall,

Dutiful, and of the Church of England ; let them pafs here

as a Complemental crack, but we fliall fay fomething to them
hereafter.

Now for the pedantick Narration, in which fee how Wifely

they begin with Celebrating the grace and favour oi His
Majeflies Royall Predeceffor in the change of New-Englands
Government about 4 or 5 years fmce : mean while confider

how negligent are all the Corporations of England (whereof

that of New-Engla7id was called one) that they have not all

this while Reprefented to His Majefly the High opinion

they had of His late Majeflies Grace and Favotir in depriving

thejTi of their Charters. A Grace and Favour, fay yee } we
thought
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thought his prefent Majeflies defcent into England was on

purpofe to deliver the Englifli Nation from fuch favotirs.

A favotir? no, 'twas a Treafon againft the Crown of Eng-

land, as defigned to deflroy the Dominions thereof; and if

fo, they which carried that Token of love, deferve fomething

for their labour. As to New Engla^id in particular, it was a

monjirous favour, to overturn that Government under which

the Plantation had flouriflied fome fcores of years, and not

one in Twenty but dreaded an alteration thereof; and in the

Room of it to Eftablifli a Government abfolutely deftru(ftive

to the Englifli-mans Magna Charta, empowering a French-

ma7i^'^ w\^ fotir more {none of them chofen by the people) to

make Laws, leavy Taxes, and fend all of them 2 or 3000
miles out of their Country when they pleafed : whether a

Defenjive War fliould call for any fo to be fo expofed or no

:

This was the Grace and favour which they received.

The favourable way of conveying this memorable favour,

we fuppofe the New Englanders do well Remember. 'Twas

by a Quo Warrajito iffued out againft them, and a Declara-

tion requiring thofe few particular perfons mentioned therein,

to make their defence at their own particular charge. The
Governour and Company appointed an Attorney to appear

and anfwer the Qtw Warranto in the Court of the Kings
Bench. But the profecutors not being able to make any

thing of it there, a new fuite was [favourably) commenced,
by a Scire Facias in the high Court of Chancery : there,

tho' an Impoffble time^^ for their appearance and anfwer was

affigned, yet Judgment was entred up againft them for

default in non appearance ; and was not all this admirable

grace andfavour ? Befides this, they cannot hitherto forget,

that

" We do not remember another in- '« The queftion of undue hafle being

ftance of the charge of being a French- difplayed in the forfeiture of the Char-

man having been brought againft An- ter has been already difcuffed in our

dros. As a Guernfeyman it was an firft volume, p. 66.

obvious though unfounded taunt.
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that altho' King Charles (In his Declaration) affured them

that no man there iliould be Invaded in his property, yet

upon the vacating of their Charter their new Mafters made
bold and did them the favotir to tell them that they had

now loft all Titles to their Lands ; they were all the Kings :

and accordingly began to ferve Writts of Intrnjion upon

them. As for thofe that are fond o{ fiich favours, let them

have their Belly full, and much good may it do them.

Yet all this might [have] had {on\Q favour in it, if it were

(as they fay) a Deliverance f^om the Slavery and Thraldom

of a mofl Extravagant & Arbitrary Government: furely if

it had been fuch as they reprefent it, yet it is not a little

uncouth for the favourers of the latter ufurpations to call it

fo. And yet let them know {how Extravagant and Arbitrary

foever it was) few in the Territory were for its diffolution,

but fuch as were for the raifmg of their own fortunes upon

their Neighbours mines. The Government by Charter con-

taining divers priviledges for encouragement of fo great an

undertaking, was the product of King and Council, on whofe

wifdom 'tis no fmall Refledion to call it Extravagant.

Oh ! but they fay. No part of the Charter btit the name,

was ever made ufe of or regarded. A charge which their

moft Violent accufers had never yet fothead enough to

alledge againft them : why was not this proved where the

Qtw Warrantors were ferved? Indeed the Adminiftrators

of the Government were men who had their faults, but all

mankind knows they have been ready to corred the Errours

when they have feen they did not rightly underftand fome

Particulars in their Charter.

Well ; but it feems the Deftrudion of that Government

has made fome fo happy as to enjoy the freedom of Divine

Service and WorfJiip after the 7na7iner of the Church of Eng-

land, which was never untill the Vacating of thefaid Charter

admitted
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admitted or allowed to any. 'Tis true that the Common
Prayer WorJJiip was not fo publickly ufed before the late

tifurpatio7i and Invafion of their Government. But fee the

reafon ; 'T was not becaufe the Government would not allow

it (that's the fliamelefs he of thefe Addrcjfors); the Govern-

ment never did nor durji- hinder any perfons from the ufe of

that Service. They many years fmce repeal'd a Law (made
in the days of yore) which feemed to bare a httle upon but

one piece of that Service. They have always had that regard

unto the Statutes of England, that they never (as we can

learn) gave the leaft moleftation to that way;'^^ altho' 'tis well

known that Plantation was Ere6led by the firft planters on
purpofe to avoid many things therein. The truth of the

matter is this ; There could never be found amongft them to

make a Sufficient Congregation to that zaay, untill the

change of the Government powered in fome ftrangers who
were to raife (to themfelves) Eftates amongft them. Before

that, thofe of that way who had any vifible fenfe of Religion

ufually joyned in worfliip with the Churches oi Nezu-England
as finding nothing in thofe Adminiftrations to offend their

Confcience, tho' perhaps not enough to pleafe their Appetite.

Befides if any one appear to be a man fearing God, they

receive him to the Lords Table, notwithflanding his being

Epifcopal. Or if at any time there were any number of that

way, they could never find Clergic-men to undertake the care

of their souls. 'Tis confeffed that once or twice a Debauched
Priejl

'» Notwithftanding this denial, it is from keeping the feftivals and fafts of

clear from the repeated reference to the the Church of England. The Colonifts

points in the difcuffion between the (fee MafT. Records, vol. iv, part ii, p.

Colony and the Crown, after 1660, that 220,) in 1662, attempted to prove their

the Epifcopalians were aggrieved in previous innocence, and certainly pro-

two ways. They were liable to a fine mifed abundant toleration. There was
for not attending fome regular meeting, probably ground for the views of both

and they had in reality no church of parties ; Epifcopacy had been difcour-

their own eftabliflied at which they aged and made pra6lically impoffible,

might attend. They were alfo debarred but not in terms forbidden.
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Pricjl has appeared amongfl them
;
particularly one Varden-

dofc/i^'^ who, befides the good work of Baptizing a noted
Whore or two of his acquaintance, made private Marriages
without any previous publication of Banes (which is a nu-

fance & Ba7ie to all humane fociety) ; and yet fo tender was
the Government as only to give them fome Orall Rebukes,

upon which the guilty Knaves have run away. Perfons
indeed that will Drink, Sweare, Fornicate, pra6lice and
preach up (the honeft games of) Cards, Dice &c, have never
found New-England a good Fifliing ground. And others

that have had more Grace have alfo (for the mod part) had
more Witt than to Crofs the Ocean for a dwelling in fo Cold
a Country. And this is all the Interruption that ever the

Church of England found in thofe parts of the World.

They next affirm that all this while, /7ie/i as were in fellow-

Jliip and Church Covenant there and their Children do not

include a Tenth part of His Majcjlies SubjeHs in thofe parts.

Which if true we muft needs fay, Tis (as they add) to the

great fiame and Scandal of the Chriflian Religion. But
where muft the Shame lye .-^ The Churches there open the

Doors for all godly men to come to their Sacraments. Let
any perfon (of whatever perfwafion) manifeft a real piety, and
fee if they fliall be denied any Ecclefiaflical Priviledges or

Ordinances. In the fame Church there have been Prefby-
teria7is, Independents, Epifcopalians and Antipccdobaptifis, all

welcome to the fame Table of the Lord when they have
manifefted to the Judgment of Chriflian Charity a work of

Regeneration in their fouls. To fpeak plainly ; If the

Church
*' Savage fays that Lawrence Van- tember fays Judge Sewall, he joined

derbofk, a Huguenot clergyman, under- together Giles Sylvefter and Hannah,
took to folemnize marriages in Bofton widow of Benjamin Gillam. The rev-

in 1685. " He was brought before a erend oiTender went to New York the

tribunal for this enormity and promifed fame week."
'to do no more fuch things,' yet in Sep-
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Church of England do Praflice according to what it does

profcfs in the OuaHfications which the Rubrick of its Liturgy-

requires of all Communicants, it mufl Exclude more than
Ten of its members from the Sacrament where the Church
of New-England Excludes one in any of its Congregations.

Yea, travel to any Englifli Plantations in America, and
fee whether Neiu-England has not proportionably Ten times

more Communicants than any of them all. It is well known
that Barbados and Virginia are no Countrys of Non-conform-
ifts to the Church of England ; will you then know what Mr.
Godwin ^^ (a Chnrch-man of their own) teftifies concerning
them.? Oi Barbados he writes thus : A Country in England
of the fame Extent with this Ifland has commo7ily aii hundred
or more Parifies and Minifiers ; but in this Ifland half of
the Churches are dcflitiite, thd but Eleven in all : and in thofe

Churches that are betterfupplied, it is known that Prayers and
Sermons are ifually delivered to little more than the bare walls
only, notwithfianding the Multit^ide of Englifi people belong-

ing to each, of whom not a fifth part cotUd be admitted into

m^qjl of them fiiould they all appear.

Of Virginea he writes ; It is mofi certaijt, that there are
many families who have never beeji prefent at any publique
Exercife of Religionfince their Importatio7i into that Collony. .

Thcfe things were publiflied more than Ten Years fmce

;

and it may be foon Enquired whether the Bifhop oi London
(who claims Jurifdidions over thofe Countnsys) has yet
redreffed things that are fo much to the great fJiame and
Scandal of the Chrijlian Religion. Why the Epifcopalians
now fliould reprefent New-England as odious upon this

Account, no Reafon but Malice can be given. However we
fliall indeed be forry, if His Majefties Subjedls in New-
Englajid do fo much difregard the great King of Heaven

;

that

"' We have not been able to obtain the title of Mr. Godwin's difcourfe.
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that not a Tenth part of them can, or will make a good
Claim unto His Bleffed Sacraments ; but the Truth is, fcarce

a Tenth part of what thefe people fay, is true. If they refer

to Baptifm, we mud confefs there was One who had the

Impudence to Preach before he was Baptized ; his Name
was Sa7nuel Myles^^' M. A. : but this was none of the Coun-

try's fault, 'twas becaufe of his Defcent. There are divers

times Te7i Towns in that Countrey that have not half Ten

families (free from a bad fame) in which the Children are not

Baptized. If the Affertion of thefe Reproaches could any

where be verified, one would think it fliould be in Bojlmi

(which moft abounds with Strangers and confequently with

Vices) ; yet if any man fhould fay, they that are i^i Chitrch

Covenant and their Children do not make a Tenth part of
His Majefiies Subje^s there, all the Town would proclaim

him a moft notorious Lyar. It feems there is one Tenth

pai^t of the Ten Commandments which thefe men have no

concernment for. But perhaps there is a reafon for it.

Say they. That tho" fince we have had the Liberty of our

Religion &c. And what is their Religion.? do the Ten
Commaiidments belong thereunto t how then do they make
fo light of the Ninth, and become fuch bold falfe Accufers

without Scruple .? will they nullifie that, as the Papifts have

the Second, and fome others who have lifted at the Fourth;

the Tenth too (as will appear in the fequel) and perhaps all

the

« Samuel Myles, fays Savage, was tory of King's Chapel,) fays that Myles
the fon of Rev. John Myles of Swan- vifited England in July, 1692, returning

fey, who came from Swanfea, Wales, in July, 1696, and he continued to offi-

about 1662. He was graduated at Har- ciate, with occafional affiftance, till his

vard College in 1684, and fucceeded death in March, 1727-8. He married

Ratcliffe as Reftor of the King's Cha- the widow of Rev. Mr. Danfy.

pel at Bofton in 1689. From the fore- Of his character, Greenwood writes,

going paffage it would feem that there " he muft have been a worthy and pious

may have been fome irregularity about man and an acceptable preacher."

his qualifications. Greenwood, (Hif-
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the reft (o ftand in their way as that they muft be all kicked

down, or they can never have the Liberty of their Religion,

and go on comfortably therein. Our Religion ! What then ?

will they fay that their Religion lyes in a few Ceremonies (or

if you will, Complements) which, they muft own were never

called for by the word of God? Our Religion, and why
ours ? It feems it is a diftinct one from that commonly
profeffed in New-England (the true Proteftant reformed

Religion) which is alfo profeffed by the CJmrch of England?
Then 't is certainly nothing elfe but a mark of Separation, a

Criterio7t of a Ea^ion in Bojioii, Arrogating the name of the

Church of E^igland. But be it what it will,"^ ''fince we enjoyed

the Liberty thereof
" We have endeavoured to carry ourfelves Void of offence to

thofe who diffcntfrom tis!' 'Tis the very Language of Julian
the Apofiate when he Rob'd the Primitive Chriftians of their

All ; he thus befpeaks them. " Goodpeople, I hope this is no

Offeiice to you, 'Tis to help you to Heaven, foryou know your
Maffer taiight you : Bleffed are the poor." Now (Reader)

confider The chief Adminiftration of the late Government
was in the hands of men moftly of their Commimioii : and
then fee how Inoffenfive was their carriage towards the New-
Englanders that diffented from them. 'Twas (doubtlefs) no

Offence to the New-Englanders to be publickly and frequently

told, That {the Commo7i Rights of Englifftmen belonged to

them, and that it was notfor His Majcfties Inte^'eft theyffiould

Thj^ive.) Was it not Void of Offence, that when any of them
did but peaceably propound a leave to petition His Majefty

for an Affembly before Taxes were Raifed, they were after a

hard Iniprifo^mtent, Eined fome 20, 30, 50 Pound, befides

intollerable Fees, at the fame time Exaded from them.?

What
^ We have employed quotation marks in ufe at the time this pamphlet was

in many inftances, to avoid the conftant printed.

—

Ed.
recurrence of the brackets which were
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What Offence could it be that fome of their principal Gen-
tlemen in the Country fhould be Imprifoned, bound to the

behaviour, and Cruelly fqueezed by the demands of Cormo-
rant Meffengers and Officers, and all without any accufation,

but on the rneerfnfpition that they were of the fame opinion

:

and that fome of their former Magijlrates were more than a

Half year Imprifoned without any fault laid to their charge,

and were denied an Habeas Coj'ptis when their petitions

fought it ? It was no Offence to them for their Minifiers to

be draged out of their own Country, that they may be tryed

iox feditioiis Preaching, by a Jury moft of the Church and be

fure none of the Diffenters becaufe their own Country
(where they were beft known) could not afford a Pannel
wicked enough to Ruine them, on the Teftimony of one

fmgle debauched perfon, contradided by the whole Affembly
that heard the Sermon : What if in fuch Triall of a Minifter,

we borrowed a point or two of our Law, in admitting no
Exceptions againft ftrange Lodgers, Journey-men, and other

mean fellows ; who muft all be capacitated by one of our

Worfliipfulls then on the Bench more than once offering to

truft this or that man for 40 Pounds, when he was excepted

againft as Incompetent ?

What if by another Worfliipfull of ours fome witneffes
"^

of the Defendant was threatned with the Gaol, for offering

to Swear to a dangerous Truth ? What if our Church here

fubfcribing, follacing themfelves in a Tavern with divers

other Company out of Zeal to the bufmefs, ftormed at the

news brought in (that the Defendant was acqnited) and one
of them particularly faid, that {had he been 07ie of the fury,
he would have either fiarved himfelf or all the refl, but the

Bill

'< The original text has wrongly the poraneous with the publication, and we
woi'd " writes " for witneffes. Our copy have confequently followed the amended
of the original has been carefully cor- text in many cafes,

retted in a handwriting nearly contem-
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BillJhojild have dee?t found)? It feems he knew fome con-

fiderable Intreague depending there upon. But what then ?

who need be Offended at any or all of this? It was no

Offence to them to be debarred from ever meeting above once

a year to Tranfa6l any Pariffi btifincfs, for fear they fhould

reprefent their greivances to the King for his Redrefs. And
for the fame caufe, that a little Junfto of them at New-York
(after they could not make it pafs at Bofton) fliould Spawn
an An. prokibitmg any majis goiiig out of New-England,
without a chargeable permiffion obtained from the Secretary ?

What Offence was it for them to be Outed of all Title to

their Lands, after all the incredible Labour & Treafure, fpent

in their fubduing ? and to be compelled to buy a Title at a

price which all the Moneys and moveables in the Territory

could not have fatisfied ? Was it any Offence to them, that

the Lands of Widdows and Orphans and other peoples

proprieties were beg'd into their own hands by fome of the

Counfellors ruling over them ? And if the Inhabitants of

any Town did but effay to make a Voluntary Subfcription

for a ftock to bear the Charges of a Triall at Law for their

Town Lands thus invaded, they were Profecuted, Imprifoned,

and Fined, as the worlt of Criminalls. It was no Offence to

them, that Villians have gone into Courteous and Honeft

houfes in the Country, where the Civil Inhabitants have

given them a Cup of Drink upon their requeft, and then the

Knaves dropping -^pejice in a By-Corner of the Houfe, have

gone and Sworn they bought Drink there. If upon this the

good people have been fined and if fome Great people went

fnips with thofe who lived upon this abominable Trade,

what offence is there in all this .? It was no offence to them

that when their Oppreffors never puniflied a Quaker for not

Swearing at all, they yet puniflied many Holy and Worthy
men for only Scrupling that mode of ufmg the Book in

Swearing; and this at the fame time when they Allowed
New-
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New-Yorkers (under the fame Government) to Swear with

an tip lifted hand, as the New-Englanders defired and offered

to do upon all Occafions. But in New-England (it feems)

fome Jobbs were to be done, which fometimes Required
fliaking off a Tejliuiony or Garbling of a Jury, If Sheriffs

had not pundlually obferved their Inftruflions; and therefore

was it not very neceffary A dillin6lion fliould be made ?

Let not the Reader think that thefe things are fpoken
without /r<9^; the Agents of Nezv England will (we fuppofe)

Immediately^^ Publifli the proofs of thefe Articles they have
brought hither againft Sir Edmond Androfs and his accom-
plices, being obliged thereunto by one Capt. Palmer, (lately

Dub'd a Judge in New-England) who has put his Name to

the Title Page of a Pamphlet, formerly & privately Printed

in that Country, Compofed by the Affiflance of a Native
there,^*^ and now Republiflied at London ; the defigne of it

is

^^ This paflage would fix the iflue of
this pamphlet as being prior to the

publication of the larger work, the
" Revolution in New England Juftified,

&c., 1691."
*® From the concluding pages of this

pamphlet, it may be inferred that Palm-
er's affiftant was Bulkeley—viz :

" Sir

William Jones, who was Attourney
General in the Reign of K. Charles the
Second, and knew as much of the Law
as any Palmer or Bulkley of them all."

This paffage occurs where Palmer's
Account is under fpecial examination.
There is every probability that the
affiftant of Palmer was Gerfliom Bulke-
ley, of Wethersfield, who was a zealous
advocate of Andros and his Govern-
ment. He is often cited as the author
of " Will and Doom," a ponderous work
in favor of Andros, which has never
yet been printed, though the manufcript
is extant. (See Trumbull's Conn.

Records, iii. 388-9.) It is clear that

the firft edition of Palmer's • Account
was printed in Philadelphia, where
Bulkeley had a volume printed in 1689.

By the kindnefs of George Brinley,

Efq., of Hartford, we give a copy of its

title, as follows ;

" The Peoples Right to Eledion, or
Alteration of Government in Connedli-
cott. Argued in a Letter ; By Ger-
SHOM Bulkeley, Efq. ; one of their

Majefties Juftices of the Peace in the

County of Hartford. Together with a
Letter to the faid Bulkeley, from a
Friend of his in the Bay. To which is

added the Writing delivered to James
Ruffell, of Charleftown, Efq., warning
him and others concerned, not to meet
to Hold a Court at Cambridge, within

the County of Middlefex. By Thomas
Greaves, Elq.

; Judge of their Majef-
ties Inferior Court of Pleas, and one of
their Majefties Juftices of the peace

within
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is to Slander the honeft New Englanders, Efpecially with

reference to the Revohttion ; the Occafion whereof being

manifefted in the feveral proofs of all that is charged upon
them, will clear that people from his Imputations ; and then

the World will fee if we talk at Random.

The people of New England endured thefe and a hundred
more fuch Injuries, chiefly from a little Gang among them
who went by the Name of the Clmrch of Englajid : And yet

all this while yee^^ Silly New Englanders have more Witt

(we hope) than to Take Offence at fuch things as thefe. Ay,

and if they had likewife Butchered you all, you had not

been like Sheep (as you are) if you had ever taken the leafl

Offeiice at your Oppreffors.

Offence ? no ; So fweet and Kind were they, that to Avoid
Offence, they (have as they fay) At their own charge built

and Erected a Convenicjit Church. A great piece of Stipcrer-

ogation. But when was this done ? why, 't was after they had
the free ufe of the Town-houfe which would more than have

contained them all : but this would not ferve their turn :

they then demanded the Keys of the South Meeting houfe,

which when fome Gentlemen (who had a Right in the

Houfe) did not furrender, Governour Androfs told them
he

within the faid county. And alfo his pamphlet with that of Palmer's firft

Answer to Mr. Broadftreete and the edition makes it certain that they pro-

Gentlemen mett at the Tc-yn-Houfe in ceeded from the fame prefs. Efpecially

Bofton, concerning the fame, Publifhed we would note the initial " T," with

for the Information and Satisfaftion of which both pamphlets begin. It may
their Majefties loyall (but abufed) Sub- hh added that Bulkeley's pamphlet has

jefts in New-England. Philadelphia
;

the title arranged in the fame mode as

Printed by Affignes of Willia?n Brad- Palmer's, viz. at the top of the firft

ford, Anno 1689." 4to, pp. 18. page, and it is almoft certain that

The title is only the heading of p. i, neither had a feparate title-page.

—

Ed.
occupying rather more than half of the " " Yee " in the text feems an error

page. of the printer for y*^, meaning " the."

A comparifon of the type of this
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he zvoTcld prcfe7itly feize on that Hou/e and all the Meeting

Houfes in the Country, and hinder them from Coiitribiiting

the Value of Tiuo pence toward the maintenance of any Non-
Conformifi Miiiiflers. He alfo bade them Confider ivhat

Effects the Stifnefs of the Protefiants in France had, who
would not Yield in what they might have done (note that

well) and now there is not the name of a Protefiant in

France. But this not prevailing, they thruft them felves

into that Me.eting-houfe, and there continued untill by Inter-

rupting the people of the South Congregation, often in their

Times, fometimes in the very parts of their Worfliip the

whole Town cryed Ihame upon them. And then 'twas {bonis

avibus) they thought of Buit

Now to evidence that they did this great work At their

own Charge. 'Tis notorious they went a beggijig'^'^ to all the

Congregations in the Town for Money to Ere6i: their Edifice,

which they call a Church (tho' by the way, it was never

Confea^ated) Several Non-Conformifts gave towards it
;
(as

the Indian worfliiped one whom he feared elfe would hurt

him.) Such contributors (we fuppofe) Expe6i:ed no great

reward of their bounty in the other World, and now they

fee they are like to have none in this. Thus at their own
Charge they built an Houfe ; but can the Towns-men of

Boflon tell at whofe charge the Land was purchafed }'^'^

All

'* Concerning this forcible appropria- ^^ The queftion of the land on wliich

tion of the South meeting-houfe, fee the firft wooden Chapel was erefted has

Greenwood, (pp. 36-41.) "The offenfe always been a fource of ill-natured re-

has often been magnified, but as will be mark. There is no doubt that a por-

feen, it was not a confifcation of the tion of the public burying-ground was
Church, or real injury to its owners. thus taken, and poffibly in order to

^''Thefe contributions were fanftioned obtain fufficient room, a few graves

by Andros. See a warrant from him were difturbed, as the writer of this

to Capt. Anthony Howard, Capt. Wil- pamphlet feems to intimate in a fubfe-

liam White and Mr. Thaddeus Mac- quent paffage. The ground covered by
carty, printed in Maff. Hiftorical Soc. the firft building was however much
Coll. 3rd Series, vol. i, p. 84. fmaller than that occupied by the pref-

ent
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All this Inoffe7ifiveiiefs & Charge notwithftanding Such is

the Mallice &c—How ? Scorn fuch a well deferving people
and thofe who have fo many ways obliged you, to return
upon them many and often Affronts and Indignityes ?

However the Affro7its of their perfons they could bear,

but for the Indignityes offered unto their Religion they
cannot but Complain : for (they fay) Some of their principall
Teachers have lately {in a Printed Treati/e) Charged our
Religion to be Idolatry and Popery.—Indeed !— It feems then
all their Religion lyes in a few Traditio7ts of Men ; for we
know of no Treatife among the New-Engla7iders againft any
thing elfe, and fo 'tis no wonder if it meets with fuch a
charge.

By

ent Chapel, and at the time of its erec-
tion this land was on the very verge of
the Common. A feries of articles by
the late N. I. Bowditch, Efq., in the
Bofton Tranfcript, fhows the probable
condition of the land in 1686. The
corner lot, where the Albion and the
brick houfes on Beacon ftreet now
Hand, belonged to Penn Townfend.
The next eftate was John Coggan's,
covering the Pavilion eflate ; then on
Tremont ftreet was the Bellingham lot
and one or two more poffibly, and in

the centre, about the place occupied by
the ftores over which Mr. Papanti's
hall extends, was the Sewall eftate.

Here was a ridge called Cotton Hill,

and at its foot was the road befide the
burying-ground, fmce known as Tremont
ftreet. On School ftreet, juft below the
Chapel, was the town fchool, and in

behind this was a houfe which muft
have occupied nearly the fite of the
City Hall. There was evidently no
particular reverence paid then to the
boundaries of the burying-ground, prob-
ably as little as we now witnefs in moft
New England villages.

The Epifcopalians made feveral at-

tempts to buy land at Cotton Hill of

Judge Sewall, but he refufed to fell.

In the new volume of " Mather Pa-
pers," (Mafl". Hift. Soc. 4th S. viii. 517,)
Sewall writes under date of 24 July,

1688 :
" Tis finally faid that the Church

fhall be fet between the School Houfe
and Capt. Townfend's corner, many of
the Council urging it, fo that it might
not ftand juft full up with Mr. Moodey's
gate, where it would have wholly cut
off the way between my fence and John
Coney's, and have ftood upon the cart-

way that now is into the ground."
From this it appears that the land was
taken by direftion of the Council, and
after confulting the wifties of the owners
of the neighboring land, in the feleftion

of the fpot. In 1748, the Church
bought certain pieces of land of the
town, before proceeding to ere6l the
new ftone building ; and it would feem
reafonable, that if the town could then
grant away a portion of the yard, the
Governor and Council as fupreme au-

thority in 1688, had the fame right to

make the original grant.
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By the Treatife they mention, we fuppofe they mean
that for which they once perfecuted Mr. Mather the

Younger :

^^ a Treatife Intituled The Unlaivfulnefs of the

Common Prayer WorJJiip ; which Treatife has nothing in it

but what every Non-conformiit generally fubfcribes unto.

The fumm of it is, A placid and modeft account of the

Reafons upon which the people of New England (as well as

other good people in the world) cannot conform to the

WorJJiip, though they do to the DoBrine, of the Church of
England. And this was publiflied long enough before Sir
Edmond Androfs arrived in that Country, yet a long while
after (wanting other pretexts to take off Mr. Mather from
his Minijlry) they began a procefs againft him for this

Book.

When Mr. Mather told the Juftices that the fame Law
which made that Book punifliable, would punifli all the
Non-conformifts in the Country (and there are fcarce

any other) for not being prefent at the Common-Prayer
Worfliip,—One of the Sttbfcribers of this Libell (who was
then a Juftice) replyed It was in a way to bring it to that
Extremity.

Of that Book we need fay no more than what (we hear)

Mr Mather fpake before the Juftices when they were Teizing
him about it. Gentlemen, This Little Book has only two
matters in it ; the one of Hi/lory, and the other of Argzimeiit.

As for the Hiflory it is either true or falfe; if true, you
know whom it affects : iffalfe, give mefo much as 07ie Inflance

where it is fo. As for the Argument 'tis either flrong or
weak; ifflrong, I know who has the worfl ont; if weak,
appoint fome body to fJiow wherein : your prefc7it way ofAn-
fwerings does but agree with the wretchednefs of your catfe.

And
»• Mr. Mather "the Younger " was of already (vol. i. p. i8o, note) given the

courfe Rev. Increafe Mather. We have title of his book, and of an anfwcr to it.
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And (we believe) Mr. Mather defires no better hap to befall

his Book, than to be thus complained of.

If the complainers were not Se^de themfelves when they

writt the lajl paj/age, be fure they were when they uttered

the Next ; for thus they fay.
(
IVe have to our great Horrour

and Amaze77teiit been forced to behold A well EJlabliJJied and
Orderly Goveriiment here fubverted and over thrown) 'Tis

indeed an Horrour and Amazement that has perfe6lly Crazed
them beyond the cure of Hele-bore ; they are certainly

Planct-Jlrtick. For if, when the whole Englifli Nation Af-

fembled in Parliament had by an Unanimous Vote Expreffly

declared, that The proceedings againjl the Chartei^s of New
England were Illegal & a grievance : If yet then one
(amongft them) in his fcattered Pamphlets go to convince
them " they were fairly dealt with "

: If (we fay) this mufl
needs begett wonder in the New Ejzglanders at the impu-
dence of fuch Incendiaries ; how much more to hear any
call the late Commifjion Governm,ent there " A well Eflab-

lifJied a7td Orderly Governme7it :'' and this to the very Face
of that great and juft Prince, whom the Englifh nation will

for ever Celebrate as their deliverer from fuch kinds of Gov-

ernment: what can they afcribe this unto, but fuch an
Horrour & Amazement as hath not left them fo much as

their common fenfes ?

If even in K. James his time, not a few publick Prints did

commonly call it (no lefs truly than boldly) A French Gov-

ernment, 'tis ftrange that any who fpeak Ejiglifi (now at this

time of day) fliould call it " A well EJlabliJJied and Orderly

Government^ A Government which was a Treafonable In-

vafion of all the rights belonging to the Englifh nation ; a

Government which would fcarce permit any but Knaves or

Slaves to live under its Influence ; a Government under
which Wickednefs would be fure of countenance, and Piety

be
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be as fure of the utmoft difcouragement. A Government
whereof one of your own Gang (the Memorable Ned. Ran-
dolph, in his Letter Dated June 2d. 1683) Confeffes They
were as Arbitrary as the* Great Turk, And is this your
Well EJlablifJied & orderly Government, yee Impertinent

Creatures ? Is this the Gover7iment on which (you tell His
Majefty) you are fo much enamoured ? Here again It may
be well Doubted and Enquired, to what Kings viojl Excelle^it

Majejly it is, that you Dire6i: this your uncouth Addrefs ?

They go on to Complain that the People of New-England
Seized their late oppreffors, and Referved them for what
Juflice they fliould by orders from Their Majefties be direded
unto. A thing which Their Majefties have been fo far from
blaaiing, that they have Declared Their kind Acceptance as

well as Allowance thereof. Was the Imprifonment Hard?
Shew in what Circumftances, unlefs it be grievous for a

Tyranical Bajazet to be Caged. Was it Long? Truely had
not the patience of New-England been very long, Shorter

work might have been made of the bufmefs. 'T is the

opinion of no mean perfons in England (tho' the Opinion
of New-England was otherwife). That upon their Fii'fi

Imprifojtment they might have been Tryed, Judged, Exe-
cuted, and that without blame and According to Law, (as

their Predeceffors Empfon and Dudley were) for Traytors to

the whole Englifli Nation. But the poor honeft people

rather fought their own Liberty, than to take a feverer Ven-

geance on their Adverfaryes.

Then comes the difbanding of the Standing Forces : A
word not fo very grateful to the pallate of Englifli Parlia-

ments. Standing Forces ! Whom do they mean } what
Coats did thefe Forces wear ? do they mean thofe that were
brought a thoufand Leagues to keep the Country in awe 1

A
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A crew that began to teach New-England to Drab, Drink,

Blafpheme, Curfe and Damm. A crew that were every foot

moving Tumults and Committing Infufferable Riots amongft

a quiet and peacible people, and that without Redrefs upon
frequent Complaints. Thefe were the Standing Forces ; but

they were fitt Inftruments for the work to be done by fuch a
Well EJlabliJJicd and orderly Government.

Oh, but by that vieanes, advantage was given to onr Ene-
mies, French and Indians &c. Indeed for them to lay upon
the late Revohition all the difafters which afterwards hapned
in the Eaftern Provinces of that Country, is to tell us that

the fall of Tenterden Jieeple was the caufe of Godwin-fands,

But does no body know how the French and Indians became
their Enemies ? who was it that Rob'd Cajiien (a French
man) who had Married amongfl the Indians? Well; but

fuppofe the French and Indians were Enemies to New
England: They were all Jlill the Winter before the Revolu-

tion ! And what ? were they not fo the Winter after it too ?

'T was the Shimmer (when the Leaves of the woods covered

them) was the feafon for them to do their mifchiefe ; and
Sr. Edmonds methods (however by fome applauded) could

not have prevented it. To charge the prefent Government
(after the Revolution) with difbanding the Standing Forces

and others Raifed and Employed for the defe^ice of the Coun-

try, is the bafeft thing Imaginable : for 'tis manifeft that their

difbanding of themfelves did make the Revohition. And as

for the prefent Government (of whom they do complain),

'tis certain they accepted no Intereft in the Adminiftration

of affaires, till, after the Revolutio7i, the cry of the whole

Country did even force them there unto.

There were feveral things happened, which made the

Armies Sufpicious that Sir Edmond had conduced 7 or 800
men into the Eaftern Wildernefs in the Depth of Winter,

on
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on purpofe to Sacrifice them there. As for Inftance : He,
fpeaking once to a perfon of good Quallity about the people

of New England, had feen caufe to fay They were a People

only Jitt to be rooted off the face of the Earth. Several of

the Souldiers in the army Teftifying, that divers Indians

haveing Accefs to Sir Edniond Androfs in the Fort oi Pema-
qiiid, carried away with them confiderable quantityes of

Powder and Bullets. A Captain of the Country-Souldiers,

and a great Creature of Sir Edmond's too, affirmed he faw
there a gold Ring which w^as fold to a woman by an Indian,

who declared it was given him by Sir Edinond. They knew
alfo that when the Jullices had Seized the Ring leader^'^ of the

Indians who had begun to make their fpoil upon the Englifli,

Sir Edniond fell into an extream rage, and faid (againft the

mind of fome of his Council) he would fet that Indian at

liberty. Some of the Council defired that this prifoner

might be Examined before them, to which he Replyed That
he never had a quarter of an hours conference with any of
them, and that he Sco7'ned to Difcoii^fe with any Heathen of
them all. And yet it is affirmed by perfons of good Credit,

that he Immediately withdrew and Repaired to the Prifon,

and continued feveral hours in private with that Indian, who
was foon after difmiffed : and committed afterwards the mofl
barbarous Cruelties of the Succeeding War.
They likewife knew, that when fome out-places began to

Fortify and Garrifon their houfes upon the firft: Infurre6fion

of the Indians, they were by Sir Edmund Androfs compelled
with fevere threats to defift from fo doing. Several Indians

have told ftrange Stories; as particularly, one Solo7non

Thomas (an Indian), affirmed to the people of Sudbury, that

the French and Iriffi were to take poffeffion of Bofion in the

Spring. And when John fames (an Indian) did of his own
accord affirm to feveral of Siidbury afore-faid. That Sir

Edmund
^'This Indian was Hope Hood. (See Vol. i. p. no.)
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Edmund Androfs had hired the Indians to kill the Engli/h ;

the people there fecured him and complained thereof to a

Juflice of Peace who committed him to Prifon ; but Sir

Edmund was kind to the Indian prifoner, and at the fame

time gave the bafeft abufes both to the Juflice and the com-
plaining people. Another Indian called Jofeph came and
vaunted that Sir Edmtmd had more love for them than lie

had for the EnglifJi. And a couple of Indians, whofe names
was Waterman and David, Teftifyed that the Maquas had
fent a meffmger to Pennicook (an Indian Fort) to inform

them, that Sir Edmund had hired them to Eight againfl' the

Englifh, and for that end had made them a great prefent

;

but they would not fo do, becaufe the Englifli had never

wronged them : however the Maquas faid they took the

prefent as pay for what Service they had done for the

Englifli in the former War. Thefe Maquas (or Mohawks)
were compelled by Sir Edmund to make peace with the

French at Canada, which the Indians themfelves bitterly

refented, and all men faw this was but to ferve the French
Intereft to the apparent hazard of & Ruine to New-England.
'T is true, the fober people of New-England laid very little

ftrefs upon Indian Teftimonies, yet they could not be without

Apprehenfions when they faw what methods were taken for

confuting of thefe Teftim.onies. The New-Englifli Armies
in the Eaft, who did nothing but Starve, Freez and perifh

there, knew moft of thefe things. Now confidering fuch

things as thefe and receiving the furprizing news of K.

fames his being reared into Erance, and that there upon
Sir Edmund himfelf Immediately left the Armie, they pref-

ently (many of them) without "Order went home to their

Friends ; and it was this that produced the Revobdion.

When the Revolution had calt the Government into better

hands, their firft care was to fettle the Eaft and procure a

peace

;
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peace ; but the Sachems with whom they Treated prooving

falfe, and profecuting the War, the Government of the

MalTachufetts fent the greateft Armies they could poffibly

raife, to defend the places in thofe provinces which were

mod in danger ; which has coft them many Thoitfand

Pounds, befides manyperfons lives that are loft.

And yet after all this,—for a Company of ill-minded

people to Article againft the Government for Expofmg thefe

Provinces to Ruine, when themfelves know that the whole

Country upon too manifeft grounds afcribe the beginning of
the War to fome with whom they have been beft acquainted,
—^Is a moft wicked and abominable abfurdity ! And much
more for any of thofe Eafler7i people, who have Fled from

their Plantations when many hundreds of the Maffaclnfetts

have been fent forth to Fight and Dy for their fecurity till

the owners fliall think fitt to return ; for thefe at the fame

time to Article ^^ (as fome of them have done) againft the

Maffachifetts as the caufe of their loffes ; Yea and to

pretend to the lofs of more Thonfands than they ever were

owner of Scores : is moft Diabolical falfehood & moft horrid

Ingratitude! It would better become them to refledl upon
their former manners in thofe parts, which ('tis to be feared)

have cryed as loud as but, enotigh of that (and more

than they can hear with any patience.)

Having related the Crimes of the New-Englanders by

Land, They come next to declaim againft them as Criminal

alfo at Sea. " Yonr Majeflies Frigat Ordered for the defence

and feczirity of the Coafis againfl Pirats, difnaiitled and
made wholly tinferviceable, while Pirats Infefled the faju'el'

Ay, and what if the worft Pirats came from on board of that

Frigat ?

*^ See the Petition of the Inhabitants of Maine, in our Firfl Volume, p. 176-8.
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Frigat? What if their Ammunition & Provifions were
thence deHvered to them ? What good did that Frigat do
New-England? Unlefs this were fo, that it fetch'd home
the Plunder of Cajleine, upon which began the Bloudy War?
or that the Hull lay wallowing in Bq/lo7i-H2irhom to awe
rather ih2in prole^ the Town, and Domineer over the honeft

Traders in their paffage, mean while /ler men playing Reakes
on fhoar to the great Offence and Diflurbance of the In-

habitants.

As for the peoples Difmantling of that Frigat in the time

of the RevohUiofi, we need ufe no Vindication ; the proper

Judges thereof have not Condemned bid Commended what
they did therein. What Religion the Captain profeffed we
know not, but the Lieutenant had declared himfelf to be of

King James his Religion ; and how well they were like to

prote6l that Protejlant people may be eafily Imagined. It

is well known that the Captain, in his return with her for

England, was full fraught with a Bloody Malice againfl that

honeft people, which in a time he would have fliown had not

a French Bullet by the way carried him to his own place

;

and fo it becomes us to fay lefs of him : doubtlefs he wants
not embalming by the Art of the Apothecary /

Neverthelefs, feeing there is a noife made of Pirats in

this Paragraph, it obliges us (for the Vindication of New-
England) to tell the W^orld, that there was a crew of Pirats

under the command of one Poundsf^ which lay robbing
Veffels

"Concerning this crew of pirates, they were joined by Hawkins's crew, and
fee Drake's Hiftory of Bofton, p. 490, together they took a ketch then in the

where the leader is called Thomas Bay, in which they proceeded to Cafco.

Poimd. By a petition in Mafs. Arch. Here they captured a floop and releafed

(Infer Charter Papers, xxxv. 150) it the ketch, and proceeded on a piratical

feems that a company, headed by Eleazer cruife. They were finally overtaken by
Buck and Francis Johnfon, went down the armed floop " Mary " of Bofton,

the Bay in one of the boats belonging under Capt. Samuel Peafe and Lieut,

to the Rofe frigate, under pretence of Benjamin Gallop. After a fevere fight, in

an expedition againft the French. Here which Peafe was killed and feveral were
wounded,
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Veffels on the Coaft ; thefe were purfued by a fmall Veffel

of Brifk Bojioneers, who in Their Majeflies Name and under
Their Colours, maintained a Bloody Fight with the Rogues
and took them : One of them was Executed, and in his lafl

words at the Place of Execution, confeffed and affirmed that

the Rofe Frigat had fupplyed them with their Amniwiition.
Others of the Crew broke Prifon and were Sheltered on
board of that Frigat (of which Pounds was one) then fain

lower down and out of Command, and a Meffenger fent

from the Council to demand them, could have no return but

fuch Barbarous Incivilityes as it were a fliame to mention.

There was another Knot of Pirats under the Influence of

one Coward^^ that had lately belonged to the fame Rofe
Frigat, who having ftol'n a Veffel out of the Harbour were
entering on the like Robberies, but were quickly reduced
without Blood flied. The Government partly for that reafon,

and partly in regard to him as having been once in the

Kings Service, and at the Interceffion of the Miniflers, to

whom he pretended a great Repentance, Reprieved him

;

but now we can have feveral Oathes that the greatefl Inti-

mate he had in the World has acknowledged He had a
Commiffion

wounded, (as appears by the furgeon's prefume this to be the one of which
bill,) the pirates were overcome. Drake Drake fpeaks, (Hift. Bofton, 491,) as

fays that Hawkins, Pound, and eight having taken the ketch " Ellinor." He
others, were hanged on the 27th January, fays that four perfons were executed for

1690. Their names were Thomas (?) being concerned therein, but it is pof-

Johnfon, Eleazer Buck, John Sickler- fible that they were condemned, and
dam, William Dun, Richard Griffin, afterwards pardoned. In Mafs. Arch.
Daniel Lander, William Warren, and (xxxv.) is a record that in February,
Samuel Watts. Yet the lafl three had 1690, Peleg Heath, Chriftopher Knight,
petitioned for mercy on the ground that Dr. Thomas Storey, and William Cow-
they were entrapped into the enterprife, ard, condemned previoufly to be hanged,
and we think it is doubtful if they were were releafed from prifon. Certainly
executed, the expreffion in the text would feem to

^* William Coward was the leader of fhow that but one man was hanged of
the fecond piratical enterprife. We all thefe pirates.
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Commijjfion from the Captain of that Frigat for thofe Pira-
cies, and that (if we miftake not) they faw the Commiffwn.
And this was the Difmantted Frigat, which lay there to

fecure from Pirats.

Certainly if thefe Addreffers were now in England they
would be finely laught at (as a crew of Silly Jacobites) for

their notable earnings by telling fuch rueful Stories. Pray
what have they got by provoking us to divulge thofe unlucky
Secrets which might have been buried in Oblivion ? Sorry
fouls ; the more you fitir, the more you'l Stiiik. There will

be found enough in Boflon to juftify the truth of all thefe

things, and more and worfe than thefe, if by your unwearied
Calumnies you drive them to be a little more Inquifitive

after what may tend to their Righteous Vindication.

As for what they talk about the Kings Reveneue. 'T is

poffible they intended it fhould amount to more than what
they fpeak of, when the Leeches of the Excife there did feek
even what the Governour with four or five of his Council
gave order for. But what was the Kings benefit by that
Reveneue? nothing at all; for themfelves took the Signifi-

cant Figures and left the Cyphers to the Kings fliare. No,
it was only maintained the Lulls of a few needy craving
Cerberus s ; meanwhile the Kings Exchequer was at Charge
to fupport the Government there, which it was never a
farthing till the overthrow of their Charters had Ereded
Horfe Blocks for thofe Beggers to mount and ride that poor
people even to Death. However, fince the Abatenmits of
the Excife there are thus complained of, the Government we
fuppofe will confider whether they can make it no further

ferviceable to promote Their Majeflies interefi; in thofe

Territories.

And
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And this again forces us to mention another matter in

which that people has been fadly wronged ; that is, their

breaking the A^s of Navigation. We do then Affirm that

the Government there and the whole body of the people,

would rejoyce in the fevereft Execution of thofe Afis, and
lend their utmoft help thereunto. There are but a few par-

ticular perfons that have Tranfgreffed in \h^ forbidden Trade,

and they moftly fuch perfons too (if we are not mifmform'd)

as have been at the fame time the greateft Acciifers of the

Country. The Country generally declare they never found

any benefit by that Smngling ; unlefs it have been a benefit

that the man, whom they alwayes accounted their mofl

Implacable Enemy, might get a living by the Bribes of that

tmiazufil Trade. If honeft Mr. Brenton arrive fafe to New
Englaiid, he will doubtlefs be very welcome to the Govern-
ment and the whole body of the people there ; nor fliall he
give that Country greater Satisfa(51ion than when he Cripples

any of thofe Offenders.^'^

The Lerry, Dinn and Vociferations, which thefe Addreffers

make here (& others of their kind elfe where), about the

Cruel Perfeczitions which the Charter men of New-England
have ufed upon all perfons Differing from them in matters

of Religion only, might better have come from any mouths
in the World than theirs. (Ye Gracchi Ao you thus complain
of Sedition ? El Clodins accnfet Mcrchns ?

)

We have made enquiry, and we cannot find that the New-
Englanders ever Silenced 2500 faithful Miniflers in one Day,
becaufe they could not comply with fome things not in but

about Religion, which the fufferers Judged Sinful, and yet

the

'^ William Brenton was made Col- Agents made a detailed reply to Ran-
le6lor of the Port in 1690 or 169 1. As dolph, a copy of which is in the Mafs.
to the general fubjett of the behavior Archives, xxxvi, p. 97-100. We pro-
of the colonifts about fmuggling, the pofe to print it in this volume.
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the Impofers confefs'd Indifferent. (Blufli and fay, Pndct
hcEc opprobria.—) We cannot learn that the New-Englanders
for the fake of a few Uninftituted Ceremonies have within

25 years procured the untimely Death of 5000 perfons and
the Abfolute Ruine of 60 000 Families, oi as good Chriftians

(to fay no better) as themfelves. What have they done then ?

Why in the infancy of the Plantation, they made ioiVi^feven

Laws againfl certain Seducers who by Crouding in amongft

them, threatned no lefs than the Diffolution of their Govern-

ment. The Quakers, againft whom they were chiefly fliarp-

ned, were then a more Tumultuous and Blafphemous Gene-
ration than they feem to have been of latter dayes, and
therefore of late none there has Troubled them. Thefe
Laws were but begun to be Executed before the New-
Englanders grew fenfible of their Errour in making them,

and of themfelves by dis-ufe they Dyed away long before

their Charters were Difturbed.

The very Quakers themfelves would fay, that If they had
got into a corner of the world, and with an Im77ienfe charge

had made a wildernefs habitable, 071 purpofe to be there undif
turbed in the Exerctfe of their wor/Iiip, they wo7ild 7iever bear

to have New-England men come amongfl the^n ajid hiterrtipt

that wor/Iiip and endeavour to Seduce their Child^^en from
it; Yea, and repeat fich endeavours after 7nild Entreaties

firfl and then Baniffnnents and commands to be gone.

However, New-Englaiid long before the Oueflioning of

their Charters, had come to an Intire Tolleration of the

Se6laryeG crept in among them, having by Experience
found that their Tolleration proy'd their Diffipation. And
when the Revolution came, the Co7ivcntio7i Unanimoufly
Voted, That a7iy Laws which 77iight fee77i Repug7ia7it to the

Laws of E7igla7id, or C07itrary to a due liberty of Co7ifcience,

never fJiould be Executed i7i the Ter7dtory.

And thufe we have alfo taken off that Libellous Infmua-
tion
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tion of theirs, that the People there have Refolved to Afl by

preteiideci Laws, wholly contrary to the Lazvs of the Realm of
England. Did not thefe Libellers know (for 'twas Printed,

publiflied & proclaimed before this their Addrefs), That the

Convention had folenmly Renounced every Law thatfionId

be thought Reptcgnaiit to the Law of England? We mufl
not give Gentlemen the Lye: But all mankind will now give

thefe Addreffers the Lye, and therefore for quietnefs fake let

them pafs as no Gentlemen. We are now bleffed with a

KING who is another David on the throne; and as King
David faid He that telleth Lyes fJiall 7iot be EflablifJied in my
fight; fo we may affure ourfelves that if hereafter thefe

people make any fuch Addreffes to King William, he will

Hifs them out of his Royal prefence.

They next Swagger about the Thoufa7ids who count them-
felves Jjijured and Abiifcd by the prefent Government of

Nezv-England. Whereas the World knows that the prefent

order of Government had not accepted it, if the generality

of the Inhabitants there had not (as one man) fent into the

Convention their Reprefentitives, with In{tru6tions io demand
their entrance there upon. 'T is true there are fome diffatif-

fied perfons who are Difcharged of their former Offices, the

reafon of which the people there and their Reprefentitives

do beft underftand ; and now they find fault with every thing

that is doite, becaufe they are not the doers. But let them
have patience till their turn comes ; their good demeanour
amongfl their Neighbours is the propereft way to Intereft

them in the Government as well as others.

As to the Clamour about Exceffive Rates and Taxes, This
truly is admirable: juft now they complained that the Kings
Revenue there was low and lof ; now, on the fudden, 'tis

grown fo high and hard they can't bear it. This 'tis to make
Ropes
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Ropes of Sand ! But what? are thefe Church of England
men more burthened than others ? And upon complaint
can they not get Redrefs ? They fay it not, and if they
fliould, it would not be true. 'T is true the Taxes are great
and fo is the Caufe. The Wars (who ever began them)
have Occafioned all this; Thofe in the Government have
no perfonal Advantage by your Taxes. No, yee Bo2ilefe7ife^

the Taxes are to fave your Lands and Lives from the Com-
mon Enemies. And if thefe Taxes make the people to long
for another Sir Edmund, we perceive they have very Short
memories, and have quickly forgotten the Prices they mufl
have paid him and his Agents ere they could have owned a
Eooi of ground either before or within their doors. The
Patents of their Lands (as they fairly began) would have coft

more than all the Taxes which have fmce the Revolution
been Levied in the Territory. Be it alfo Remembred, that

there is not a penny now Raifed on them without their own
confent, (and yet it feems not with all their Confent) Certainly
if there be many in that Country of the fame humour with
thefe Libellers, it is well if their difcontents do not at laft

bring them under fuch Mafters as will not be fo Comple-
mental as to afk of them what they fliall take from them.

But be it fo, that the prefent heavy Taxes do caufe Mur-
murers to encreafe amongft them ; 't is no more than we fee

here at home, and yet we ftill fuppofe there are more than
Twenty to One amongft them, (whatever they talk of their

Thoufands^ who would look upon themfelves Lnjured &
Abufed, If they fliould be deprived of their Charter Govern-
ment: but however things fall, we hope they are well

furnifhed with patience and fubmiffion to undergo greater
Tryals.

That the Murmurers are not fo many as they would bear

us
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US in hand, we '1 give the Reader fome Demonflration by an

Inftance. 'T is Reported here that Charlcs-Tozvn is the

mofl Ill-affeded, Diftraded & Divided Town in the Country

;

if it be fo, we are forry for their degeneracy. Now about the

fame time this LibeU came from B0JI071, there came alfo an

Addrefs Infcribed, To the Kings Mojl Excellent Majejly, the

hu77ible Addi'efs off^indry Your Majejlies Subjefls Inhabi-

tants in Charles-Town?'' Thefe alfo have it feems forgotten

the Queens Majefty. But let that pafs on the fame Score

with the other.

This Addrefs is- an Accufation of the Country for the

RaJJmefs and Incojifiderate^iefs committed in the Revohition

;

and after fome other Scurvy flafhes and Refledions, which

were we at leifure to deal with they fliould have their due,

They come at laft to petition That they might not be EJlranged

from the laws of Eiigland ; the meaning of all which is eafy

to be Interpreted : In fliort, they like not Charter Govern-

menty and let them abound in their own fence. As for the

Plantations having fome things diverfe from the Laws of

England, it is no more than all the other Englifli Plantations

in Ai7terica may have affirmed of them. We could never

learn that New-E7igland varies from any Laws of E7igland

that would be proper, or were by the Ki7ig and Parliament

intended for fuch a Country. However the Addrefs is Sub-

fcribed by Tho7nas Graves, late Judge of the County Court;

Richard Spragtie, late Captain of the Trained Band who
appeared at the Head of his Company to Affift in the above

mentioned Revolution in the day thereof; and Ten more : of

which one was a Sir Edmund's Captain, one is in our Copy
Subfcribed

" This Addrefs is given by Froth- Hooper, Timothy Hawkins, Samuel
INGHAM (Hiftory of Charleftown, p. Whitmore, Andrew Mitchell, John
230-1) from a copy in the State Records. Robinfon, Richard Sprague, John Cut-

We fhall print it at the end of the pref- ler, Jr., Jerahmeel Bowers, John Jack-

ent pamphlet, from his copy. The fon, William Richardfon, and Thomas
figners were Thomas Graves, Richard Weld, Jr.
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Subfcrlbed Bozvers, without a Chriftian name ;—and no

wonder if he be a Quaker,—we fuppofe it is that Quaker
who was one of Sir Edmunds Setters, and begged of him his

Neighbours Lands that lay as convenient for him as Naboths

Vine-yard did for Ahab, that Quaker who with a brutifh

BawHng ufed to diflurb Chriftian Affembhes, and more par-

ticularly one juft as they were entring on the Celebration of

the Lords Supper. We fhall not count it worth while to

trouble the World with Particular Chara6lers of the other

Subfcribers, moft of them have on fome account or other

laboured under Infamy, and feveral of them are of that

Congregation who owned that other Addrefs ; there, of the

Church of Engla7id, here, Lihabitants of Charles-Town:

wherein they difcover their very good will to wound and

rend that honed Country in as many Capacitys as they can.

And why all Inhabitants of Charles-Town? are not at

leaft Four of the 12, Inhabitants oi other Towns? Muft

they Scumm Water-Town and Ca7nbridge alfo to pack a

Charles-Town Jury for condemning New-Englands Charter

priviledges ? This is ftrange, but the ftrangeft of all is that

any man of Reputation (fuch as Mr. Graves and Mr. Sprague)

fliould mingle themfelves in any defigne, with fuch a Lewd,

Sorry, Shabby and obfcure Crew

!

But leaving Charles-Town, let us return to the men of the

Church of Engla^id who fpeak fo bigg of Thoufands, who
account themfelves Injtired and Abufed. Certainly if fuch a

Town as Charles-Town (with all its borrowed helps) could

afford no more Male Contents, we muft needs Imagine the

whole Colony has not fo many Thoufands of that fort of

people. And hence alfo for thefe to talk of a Prevailing

party (whofe Intereft muft be upheld by the Taxes), when
'tis in a manner the whole people whom they fo Denominate,

is as Ridiculous as if a Thief in the Gaol fliould cry out

upon a Prevailing party in the Country who had brought
him
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him thither. And to charge the whole Cowitry with a defigne

to bring Dejlrtin^ion upon the whole Country, is no lefs Abfurd
and Irrational than it is Injurious.

We had almoft flipt the Notice of a Bazvl or two thefe

Libellers make about Damnifying their Church (as they call

it), and Obftru(51;ing their Minijler in his Office. As to their

CJnirch, All the mifcheifs done is the breaking of a few
Ouarels of glafs by idle Boys, who if difcover'd had been
chaftiz'd by their own Parents ; But the late School-Mafter
of Charles-Town is of opinion that the whole Cotintry muft
be Lafied for it. In the meantime do not thefe (for a few
Ouarels) Love to be picking of Quarcls think ye. May it

pleafe them however to tell us luho they were, and to what
Church they did belong, who, (before this Terrible difafter)

went over to Charlcs-Toztni, and did not break a few Ouarels
or Panes, but Riotoufly pull down whole Clnirch Windoivs
there } And yet the Charles-Town men had forgotten to

Infert it in their Addrefs.^^

But
^'* The Epifcopalians, however, alleged Multitudes; and it's no wonder, when

other attacks upon their building, as poffeff'd with this Reprefentation of our
appears by the following evidence. Worfhip, that the deluded People broke

In the "Anfwer to Mather's Difcourfe into the Church (ereded at Bofton for

againft Common Prayer Worihip," a the Worfhip of God, according to the
pamphlet cited by us in our Firft Volume, Church of England) to fearch for the

p. 1 80, are the following items. Images they fuppofed we worfliip'd."

Preface: "Indeed, he (Mather) had In Mather's Reply to this book, he
dealt more fmcerely, if he had acquaint- fays, p. 2 :

" The Anfwerer in his Pre-
ed his Reader, That they hold it un- face tells the world a ridiculous Story,
lawful to communicate with us, becaufe That deluded People broke into tJie

we are a National Church ; and that CJuwch Ere^ed iti Bojlon^for WorJJiip
they don't joyn in the Common-Prayer according to the Church of England,
Worfhip, becaufe it's a Form, and all tofearch for the Images which theyftp-
Forms are in his Opinion unlawful, pofed Church of Efigland Alen Wor-
This indeed had ftruck at the Root of flipped. He that begins with fuch a
all ; but this he knew was not fo eafily Falfehood as this, tis eafy to guefs what
prov'd, nor would look fo popularly, as Truth he is like to Furnifh us with."
to cry out Heathenifm, Judaifm and It is perhaps worthy of notice that
Popery, which he charges our Service Mather does not deny the charge, and
Book with. This indeed will rouze the we may fufpeft it had a bafis of faft.
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But to give a fuller account of this Tragical tale thus

carried to White-Hall.

They have built their Chapel in a Publick burying-place,

next adjoining to a great Free Schooll, where the Boyes
(having gotten to play) may fome by Accident, fome in

Frolick, and fome perhaps in Revenge for difturbing their

Relations Graves by the Foundation of that building, have
broken a few Ouarels of the Windows; (and how fliould the

contrary be imagined poffible!). Other Meeting-Houfes in

the Town, neer which the Children ufe to play, we fuppofe

are at more than twice the charge yearly for Repairing their

Windows ; nor ever yet have any one of thofe unruly Chil-

dren been difcovered or complained of Would not thefe

people deferve here to be called Old Boyes, for fo highly

refenting Boyes-Play ? What ? muft not a Boy in New-
England throw a ftone or a Ball amifs, but the King fliall

hear of it ? To a Domitian (who counted Fly-Catching not

below him) this might have been a proper Addrefs : But for

the Impertinences to be laid before the High and Mighty
WILLIAM, the Greateft Prince now in Europe, whofe
thoughts and cares are all Employ 'd upon fuch things as are

like his Royal Self, Confiderable ; we fay again there was
doubtlefs a mi/lake in the delivery. Ridiculous People ! come
let s play the fool with you a little, (which we can fcarce do
without Apology!).,

Suppofe we now His Majefty in Council, (and long may
we have that happmefs to glory in) ; there he is Exa(511y

confidering the feveral profound Methods that muft be taken

to unite England, Settle Scotla^id, Reduce Ireland, preferve

Holland, Affifl Savoy, defend Spai^t, content Sweden &
Denmark, refcue the Empire, and fubdue France, (now in

the high Ruff) and fo to render all Em'ope quiet and happy.

When fuddenly His Majefty is told there is a matter of

greater

(64)



[47]

greater Importance than all thefe, that calls for His Majefties

moft weighty and Royall confideration ; for that fome of his

Loyal Subjefts are come looo Leagues about their bufinefs,

and that they have brought an Addrefs,—which may be

this.

' May it pleafe Your Majefty,
' We, Your Majefties moft Loyal Subje6ls, knowing well

* that You are managing glorious undertakings againft the
* Enemies of the Englifli Nation in General, and of the
* Church of England in particular, thought it needful to

' Reprefent to Your Majefty ; that there is a number of
* BoJlo7i Boycs who having got loofe from the Tyranny of
* their School, have Roiitoiijly, RiotoiiJIy, and with force of
* Armes (that is to fay) with Bat/s and Sto7ies, Violently
' Affaulted our Church Windows to our unaccountable
* damage, and to the Terrour of Your Majcflics Leige
' People ; We therefore implore Your Majefties utmoft Affif-

' tance againft thefe Unlucky Boyes.'

Moreover, as they inform His Majefty that fome Boyes

have Affaulted their Chicrch, fo fome Men they fay have

hindred and Objiruned their Parfon in Difcharging of his

Duty and Office. For at the Funeral of one Mr. Lilly^'^ (who
never

29 In the recent volume of " Mather hand, when at the Houfe. But he went
Papers," p. 370-1, we have probably on, and being hindered complained to

the authority on which Mather makes Juftice Lidget, Foxcroft, and Bullivant,

this charge, in a letter to him from Rev. who fo treated Mr. Fraery. Now when
Jofhua Moodey, dated 8th of nth mo. the deceafed did not defire it and left

1688 (Feb. 8th, 1688-9). The paffage the buriall to the Executors and they

is as follows : forbade it, meethinks it ihould not bee
" I hinted to Capt. Sewall the ftory impofed, and what a cafe are wee all in.

about Deacon Fraery covented and King, the Attourny, faith it will coll

bound over with fureties for forbidding him 100 mark, and that hee is bound to

Ratliff to read Common Prayer at the doe his duty (I mean Ratlifif is) andthe
grave of old Lilly. The relations de- King's Proclamation will not relieve

fired Capt. Frary to fpeake, and had him. Captain Frary is bound to the

requefted the parfon to forbear before good Behaviour, and wilbe fo for a
i2month,
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never fignified to any of his Friends his defire to have the

Service Book ufed at his Burial) their Officer would needs

(for their Edification) impofe it upon them ; the Relations

'tis true, before hand Unanimoufly informed him that it

would be very Offencive to them to be fo Impofed upon
therein

;
yet fuch was his Zeal, that he came with Gow7i and

Book, to fettle a Laudable cuftom in that Barbarous Country.

One Mr. Frayray (a Relation of the Deceafed, in the name
of the refl) only with fitt words defired him to for-bare, but

he was bound over to the Court, where they intended to

have Ruined him, had not the Unlucky Revolution fubverted

thefe defigns ; and therefore they thought fitt here to men-
tion it as fome of the Effen:s of that wicked Revolution ; for

though that thing was done before, yet the profecution of

this (and divers others of the like nature) was not ended till

that Unhappy day.

And that there is fomething Serio7is in this Merriment, be

pleafed to confider the next Paragraph of their Addrefs, in

which there is fomewhat Notorioufly falfe, and fomething

wherein you may believe them. The Falfehood is in their

pretenfes to Abundant Joy and Satis/aflion when they

received the Joyful News of His Majejlies great a7idglorious

Enterprife. If this be true, our Di6lionaries have all this

while deceived us ; what we have heretofore called Wrath
and ConJlernation, you muft now by Antiphrafs, Interpret

Joy and Satisfafiion. When you fee men Storming &
Rageifig, and Expreffing themfelves in fuch Diabolical

Terms (the Subfcribers of the Addrefs may know whom we
mean !) as, that they hopefuch a Prince is hanged by this time,

and

l2month. (A fearful! reproach and ting up fhops on Chriftmas Day, and
fnare.) What does the proclamation for driving the Mafter out of the fchool on
liberty of Confcience doe, if fuch im- Chriltmas Holydaies are very grievous."

pofitions are allowed ! This is a very Samuel Lilly was of Bofton, 1686.

tremendous thing to us. And the fhut-
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and allfuch Rogues with him ; you mufl take this to fignlfy

Abttndant Joy and Satisfaction, or elfe you'l be obliged to

call fome folks moil Egregious Lyers.

The Siibfcribers of this Libell will find thofe in Bojton

who will doubtlefs Rubb up their Memorys upon thefe par-

ticulars, and remind them of Time and Place and after what

manner their Joy and SatisfaMion Vented it felf. We will

not here Rip up their ufuall talk upon the Exchange and

elfewhere, but certainly 't will vex Mr. Foxcroft (one of the

Subfcribers and a Reprefentative of his Church) to be Re-

minded that when one Mr. Win/low brought thither the

(then) Princes Declaration, (which he knew would be wel-

come to all true Neiv-Eiiglanders) this Foxcroft was one of

the Three Juftices who fent the above faid Mr. Wiiiflow to

Prifon, for bringing a Traiterotcs & Treafonable Libell (as

the Mittinms Expreffed it) into the Country. And altho'

he offered them 2000 Pound Security, yet nothing would

do, but to Goal he muft. It was (we fuppofe) from the like

Abundant Joy and Satisfaction that thefe pretended Church
men in Boflon (when they poffeft the Government) fent forth

a Proclamation, charging all Officers and people to be in

readinefs to hinder the Landing of any Forces that the

Prince of Orange might fend into thofe parts of the World.

Certainly we muft hereafter take heed of wifliing Joy and

Satisfa6lion to our Friends and Neighbours ; nay, to thefe

their very Enemies, it would be very Uncharitable in the

ATew-Engla7iders to wifli their belly-full of fuch Joy aiid

SatisfaHion as they enjoyed upon the News of the Kings

defcent into England. In this therefore they are Notori-

oufly falfe, as was moft Vifible to the World.

But there is fomething wherein you may believe them,

namely, their Tranfport that His Majefty has been gracioufly

pleafed to have particular regard to the Religion of the

Church
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Church of England. Doubtlefs that is true. They had
got news of a DiftIn6lion in England, of a King De
jure and De faflo; and they cared not a Straw which
Sank or Swam, provided the moft potent would be their up-

holder.

O this fweet ''Particular Regard'' ! 'tis Sugar to the

Vinegar; that helps them to Swallow and digeft many
things that elfe would fhrewdly rife againfl their Stomacks.

They fay this Joyous Particular Regard to the Religion of

the Church of England is that which Revives them at a
Strange Rate. But yet here our credence mufl; Hault a
little ; for certainly if the Religion were fo dear unto them,

one of thefe Subfcribers would never have declared to his

Friend, that were their Church hit a Mile from Boflon (fo as

he might have a fair pretence for abfence) he zuould never

co7ne at it. It is Religion? Hear what fome of their prin-

cipal perfons have faid upon their Death beds (in the hearing

of more than one or two) with great bitternefs of Soul, that

there is not one a^nongfi them that a body may Reafonably

think to have the fear of God in him. A more Uncharitable

Cenfure than ever their N. C. Neighbours yet paffed upon
them ! And are thefe the fruits of Religion and Loyalty to

be Expe61ed from fuch a branch? Surely they are fuch

Harft fruits of which we have had a Tafte, and may ftill be

feen in the FaBion there, who wear the Name of the Church

of England, that there is no great fear of many New-Eng-
la7iders to be tmited to their Affembly. Alas, poor fouls,

many of them upon the Rifmg Light of Sir Edmunds glory

did in a Huff run thereunto ; and now upon his Setting

they are left in the Dark how to get fairly off without damage
to their Reputation. But Nunqiiain fera efl &c. Afk your

M. A. the meaning of it. We think therefore 'twas fome-

thing elfe than Religion that was Aimed at, and which

perhaps we may find pointed to in the next particular

:

Which
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Which is :

—

A grave advice they give the King, That the Coiiutry may
be Ruled by a Governour and Council to be appointed by His

Majcjly. Ay, take heed of the peoples Election, for then

thefe Advifers may mifs it ; and then the Country will be

flill in a bad cafe, and may fuffer Ship-wrack if the Two only

Church-Wardens of the Country have not their hand at

Helm. But they go on " And zvith the Advice of an AJJ'e77t-

bly of the people in matters proper for Cognizancer Advice

by all means, but no Authority ; and what are the matters

proper for their Cognizance'? Perhaps thefe blades (if any of

them can make an Intereft to get into the Appointed Coun-

cil) will tell you, 'tis only to fee how much Money is to go

from them, but not whither it goes ; they fliall do but what

the SeleB men do in making Rates; let them but bring their

Flieces to be fliorn, and they have done all their bufmefs as

well as any Parliai7ient in France.

Their new Scheams and Reprefentations of Government &
Jurifdiftion (as their Charles-Tozvn Friends exprefs it) muffc

be jufl as ''other Your Majefiies Plantations are Ruled and
Governed'' But what if their cafes vaftly differ? what if the

peoples maine defign in divers other Plantations be only to

raife Eflates to be Tranfmitted to England where the chief

Planters or Traders Intend at lead to fettle their Familyes ?

No wonder therefore they are not fo much concerned to fix

orderly Tozmi-Ships and Chtrches, Ere6t Schools and Col-

ledges, and fuch other things as relate to pofterity: You
know (Mr. Rombus) Agricolce & Pafioris contrarium efi pro-

pofitum. And why as other Plantations ? Is there amongft

them more Exa6l Jtiflice and better Order kept in refpe6l to

Moralls / As to Religion and the Profeffion thereof, doth

it Flourifli more elfewhere ? Are Sabbaths better Sandified ?

Are there more, and more able, Pious, Painful Preachers of

the
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the Gofpel in the other Plantations than in New-England?
And has their di£ferent kind of Government had its fpeciall

Influence upon thefe matters? There are fome in the

World (as wife as thefe worfliipfull Aelvifers) who think there

was not a fpot upon the face of Gods Earth (all circumflances
confidered and humane Infirmityes abated) was better fettled

for the time and better ordered than New-England, when
they did freely enjoy their Charter Powers and Priviledges

without Interruption. But if indeed thefe Advifers (being
moftly Strangers for their profit lately crept in amongft the

Nezv-Englanders) are fo fond of other Plantations Govern-
ment, they may (in our opinion) do far better to remove
themfelves whither and fetde where they do beft like, than
abide to be Thornes in the fides of their quiet Neigh-
bours, who have no great Obligation much to defire their

ComjDany.

But how come it to pafs that thefe AddreJjTors or Advifers
fo horribly forgate themfelves as to begin with Commending
A well EJlabliJlied and orderly Government, in which there

was not Admitted fuch an Advifmg Ajffembly of the people;
and now in the clofe they are for a Government of as quite

another nature as Englands is to that of France. Poffibly

they began at Evening, and after a while they plaid a game
or two at Cards, Drank a few Healths, and then went to

Sleep ; next Morning their laft Dreams fuggefted to them
what they had been about over night ; there (after a mornings
Draught) they are at it again, and now being a little Wifer,
they fi;umble upon another Model never minding what they
had writt before.

Reader, You may Remember (tho' they did not) that their

Well Eflabli/Jied Government made Laws, Raifed Taxes,

Levied Armies or any thing elfe, {qtcelque chofe) without the

leaft
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leafl Advice of any Affembly of the people. But what have
we here ? It Teems now they would have the King fet up
for them, an /// EfiablifJicd and Diforderly Government (for

of Contrarys is the Contrary Reafon) which if He do, would
not the King put them into the fame Horronr a7id Amaze-
ment they were in at the late Revolution ? However (in a

com.plement) they fay they defire He fJiould ; and (in Reality)

we hope that He zvill.

But be Their Majeflies pleafure concerning Nezu-England
what it will, we are well affured they will approve themfelves

a Loyall, Quiet and Virtuous people ; they are none of thofe

Beafis or Birds, who if the King do but Muzzel their Chaps
or Pare their Claws will prefently Ctirfe him to his Face.

Such there are in the world, and for a fmall matter we could

Inform the Reader whither he might go (and that not far)
to fee fome of their Names. New-Englanders are of another

Kidney, and it is no fmall Demonftration of the goodnefs of

that people, that tho' they are thus perfecuted by a petty

Crew (who bear not the proportion of 07ie to Seven Hundred
either in Number or Figure amongft them) yet we are well

affured they will take no further notice of all, than to pray

that God would pitty, pardon and convert fuch befotted

Adverfaries. " God forgive them, they know not what they

doer However, it mufl needs fill that people with Sorrowful

thoughts, if they fliould fee his Majefly (which God forbid!)

take only fuch Methods for their Settlements as are wiflied

by a little Knot of their moft Implacable Enemies : with

God and the King they entirely leave their Affaires and
with compofed minds wait for a bleffed Iffue.

Being now glutted with the Joy & Satisfaction wherewith
this Libel has hitherto entertained us : We willingly pafs

over fome other obfervables therein and come to the Clofe

of all. ,-P .

1 IS
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'T is a paffage in Sacred Scriptures, The Prophet that

Teacheth Lyes he is the Tail. It is but an Agreeable thing

to find in the Tail of this Dragon (for it all along /peaks like

a Dimgoii) a Par/on (or a Piece of one) Snb/criding to Lyes.

This Youth is an Unfledged Bird who thus defiles the Neaft

in which he was Hatcht. What think you? Had this

Yonker been Long Exercifed binder the moji Extravagant
and Arbitrary Government, and fo had he fuch Lamentable

caufe to complain ? 'T is but Yefterday that his M. A. had
Recommended him to the School of a Neighbour Town^*^

for which he was pretty well Qualified
;

(for he writt a good
hand & made good penns, and was able to Confi:rue a fen-

tence in Corderins). We moft readily own a good School

Mafter to be one of the moft Honourable and Valuable

fights in a Country, and wifli New-England fuller of them.

But if any of them after a while Swaggering amongft Boys
comes out into the World, and will be Domineering amongft

men and prefcribing them Scheams and Reprefentations of
Government, and take up and LafJt whole Countrys, bring

that Lads Fingers to the Feriila and let the calling go free.

As for the other Subfcribers, if they hope to fee Altars

in their Church and Candles fet upon them, 'tis no wonder a

Shrine-maker doth plead for his Diana.

After thefe Leaders follow the whole band : At whofe

Defire, and in whofe Name (as well as their own) thefe Sub-

fcribers are faid to have Spit all this Venome at poor honeft

New-England. But certainly (to forbear that which we have

newly called An Uncharitable Cenfcre) if thofe in whofe

Name this Addrefs comes do not manifeft a fenfe of their

having done much amifs, they will not fliew themfelves to

be

^^ This is of courfe Samuel Myles. From a remark on p. 63, it would feem

that he was the fchool-mafter at Charleftown.
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be fo much Influenc'd by the fear of God as good men ufe

to be ; if they do not, they may affure themfelves that they

have given a fatall wound to their own Society amongft the

people of New-England ; no man of fo much as common
Sobriety will after this Joyn himfelf to a Society of men
that fliall Impenitently commit fuch things as [thofe] of

which tkofe people are now Convi(5led : nothing but a Candid
Repentance can preferve them from being perpetually Odious
to that Country where they have began to Hive themfelves.
" Eaciunl favos et Vefpcsl^

The good people oi New-England \N2irA notakindnefs for

the Church of Engla^id, tho' they cannot be fatisfied with
thefe pretenders thereunto ; they Believe there are Thou-
fands in that Communion with whom they Expe6l Eternal
happinefs in the fame Heaven. Such Renowned Names as

thofe of Burnet, Tillotfon, &e are as precious and as Valued
amongfl the people of Nezu-England, and their Books as

much Read and Lov'd and Liv'd, as with any here at home.
All the hurt they wifh to the Church of Engla7id is to fee it

Refornid in fome things which the Reformed Churches
abroad do account none of its Beauties ; but thefe New-
England Epifcopalians are utterly a difcredit to the whole
Body whereof they pretend themfelves to be the Members.

We are very well Satisfyed the prefent Government of
New-England Intend not to molefl thefe odd people for any
of thefe Extravagant matters ; but if Stra7igers may Advife
the faid Government (and why may we not as well as thefe

people prefume to Advife their King?) we would then Council
them to be no ways Difcouraged from the Service of Their
Majefties. Certainly if any of the Tory-i7iafq2Lerade Jaco-
bites (who endeavour to Enfeeble them and Weaken their

hands) fliall caufe them to forbear any thing that muft be
done
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done to maintain Government, Vertue, Order, and Peace, in

that Country, they will not find Their Majefties to Thank
them for it. Their Majefties own them for a Governme7it

;

their Charter is as much Reftored as any of the Kingdom of

Englarid (Except that of Lofidon) All the World will won-
der at them if they do not ufe it, fmce it is all the Govern-

ment they have, untill Their Majefties fliall pleafe to give

them further Order. If any of the other Corporations here

in England fliould hear that the New-Englaiiders refufed to

a6l upon their (lately Incommoded) Charters, they would
Hifs at them as the Com7non Enemies of the EiigliJJi Natio7i.

Should the Freemen here forbear their Ek^ions, or the

Tories here tell them they might not go on in all things as

they were, they would be the Ridicule of the whole World.

For any to declare for the late CommiJJio^i Govermnent
(being fo dire6lly againft the Native Priviledges of Englifli

men) is a fort of Trea/ofi ; and it tends to Alienate the

minds of Their Majefties Subjedls from their Subjection to

the Crown of England. It is litde lefs Trea/ofiable to fay

that their Majefties have left that Country withotit Goverji-

ment, for that would be to fay (what New-E7igland abhors)

that they might difpofe of themfelves to any Prince or

Potentate in the Earth (by a clie7itelary Subjection) for their

own Security, according to the Rule of the Civil Law
*' Serviis Defertus a Domine Liber ejlo'.'

They have therefore a Government for and under Their

Majefties: and what is it? Unlefs it be their Charter, which

their Majefties do Invite them to A61 upon, and Exped they

ftiould as the reft of the Nation do, till they are farther

Setded. Let the People therefore (if they know and have

fenfe to perceive their own Intereft) proceed in their free

Elections of honeft men and fuch as they can truft, to take

care of the whole ; and the Magijlrates (fo eleCted) a6l vigor-

oufly according to Law, till a full Settlement fliall come to

them,
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them, which we hope will not be long. And we doubt not

but the favour of both God and their Prince fliall be their

Encouragement.*&'

In fine, Let the People of that Country all Unite for the

Common Safety. The Rcvohitioii once and Two Miracles

more fince have kept them from Annoyances by French

Fleets which were coming out againft them. They mufl

quickly Expe6l farther Alarms, and it is now no time for

them to Quarrel amongft themfelves. New-Eiigland has

divers times been on the borders of Ruine by thofe two

Vices of Covetoiifjiefs & Ingratiticde, which are things that

agree but ill with their high Profeffion. If any Number
amongft them fliould at this time ftudy to with-hold or

hinder the Taxes neceffary for the common fafety, 't will be

a piece of Covetoufnefs (not Loyalty) in which they may fee

their Error when it is too late ; if the French once become
their Lafid Lords they will fee fome one Town, if not fome

one Man, affording a bigger booty than Teii of their Sup-

pofed heavy Country Rates. And if they ill requite any of

their Publick Servants, they may live to confefs their Ingrati-

tude as much as ever unthankful Ifrael in diflrefs. But now
Co7itention is the Vice that mofl Threatens that Country.

We wifli we knew how to compofe any differences that may
be amongft them, but we cannot fully inform our felves in

all the Occafions of the divers fentiments that we hear are

amongft that people : Only we are jealous that one Pejiilent

Principle Advanced by Captain Palmer in his late Pamphlet

againft New-Engla7id has been too much Imbibed by fome

and granted by others to their Litigious Adverfaryes, and

has had fome Influence thereupon.

This Palmer has the Impudence & Folly to Affert that

" The Engli/Ji Plantations (and New England in particular)

are
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are no parts of the Empire of Engla7id, diit like Wales &
Ireland, which were Co7iguered, and belorig to the Do^ninion

of the Crow7i of Englafid, and that therefore he that wears
the Crown may fet up Governme^tts over them, which are

Defpotick a7id Abfolute, without any regard to (the Englifh

mans) Magna Charta. And where as in Bardadoos, famaica,
Virginea &c, They have their AJ/emblies, that is only from
the favour of the Prince & not that they cotild pretend any
Right to fuch Priviledges of E?iglifi-mcnl''

You fee (poor New-Englanders) whither this Quoftdam
Judge amongft you, and the reft of his Crew, were bringing

you. It is upon this principle that New-Engla7id has been
Torn in pieces by Salvage Oppreffors. It is upon this fame
principle that they have been Railed at for a Rebellio7t like

the Sin of witch-craft, for Difmounting thofe Rank Riders
who Spurr'd them on to their own Deftru(fi:ion. But cer-

tainly the man that Publifhes this principle never more
Intends to Vifit the EnglifJi Pla7itations i7i A77terica, having
thus fooliflily and wickedly Expofed himfelf to the Juft

Indignation of them all ; how can they treat him otherwife

than as a Co77imon E7iemy that ftiall thus openly deny them
the precious EngliJJi Liberties? No Engliflimen in their

Wits will ever Venture their Lives and Eftates to Enlarge
the Kings Dominions abroad, and Enrich the whole Englifh

Nation, if their Reward after all muft be to be deprived of

their EnglifJi Liberties. And pray let all the Englifli Ameri-
can Plantations now take notice, That the Neio-E7igla7iders

in their late Revolution did but a(5l in a Qiiarrel wherein
they and all Englifli-men had an Intereft. Gentlemen, you
that fo much Love to hear New-Englaiid Reproach'd, it was
for you as well as for themfelves that the New-Englanders
aded in their Revolution.

Moreover, will not the Curfe of St. David and St. Patrick

fall
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fall upon the Head of this man for making the WelJJi and
IrifJi fuch a Conquered people, as that the WelJJi (fmce their

Incorporation) have but a precarious claime for their Repre-

fentatives to fitt in the EngliJJt Parliajjieni, and the IriJJi (or

rather the EngliJJi in that Kingdom) are but meer Slaves &
Villairis for all their Parlianit7ii at Dublin. As for the

Colonys of New-England in particular, If they be not Ef-

teemed as parts of E7igland, why were Quo Warranto s

Iffued out againft the Government in Bojlori as belonging to

Wejliiiinjler in Middle/ex, and their Tenures fettled in free

Soccage as of the Manour of Eaji Greenwich (as we think it

is mentioned in their Charter.)? Were thofe ever a Con-

querd people Wk^ ih.Q. WelJIi 2in6. the Iri/Ji? No, they have

conquered many Enemies of the Englifli Crown, but were
never yet conquered ; Unlefs that muft be called a Conqueft

when their late Oppreffors (before mentioned) had them in

their Clutches.

We fliall conclude this matter with a memorable paffage

of that Accompliflied Gentleman, Sir Willia7n Jones, who
was Attorney General in the Reign of K. Charles the

Second, and knew as much of the Law as any Palmer or

Bulkley of them all. This excellent Perfon (when it was
propofed by fome that the Plantations might be governed
without an Affembly) told the King that he could no more
grant a Commiffion to leavy money on his Subjeds there

without their confent by an Affembly, than they could

difcharge themfelves from their allegiance to the Englifh

Crown.
And now we hope the People of New-England will not

fuffer themfelves to be any more deluded by the common
Adverfaryes of all the Englifli Nation in any part of the

world, but will approve themfelves a People at once both

fmcerely Loyal to Their Majefties (whom God grant long to

Reign),
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Reign), and withall Faithfull to true Englifli Liberties, what-

ever bafe Parafites and Sycophants fliall at any time Prate

or A61 unto the Contrary.

FINIS.

ADVERTISEMENT.

FOR this Compofiire the Reader is beholden to the Pen

of one, who althd he jiever/pent 7 years of his Life in

any part of America, yet has bee^i fo inquifitive after the

Affairs of New-England, and hadfo much acquai7itance zvith

the worthy Agents of that Country, that he has been able tints

to zvrite in the Vindication of a People fo Injuriotfly abtifed

as that people have been. Let that People be thankful that

when fo Natives amongfi themfelves are playing the Viper

up07i thejjt, God flirs up ficch as were not born within a

thoufand Leagues of \Jhent\ to be their Advocates.



PETITION
OF THE

INHABITANTS OF CHARLESTOWN,
1689.

[Reprinted from Frothingham's Hiflory of Charleftown.'*']

^0 tljc King'0 moft citccllent iHajcftn.

The humble Addrcfs of fundry Vour Alajcjiys ftibje^ls

inhabita7tts 171 Charle/iown.

E, your Majefty's mofl loyal and dutiful fubjedls,

being deeply fenfible of the admirable bleffings,

by the Almighty's providence, beftowed on your
Majefty and all your fubje6ls, in making your
Majefty the true defender and maintainer of the

Proteftant Religion and the Laws and liberties of the Englifh

nation, and placing you upon the throne of thefe kingdoms,
do return our hearty and unfeigned thanks to God for his

great goodnefs therein. And in all humility offer to your
Majefty our duty and allegiance with our continued prayers

for your Majefty's long, happy and profperous reign over us.

That as the fun gives heat and warmth to the utmoft parts

of the earth, fo we may be influenced and cheriflied by your
Majefty's grace and favor, and be made partakers of thofe

common
*' In the copy the fpelling has been modernized.
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common benefits which your Majefly's great clemency and
goodnefs diftributed to all your fubjeds.

We cannot but truly lament the great diforder and confu-

fion thefe parts are brought into by the rafli and inconfiderate

adlions and defigns of a difaffecfted prevailing party amongft
us, who upon flrange and groundlefs pretences, did in the

month of April feize and imprifon the perfon of the Gov-
ernor, feveral Members of the Council, the Judges, juftices

and feveral other principal officers and minifters, and take

into their polTeffion and command your Majefty's feveral

forts and garrifons, difband your forces, and thereby wholly

fubvert and overthrow the government eftabliflied by your
Majefty's predeceffor, difcharging and hindering all other

officers from the further obfervance and executing of their

refpe(ftive offices, and fetting up and placing inftead thereof

feveral fceames and reprefentations of government and jurif-

di61ion as uneafy and unfafe for your Majefty's fubjecSls as

unwarrantable for them to 2.61. Whereby not only fome of

us but many other your Majefty's good fubjeds are brought
under great hardfhips and inconveniences for maintaining
and afferting your Majefty's right and fovereignty here
(which by many is too much difregarded) and refufing to

comply with their exorbitant, irregular and arbitrary actings

and proceedings. Having hearts full of duty and loyalty to

your Majefty, we chofe rather to continue faithful under our
fufferings though to our confiderable damage, befides the

great lofs and fpoil and inconveniences that this whole coun-
try in general hath already fuftained and is likely to fuftain

thereby, the particulars whereof are too tedious here to

relate.

And as we are fully fatisfied we can have no redrefs or

relief herein under God, but from your Majefty's abundant
goodnefs and compaffion, which in all dutifulnefs we humbly
implore may be extended toward us. And that your Majefty

would
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would be gracioufly pleafed to afford your favor and protec-

tion to your Proteftant fubje6ts here, in fettling fuch form
and method of government over them as in your great

wifdom fhall be thought moft proper and agreeable for your
Majefty's fervice, and the good and welfare of your fubjedls,

that they may not be wholly eftranged from and denied the

benefit of the laws of England. And that all perfons hold-

ing the fundamentals of faith and order may be amicably
treated and according to the rules of Chriftian charity. The
which alone can heal our breaches and compofe our diforders,

and fave us and others your Majefty's fubjecfts from being a

prey to our French and Indian enemies, who in the prefent

pofture of affairs have too great advantages againft us.

We humbly beg your Majefty's gracious acceptance of

this our Addrefs, being from perfons wholly devoted to your
Majefty's fervice in all duty and obedience. And who
account it their greateft happinefs to be efteemed really

they are,

Your Majefty's moft loyal and dutiful fubjedls.

Thomas Graves,
Richard Hooper,
Timothy Hawkins,
Samuel Whitmore,
Andrew Mitchell,

John Robinson,

Richard Sprague,

John Cutler, jr.

[Jerahmeel] Bowers,
John Jackson,
William Richardson,
Thomas [Weld,] Jr.
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**NoTE.—Of the figners to this " Petition of the Inhabitants of Charleftown,"

Graves, Sprague and Cutler were well-known opponents of the Charter Govern-

ment, and refided at Charleftown, as did Andrew Mitchell, Jerahmeel Bowers, and

probably William Richardfon. Four of the twelve, it is faid, were non-refidents,

and we may identify Richard Hooper, of Watertown, Timothy Hawkins, of

Watertown, John Jackfon, of Cambridge. Thomas Weld, jr., John Robinfon and

Samuel Whitmore are the remaining names, and probably Robinfon was of

Charleftown. If Weld were the minifter of Dunftable, he would be the remaining

ftranger, and Samuel Whitmo}'e would be an error for Whittemore. There was

a Samuel Whittemore then living in Charleftown, and Samuel Whitmore (fon of

Francis Whitmore, of Cambridge) was living at Cambridge Farms, now Lexing-

ton. The probability is that Whittemore was meant, though on our records the

diftinftion between thefe two names and families is ufually carefully preferved.



THE

PEOPLE'S RIGHT TO ELECTION
Or AL TERA TION of GOVERNMENT in Conneflicott,

ARGUED IN A LETTER.

BY GERSHOM BULKELEY, ESQ.

Philadelphia, printed by Affigns of William Bradford, 1689.



^ PREFATORY NOTE.

LTHOUGH this pamphlet has been reprinted as recently as i860, in

the Firft Volume of the Colle6lions of the Connefticut Hiftorical Society,

it has feemed proper to include it in the Andros Trafts, fmce it is one

of the few publications made by the lofmg party. This traft has alfo the farther

intereft to us of being the work of the man who aided Palmer in his Account,

and who undoubtedly attended to the printing and diftribution of the firft edition

of that book. Trumbull (Col. Rec. Conn. iii. 388,) fays of the author, " The
Rev. Gerfhom Bulkeley of Wethersfield had few fuperiors in the colony in natu-

ral ability, profeffional learning, or general fcholarfhip. He was a fon of Rev.

Peter Bulkeley of Concord, born Dec. 26, 1635 ;
grad. H. C. 1655 ;

preached at

New-London, 1661-6 ; fettled at Wethersfield, 1666, and withdrew from the work

of the miniftry in 1677 and devoted himfelf to the pra6lice of medicine and fur-

gery, in which he had already acquired a diftinguifhed reputation. Overweening

felf-importance, obftinate adherence to his own opinions or prejudices, a litigious

fpirit and the peculiarities of his political creed, detracted from his ufefulnefs, and

kept him almoft continually at ftrife with his parifh, his neighbours or the govern-

ment of the colony." His chief work feems to have been the " Will and Doom,"
in commendation of Andros's government. This was never publiflied, but the

Conneflicut Hiftorical Society poffefs a manufcript copy of the original manufcript

now in the State Paper Office in London. Bulkeley married Sarah, daughter of

Rev. Charles Chauncy, Prefident of Harvard College, by whom he had three fons

and two daughters. He died 2 Dec. 1713.



The PEOPLE'S
RIGHT TO ELECTION

Or ALTERA TION of GOVERNMENT in Coimcaicott,

ARGUED
In a LETTER;

By GeJJunn Bulkelcy Efq; one of their Majefties Juflices of the peace

In the County of Hartford.

Together with a Letter to the faid Bnlkdey,

from a Friend of his in the BAY.
To which is added, The Writing deHvered to Jajncs RuJJdl of Charlcjlown

Efq ; warning him and others concerned, not to meet to Hold a Court

at Cambridge, within the county of Aliddlefcx.

By Thomas Greaves Efq; Judge of their Majefties Inferior Court of Pleas

and one of their Majefties Juftices of the peace within the faid County.

And alfo his ANSWER to Mr. Broadjireete and the Gentlemen mett at the

Towti-Hotife in Bojlon concerning the fame.

PubliJJied for the Infonnation (2r» SatisfaRion of their Majefties toyall

{butabufed) Subjeds in NEW-ENGLAND.

Philadelphia, Printed by Affignes of William Bradford, Anno 1689.

TO " the honoiwable Robert Treat Efq ; and to the WorfJiipfull James
Bifhop, William Jones 6^ James Fitch and other the Wo}fJiipfiil

Juflices of the feverall Counties : and any other whom it may
concern, affejnbling at Hartford : To advife concerning Holding a Court

of Eledtion by Virtue of atid'according to the late Patent.

Sirs. T js^Tj^ 2Lt this time (by reafon of bodily Infirmity)
A unable to wait upon you in a fuitable manner, or

to maintain difcourfe as this Occafion may require, or indeed

to

44 We give a fac-fimile of the initial letter already mentioned as diftin6live of
Bradford's type.
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to write much, yet (confidering the Exigency of the cafe) I

will do what I can, & apply myfelfe to you as followeth.

And to prevent all prejudice againft what I have to fay,

I fliall premife thus much, Viz. That tho' I was no free-man

of the Colony, yet I never was, nor am an Enemy to our

ancient Charter-priviledges, and could they now be regularly

Recovered, I fhould rejoice in it, and if I knew any thing

whereby to juflify the prefent proceeding, I fliould not con-

ceal it ; but we muft not do evill that good may come of it.

I am not at all ambitious of keeping my place, it is a

Burthen and no Benefit to me ; an orderly difcharge will be

very welcome, and the fooner the better ; if I could abfolve

myfelf from my oath, it had not been to do now ; fo that I

am under no Temptation on thefe accounts. Tis onely the

Truft repofed in me, and my reall defire of the Common
good which puts me on, very well knowing, that nothing

but ill Will is like to be my reward.

Further, I am fenfible of mine inability to wade in thofe

great Affaires, and would not abound in my own fence, nor

in any fort take upon nor go about to teach thofe of whom
I had need to learne

;
yet. Plus vident oaili qtiam oculus.

Many eyes fee more than one : and a weak eye may chance

to fee that which a better over-looks. And I having with

others (tho much againft my own Inclination) received his

Majeffcies Commiffion as a Juftice of the Peace for the

County of Hartford, and having at that time taken the

Oaths of Supremacy and Obedience, as alfo that of a juftice,

for keeping of the Law, the Confervation of the Peace, and
the quiet and good Government of the people, it did concern

me to Confider the Duty by thefe meanes fo ftrongly bound
upon me, and accordingly I have fmce that time done my
poor endeavour to inform my felf in the Laws, that I might
difcern between Right and Wrong for the good of the

people.

Therefore,
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Therefore, in fence of my duty to God, the King, your
felves, and all his Majefties good people here, (for I am
debtor to you all, and am embarqued in the fame Bottom
with you ; and do account it my Duty to feek the peace of

the place where I live) therefore (I fay) I fliall not (and I

think, I ought not) be wholly filent at this time, but accord-

ing to that little which I have learned and obferved, I fliall

modeftly, and yet freely and plainly, offer a few Confidera-

tions to you which refpe6l the prefent Affaire, dehreing you
neither to accept nor rejedt what I fay, becaufe it comes from
me, but according to its own merit ; for the matter in hand
feems to me to be of very great Weight, and I befeech you
to confider and ponder it throughly before you engage in it,

forafmuch as an Irregularity in this Proceeding, may be the

beginning of great Calamity and Woe to this people.

The prefent Motion feems to me to be not only illegall,

needlefs & unprofitable, but indeed very criminal dangerous
and hurtful to us, and that upon thefe Confiderations.

Firft, Before you can Regularly (or by Virtue of and
according to your late Patent) hold a Court of Ele6lion, you
mufl be firft Reftored to your former politick Capacity,

whereby you were under the Name of His Majefties Gover-
nour and Company of the Englifh Colony of Comie^icoU,
Perfons able & capable in the Law to plead and be im-

pleaded &c ; and to Have, Take, Require and poffeffe Lands
and other Hereditaments &c. of which, that Priviledge of

Govermne7tt was a principall one given by your Patent.

For I reafon thus. If you do now affume the Government,
and proceed to Eledlion, you do it either in a private and
perfonal Capacity, or in a publick and politik Capacity, I

iuppofe you do not pretend to the Firft, for that is not to do
it according to your patent, and befides it is criminall.

For Subjedls m private Capacity to take upon them to fet

up & exercife Government as they fee caufe, is dire6l Re-
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bellion & Treafon. Therefore you miift do it in a publick
and politick Capacity, but this you cannot do till you are
reftored to fuch a Capacity, in which indeed you once were,
but now are not : which I thus prove from the Patent it felf.

Our late Soveraign King Charles the Second, did in the
year 1662, by his Letters Patents for himfelf, his Heires and
Succeffours, Ordaine & Conflitue the therein named Paten-
tees, & the then prefent & future Freemen, &c. One Body
politick and Corporate in fad! and Name, by the name
of. His Governour and Company of the EngUJJi Colo?iy of
Comie^imt hi New-England in America ; and that by the
fame Name they and their Succeffours fliall and may have
perpetuall Succeffion, and fliall & may be perfons able &
capable in the law to plead & be impleaded, to Anfwer &
be Anfwered unto, to defend & be defended in all Suits,

Caufes, Quarrels, Matters, A6lions and things of what kind
and nature foever. And alfo to Have, Take, Poffeffe, Ac-
quire and Purchafe Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments
&c. This is the expreffe Letter of that Claufe of the Patent,

whereby you were conftituted one body politick and Corpo-
rate, able and capable in the Law as aforefaid ; and whereby
alfo, you were by the name of Governour and Company to

have perpetuall Succeffion, or to be perpetuated by annual!
Eledion, at leaft, as the Patent afterwards fliews, and upon
this Claufe do all priviledges afterwards granted depend.

But now you are not fuch a Body politick and Corporate
capable in Law as aforefaid, for you know, that by the late

Tranfadion between his Majelty and his then Governour
and Company of the late Colony of Conncflicnt, the Govern-
ment is changed and taken into his Majefties hands, and the

late Colony of ConneSlicot annexed to the Bay, the Gover-
nour and one of the Affiftants made and fworn Councellours
and Judges under this new Government, the late Deputy-
Governour and the reft of the Affiftants, made and fworn

Juftices
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Jiiflices in the feverall Counties under the fame new Govern-
ment, and this a year and a half agone : How legall thefe

proceedings were we need not now difpute ; but this it is in

fad : Hence there is no fuch thing in fad and name as the

Governour and Company of the Colony of Conncfliait

And hence the Corporation is diffolved and made incapable

in the law to plead and be impleaded <S:c. or to have and take

or poffeffe any Hereditaments, and confequently incapable

to Take, Ere6t and Exercife Government. For neither the

Governour alone, nor the Company alone is the Corporation,

nor capable to plead or be impleaded as fuch, but the Gov-
ernour and Company together. If they Claime or Take,

they mud Claime or Take together, if they Sue, they mufl
Sue together, and if they be fued, they muft be fued together

and not apart. Befides, by the meanes aforefaid the Succef-

fion is interrupted and broken off, for by the fame name of

the Governour and Company of &c. you were to have per-

petuall Succeffion, and that Succeffion to be perpetuated by
annuall Eledion of the Governour, Deputy-Governour, &c.

which hath not been. Therefore in your prefent ftate you
are not Succeffors of the former Corporation ; and confe-

quently cannot take the priviledges untill reftored to your
former politick Capacity : and (to add that) you cannot refhore

your felves to it, for that is inconfiftant with your Subje6lion

to the Supreame power.

By all this it doth appeare. That as there is no Governour
or Deputy-Governour to give Order for the Affembling of

the Company, (without which their Affembling for fuch an
end is unlawful) fo there are no Freemen capable of choofmg
or of being chofen ; for if there be not a Corporation capable,

there cannot be capable Freemen of that Corporation : And
if in this ftate you proceed to Eledion, there is no Free-

holder or free SubjeA of Englmid, belonging to this Late
Colony, but hath as good a Right, & is as capable of

Choofmg
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Choofing as any of you, becaufe there is nothing to hinder
it, and this the people fee. Alfo there are now no Affiftants

enabled by lawfull Authority (without which none may do it)

to take the Oath of the Governour or Deputy-Governour
when Chofen ; all which things the Patent doth exprefQy

require.

All this feems neceffarily to follow from the very words of

the Patent, and how it can be avoided I cannot fee : but that

I may not feem to vent my own Notions onely, I fliall briefly

give the words of Sir Edward Coke as found a Lawyer and
as great a friend to the EngliJJi Subje6ls Libertyes as ever

England knew, In the Cafe (faith he) of Mayor & Coninion-

ality (which is the fame in ef[e6l as Governour and Company)
Where there is no Mayor the Commonality cannot make claim;

becajtfe they have neither ability nor Capacity to take or fne
a7iy Aflion. SjCoke upon Lit. pag. 263.] fo that without a

Governour or Deputy-Governour you cannot fo much as

Claime the Government by Law, much leffe enter upon it.

And therefore we fee that in the Patent, the King doth not

Confl:itute onely a number of Freemen, and make them
immediately capable to take fuch and fuch priviledges, and
give them power rudely to run together whenfoever fome
fa6lious fpirits fliall make a bufl:le, and fo in a tumult to

choofe them a Governour & Magiftrates ; No, but he firfl

creates them a Body politick confifting of Governour and
Company, and by that name makes them capable in Law to

take the priviledges which he thereafter gives. And he
himfelfe nominates and appoints the firft Governour or

Deputy-Governour for the time being, to give order for the

Affembling of the Company upon all occafions (whether for

Eledtion or otherwife) and in fuch orderly manner gives them
leave to affemble as often as need requireth.

Secondly, (Which doth alfo confirm the former) Before

you can hold a Court of Ele6tion according to the Patent,

you
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you muft have a General Court or Affembly conflituted

according to the Patent : the reafon is, becaufe the Patent

doth ordaine, that the Governour, Deputy-Governour, and

Affiftants &c. be annually chofen, not without, but in the

faid Generall Court : concerning this matter the King, in his

Patent, ordains three things.

I. That every Second Thurfday in May and Ocftober (or

oftner if need be) there fliall be a Generall Affembly. 2.

That this Generall Court or Affembly, confift of the Gover-

nour or Deputy-Governour, and at lead fix of the Affiffcants,

and of the Freemen or their Deputyes. 3. That at leaft

once in every year (Viz.) on the fecond Thurfday in May,

the Governour Deputy-Governour & Affiflants of the faid

Company and other Officers &c. fliall be in the faid Generall

Court and Affembly. to be held from that day or time newly

chofen for the yeare enfueing &c. Thus faith the Patent

expreffly : But you have now no Governour, Deputy-Gover-

nour, nor Affiftants, therefore can have no fuch Generall

Court or Affembly; therefore can hold no Court of Eledion

by virtue of or according to your Patent. Examine the

Patent and fee &c.

From thefe two Confiderations it appears, that if you do

proceed to Eledion in your prefent ftate, you will but deceive

your felves and trouble the Country to no purpofe : all that

you will do, will be void in Law : the Government you think

to fet up will be but an imaginary Government, a fhadow

without a fubftance, Magiflrates without Authority, for you

can give them none, neither does the Patent give them any.

A Government that cannot determine the Prefent Govern-

ment, nor vacate the Commiffions that have been given out

from the King, and are ftill in force, nor exercife any
Authority to effe6l: for their Authority may juflly (yea,

ought to) be denied by every one, and they cannot enforce it,

without Lawleffe Ufurpation & Tyrannic. 2. You will

but
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but trouble your /elves, for you will be immediately liable to

a Qiio-Warranto, and can give no account by what Authority

you do thefe arbitrary things.

Thirdly, The Government is now in the King's hands,

(and here, that no perfon may cavill, the word King may be

underftood indefinitely for the King his Heires & Succeff-

ours, for the Heir or Succeffour is King, when the Time of

Succeffion is come. But I fay, The Government is now in

the Kings hands, and it will be wifdome to proceed in a

regular way, if you defire to recover it. For in regard of the

dignity of his perfon, the King has by Law a Prerogative

above the Subje6l for the keeping of what he hath. Hence,
a man may not enter upon the King as he may upon his

Fellow fubje6l ; much leffe may he enter upon the King by
Force. I do not now enter upon that Oueftion, How far
thofe that are by and itnder the King entriijled with ptcblick

Power a7id Office, for the defence of the Lawes and Libertyes

of the Stibjeh, may, in cafe, tife force for that end ; and the

people under them at their Call and Command ; This is an-

other Queffcion, and not our cafe, and thofe that defire fatis-

fa6lion, may confult thofe that have written weightily upon
that SubjeS;. It is one thing to defend the Lawes and
Liberties of the Subje(5l. This fome think fome may do,

and this defends the Government : But it is another thing

to fubvert & change & take poffeffion of the Government
it felf, this none may do. And tho' fome may fay, But the

Government is illegally taken into the Kings hand, and it is

one of our great Liberties : I fliall fay fomething to that by
and by.

Therefore to let that Queftion pafse untoucht. I faid that

the Subje6l may not enter upon the King with force : now
you cannot enter upon the King in point of Government,
but it is with force, for all power of Government implies

force antecedent for the fetting of it up, and concomitant for

the
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the Support and Defence of it, and partly becaufe you cannot
do it in this way of ElecSlion without Multitude, which is

Force in the judgment of the Law, as well as Mantis armatcs,

or Force of Arms, fo that if you do it, it muft neceffarily be
done with force ; now to enter upon the King in point of

Government with Force, what is it but to invade the Crown ?

And Kings do account their Heads &: Crownes to be very

neare each to other ; and that he that attempts againft the

one, attempts againft the other.

This Affaire therefore doth touch the Crowne, and nearly

concerne your Allegiance, and is worthy to be well confid-

ered, for it is of dangerous confequence ; 'tis dangerous to

thofe that fhall Choofe, and be Chofen, and Accept ; danger-

ous to all that fliall any waies contrive, counfell, abett or

conceale, (tho' here is hardly room for Concealing, {^A Citty

fet on a Hill cannot be kid, and thefe things cannot be done in

a Corner) 'tis dangerous to your felves and Pofterity, yea
dangerous to us all, and doth require more fkill in Law and
State affaires than is very common among us, to make the

way plain to a fafe proceeding in it ; for I cannot find that

the Law doth ufe any fofter Language concerning fuch

Acftions, than that of Tiimults, Inficrre^ions, rebellions Riots,

Sedition, Rebellion, Trea/on, &c.
Gentlemen, I hope you will be careful! to keep at a due

diflance from fuch things which are wont to be Bitternejfe

in the end. 'Tis an eafy matter to run too farr ; And the

worfl is wont to be made of fuch things when they come to

Tryall.

Fourthly, You may here confider that the Government
was not taken into the King's hand without your own Sub-
miffion, and fome fort (at leaft) of Confent ; whence poffibly

there was not fo much Illegality in that proceeding as fome
do imagine. I was not perfonally acquainted with thofe

Tranfadions, and therefore cannot undertake much in this
;

but
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but this I fuppofe will not be denied, that if parties be at

Law (whether King and fubje61:, or fubjedl and fubjecft) and
inftead of ftanding a Tryal, they agree upon Conditions, and
the Conditions are performed, and fo the A61ion be let fall,

this is not illegall : and if afterwards either party be fenfible

of inconveniency, will it be fair and honeft for him to fay it

was illegall, and thereupon breake his Agreement? The
Inhabitant of the Holy Hill /weaves to his own hurt, and
changeth not. You were at Law with the King, and its like

you thought it would be a great Charge to maintaine the

Aclion, and it might go againft you at laft, and you fliould

be annexed to Yorke ; and hereupon you fubmit to the

King's Wifdom'e and pleafure, begging that you may be

annexed to the Bay ; the King performs this condition, and
lets fall his Adlion, Demands the Government, and you yield

if up to him ; if now you finde it prejudiciall, you muft lay

your hand tipo7i yotir mouth, and not take it again by force.

We mufl not think to leave and take when we pleafe.

Fifthly, None are allowed by the Law to be Judges in

their own Cafe, no not the King himfelf: But if you proceed

in this manner, you take upon you, in your own cafe to judge

the King, to condemn and take poffeffion, which in reafon

will never be borne, for Princes are as tender of their Pre-

rogative as Subje^ls can be of their Liberties.

But to abate the Force of thefe Confiderations, fome fay,

We heare there is 7io King, Regall Power is Extinn, &c. I

anfwer, 'tis no pleafant Obje6tion or Subje6t to fpeak to, but

yet the Neceffity of the prefent time feems to require a word
or two to prevent ihefe unwife and unwary fpeeches which
do not become Subjedls. Therefore I fay firft. That Ru-
mours are but a fandy foundation to ground fuch affertions,

or to change & build Government upon, we have yet

nothing of Record concerning the King. 2. This doth not

help our cafe at all, for if it were indeed fo, that the Sceptre

were
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were departed, you have then nothing to do with the Patent

;

Tis onely the Kings Governour and Company that hath

Intereft in the Patent, and the King grants it onely for

Himfelfe, his Heires and Succeffours, if there be none of

thefe, your Patent and Eftate in it are expired without any
more to do. But, Tyly. The King is a Royall Body pohtick

which hath Succeffion whereby the Crown paffeth not onely

to heires by Blood, but to Succeffours alfo ; in which refpecfi:

it is faid, That in Judgement of Law, T/ie KING never

dyes. There is allwaies a King.

But others fay. What/Jiall we do? there is no Government;

the Govemotir who is the Head of it is iniprifoned, and hath

Surrendi^ed his Government. 1 anfwer, It is a very great

Errour and proceeds from ignorance to think that tJiere is

no Govern7ne7tt, & it containes fo many inconveniences &
mi/chiefs in it, as it is not fafe to mention them ; fo long as

there is any fupream power, there muft needs be a Govern-
ment. 2. The Governour is not the Head of the Government
but the King. And the Government is not his properly and
originally but the Kings. The Governour is but a Minifter

of the King in the Government, which Miniftry it is faid he

hath furrendred to be fecured and be difpofed of by Orders

that fliall be received from the Crown of England. It will

not become us to prevent thefe Orders and difpofe of the

Government otherwife our felves ; but to acknowledge our

fubje6lion to that Crown, as our Neighbours would do well

to do. 3. The Commiffions of the Judges and Juflices of

the feverall Counties (the Execution whereof is no fmall part

of Government) are granted by the Governour (tis true) but

not from the Governour, but from the King, & are derived

from the Crowne ; it is not from an inferiour but from a

Supreame power, and they do ftill continue in force notwith-

ftanding the imprifonment or Surrender of the Governour

;

for they are matters of Record under the great Scale of the

Dominion
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Dominion, & cannot be countermanded without matter of

Record of as high a nature. You may take one inftance

from Charles the firft his time, He was indeed the head of

the Government ; but yet notwithftanding the great Breach
and long Warrs between him and his Parhament, and his

long imprifonment after that, both together from 42. to the

end of 48. there was ftill a Government, and it was his Gov-
ernment, and exercifed by the King's Commiffions as long as

he lived, for they were not changed nor fuperfeded till a year

after his death, as the Hiftories of thofe times fliew. So that

notwithftanding all the Rumours we have had from abroad,

and the Overtures at home, there is a Government ftill, to

which we ought to fubmit; and that for Confcience fake.

Let us not have caufe to fay, that there are none that will be

governed.

Sixthly. I may defire you to confider thofe honoured
Gentlemen who had the Rule over you under the former

Government, and are now alfo in place under this Govern-
ment, who I believe would hardly have accepted any Com-
miffion under the prefent Government, but for this end, that

you might not be fo much Ruled by ftrangers as otherwife

you might have been, and to prevent the miferies that might
follow thereupon : I am fure that this was one principall

Argument that they ufed with me, when they faw me fo

averfe as I was to Accept, and I think the end has been fo far

attained, as that you ought with Thankfullnefs to acknowl-

edge, that by this meanes you have efcaped the greateft

part of thofe grievances which others complain of, and
not now (you think you have the ftaffe in your hand) to

ride over their Confciences who are under Oath (from

which neither they nor you can abfolve them) to execute

their Commiffions, and to tread them down as mire in the

ftreet : The meafure that you mete may be meafured to you
again. Tis a golden Rule, That which you would that

others
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others fliould do to you, do you the fame to them ; & do
not recompence evil for good.

Some I know refle6l hard upon them for giving up the

former Government ; much hke thofe that refle6l upon old

father Adam ; but I will fo far apologize for them, as to

defire you to reflect upon your felves, for have you already

forgotten that you (I mean the people) were divided in your
opinions ; many grudged at the charge of that Affaire,

whence it was hard (if poffible) for them feafonably to raife

mony to maintaine the fuite. (1 my felf know who were then
as hot againft the raifmg of money for that Purpofe (and
cry'd out it was illegall) as now hot for the Patent, and ready
to cry out upon the loffe of that as illegall ; but I will not
prejudice any man.) Others were fo affraid of being annexed
to Yorke, that they thought it the beft way to fubmit without
more a doe, fo that they might be annexed to the Bay.
Surely you cannot forget thefe things, by which (comeing
from the people to their Deputyes) it is reafonable to think

that the Generall Affembly was moved to make that Submif-
fion to the King, and in all Reafon it was much better fo,

than for want of money, to have had a Judgement given
againft us upon a Nihil-Dicit, or Contempt, and it is poffible,

that if thofe who refiedf fo hard upon them had been under
the fame Circumftances, they would have done the fame
thing or worfe. Therefore methinks they might be a little

confidered, and not made the fcorn of the people.

Seventhly. Confider your Profeffion, we are all Proteflants,

I hope there is not a Papifl in our Limits, I know not any

:

and we profeffe to believe (rejedling humane Traditions)

That the word of God is the onely and fufHcent Rule of
Faith and Manners. And do we not there finde that Sure
word of Prophejie, to which we may do zvell to take heed, as to

a light that //lines in a Dark place, which doth diredt and
counfell us. To fear the Lord and the King, and not to meddle

with
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with thofe that are given to change. To Keep the Kings Com-
maiidment, a7id that in regard of the Oath of God, To Give

unto CcBfar the things that are Ccsfars, and to God the things

that are God's, To Stzidy to be quiet, and to be fubjcil to

Principalities and powers ipccattfe they are of God) and to

obey Magifirates, To fnbmit ourfelves to every ordinafice of
man for the Lord's fake, whether it to be the King as

fupreame, or unto Governonrs as imto thofe that are fcnt by

him for the pzinifhmejit of evil doers and the praife of them
that do well, for fo is the will of God, that with well doing,

we ^nay put to fikfice the ignorance of foolifJi men, &c. and,

Not to defpife Government, nor to fpeake evill of Dignitycs ?

Thefe are found Do(51;nnes, and will well confift with the

proteftant Religion (elfe we had reafon to be afliamed of it)

and it were to be wiflied, That thefe among us who are the

fait of the earth & Light of the world would feafon the

people by putting them in mind (as Paul commands Titus)

of thofe great Duties fo neceffary for thefe perilous days,

wherein men are (as was prophecied they would be) fo apt

to be Traitors, heady and high minded, and to defpife Gov-
ernment. Therefore before we proceed in this Affaire, con-

fider what our Religion will gain by it, an Ornament or a

Blott, and whether we fliall not give Occafion to adverfaries

(that feek occafion) to blafpheme the name and fpeake evill

of the waies of God amongft us.

Eighthly, Confider the time and flate of affaires in the

Chriftian world. If anything be true of that which comes
to us it feems, it is a time wherein there is a flrong engage-

ment to root out the Proteftant Religion. Europe is upon
this account in flames, the Ax is laid to our own Root, if it

be fo, it is a time wherein we" had need to flrengthen the

things that are weake, to join heart and hand together againft

French and Pagan-Force and Cruelty, and to unite heaven
and Earth if poffible, for the prefervation of our felves and

pofterity,
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pofterity, and for the Defence of the caufe of God and his

Truth with us ; furely this is no time to fall to Fa6lion and
parties, to tread down the Government that is left, (too weak
already,) to diflurb and obfl;ru6t the Courfe of Juftice, To
confound the Militia, that no man fliall know whome to

Command nor whome to Obey, and to promote private

interefts, and therefore fet every man's hand againft his

Brother, unleffe we defigne to ruine all. I wifli there be not

fome Jefuit that has foifted in this ProJe6l amongft them in

the Bay and us here, as the mofl probable way to ruin us at

this time ; for it is the old trade of that Diabolical fort of

men by their plaufible crafty Counfells, to make proteftants

deftroy themfelves, by flirring up, and fomenting divifions

among them ; and promoting any thing which tends thereto,

the which, how naturally & neceffarily they will flow from
this proceeding is eafy to fliew : but it is better to be filent

than by fpeaking to fliew men the way which they are too

ready to run into.

Ninethly. More might be faid, but the lafl Confideration

that I fliall offer (and which I think may fatisfy any reafon-

able man) is. That it is known the Country is in daily Expec-
tation of Orders from the Crowne of England, for the Settling

and Regulating of the Government, thofe Orders will either

contradi6t or overthrow your Ele6lion, or elfe countenance
and Encourage it

:

If they overthrow it, to what end is it to hold a Court (if

we could hold a Court) to make Ele6tion, to change and turn
things up-fide down, and hereby put the Country (which is

poor enough already) to unneceffary charge, and know not
how to defray it when we have done, and to run the hazzard
of difpleafure from the fupreame power abroad, and of
making Divifion and Mifchief at home, and all for an imagi-
nary Government, which may poffibly laft for a week or a
moneth. Sapiens incipit a Fine.

If
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If the Orders fliall come to do countenance and encourage

to an Election, they will be fuch as will enable us to it, and
fo we fliall preferve a good Afpe6l abroad, and Unity and
Peace at home; what need then of fuch Hafte? Thefe
things cannot be fpoken againft. And the Town-Clerke of

Ephefics could fay, that thefe things being {o, you ought to be

quiet & do nothing rafJily.

But fome fay, We fliall lofe our day if we do not proceed

now. I anfwer, There is nothing in that, for if you have

fufficient Warrant from the Crowne of England, to enable

you to the thing, you will be enabled as to a Day, and
Perfons, and what elfe is needfuU which now you are not, as

before was faid.

But fay others, if we have an Election before thefe Orders

come, we fliall be in a Capacity to capitulate, and fo obtain

the better termes, &c. I anfwer this is a great miftake. It

will be a mighty Difadvantage ; for it will be a wonderfull

thing if you be not look'd upon and dealt with as Griminalls.

Again, Whome do you mean to Capitulate with ? Surely

it will be good manners for us to Afke, and not to Command;
to Follow our Leaders and not to go before them.

But fome think, Thefe are fmall matters that will be

overlook'd, and eafily pardoned, we need not ftand upon fuch

nicetyes.

But I Anfwer how fmall they are will be beft feen after-

wards, and it is better not to need a pardon, than to prefume

upon getting one.

From all thefe Confiderations I conclude, that our flrength

is to fit^ftill, and therefore do advife.

That inftead of moving towards an Ele6lion, the Judges

and Juftices in the feverall Counties, confidering their Com-
miffions which they have received and the Oaths which they

have taken, for the faithfull Execution of them, and Remem-
bring that the Judgement is not man's but God's who is with

them
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them in the Judgement, they take Courage and do it; and

in Order thereto Unanimoufly Declare, that they will Main-

tain and Exercife the Government (in their Degree) accord-

ing to their Commiffions, in Conformity to the Lawes which

are the Rules of their Commiffions, & the true and propper

Bulwarks of the Subjedls juft Libertyes, being carefull to do

nothing contrary thereto, to the befl of their underftanding:

& that the good People here do willingly & cheerfully

fubmit & yield obedience to the feverall Officers in their

Refpe6live places, as their Duty is, untill fuch time as fuffi-

cient Warrant fliall come from the Crown of England for

other Orders. And in the meane time, we all with one

confent Lift tip our hearts with otir hands to God in the

Heavens for a happy Compofure of thefe Commotions in

England and thofe other Kingdomes, for the Reftitution,

Security and propagation of the Gofpell, true Religion and

Worfliip of God, and for the preferving and eftablifliing of

the peace and liberty of his people there and here, and elfe

where throughout the world to the glory of God.

This Courfe is regular, innocent, offenfive to none, and

mod fafe for our felves and ours : but if the people will not

be advifed, I very much fear that the Iffue will not be like a

Tree of Life, or the defire fatisfied, elfe truly I fliould not at

this time have given you or my felfe this trouble.

The Opinion, and Refolution of the other Juftices I know
not, but for my part I am plaine, and I muft declare &
proteft againfl an Ele6lion at the prefent, as that which is

juftly offenfive to the fupreame Power, in whofe hands foever

it is, or fliall be, and pernicious to our felves ; and if the

people fliould willfuUy proceed to it, it will remaine for the

Juftices to conflder whether the Law and their Oathes don't

require them to make a Record of it, and Certifie it into the

Chancery, &c. But I hope there will none enforce to fuch

things, and I pray that you may all A(5t under the Influence

of
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of the God of peace and Order. And in Teftimony that

this is my Opinion and Advice, I have hereunto fet my hand,

on the eighth day of May, 1689.

GerJJiom Btilkelcy.

Facem te Fqfcimus 07?ines.

Peace is the TranquilHty of Order, therefore Order is the

onely right Way of Peace.

A Letter to Gerfliom Bulkeley, Efq; {one of their Majefties

JiiJIices of the Peace in the Coimty of Hartford) from a

friend in the Bay.

Sir,

I
Have feen your Letter referring to the Government of

Co7i7iefticut Colony Dire6led unto Col' Treate and other

Gentlemen there, and being very well acquainted with the

papers and paffages you refer to and the Truth of them
feverally: I earneftly expedted the Anfvver, as extreamely

neceffary for the Vindication of the affumed Government in

your parts, if at leaf! they mean to continue their Allegiance

and Dependance upon the Crowne of E^igland, or to hold

their Majefties Subje6ts in thofe parts in obedience to them.

But for that I heare nothing in their Defence, I muft be
allowed to gueffe, that either thofe Gentlemen have Orders
from their Majefties unknowne to any, thus to advance
themfelves, or that they mean to caft off their Dependence
& Obedience to the Crown of England : The firft of thefe

is diflionourable to fuppofe, the, latter will end in the utter

Ruin of the Englifli intereffc here, and leave us a prey to all

Natio?is, when the zvild beafl fiall pafs by and t^'ead down
the Thiflle.

But
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But whatfoever be the Opinion or Refentment of your

Gentlemen, I will affure you Sir the good people here (that

are (o far quitt of the fright and hurry of the late and prefent

confufion in thefe parts) wifli that the men of Scchein had
hearkened unto Jothain, that God might have hearkened unto

them ; and fear left the proceeding here as well as with you,

being plainly reprefented at home, fliould alarm a juft and
wife Prince, to take fome fevere method to keep the people

of thefe Colonies in a more ftri6t Obedience to the Crowne
of England than will agree with our prefent licentious &
ungovern'd frame ; there being amongft us men not of the

lead intereft that daily fay, they will not be fliuffled out of

their Allegiance.

When it fliall be feen and underftood that the Noife of a

French PLOT, and a Maqua's PLOT, A Plot to BURxN
the TOWNE of BOSTON and to MASSACRE the

PEOPLE, neither have nor ever had the leaft fliadow of

truth, but a pure Malicious Invention onely, to perfuade the

Common-people into an ill Opinion of thofe appointed to

rule & Govern them, and whom in Duty & Confcience they

ought to obey, and being in that manner amufed were puflied

and hurried into fuch a Rifing and Convulfion of the Gov-
ernment, without ever confidering the effe6l

:

And when it fliall be told (as now too truly it may) that

the Effe6l of thefe changes, are the totall Subverfion of their

Majeflies Government, the Loffe of the Garrifon at Pema-
quid, the County of Cornwall, the Province of Main and
other parts, Severall hundreds of their Majeflies fubje6ls,

the Fifhery and Lumber trade, the Running away of many
of our people, who turn Pirates and do their Countrymen
and neighbours the fame Mifchiefs that the Algcrincs do
upon the Coafts of the Chriftians, whilfl; their Majeftie's

Ship of Warre is difniantled and made ufeleffe, the moft

injuft, long, and cruell Confinement and imprifonment of the

Govcrnour,
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Governour, (who was both capable and a6live on all occafions

for the publick good and fafety of the Country) feverall of

the Councill, and other perfons imploy'd in publick Office in

the Government, (an A(5l, for which the A^nerican world can

fliew no Example or Parallell) and the Committing of the

greateft Routs and Riots, even on the Sabbath day, and
many other inconveniences that daily grow upon us: furely

all fober and thinking men cannot but fee the Folly and
Errour of thefe things, and wifli that day had never been,

which has occafioned fo great mifchiefs and miferyes, of

which we all fee the Beginning, but none can tell the end.

Amongft the many and falfe Ricmotirs and Afperjions caft

upon his Excellency the Governour, and fpread abroad to

bring him into Difreputation with his Prmce, and make him
odious to the Common People, I finde one (not of the leaft)

taken notice of by you (very well anfwered and made of no

Weight) which doubtlefs Influenced fome and was a meanes
to withdraw & delude others, but do not perceive by your

Writeing that you were fatisfied in the Falfity as well as the

Weakneffe of that Affertion.

Therefore that you may be rightly informed in that par-

ticular, I mufl: tell you, That the Peoples takeing to Armes,

was wholly a Surprife to His Excellency, and that untill they

were a6lually fo, he had not the leafl; Advice or Intimation

thereof, and ufed no other meanes, but by the force of his

Authority endeavoured to Satisfie them ; And to that end
Hearing that many of the Councill were at the Councill-

Chamber, where (it being the ordinary Councill-Day) they

were to meet, (and fome particularly by him fent for from

Salem and other parts to be there) His Excellency went to

them, and defired their Affiftance to pacify the people then

in Armes, offering on his part to do what might be proper

for His Majefties Service and the Good and Wellfare of his

Subjecfts here: but feverall others of the Cheife of the

Towne
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Townc and Magiftrates in the late Government being defign-

edly met there, inftead of Complying with his Excellencies

Propofalls, and lo Supporl and Maintaine Ike Govcrnrne7it,

they lent the Croud their arnie to Jhake the Ti^ee, and made
his Excellency a Prifoner in the Councill-Chamber, and foon

after feme of the Councill and other officers that waited on
him : An A61 much Hke that of Bruttis to Ccefar, abating

the difference of the Perfon, and that they did not Jlab him;
but kept him a Prifoner to undergoe worfe Miferyes.

After his Excellency was thns Confined, he was often preffed

with Threats to give Order for the Surrender of the Fort
and Caftle, which he abfolutely Refnfed, and never gave any
Order for the Surrender of either, but they were Forcedfrom
the officers that had the Command of them:*^ If this be a

Surrender of the Government, you and all prudent men may
judge: I am fure (as you have well obferved) the Law gives

it a quite other Terme.

His Excellejicy had fufficient Authority and Orders from
the Crowne of England to fecure the Government, which (no

doubt) he would have done, had all thofe in place difcharged

their Duties, and the People continued their Obedience and
Subje6lion: He wanted not further Orders from England
for that purpofe, nor had he occafion to appoint Truflees,

the Ki7ig had appointed and intrulled fuch as He thought
were fufficient. But it was wonderfull to fee, with what a
Strong Dehifion the people were poffeffed at that time ; and
thought they had their Tho2ifands obtained a mighty Vi6tory
over Ten or Twelve naked perfons, and therein done God
good Service. The Strength of Government confifls in the

Obedience

^^ See Palfrey, iii. 586, for the contradi(5lory reports about Sir Edmund's order
to furrender the Fort and Caftle.
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Obedience of the People, and when that Duty is not Re-

garded the Government is foon Overthrown, and all turned

into Anarchy and Confufion ; of which we have now a fad

Example : for what between an Imaginary Government &
the Fury of the Mobile it is hard to kjiow who is uppermojl.

I have alwaies confidered the Miniftry of this Country as

that which the people came into this Wildernefs to fee, and

I hope it fliall never be a Reed JJiaken ivith the wind, and

their prefent influence in all parts of the Country to move
the people to bethink themfelves of their Caufleffe &
unaccountable Prejudices, Wrath and Rage, their ungodly

deeds, and hard Speeches one againft another ; and to dif-

pofe them to their Dutyes and Obedience to their Majefties

Government as eftabliflied and appointed over them from

the Crown of England, and that they would prove them-

felves to be Children that will not lye, that God may become
their Saviour ; is humbly offered as a great part of their

Province.

I am ignorant whether from any in thefe parts you have

been written unto flnce your letter was made publick here,

but I am fure your Reafons will be found true, agreeable to

Religion and Law, and what you have faid againft an Elec-

tion, is as true againft an Affumption ; and what is true of

the Avoidance of the Charter of Connedicut, is much more
true of that of the Maffachufetts ; and how a dependant part

of the Englifh Nation can legally come at Government, at

leaft the Coercive part of it, without a Grant from the

Crowne, being not to be found in the ordinary Readings of

the Law, may be enquired for-at Delphos,

We often fay, that every man has a pope in his belly, but I

hope nobody pretends to have a Ki?ig there, whatever Sove-

raignty
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raignty men take to themfelves of opinions in Religion,

the Government expe(5ls by private perfons to be treated

with more Diftance & Difference, and will certainly be

obeyed.

Sir I have Known you long a true Lover of your Countrey,

of Integrity and Service in your place and Station, and
account your plainneffe to your Countrymen in this great

Affaire, as the beff Service you could offer them, and am
deeply forry if any other Opinion be taken thereof amongft
the people, however I perceive you have what you expe6led:

and the Rewards of Vertue and jjublic Service are not fo

foon nor eafily gotten.

That all thefe things may have a happy Compofure, and
Their Majcjlics Subjects in this their Dominion a due &
true Sence of their Duty and Allegiance (which can onely

make thefe Plantations happy & flourifli) I am very fure is

your defire as well as of (Sir) your Friend and Servant &c^'^

The

^ We do not find the probable writer

of this letter to Bulkeley named. Some
circumrtances would lead us to attribute

the authorfhip to Palmer, but Lawrence
Hammond, of Charlellown, was one of
the writers on Andros's fide, according
to Frothingham, (Hill:. 233.) We can
hardly attribute it to Greaves, the writer

of the document immediately following

this letter in the text, and yet the juxta-

pofition would feem to indicate fome
clofe connection between the two docu-
ments. As we fhall fee, Charleftown
at this time contained many influential

citizens oppofed to the overthrow of

the Andros government.
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The Writeing Delivered to ya7ncs RnJ/cIl of CharleJIozuiie

Efq; by Thomas Graves Efq
; Judge of their Majefties

Inferiour Court of pleas, and one of their Majefties Juf-

tices of the Peace, within the County of Middlcfcx.

To yaines Rnffcll of Charlc/ionmc Efq ; to be communi-
cated to any others that are in like manner with your felf

concerned herein.

Sir. Forafmuch as I am credibly informed, thai your felf
with fame other pretended Magifirates do intetid on the firft

Ttiefday in October next, to meet together at Cambridge to

keep a prete?ided Court of Jtidicatiire, 7wt having any laufnl
authorityfrom onr Soveraigne Lord and Lady, King William
& Qiiecji Mary, enabling you fo to do^ I therefore confedering
the obligatio7i lyeing upon me^ by the Commifjion to the judge
of the inferioiLr Cotirt of Pleas in faid County, both from
the Crowne of England ; neither of wJiich {althd / have by
the late Ttimiilts {not yet filled) been hindred from executing

the power thereiji to me committed) is yet legally vacated, or
fuperfeded : I cajt do no leffe tofiow my Loyalty to the Crozune

of England thaji to fignify 7uito yon, that ariy fich Meeting
can be loo/cd upon ?w otherzuife than as contrary to the peace

of our Soveraig?ie Lord & Lady, King William & Queen
Mary their Crozvne & Dignity : and therefore / nnif on
their Majefties behalfe zuarne you, that you prefume not to

affemble at Cambridge or any other place zvithin this County,

for a7iyfuch Mnlazvfcll purpofe aforefaid, but that you do at

all times bear good Faith & Allegiance to their facred
Majeflies, as yotc zvill anfzver the contrary at your perill.

Dated in Charlefozv7ie this 2ifi day of September in the

firjl yeare of the Reigne of our Sovereigne Lord and
Lady King William and Queen Mary, Annoq. Dom.
1689.

The
(108}
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The Anfvver of Thojuas Greaves Efq., to Mr. Broadjlrecte

& the Gentlemen met at the Town-houfe In Bojion con-

cerningf the aforefaid Writinsf.

Mr. Thomas Greaves being fitmmoned to make his appear-

ance at Bqfton, on the 24 of Septernb. 1689. ^^ ivhich time Mr.
Broadftreete prodneed crpaper which zvasJJiewcd Mr. Greaves^

demanding if he knew it, (who anfwered he did) it was pro-

pofed for a Reading, but Mr. Greaves made anfwer, They
need not give them.felves that Trouble, for he fully knew the

Contents and owned it to be his A61. But it was Read

;

after the Reading Mr. Broadftreete made a Speech to Mr.
Greaves, in fine faying, He would fay no more till Mr.
Greaves made Anfvver: which he had ready prepared in

Writing, as followeth Viz.

As to the paper delivered to Mr. James Rtiffell I judge I
did bzct my duty in it, and therefore cannot in confcience recede

f'-om it, & I fiall be ready to anfwer King William &
Queen Mary whenfoever they or any aztthorized from them
fiall call me to accotmt for the fame. I am fworne to the

Crown of England, & your felves have proclaimed King
William & Queen Mary to be the rightfull Soveraigns of the

Realines and I'erritories belonging thereunto ; Therefore I
cannot ozvn any Lazufull Authority in aiiy untill I be

legally informed that they have Commiffwn from their Sacred
Majefiies.

Thomas Greaves.

FINIS



^"^ Frothingham, in his Hiftory of Charleftown, pp. 228-235, ^cl<^s confiderable

to our knowledge of the circumftances under which Judge Greaves prefented the

Remonftrance. Lawrence Hammond had been one of the figners of the inftruc-

tions to the Deputies fummoned from the town by the " Council for the Safety of

the People and Confervation of the Peace," which met at Bofton on the 22d of

May, 1689. Yet he was oppofed to the refumption of the old Charter, and was

fupported by many of his friends. Occafions for a difplay of this oppofition to

the new government foon occurred, and notably the one mentioned in the text.

" The convention declared, July 4, 1689, that all courts of judicature as formerly

held within this Colony, fliould be holden at fuch times and places as were pro-

vided in a law in reference to them, until further fettlement. Afting under fuch

authority, James Ruffell appointed a Court at Cambridge on the firft Tuefday in

October." (Frothingham, 229.) To this, Thomas Greaves, the former judge

under Andros, filed a formal objeftion, and was fupported by Capt. Richard

Sprague, Capt. Lawrence Hammond, Dea. John Cutler, and John Cutler, jr.

" The above named citizens were complained of to the Council, for mifdemeanors

at a town meeting and for publifliing this feditious writing," and were tried Sep-

tember 24th. They were puniflied by confinement to their houfes and by removal

from office, Sj^rague being expelled from the Houfe of Reprefentatives.

It was not until the clofe of the year 1689, that Hammond and John Cutler,

Sen'r, fubmitted, and three months longer before John Cutler, jr., made his peace

with the government.
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NEW-ENGLAND VINDICATED*^
From the Unjuft Afperfions caft on the former Government

there, by fome late

CONSIDERATIONS
Pretending to flievv that the Charters in thofe Colonies were

Taken from them on Account of their Deftroying the

Manufaftures and Navigation of England.

E fliall pretermit what the Conjiderators have in

their Scandalous Libel related concerning other

Plantations, and only take notice of what con-

cerns New-England. And in the firft place they

affirm,

That hundreds of Ships have been Employed to tranfport

thence Tobacco, Sugars, Wooll, and other Materials for

Manufactures, into France, Holland; and to import thence

into

'^^ This Traft, probably one of Increafe

Mather's Three Vindications, is printed

from a tranfcript of a copy in the Britifli

Mufeum. It is evidently a reply to a

printed attack againft the colonifts,

though we have not yet been able to

trace this pamphlet. This publication

we infer from the clofmg paragraphs of

the prefent Tra6t, which i'peaks of " the

other pamphlet newly come forth "
; if

a copy of either can be obtained in

feafon, it will be printed in the prefent

colle6tion. Palfrey, iii. 515, quotes
this pamphlet as having the imprint

London, 1688. If Mather was the au-

thor, he muft have written it foon after

his arrival, as it was antecedent to the
overthrow of Andros.
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into New-England, Linnen, Woollen and all other Manu-
fadtures.

This at firfl View will appear a great Untruth to all that

know New-England ; for that Countrey can hardley expend
the Goods that are yearly Exported from hence thither, the

Number of the People confidered ; nor have they any other

way to vend fo great a quantity of Goods as fuch a Number
of Ships muft neceffarily Import: Nor have they Commodi-
ties to Export fit for thofe parts, nor could they (all things

confidered) purchafe Goods thence on fo eafie terms as they

may have them from Ejigland. And they have made a

Law againji Exporting of Wooll, not having a twentieth

part of what is neceffary for their own Ufe. The moft of

their Shipping is employed in tranfporting Lumber, Horfes

and Provifions to Jamaica, Barbados, and the Caribbee

Iflands, without which thofe Iflands cannot well fubfifl:

And many Veffels are built there upon Account of Mer-
chants in London, fent home, and by them often fold or

employed here :^^ And to prevent Illegal pra6lices, they made
in the Year 1663. a Law, That the AH: of Navigatio7i fliould

be ftri6tly obferved and their Governors have been carefull

to fee it Executed, and are yearly Sworn fo to doe, nor can

it be proved that the leaft Breach of it was ever allowed by
the Government, which is not to be blamed for the private

Tranfgreffions of fome few particular perfons.

As for what the Confiderators report, concerning the

Manner of Vacating the Charter of the Majffachufetts Colo-

ny, the Matter is by them fallacioufly reprefented. When a

Quo

*' The law here referred to will be here, to take bonds for the proper ful-

found in the Ma(Il\chufetts Records, fillment of the provifions of the A61 of

Vol. iv, part ii, p. 87, under date of Navigation, and provided for annual
21 Oflober, 1663. It appointed officers returns to be fent to the Governor, and
to have the charge of all veffels trading by him to be forwarded to London.

(114)



[s]

Quo Warranto was In the Year 1683 iffued out agalnft them,

with the Notification thereof: By the then Kings Order
were fent over one hundred Copies of the proceedings
againft the Charter o( London, and two hundred Copies of a

Declaration, to be difperfed among the People in New-
England, difcharging the Inhabitants from all Rates and
Contributions towards the Expence of the faid Suit, and
enjoyning thofe particular Perfons mentioned in the Quo
Warra7tto, to make their Defence at their own particular

Charge, without any help by a publick Stock.

Neverthelefs the Governor and Company Appointed an
Attorney to Anfvver to the Quo Warranto in the Court of

Kings Bench ; there it was let fall, and a new Suit Began by
Scire Facias in Court of Chancery, and judgment entred

againfl them for Default in not Appearing : Whereas, con-

fidering the Remotenefs of New-England from Wejiminjler,

it was impoffible for them to Appear in the time allowed,

and fo by a Surprize their Charter was taken from them.

As to what is obje6led about Coyning, many Goldfmiths
in London can teflifie that the Money coyned in New-Eng-
la7id is as good as that of England and not of a bafer Alloy
(as is fuggefled). It was formerly cuftomary for private Per-

fons in England to Coyn Farthings for their own Ufe, and
the Coyning in Majfachufetts Colony was little more than
that, and with Defign to prevent the great Injuries Merchants
and others fuftained by bafe Spanijh Money : And the Mint
was fet up in 1652, when there was no King in Efigland,

but the Government out of Courfe ; and when the ancient

Government of England was refettled, and the Kings mind
to the contrary fignified to them, they refolved to comply
therewith though many wayes difadvantageous to themfelves.

Was not the Value of Coyn altered in Penjilvania 1 Did
not
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not the Lord Baltimore in Maryla^id Coyn Money with his

own Image on one fide, and his Coat of Arms on the other?

Did not the Eaft-India Company ? But when they under-

ftood their Error, they petitioned the King for liberty of

Coynage, and pardon of what was pafl, and it was granted

them ? Why then fliould Nezv-E^igland be efteemed more
criminal than other Plantations ?

, The Confiderators go on, and complain, That in New-
England they have Impofed Taxes upon Shipping and the

Manufafltires of England conmig into thofe parts. There
hath been none Impofed on Shipping but Powder-Money^
and not half fo much as is done in the other Plantations,^**

nor any upon the Manufa6lures of E7igla7id particularly, but

only one penny upon Twenty fliillings Value of all Merchan-
dizes whatfoever, as on all other Eftates in the Countrey

;

and fmce Charters were taken from them, the fame and more
hath been levied by the prefent Governour, befides fix times

the Fees upon Shipping more than was paid formerly : All

which hath been done by him without any confent of the

People, or their Reprefentatives, which the former Govern-
ment never practifed.

Whereas it is malicioufly infinuated, That the Majfachu-

fets have Impofed an Oath of Fidelity to their Common-
wealth, we fhall only in Anfwer Infert the Copy of the Oath,

as it is in their printed Law-book.

The Oath.

Whereas I [A. BJ am an Inhabitant within this Jurifdic-

tion, confidering how I fland Obliged to the Kings Majefty,

his

*<> May 15, 1667, it was ordered that for every ton of burthen, towards the

all veffels of over twenty tons, trading fund for building fortifications. Maf-
here, fhould pay every voyage, one half fachufetts Records, Vol. iv, part ii, p.

a pound of powder, or the value of it, 331.
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his Heirs and Succeffors, by our Charter and the Govern-
ment Eftabliflied thereby : Do Swear accordingly by the

great and dreadful Name of the Ever-living God, that I will

bear Faith and true Allegiance to our Sovereign Lord the

King, his Heirs and Succeffors, and that I will be True and
Faithfull to this Government, and accordingly Yield Affif-

tance thereunto, with my Perfon and Eflate, as in Equity I

am bound.
And will alfo truly endeavour -to Maintain and Preferve

all the Liberties and Priviledges thereof. Submitting my felf

unto the wholfom Laws made and eftabliflied by the fame.

And farther, That I will not Plot or Pra6life any evil againft

it, or confent to any that fliall fo do ; but will timely difcover

and reveal the fame to Lawful Authority now here Eftab-

liflied, for the fpeedy preventing thereof. So help me God
in our Lord Jefus Chrift."

Nor know we that they have (as is afferted) Encroached
upon their Neighboring Colonies in a hoftile ma7iner, except
it be meant of their affifting with Voluntiers when King
Charles the Second fent to take Monhatas, now called New
York; or of their Concurrence in taking from the Firnch
S. Johns, Penobfcot, Port Royal, which were put into the

hands of thofe that were then in Power in England.

Nor have they (as is alledged) Aff^'onted the Commijfioners

of King Charles the Second, whofe Commiffion (as to the

legal part of it, not by them duly obferved) was in fome
particulars Illegal and Arbitrary, and Empowred them to

Hear and determine all Caufes (not by Law, but) according to

their fou7td Difcretion,^^ which could not be fubmitted to by
the

^' See this phrafe "according to their ed in 1665, by Charles II, publiflied in

good and found difcretions " in the In- Maffachufetts Records, Vol. iv, part ii,

ftru6lions to the Commiffioners appoint- p. 162.
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the Majfachufets, without giving up at once their Charter

and Priviledges.

Neither have they made Laws agahijl all Opinions in

Religion excepling t/iofe of the Congregational Churches, and
more efpecially againjl the Church of England. It muft be

acknowledged, that there have been fome fevere and unjufti-

fiable Laws^there, in matters of Opinion ^^ #****#**
long fince fenfible; Yet what is here affirmed, is untrue ; for

Prefbyterians have equal Encouragement with thofe of the

Congregational perfwafion : nor are there any Laws againfl

the Church ^England, as is falfly and malitioufly pretended.

Let them prove if they can, that any number of Men are

inclined to worfliip God, in the way of the Church of Eng-
land, were denyed by the Government in New-England
liberty fo to do. The Magiftrates there have often profeffed,

that they would not hinder any that were fo principled from
pracflifmg what they did moft approve of.

As for their Treating ill the Captains of the Ki^igs Ships

for defiring Per77iiffion to recruit themfelves with Men and
Victuals; 2ind 2iS io entertaining of Pirats : Thefe things are

like the former. If any Commanders of Ships have behaved
themfelves Infolently, and violated the Laws of God and the

Land, it became the Government to teftifie againfl them

;

but malice it felf cannot deny, that the People of New-Eng-
land have been extreamly Civil to Strangers, and efpecially

to fuch as the King hath put any mark of Honour upon ;

and they have fomecimes relieved, and that Gratis, the Kings
Ships diftreffed through want of Provifion. And if any
Pirats have been entertained, it hath been becaufe they were
not known to be fuch ; for they made a particular Law

againfl:

*' Here a line at the top of the page is miffing in the copy at the Britifh

Mufeum.
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againft Piracy, agreeable to the Law of England, on account

whereof fome have been there Executed.^^

The Conjiderators tell us that the People of New England
arefreefrom all Taxes, a7id CotitribtUe nothing to the Crown,
nor their oiun Prote^ion or Support : Whereas they are no
more free than other Plantations, for they pay Cuftoms in

the Plantations for the Goods they fetch thence into New
England ; and when thefe goods are brought into England,

they pay the fame a fecond time ; fo that they Contribute not

a little to the Crown.
Before the change of their Government, they never did

put the Crown to a penny Charge for their Protecftion or

Support : but fmce that, have been very chargeable, and lefs

beneficial to the Crown.
It is ftrange, that the Confiderators fhould have the Impu-

dence to publifli to the World, That the People of New-
England in General, are better fatisfied with the prefent

Government there, and do not^^
********* ^f >^^-^^

Charters. Whereas many unto whom the Genius and Temper
of the Inhabitants is well known, do with Confidence Averr,

that there not one in a thoufand of them, but defires that

their Charters may be reflored to them, which alfo would be

very grateful to the Merchants here, that have Concerns there.

As for what the Confiderators infinuate. As if the Reftoring

of the Charters of New Englajid would Expofe them to

dangers from the French, and make them independent on
the Crown of England ; The truth is much otherwife. If

they have their Charters reftored they are like with God's

Bleffings, and by his Majefties Royal Favour and Prote6lion,

to do well, but if not reflored, the difcouragement of the

People

*'A law againft piracy was paffed "Here again a line at the top of the

06lober 15th, 1673. Maff. Records, page is miffing.

Vol. iv, part ii, p. 563.
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People will be fo great and General, as that they will be in

danger of becoming a Prey to the French, and to be utterly

ruined.

They are by their Charters dependant on the Crown of

England, and as an acknowledgment thereof, are to pay the

fifth part of all Ore of Gold, and Silver there found, to the

King, and hold their title of Land, as of the Manner of Ea/l
Greenwich in Kent, and in Common Soccage, and they are

equally fubje6l to Acts of Parliament, with the other Planta-

tions, and can make no Laws repugnant to thofe of England,
and when any have been thought to be fo, they have repealed

them ; and all their Courts are held, and all Writs iffued out,

and all Offices even to that of a Conflable, are executed in

the Kings Name.

Thefe Men fay. That if in Ne'w-Engla7id they Jliall be at

liberty to exercife their tmlimited and Arbitrary Power, they

will draw thither the Inhabitants, and efpecictlly the Manu-
fafluring People of England who will find it more eafie to

live there, than in their Native Countrey which is an unfuffer-

able Refle6lion upon the Government of England As if

People could live more eafie under an unlimited and Arbi-

trary Power elfewhere, than under the regular Government
of England.

As to the matter of the Mines, many things which the

Co7t/iderators affirm, are not true ; for they fay feveral Perfons

did fubfcribe to carry on that affair, near loooool. when as it

was very little abo^^e half the fumm: Alfo that they have
laid out confiderable fumms of Money in Experiments, and
to obtain a Charter of Incorporation ; but we cannot find

that they have expended upon Experiments above lol.

They likewife fay, That the New-England Men pretend, that

when their Old Charter is reftored, the King hath no Immu-
nities
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nities to grant there ; which is a malicious and unjuft Afper-

fion on the New-England Men. And whereas they affert,

that if the Undertakers be encouraged, it may reafonably be

expeBed, that that Plantation ivo2ild more enrich this King-
dom, than all his Majefties be/ides. This is a ftrong Argu-
ment for the Reftoring their Charters for fundry Perfons of

Quality refufed to joyn in that Undertaking, becaufe the

Government of N'ezc-England was changed : Whereas their

Charters being Reflored, many of the prefent Subfcribers

will go on and encreafe their Subfcriptions, and many other

confiderable Perfons will joyn with them, the former Gov-
ernment of Neiv-England having taken care by their Laws
to encourage ^'^ themfelves very forward to Nominate a Gover-
nour for New-E^igland, under a Pretence of having Concerns
in that Countrey when in truth they have none.

At Laft the Conjiderators boldly affirm, That JJiould the

Charters for Plantations be Rejlored to the EJlate in which
they were, An7io 1660. then all the Grants made by Gover-

nours Ji7ice fuch Charters were feized would revert, and many
Eamilies be ruined thereby, as having laid out their Subjiance

in cleajHng fuch Trafls of Lajid.

If this be intended for New-England, it is very infignifi-

cant, for the Arbitrary Government, which thefe Men fo

much admire, hath not been there three years,^^ and no Tra6ts

of Land have been cleared fmce that Time. However, if

any have been enriched by invading other Men's Eflates,

and will be impoveriflied by the true Proprietors enjoying

their own again, mufl that be an obftru6lion to the Reftoring

of their Charters t with the lofs whereof the People have
been

^^ Here a line feems miffing, though ^'^ This date and phrafe point to 1688

we do not think it is by an error of our as the date of the Tradl. Andros was
tranfcriber. The fenfe would feem to firft appointed in June, 1686. Mather
be " having taken care by their Laws arrived in London in May, 1688 ; and
to encourage [all fuch. Yet thefe men may have infpired, if he did not corn-

are] themfelves very forward," &c. pole this Vindication.
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been told, they have loft all Title to Liberty and Property,

and accordingly the Proprieties of feveral have been feized.

Thefe Conjidcrators feem to be fome ill men, that are

defn'ous, by Mines, fuppofed to be in that Country, to raife

themfelves upon the Ruines of other Men s Eftates, though
in order thereto they inflave the Proteftant-people of New-
Engla7id among whom, there is not one known Papift,

excepting fome now in Government there.

All the Charters of New-England one only excepted, are

ftill in force ; there having been no judgment againft them,

nor Surrender of them made or Recorded ; and by their

Charters they have Power to choofe their own Governours,

and Magiftrates, as much as any Towns Corporate, or Cities

here in England, have Power to choofe their own Maior and
Aldermen. Befides, muft thofe Colonies in N'roj-England,

be the only ones excepted from Indemnity, and all other

Corporations fuppofed to have been without fault 1 And
muft they alone remain forrowful for the lofs of what is fo

valuable to them ? who at their own vaft Charges, and great

Hazards fubdued a Wildernefs, and with the lofs of many
hundreds of their Lives, have maintained and defended it,

to the enlargment of the King's Dominions ; hoping, as in

Reafon they might, that their Pofterity fliould enjoy the

benefit thereof? So that to deprive them of their Charters,

is to deal more hardly, than to do the like with any Bodies

Politick in Enzland^"^

As to the other Pamphlet newly come forth, called. Ait
Abjirafl of Lazvs in New-England, not agreeable zvith the

Laws

"It would feem that the Confidera- at page 135 et feq. That Reply ra-

tions were printed before the Vindica- capitulates all the accufations, and
tion ; yet while this reprint has been in would feem to be the original at which
the printer's hands, we have received a the Vindication was aimed, but for the

tranfcript of a Reply to the Vindica- fatl; that it is called a '' Reply." Poffibly

tion, which will be found in this volume the Confideration was circulated in

manufcript

;
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Laws of England : The firft Law they take notice of Is a

Fi6lion of their own, the reft were moft of them long fmce
repealed

;
yea, all that were inconvenient, or efteemed repug-

nant to the Laws oi England ; and the Conjiderators (whom
we muft needs fuppofe to be the Authors of the Abftra(51) if

ever they read the New-England Laws, could not be ignorant

that the Word Co7nmon-wealtli fo much complain'd of, was
repealed and obliterated, and the Word yiirifdi5lio7i inferted

inftead of it

As for the Remarks which they may make thereon, they

are nothing elfe but the Ebullitions of a fpiteful Spirit, and
fo notorioufly falfe, as that we think it not worth the while

to recite, much lefs to refute them,

manufcript ; but we deem it more prob- Repl}' which we print undoubtedly-

able that there was a firft edition, which fuperfeded the firft form in which the

was cancelled or which has difappeared, charges were brought againft New Eng-
after the new and improved verfion, land, and we need not regret our in-

embodying a Reply to this Tra6l, ability to reprint the " Conflderations."

was made public. At all events, the

FINIS.





ANSWER
OF THE

MASSACHUSETTS AGENTS
TO

Randolph's Account of the Irregular Trade
Since the Revolution in New-England.

[From the MSS. at the State-Houfe, Bolton.]





[From Maffachufetts Archives, Inter-Charter Papers, xxxvi. 97-100.]

ANSWER
To Mr. Randolph's Account of the Irregular

Trade fince the Revolution in New-England.

To the Right Honorable the Lords of their Majejlys nioji

Honorable Privy Council.

An Anfwer to Mr. Edward Randolph's Account of the

Irregular Trade carried on fince the late Revolution, by the

Inhabitants of New-England, &c., Humbly prefented by

the Agents of the Maffachufetts Colony.

May it pleafe your Lordfliips.

HE government of the Maffachufetts have from
time to time declared that they would flriftly

obferve the Ads of trade & Navigation : And
that none might pretend ignorance publiflied

the s"* A6ls and declared that they would affift

his Majefty Officers and encourage Informers in the profecu-

tion of the breaches there of: And have a6fed accordingly.

The Governor is annualy Sworne by a particular Oath to

the faithfull difcharge of his truft therein. The goverment
and Inhabitants in generall have no advantage by any Irre-

gular trade but the Offenders only : whom they have been
and
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and will aliwaics be ready and forward to find out and puniili

as the A6is dire6l. y\s to M5 Randolphs pretence that his

Commiffion was invalidated by a law made for that purpofe,

&c. the Law it felfe proves the contrary which is in thefe

words. And for the Incouragement of his Majeftys Officer

or Officers and all Informers : it is hereby Declared that s'^

Officer or Officers and Informers fliall from time to time be

aided and affifted by all marflials Conftables and other Offi-

cers by warrant from the Govern" Deputy=goverl' or any

magiftrate in the profecution of the Breaches of the s'^ ads
of trade and Navigation. It is very probable M"" Randolph

was difpleafed at this Law becaufe it was his deffre and

Intereff; that no Informer fliould be allowed befides himfelfc.

But the goverm! being deffrous that thofe A6f;s might be

duly and Impartially obferved did thereby Intend to Incour-

age others to Informe Judging that agreeable to the diredlion

of the s"^ A(5fs : & the fureft way to prevent the eluding of the

s"^ A6ts by Bribery & Corruption. It's true IVL Randolph

feized and profecuted feverall veffells and goods for Irregular

trading : but upon the tryall (as we underftood) his proofes

were fo very defective that the Jurys could not find for his

ma'.^ And it was gennerally underftood in the Colony that

he did it purpofely to bring an Odium upon the Goverment

:

the better to effed the defigne in which he was engadged of

deffroying their Charter and all the Rights & privileges

there of And divers Credible perfons in New England

have affirmed they knew M'' Randolph notorioufly guilty of

Bribery and Corruption. And that upon that account he

lett Severall Offenders goe unpunillied which we doe not

doubt but they will be ready to prove if competent time for

fuch purpofe be allowed by your Lordfliips.

And whereas he faith the cheife end of his Imprifonment

upon y' Late Revolution was to reffore a free trade to them
felves «Scc. And that his only Crime was his ftrid profecut-

ing
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ing the Offenders upon the breach of the Ads of trade

&c.

We humbly offer that M"" Randolph was the perfon Im-

ployed in the two laft Reigns to profecute Quo Warranto's

and deflroy the Charters in New England And in fetting up
an Arbitrary Goverm! there which he effecfted againft the

Maffachufetts Colony. And that the many falfe Informations

and mifreprefentations of that Goverm? exhibited by him
were great Occafions of thofe Violent profecutions againft

the Charter. The s"* M' Randolph alfo procured to himfelfe

the Office of Secretary and to be one of the Councill, which

Councille tooke upon them to make Laws and Levy mony
without an Affembly or any confent of their Majeftys fub-

je6ts : He was alfo very a6live in deftroying the propertys of

his Majeftys fubje6ls in New England. Begging their Lands

of S"" Edmond Andros in feverall places and endeavouring

to force the Inhabitants to become tennants to the Late

King James under fuch Quit Rents as S"" Edmond Andros
fliould pleafe to lay upon them after compelling them to

take new grants of their Lands pretending all to be the

Kings and making them pay unreafonable fummes of mony
for their pretented pattents. Thefe were the true Reafons

why he among others of that Goverment (of whom he was

one of the moft malicious and a6live) was Imprifoned : and

not his being concerned about profecuting the breaches of

the Acls of trade as he pretends : The Other Officers for

that affaire being continued in their places and charged

diligently to attend their duty by the prefent government

there.

The merch*' in New England are far from diminifliing the

Revenue of the Crowne for they fetch in their Tobacco from

Virginia and there pay to their Majefty one peny per pound
for all they take on board which is the full value of the

Loading there. And at Barbados and the other Iflands they

pay
Q (1^9)
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pay to their Majeftys the Duty upon Sugars &c before they

can bring them from thence. And thefe goods they cannot

fliip off but for England Wales or Berwick ; And here they

pay to their Majeftys the full duty as if nothing had been

payd before fo that their Circular trade brings in for Revenue
to the Crowne double to any other of their Majeftys plan-

tations. And if they carry their Tobacco to Holland they

pay three times as much as others their Majeftys Subjeds
do.

M'' Randolph is pleafed in his paper to take what liberty

he thinks fit in commending himfelfe and refle61ing upon the

prefent government of the Maffachufetts Colony. But we
hope no part of his Charge ihall be taken to be true further

than he can make it out by proofs. Becaufe tho' he begin

his paper with that Specious pretence of zeale for their

majeftys Intereft it all ends in his owne And in a defire to

be put into an Imployment.

As to M' Randolphs acco' of the feverall fhips and veffells

trading Irregularly in the ports of Bofton, Salem New: Lon-
don &c. in New England fmce the i8 of Aprill 1689 It

cannot be expe6led that we at this diftance from New Eng-
land can be provided Suddainly to give an acco* of the

partiqular Loadings of all thefe Veffells or indeed that fuch

were there. Here being but very few perfons of New Eng-
land now in towne by whom we might Informe our felves:^^

But from w* we have it is humbly offered.

That the Ketch whereof Jofeph Thaxter was mafter hav-

ing

59 As a mere memorandum of perfons Mather, Thomas Oakes, Jofeph Dud-
who were in London about the time of ley, Daniel Cox, Robert Wolley, Charles

this reply, we may cite a notification of Lidgett, John Uftier, Thomas Brinley,

Mr. Secretary Blathwayt, preferved in William Crouch, Edward Hutchinfon,

Mafs. Archives. It is a notice to the John Ellis, Epaphras Shrimpton, Jere-

foUowing perfons to come before the miah Johnibn, and any others concerned

Lords of Trade, &c., 29th May, 1690. in New England and New York.

Col. Stoughton, Elitha Cooke, Increafe
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ing loaden in Virginia or Mary=Land arrived at Bofton foon

after the Revolution declaring that they were bound for

England and put in there only to furnifli them felves with

neceffaries for their Voyage & accordingly Sailed from
thence with the Same Loading : fo that it is evident that

Virginia or Mary Land was the place where he ought to give

bond and not Bofton as M' Randolph would Inhnuate.

The Pinke whereof Will. Blake was mafler Loaded alfo

in Virginia or Maryland and was bound for England but

Springing a Leake at Sea came to Boflon to preferve them-
felves & Cargoe and refitt the fliip : But after they had been
fomtime there the fliip Sunke in the Dock. And if the

Tobacco was taken out we fuppofe it was to feperate the

damnified from the Sound. And the Goverment there de-

clared the fliip with her Cargoe ought to proceed her Voyage
for England And both Ship and Cargoe were there in aprill

Laft.

Shute carried Fifli but we know not of any tobacco, teft.

Sam" Turell.

The fliip Pellican was a banker brought in by a Dutch
privateer and bought at Salem to goe againfl the French at

Accada and fitted for that defigne under the command of

Capt Cyprian Southaike Commiffioned by the Lords of the

Admiralty : teft. Capt. Bant M^" Welftead & M"" Nicholfon.

As to the feverall veffells faid to come from Newfound
Land we know of no other goods they brought but fifli and
traine Oyle : And if fuch a quantity of Brandy was by them
Imported as M' Randolph would feem to Intimate Doubdefs
it would be defigned for merchandife : when as fom of us

certainly know that the Lafl winter we could not get a Cafe
of French Brandy in all Bofton for our mony : teft. George
Nicholfon Will. Welfted & Epaphras Shrimpton.
The Barke Elizabeth : Caleb Lamb mafter came from

Tarcera to Newhaven in Conne6ticott Colony and from thence
to Bofton : teft. Will. Welfted. . ,

Andrew
(131)
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Andrew Dolberry brought a Cleering from fome Port in

England which he lliewed to the Governor : as the Governor

declared to the Councill.

The Ketch Unity: we know nothing of, but if fliee came
from Penfilvania the goverment there were concerned to

take Bond and not that of Bofton.

The two fliips faid to come from Jerfey Cleared at Dart-

mouth and went with the New England Fleet under Convoy
from Plymouth : teft : Capt Bant and M' George Nicholfon.

The fhip of 150 tunns faid to goe dire6lly from Holland to

New=London in Connecticott Colony and thence to Barba-

dos we know nothing of but are Informed that no fuch fliip

was arrived at Barbados when the Laft fleet came thence,

tell. Sam" Turell.

The ketch George : Andrew Eliott mafler faid to come
from Newfound Land with wine oyle and Brandy Sailed

from Penfilvania not from Newfound Land to Bofton : tefl.

Sam" Turell, but her Loading we know not.

If Rob* Glanvill be gon to Virginia and Loads there And
goe from thence to Scotland we conceive that will not affe6l

the goverment in New England if they in Virginia fliould

negle6l their duty.

The feifure of the fliip Fortune of Courland we know not.

But the s"^ fliip the voyage before was allowed to Load at

Bofton by S' Edmond Andros. And after the Revolution

coming from Barbados againe to New England: M' Shrimp-

ton defired liberty to Load her as before, but the Goverment
would not allow it as being contrary to the A6i of Trade.

And therefore the flilp never came within Command but went

to the Bay of Campeach. And the fuppofed Tobacco was

provifions for her voyage thither, teft. Will. Welfteed : Epa-

phras Shrimpton.

The Ketch Mayflower Percival Miller mafter brought a

Clearing from Beawmorris which he fliewed to the gover' of

Bofton. jl^g
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The Pink Endeavour John Brakenburg mafter her Load-

ing we know not. Nor whence flie arrived at Bofton.

The Briganteen Mary : Thomas Carter, mafter faid to goe
from Holland dire6lly to Bofton : went from Holland to

Dover and there Cleared and from thence to Bofton : Neither
was John Borland in the faid veffell : teft. Capt. Bant : Mr
Nicholfon.

The Salem Ketch alfo Cleared in England and went with
the New England fleet from Plymouth : teft. Capt. Bant : &
George Nicholfon.

Will : Clutterbuck from the Canaries his fliip and Cargoe
of wine was under a feifure at Bofton in Aprill laft in order
to a tryall : teft : Will : Welfteed.

The Ketches faid to be upon the Coaft from the Canaries
if arrived are doubtlefs feifed as well as Clutterbuck.

M' Dolberry was at Bofton in Aprill laft. Not knowne to

be preparing for any voyag : therefore not likely to be now
at Glafgow. tefl;. Will. Welfteed.

John Lawfon mafter of the two brothers was feifed at

Bilboa as bringing thither Contraband goods from New
England : which was occafioned (as is faid) by M' Randolphs
Information but upon more driS: enquiry no fuch matter
appeared and the iliip and fecurity was difmiffed : teft. M""

Shrimpton M"^ Murritt : M"" John Ive, M"" Uftier.

The Ketch Jonathan went from Fyal to Holland teft.

Capt. Bant.

M'' Nelfons Briganteen was in Barbados february Laft

:

teft. Samj^ Turell and if ftie goe to Virginia the Officers

there, and not in New England will be concerned in her
voyage thence.

Nathan Stanbury we know not whither gone. Chriftopher
Clarke is gone to Holland to be mafter of a fliip bound to

Surinam and thence to Holland againe in the employment
of M' Greenwood of London a freeman of the Surinam Com-
pany: teft. Will. Harris. ^,
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The Pinke from the Straits we know nothing of, neither

is it Likely the Capt. of the Caftle fliould know w' is in the

fliip as flie paffes by.

Hides have been brought out of the Weft Indias to New
England and thence Shipped for England which we humbly
conceive is no breach of the a6l of trade.

We know nothing of M' Howards tobacco but if what is

afferted be true how can that and many other of M' Ran-

dolphs Charges affe6l the Goverment unlefs Complaint had

been made to them And afterwards they negled their duty.

By w* is above written if evident that many of M"" Ran-

dolphs articles in his acco* are fallacious and feverall of them
moll untrue which gives us caufe to thinke the reft are of

the fame nature.

all which is humbly fubmitted,

vera Copia. Henry Aflihurft.

Eliflia Cooke.

Increafe Mather.

Thomas Oakes.
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A Short

DISCOURSE"
SHEWING

The great Inconvenience of joyning the Plantation

CHARTERS with thofe of ENGLAND

in the GeneralAH of Rejlomtion, and the Neceffity of

having for them a Partieidar ACT.

Humbly Offered to the Parliament on the Occafion of that BILL.

Wherein is Contained,

A full ANSWER to a late Pamphlet Intituled,

NEW-ENGLAND Vindicated, &c.

By a true Lover of his Country, and a hearty Wiflier of the

Profperity of the faid PLANTA TIONS.

the Honourable
for refloring Charters to

HE Bill now dependm
Houfe of Commons
the flate they were in, in the year 1660, is, per-

haps, as neceffary a Law, as any amongfl the

many excellent ones the Parliament have paffed

this Seffions
;
yet, if it fliould include (as it appears by the

Votes it is defign'd to do) thofe charters of the foreign Plan-

tations (which were taken away on quite different Reafons
from

(pref;

^^ This tra6l is reprinted from a manufcript of a copy in the Britifh Mufeum,
, 9325 f ^ The original is a traft of four pages folio, without a fepa-

rate title page.
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Vide Sir Ferdi-
nando Gorges
Account of New-
England, p. 43.

from thefe in England, as will appear by and by, and highly

agreeable to the fenfe of former Parliaments) it might prove,

in a few years, as prejudicial to England, by ruining the

Trade, Navigation, and Staple Manufa6lures thereof, as the

breach of all the others could do. And this will appear to

any Rational Man, who will confider.

The great Powers granted to fome of thofe Foreign

Plantations, but more particularly, that of the Majfaclinfets

Colony in A^nerica (who affe6l to call themfelves by the

general Name of New-England though they are not above

a tenth of thofe Colonies which go under that denomination)

the Inconveniences of which, could not be fo well forefeen,

until they began to grow fomewhat numerous ; and then it

was fo obvious, that the Parliament in King Charles I. time,

prefented it as one of the greateffc grievances of the King-

dom, and Contrary to the Law and Privileges of the Subjects

;

the Parliament doubting, they would in a fliort time wholly

fhake off the Royal Jurifdiction. But the King having

granted it, thought it a diminution to his Prerogative to have

it queflion'd. And fo Diffolving the Parliament, and the

Wars breaking out, nothing was done in it until Charles II.

his Reftoration, when immediately he and his Council, began

to be fenfible of the great mifchief, thofe Plantations in

America, did to the Trade of England, and the Unlimited

Authority fome of them pretended to exercife, as well among
themfelves, as over their weaker Neighbours ; And vaft

numbers of complaints came daily over, as well of their [viz

the Majfachufets) Incroachments on their faid Neighbours,

wath Petitions for Redrefs, from the Colonies fo grieved ; as

alfo of their Abominable, Illegal way of Trade. As to the

Trade, the Parliament took it into confideration, and made
feveral Laws to Regulate it ; as the A61 of Navigation, in

'&

'

23d, and 25"" of the fame King. But the Government of

the
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the Maffachufets Colony, being in the hands of thofe who
were the principal Offenders, thofe A(5ts had no effe61; there,

though 'tis worth obferving, that they in the year 1663, made
a Law, That the faid A6i of Navigation fliould be obferved

there ; which plainly demonftrates, that they think the Laws
of England of no force there, unlefs confirmed by their

General Court, (as indeed appears by their firfl law, in their

Law Book, Printed in the year 1672. by Authority of their

faid General Court, viz That no Law Jhall be fitbmittcd to,

but what is made in their General Court) But this was only
a Colour, for it was never known either that any of their

Governours, whatever they may pretend who were Chofen
by their Charter, did take the Oath prefcribed in that A6t,

or that any man was ever puniflied by Vertue of it though
the Offences were as frequent as before. And when thefe,

and all other the Law of Trade were broken, as they were
daily, no Redrefs could be had, for the Perfons offending,

were thofe chiefly concerned in the Government. Thefe
innumerable complaints put the King to vaft expence, to

maintain Perfons in feveral places of Europe, as France,

Hamborough, Holland &e. to dete6l their Illegal Traders,

after by long Experience, having found it impra61:icable in

New-England, by reafon of the largenefs of the Country, and
the many Navigable Rivers there. But after fuch dete6lion,

no Redrefs could be had, or indeed expe6ted, from Perfons

who muff be Party, Judge, and Jury, and whofe Determina-
tions there are final, for they will allow of no Appeal to

England, as all other the Plantations do, and ought to fubmit

to, which makes them as abfolutely Independant on the

Crown of England, as are the fubjeds of any other Prince.

And this made them boldly employ two or three hundred
Sail of Ships yearly. Trading to and fro from the feveral

Plantations, and moft parts oi Europe, fupplying thofe feveral

places with fuch Commodities, as ought by Law, to be had
from
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from no place but England, or paying EngliJJi duties ; and
this without being under the Reftriclions of fuch Laws, as

put our Merchants to vaft Charges, either by cuftoms, or

otherwife, which inabled them to underfell our EngliJJi

Merchants ^o per cent, at leaft, to the unfpeakable prejudice

of the Kings Cufloms, and the decay of our Manufactures,

as well as an Infallible Bait to all our Manufadurers to

remove thither, where People trade with fuch advantage over

their fellow Subje6ls.

But why do I call them Subje6ls, when indeed they A61;

as a Free and Independant Commonwealth, as they in their

Law-book ftile themfelves, (though I am not ignorant that a

certain Perfon has lately, with as much confidence as falfity,

affirmed that word Commonwealth to be repealed) And this

is what the Parliament in K. Charles L time did fufpe6l, and
thereupon all Perfons were Prohibited going hither, without

firft taking the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy ; but

this was never obferved.

Now to fliow the unlimited Authority they pretend to, in

fome few of thofe many Inftances might be produced.

1. They took upon them to coyn Money in the Name of

%%^^' '''^' ^^' the Conmonwealth as they call it.

2. To make feveral Laws fufficiently repugnant to thofe of

England, efpecially in matters of religion, as well as making
many Offences Capital, which are not fo in E^igland (though

this was abfolutely againfh the very words of their Charters)

as may be feen, for the more eafe, in an abftradl of fome of

their Laws lately Printed, and prefented to the Members of

the Honourable Hoafe of Commons.
3. Their Arbitrary and Barbarous ufage of the Kings

Commanders of his Ships: To inftance particularly. Sir

John Weybourn, who they dragged about by the Hair of the

Head, and beat mod Inhumanly ; for which, neither he nor

the King could have any fatisfadion. And they fhew them-
felves

(140)
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felves excellent obfervers of the Laws of Navigation, when
they cannot diftinguifli the Kings Ships, and Legal Traders,

from Pirates, which is the weak pretence made ufe of, by he
who calls himfelf the New-Engla7id Vindicator, to palliate

this horrid ufage of the Kings Commanders, and excufe

their giving entertainment of a quite different nature to

Pirates.

4. They Arbitrarily, and with force, intruded on their

Neighbour Colonies, and on their Complaint to the King,

they refufed his Commiffioners fent to determine the differ-

ence occafioned thereby, as may be feen in M' Ogilbys

Hiftory oi America p. 164. & 165. where he fets forth,'""^ how
in

fit* This reference is to John Ogilby's
America, (folio, London, 1671). The
tranfaction meant, is the extenfion of

the authority of Maffachufetts over
Maine in 16S8, concerning which our
hiftorians all fpeak. Williamfon and
HutchinfoD both give interefting par-

ticulars, and cite as one authority Joce-
lyn's "Two Voyages," in which a brief

and fpiteful ftatement is made. As we
do not find this more amplified and dif-

torted ftatement of Ogilby quoted any-
where, we tranfcribe the pafiage.

" In the Year of our Lord 1665, his

Majefties Commiffioners for the Affairs

oi New-England^ being in the Province
of Afayne, the People being much un-

fettled in Point of Government, by
reafon the MaJfacJuifets Colony, or

Bojion Government, did ufurp compul-
fively a Power over them contrary to

their wills ; and the right of Sir Fefdi-
nando Gorges Heir, who had his Com-
miffion then in the place, did unani-
moufty Petition to his Majefties Com-
miffioners to fettle the Government

;

upon which the faid Commiffioners
examin'd the Bounds and Right of Mr.
Gorges Patent, with all the Allegations

(14

and Pretenfions on both fides, and fo

according to their Inftruftion from his

Majefty, did fettle a temporary Govern-
ment under his Majefty's immediate
Authority, until fuch time as his Ma-
jefty fliould give his final determination
thereof; and for that end did Inftitute

Judges of the Peace to Govern the
Province according to the true Laws of
England. Alfo his Majefty was pleaf 'd

by his Mandamus in April 16.66, to the

Governors of Bo/lon, to fignifie that it

was his will and pleafure. That the

Province of iMain fliould ftand good as

his Commiffioners had fettled it, until

he had more leifure to determine it

;

yet notv/lthftanding, after three years
quiet poffeffion, and exercifing of Gov-
ernment by the Kings Juftices, accor-

ding to their Commiffion granted by his

Majefty's Commiffioners, the Bojloners,

without any Conference with the faid

Juftices, did in a hoftile manner oppofe
the King's Power, yuly 1668, which
was as followeth

:

" The General Court of BoJlon fent

their Warrants to keep Court at Yoj-k

under their Authority, and for that pur-

pofe Commiffionated Magiftrates by
their
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in the years 1665. & 1668., they in a Warlike manner, with

Horfe and Foot, turned the Kings Juftices out of their Seats

at BoJio7i, who had been three years Impowered, and quietly

Executed their Truft, to keep matters in Peace, till the

difference between the Colonies was Adjuffed : Sat down in

their Places, Executed their own Commiffion from, the

General

their own Authority, namely Major
General John Leveret, Mr. Edward
Tmg, Captain Richard Walden and
Captain Robert Pike: Whereupon the

King's Juftices did oppofe their War-
rants, and fent Port to New York, with

an Addrefs to General Nicholas for

Advice what to do therein ; who forth-

with difpatch'd away to the Governors
oi Bojlon, informing them of the danger
of their Proceeding, it being an open
breach of Duty, to fubvert the Govern-
ment eftablilh'd by his Majefly's Power

;

alfo fent the King's Maiidamns, April

1666, that will'd to the contrary. Not-
withftanding, the Bojlon Magillrates in

July 1668, in order to their Bojtoii

Commiffion, came to York Town in the

faid Province, with feveral Armed Men,
Horfe and Foot, to keep Court under
their Authority ; Oppofition was made
by the King's Juftices and his Majefty's

Power was urg'd, but little regard
thereunto fhewn ; his Majefties Man-
damus was likewife much infifted upon
and produced by the Juftices, who afk'd

the Bojlotiers what they thought of it 'i

and how they durft aft fo contrary to

the King's Will and Pleafure ? Major
General Leveret told them. That he
believ'd it might be the King's Hand,
but he had a Commiffion from the gen-

eral Court at BoJlo7t, which he would
follow and obferve by the help of God.
The fame day in the afternoon the faid

Major General Leveret, with the reft of

the Bojlon Magiftrates, feiz'd and im-

prifon'd the Province Marfhal in doing

his Office, and then forthwith went in

warlike poflure to the Court-houfe,

where the King's Juftices fat in Judica-

ture, and putting them from their Seats,

fat down themfelves in their Places, and
Executed their Bojlon Commiffion.
The King's Juftices drew a Protejl

againft their Proceedings, and fo left

the Decifion to God's Providence and
his Majefty's good Pleafure. Then
they turn'd out all Officers, both Mili-

tary and Civil, and Swore others in

their Places under their Authority

;

they forc'd the whole Record of the

Province out of the Recorder's Houfe
contrary to his Will, by vertue of a
Special Warrant from that Court. They
imprifon'd the Mayor of the faid Pro-
vince about three weeks, forcing him to

give in five hundred Pound Bonds, not

to aft according to his Commiffion
;

which with fome Refervations he was
forc'd to deny for the fecurity of his

Eftate.
" Thefe riotous Proceedings thus

afted with fuch a precipitate fury, fo in-

cenf'dhis Majefty, that fpeedy care had
been taken to reduce them to reafon,

had they not upon mature confideration

bethought themfelves afterwards to

yield Obedience to his Majefties Or-
ders."

-We beg the reader to place befide

this tirade, the calm and dignified

report of the three Maflachufetts Com-
miffioners, printed in Hutchinfon's

Hiftory, Vol. i, pp. 262-7.

(142)
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General Court, Imprifon'd the Kings Provofl Marflial ; and
committed feveral other Notorious Affronts to the King, by

his Minifter, as is more at large in the Book itfelf. Thefe

Commiffioners of the Kings, who were fent to determine

the Differences between the Colonies, were Authorized to

do it by their Sound Difcretion, which the faid Vindicator

calls illegal and Arbitrary, and fuch as could not be fubmitted

to : Whereas they could poffibly be Determined no otherwife

than by their Difcretion, on View and Examination, for they

were matters of difference between diftindl Colonies, relating

to their feveral Bounds and Limits of their Jurifdidion,

which could not be determined by any other Law but that

of Reafon.

They have often faid fmce that Vote paffed, That if their

Charter was reftored, the King of England had nothing to

do there ; and that if he did fend any fuch thing as a Gover-

nor thither, he lliould not be obeyed : Nay, one of them,

who is a great Proprietor in a Colony there, and were there

occafion, fliould be named, did fay to a Perfon that is not

afliamed or afraid to declare it. That what Powerfoever the

King of England had formerly in Himfelf now had

;

And that no Governor fiouId be Obeyed there.

For thefe and feveral other notorious Abufes (not to be

prevented fo long as the Supream Governing Power is in

that People) it was that the King was forced to advife how
to reduce them to Obedience, and no way was thought fo

proper as to vacate their Charter, for their a6ling fo much
beyond the Powers therein granted, though they were fo

large as to be thought Grievances by Parliament as above,

and not on the Meafures thefe Charters of England were
taken away ; and therefore, as I humbly conceive, ought to

be further confidered, before they be reftored to that Power
which may foon give them opportunity of fetting up for

themfelves, as the Parliament formerly feared.

Thefe
(143)
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Thefe N'ew-England Gentlemen on thoughts of being

reftored, immediately caft off all Propofals with the Sub-
fcribers for working Copper Mines in their Country, in hopes
of getting it into their Power once again to profccute their

old way of Trade : And now I have mentioned the Copper
Mines, I doubt not but the Parliament will take into their

Confideration the great Advantage that Work may be to

England, fmce it is none of the Produ61; of England, and
will not only be a fufhcient Imployment and Staple Com-
modity for that Country, the want of which forces them to

feek thofe illegal ways formerly mentioned ; But if this be

well incouraged, and the Subfcribers fecured by having the

Government of it here, and not fubjecl to thofe in New-
England, may prove of unfpeakable return to this Kingdom,
(when as at prefent thofe Colonies ferve only to exhauft us

of our People, run away with our Trade, and put us to great

Expence to maintain them without bringing in any confider-

able profit) as is with higheft Probabilities believed by the

mod underflanding Men amongft the Subfcribers; who
notwithftandins^ the falfe SuCToreftions of the New-Eno^land
Vindicator have really fpent above ^500 in Experiments,
and foliciting a Charter; and who, were the Charter Sealed,

would in a very little time make up that Sum already Sub-
fcribed ^100 000. or more if there were occafion, as was
agreed amongft them when they fliut up their Books after

about 60 Thoufand, which was only Subfcribed as an Earned
to give them a Title to a6l as Members of that Society, with

refolution to make up the faid fum a ^100 000, when the

Charter w^as paffed : And fo horridly falfe was the faid

Vindicators Pretence, that feveral perfons of Quality refufed

to come into the Subfcription, becaufe the Government of

thefe Colonies were altered, that on the contrary every one
refufed to come in fo foon as they apprehended their Charter

was like to be reftored, and immediately on that Vote of the

Honourable
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Honourable Houfe of Commons, there was a general Meet-

ing of the Subfcribers, where the thoughts of their being

ftated in their former Powers, and their declaring that the

King now had nothing to grant them, had like to have

diffolved the Society, wdio at this time only defer that

Diffolution, in hopes the Parliament will take them into

Confideration, by providing for them in the A61, or leaving

room for the King to grant fuch Privileges as fliall be

thought requifite for fo great an Undertaking; refolving

otherwife, to have nothing to do with men fo wedded to

their own interell, at fuch a diftance, and not to be controuled

by any Power in England.
A further Reafon for not reftoring their Charters without

fome Limitations and Powers referved in the Government,
is the great Danger of all thofe Plantations falling into the

hands of the French ; for fliould their feveral Charters be

reftored by a General Acl, they would as formerly be divided

into 8 or lo feveral Independent Governments, fo far from
being able, or fo much as willing to unite againft a common
Enemy, That they never was or ever can be at Peace
amongft themfelves, perpetually Quarrelling with one an-

other about Bounds, Limits, and- Jurifdi6lions ; nay the

differences of Religion in the feveral Colonies raifes them to

fuch an inveteracy againft one another, that when one of the

Colonies was fighting againft the Indlmis, and wanted Pro-

vifion, and another Colony, being of a different Perfwafi.on

in Religion, out of pure Charity fent them fome, a Difpute

arofe amongft them whether they fliall Eat thereof becaufe

it came from an unfanctified People, but their Stomachs
produced a Difpenfation, and they after long debate fell on :

The Fable of the bundle of Arrows needs no application

here. But it is well enough known that it cannot be in the

power of the French to injure thefe Plantations, if feveral of

them were joyn'd under one entire Superintendancy, accord-

ing
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ing as may be moft conveniently difpofed, and this will put
them in a Capacity to refift a common Enemy, and deter-

mine on the place all Differences arifmg between the feveral

Jurifdi6lions, and on this account without any other, all

rational men muft and do think themfelves and their effedls

much fafer under the prefent fort of Government than formerly

(not to excufe the Governour if he has done any unjufl A61s,

for which he is anfwerable,) and that is more than the Charter-

Government will allow of, there being no Appeal from

them.
Befides let the New-England Vindicator pretend what he

will, if thefe Charters be reffored in general terms, it muft

neceffarily ruin many Families, who have laid out all their

Subftance in improving fuch lands as they were neceffitated

to accept of a Tide for, from the prefent Government, and
great Confufions muft arife in Difputes about Titles and
feveral other matters, which will all be prevented or deter-

mined by fuch a Superintendancy as is above mentioned, not

to prejudice any Man or Body-Corporate in their juft Proprie-

ties and reafonable and convenient Privileges.

O^^Laft of all it muft be remembred, that the reftoring

thefe Charters, without Limitation to the ftate they were in,

in the Year 1660, with all the Powers and Privileges they

then enjoyed, does not in effe6l repeal (as to what relates to

them) the Ad of Navigation, and all other Ads made fmce

the year 1660, to reftrain their Illegal Trade ; the Dangerous
Confequence of which may be feen in the Preambles of thofe

Ads.
On the whole iherefore, 'tis humbly Offered as the moft

Safe and Advantagious way for the Intereft oi England, that

the Charters of the Plantationmay be reftored by an Ad on

purpofe, and not by the General Ad with thefe in Engla^id,

they being quite of a different nature, and that there be in

their Ad, (i) Such Reftridions as fliall in your great Wif-

doms
(146)



[i3]

doms feem neceffary as to the Government, to keep It depen-
dant on England, and fubje6l to be called in queftion on any
Irregularities, by Appeal or otherwife to England. (2) Some
fort of Indempnity or elfe Power to punifli or forgive fuch

paft Mifdemeanours as fliall feem requifite. (3) With a

confirmation of fuch Titles as fliall appear to be reafonable

in your faid vvifdom : To which might be added, a vaft

number of weighty things, fitter for the confideration of a

Committee for that purpofe, than the thoughts of any private

perfon.

Thus the Plantations may, as at firft defigned, yearly

produce a prodigious Income to their mother England, not
without a proportionable return of Nourifliment from her,

which they muft not be fuffered to get into a capacity of
refufing.

FINIS.



NOTE.
®' The opening words of the foregoing Reply feem to afford us the neceffary

clue to the approximate date of the publication of this pamphlet. On the iSth

Odober, 1688, James iffued a proclamation for refioring to Corporations their

former charters, liberties, rights and franchifes. (Mather Papers, p. 713.) In the

"Remarkables of Dr. Increafe Mather," p. 1 12-13, it is faid that he prefented to

King James on the 2nd of July, 1688, a Memorial and Petition, which papers

were by Prince identified as thofe recently printed in the " Mather Papers,"

pp. 699-702. At that time Mather " could not now propofe the Reftoration of

the Condemned & Vacated Charters "
; but did propofe other meafures of reHef

for the colonics.

It feems therefore reafonable to prefume that after July, 1688, in the three

months during which the fear of the enterprife of the Prince of Orange com-
pelled James to adopt conciliatory meafures, Mather altered his opinion and
ftrove to have the Maffachufetts Charter included in the aft of reftoration. This

movement, made probably in common with the agents of the other colonies,

would have called out the " Confiderations " againft granting any of thefe char-

ters, and this would be the firfi: edition, to which we have referred in note 57.

This would make Mather's Vindication, and the fuppofed prior Remonilrance

of the Confiderators, both refer to an attempt made late in the year i6S3, to

procure a reftoration of the Charter from King James.
Mather in his accounts of his afts as agent, has faid little about this tranfac-

tion, for obvious reafons. He claims much praife, however, for his attempts to

obtain a reftoration of the Charter from King William, and fays that he had
nearly fucceeded with the Convention Parliament. " Mr. Mather made moft

Indefatigable Applications unto the Principal Men in that Convention Parlia-

ment, th'e Effeft of which was That in the Houfe of Co/nmons, the Charters of

New-England were expreffty put into the Cliarter-Bill : It was Voted, That the

taking of them away was a Grievance, and that they fliould be Rejtored. And a

great Intereft was alfo made in the Ho2tfe of Lords, that when the Bill fliould come
up to them for their Concurrence, New-England might be there alfo Favoured.

At the fame time [July 4, 1689) Mr. Mather was again Introduced by the Lord
Wharton unto the King at Hampton Court." (Remarkables, p. 122.)

We have now arrived at a certain date for the " Reply," as it expreffly refers

to the Charter Bill then pending before Parliament, and was therefore publiflied

after July, 1689, and before January loth, when the Bill was voted on in the

Houfe of Commons. This Corporation Bill was indeed a famous one: Macaulay
devotes feveral pages of the fifteenth chapter of his third volume, to a notice of

the conteft concerning it. It was made a teft queftion between the Whigs and
Tories, and the Tories '"ucceeded in ftriking out two important claufes when a

vote was reached on the loth of January, 1690. Although Macaulay neglefts

to ftate the fate of the main bill, Mather ftates that his feftion was loft by the

prorogation of Parliament '' while the Charter Bill was Depending." This was
the 27th January, 1690 ; and Parliament was diffolved a few days later.

It would feem then that in the autumn of 1689, while the Corporation Bill was
pending before Parliament, in the feffion which commenced Oftober 19th, the

author of the Confiderations took the opportunity to repeat his former argu-

ments, and thus to reply to the " Vindication "
; only confining himfelf in this

inftance to the queftion of the Maffachufetts Charter.
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PREFATORY NOTE.
" We have already mentioned in our Note on p. 2, of the prefent volume, that

Increafe Mather claimed to be the author of three Vindications of New England
;

and we tried to identify them as the tracls pubhfhed at pp. 19-78, 1 13-123, and
the following " Brief Relation." We affume this to be the third Vindication,

becaufe no other pamphlet with that title has been found after a careful fearch in

feveral libraries molt likely to contain it if exifting. This " Brief Relation,"

however, fulfills all the conditions, is evidently a part of the feries, and was iifued

under circumftances which lead us to attribute its publication and infpiration to

Increafe Mather.
It was licenfed July 30th, 1689, when, as we have fhown in Note 62, {ante p.

14S,) Mather was trying to have the Charter reflored"by afeftion in the Corpora-
tion Bill. It contains a letter from Abraham Kick, a friend and correfpondent

of Mather's, and it mentions matters, like the College and the Indian Conver-
fions, in which Mather had a peculiar interefi:.

It is a fignificant fact, that thefe items are additions made to the original draft

of the pamphlet, and for this reafon we feel confident that Mather was the adive
agent in preparing this plea for publication.

Among the fo-called Hutchinfon Papers, in the Library of the MalTachufetts

Hiftorical Society, is the firft draft of this Brief Relation, and it has been pub-
lilhed in Mail Hift. Soc. CoUedlions, 3rd Series, i, pp. 93-101. The firft eight

pages there correfpond almoft exaftly with this pamphlet, a few phrafes only

being altered. The Declaration is new in this, and then after another page,
Kick's letter is inferted here, and the reft of the pamphlet is new matter alfo. In
fhort, the additions double the fize of the firil; draft.

We do not know who wrote this firft draft ; it is certainly not in Mather's
hand-writing. It contains, however, numerous corrections and interlineations in

a different hand, and which make it correfpond with this pamphlet.
It follows then, as we have faid, that after a firft fketch was made, either here

or in England, fome one altered and greatly added to it in preparing it for the
prefs, and all in aid of Mather's favorite ideas. The inference is unavoidable,
that Mather was the real author of this Brief Relation, as it is here given.

We may add, that in the H. S. CoUeflions, the fpelling and typography are

modernized. The editors of the volume feem to have been unaware of the

identity of that Account with this pamphlet.
This " Relation " has been carefully reprinted in Force's Hiftorical Trafts,

volume fourth.
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New Enp:land.

HONOVRED SIR,
Have received yours, wherein you defire me
to give you a Brief Account of the paft and
prefent State of New England, which in as few
words as I can, and as ftraits of time will permit
me, I fliall endeavour your Satisfa61;ion in.

New England contains that Tra6l of Land which is be-

tween forty and forty five Degrees of Northern Latitude ; It

was for fome time known by the name of the Northern
Plantation; but King Charles the Firft (then Prince of

Wales) gave it the name of New England.
The firft fettlement of the Englifli there, was in the year

1620, viz. at New Plymouth.
New
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New England differs from other Foreign Plantations, in

refpe6l of the Grounds and Motives, inducing the Firft

Planters to remove into that American Defert ; other Plan-

tations were built upon Worldly Interefts, New England
upon that which is purely Religious ; for although they did,

and do agree (as is evident from their Printed Confeffion of

Faith) with all other Protejlant Reformed Churches ; and
more efpecially with England, in Matters of Do6lrin, and in

all Fundamental Points of Faith
;
yet as to the Liturgy,

Ceremonies, and Church Government by Bifliops, they were,

and are Noii-conformijls : It was grievous to them to think

of living in continual difference with their Proteftant Brethren

in England ; upon which account they refolved on a peace-

able SECESSION into a corner of the World ; and being

deHrous to be under the Prote6lion of England, about

twenty worthy Gentlemen obtained a Charter from King
Charles the Firft, bearing date from the year 1628, which
giveth them Right to the Soil, for they hold their Titles of

Lands, as of the Mannor of Eajl-Greenwich in Kent, and in

Common SOCAGE, which, notvvithftanding, they purchafed

their Lands of the Indians, who were the Native Proprie-

tors : By their mentioned Charter, they are Empower'd to

Ele6l yearly their own Governor, and Deputy-Governor,

and Magiflrates, as here in London, and in other Towns
Corporate, the Freemen, chufe their Lord Mayors, Mayors,

Aldermen, &c.
They have alfo Power to make fuch Laws, as fliall be mofl

proper and fuitable for the Plantation : Neverthelefs, as an

acknowledgment of their dependance on England, by their

Charters, they are obliged not to make any Laws, which
fliall be repugnant to the Laws in England.

Alfo, the fifth part of all Oar, of Gold or Silver, found in

that Territory, belongs to the Crown of England.

The Report of this Chartey, did encourage many very

(152)
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deferving perfons to Tranfplant themfelves, and their Fami-

lies, into N'ew England ; Gentlemen of Ancient and Wor-
lliipful Families, and Miniflers of the Gofpel, then of great

fame here in England, Tradefmen, Artificers, and Planters,

to the Number of about four thoufand did in twelve years

time go thither.

The hazards they run, and the difficulties which they

encountred with, in fubduing a Wildernefs, cannot be eafily

expreft in a large Tracft: But the Almighty God, by a

wonderful Providence, carried them through all.

In the year 1637, they were in imminent danger of being

cut off by the barbarous Heathen ; but when it came to a

War, mighty numbers of the Indians were flain, by a few of

the Englifli, which caufed a terror of God to fall upon the

Heathen round about; fo that after the Pequod Indians were

fubdued, there was peace in the Land for forty eight years

towther; and beino; fetled under a o;ood and eafie Govern-
ment, the Plantation increafed, and profpered wonderfully

;

yea, fo as cannot be parallelled in any Hiftory: never was
place brought to fuch a Confidcrablenefs in fo fliort a time

;

that which was, not long fmce, a howling Wildernefs, in a

few years time, became a pleafant Land, wherein was abun-

dance of all things meet for Soul and Body, which can be

imputed to nothing elfe, but to their Religion, the Gofpel

bringing a fulnefs of Bleffings along with it: Some have
obferved, that fmce the year 1640, more Perfons have
removed out of New England, than have gone thither.

Neverthelefs, the four thoufand, who did, between that and
the year 1620, tranfplant themfelves into Nezv England, are

fo marveloufly increafed, as that, if the Computation fail

not, they are now become more than Two hundred thoufand
Souls.

There are Towns and Villages, on the Sea-Coafts, from
Long //land to Bojlon, which is Three hundred Englifli

Miles,
X (153)



[6]

Miles, and the like from Bojlon to Pcmmaqnid, which Is Two
hundred Miles more.

In the year 1662, Cojie^icot Colon}^ as alfo Road I/land,

with the Plantations thereunto belonging, had Charters

granted to them by King Charles i\\Q Second, being much of

the fame Tenor with the Patent of the Majffachufds, whereby
thefe Colonies were made dlftln6l Government

In the year 1675, the Indians began a fecond War with

the Engllili ; the Iffue of which was, that whole Nations of

them were deftroy'd.

Never did men fliew greater Courage and Bravery In

their Encounters with the Barbarous Heathen, than they

did. Although It mufl be acknowledged that the Indians

advantages were fuch, as they could not have been overcome,

if God had not fought agalnft them, by fending the Evil

Arrows of Famine, and Mortal Difeafes among them. I

have often thought of an Expreffion of an Indian there

:

We could eajily be too hard for the EnglifJi^ but (fald he,

ftrlking on his Breaft) The EngliJJimens God makes 21s afraid

here.

As long as they enjoyed their firft Government, no Ene-
mies could ftand before them ; but fmce that they have not

been able to fubdue an hundred Indians, who did the laft

year commit fome outrages among them, having been (as I

am credibly informed) defignedly provoked thereunto by
fome Injuries done unto them by thofe then In Power, who
intended the Rulne of the Englifli, and Advancement of the

French Interefl In that Territory.

As for your Enquiry, By zuhat means they came to be

deprived of their Charters, Rights and Liberties ; pleafe. to

underftand, that In the year 1683, a Quo Warranto was
iffued out agalnft them, and with the Notification thereof by
the then King's Order there was a Declaration publiflied,

enjoyning thofe few particular Perfons mentioned In the

Quo
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Quo Warranto, to make their defence at their own perticular

Charge, without any help by a pubhck Stock : By this it was
eafie to fee that fome Perfons were refolv'd to have the Char-

ters condemned, qtw J2ire qitaque injuria : Neverthelefs, the

Governor and Company appointed an Attorney to appear,

and anfwer to the Qno Warranto, in the Court of King's

Bench.
The Profecutors not being able to make any thing of it

there, a new Suit was Commenced by a Scire facias, in the

High Court of Chancery.

But tho they had not fufficient time given them to make
their Defence, yet Judgment was entred againft them for

Default in not appearing; when it was impoffible, confidering

the remote diftance of Neiv England from Wcjiniinjler-hall,

that they fliould appear in the time allowed.

Thus illegally was the Charter of the Majfaclmfcts Colony
wrefted from them : as for the Colonies of Plymotith, Co7iec-

ticot, and Road IJland, there was never any Judgment againft

them, nor any Surrender ; but by a mere Rape, in the year

1686, their Charters and Priviledges were violently taken

from them.

Since that time the Country hath mightily declined, and
gone to ruin daily, not being now like the place it was Five

Years ago, which is not much to be wondred at, confidering

the Intolerable Oppreffions they have been Labouring under,

fmce the Charters were Raviflied from them.

In the Year 1686, Sir Edniond Andros, was fent by the

late King James to New England ; with a Commiffion abfo-

lutely dell:ru6tive to the fundamentals of the Englijli Gov-
ernment, Impowering him with Four more (none of them
chofen by the People) to Levy Money, and make Laws, nay,

and in cafe of War in the Plantations to fend as many of

the Inhabitants as he would, two Thoufand Miles out of the

Country : This Commiffion being Illegal and fo in it felf

void,
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void, the People not being able to Continue longer under

thofe Oppreffions, did this laft Spring affert their Englifli

Liberties, Rights and Priviledges, and Unanimoufly Declare

for the Prince of Orange, and the Parliament of England.

And it is greatly to be obferved, that as long as New Eng-
land enjoyed their Charters for more than Fifty Years

together, they never put the Crown of England to a Penny
Charge ; which is more than can be faid of any other

Foreign Plantations dependant on England.

But fmce they have been under a Government not by

Charters, but by Cornmiffion, the Country hath been Charge-

able, and lefs Beneficial to the Kings Revenue than in former-

times.

It hath indeed been objeded, that in New England they

did many years a go Tranfgrefs the AB of Navigation. But

the Tranfgreffion of fome few particular Perfons ought not

to be charged as the fault of the Government there, who did

in the Year 1663, make a Law that the A6t of Navigation

fliould be Stridly obferved, and their Governours are Sworn
to fee that Law Executed, and have to the uttermoft of their

power been careful therein.

Many other Things have been fuggefted againft New
England, the moft of which have no footfteps of Truth in

them, but being the Malicious Inventions of the Tobijahs

and Sanballats of the Age, are not worth mentioning.

Not but the People there being but Men, have had their

failings as well as other Men in all places of the World.

The only thing (fo far as I can learn) which can with any

Colour of Truth be juflly refleded on them as a great fault,

is that in fome matters relating to Confcience and difference

of opinion, they have been more rigid and fevere than the

Primitive Chriftians or the Gofpel doth allow of.

Yet this is to be faid in their behalf, that things are

reported worfe than indeed they were, and that now many
Leading
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Leading Men, and the generality of the People are of a more
moderate Temper.

I know many that have a great Intereft there, do abhor

the Spirit of Perfecution as much as any Men in the World.

It is certainly for the Intereft of England, that New Eng-

land be incouraged ; and preferved in all their Rights, Privi-

ledges and Properties, and thofe ill Men who have given or

fliall give contrary advice (notwithftanding all their vain

pretences to the contrary) have and will prejudice the

Intereft of the Crown more than they are, or ever were, or

can be able to make amends for : which I evince by the

Arguments following.

I. The Kings Revenue, all things confidered, is as much
or more augmented by New England, than by any other of

the Foreign Plantations. This will feem to fome a ftrange

Affertion : But confider what I fay, and then judge if it be

not true.

The other American Planlations cannot well fubfift without

New England ; which is by a Thoufand Leagues nearer to

them than either England ox Ireland; fo that they are fup-

plied with Provifions, Beef, Pork, Meal, Fifti, &c. And alfo

with the Lumber Trade, Deal Boards, Pipe-Staves, &c.

chiefly from New England.
Alfo the Caribbee IJlands have theire Horfes from thence.

It is then in a greater part by means of New England that

the other Plantations are made profperous and beneficial

;

they pay Cuftoms in the Plantations for the Goods they

Export from thence into New England, and when thofe

Goods are brought into England, they pay the fame again

the Second time, by which means not a little is contributed

to the Crown.
Some Manufadures there are amongft them, but not a

Twentieth part of what the Country hath need of, or is

confumed
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confumed there, moft of their Cloathing as to Woollen and
Linnen, all forts of Upholftery Wares, Haberdafliers and
Silk Wares, Stuffs, Silks, &c. they have from England ; and
make returns in Plate, Pieces of Eight, Beaver, Moofe and
Deer Skins, Oyl, and Iron, all which, but the Bullion, the

Country affords.

Alfo by Sugars and Tobacco, Indico, and indeed all the

Produ6l of the other Plantations, which with their own
Veffels they fetch and tranfport to England.

II. I know not whether in the World there be a better

place for lliipping, nor can I fay how many, (but many hun-

dreds there are) hundreds of Veffels of their own building

do belong to the Country, (befides great Numbers built and
fold into England) for they yearly build many good Ships,

fome of which for London, and other places in England.

The Country abounds with Pine-Trees, Excellent Cedars,

and Oak for building of Ships, and Ship-Mafts in abundance

;

by thofe that are proper Judges, the beft in the World, and
fome yearly from thence for the Ufe of the King's Ships.

And it hath been affirmed by knowing Men in Navigation

and Building, that whenever the King of England pleafes,

he may in New England on fuch eafie Rates as is fcarce

imaginable, build Navies of Ships : There being no better

Timber in the World, and in fuch quantities as are inex-

hauftible, and in fuch convenient Places, as if God and
Nature had adapted thefe vaft Timbers for the faid ufe

;

which is worth confideration, for that Timber is generally

wanting in England, and in Ireland ; what is, is too far from

Waters and Places ft for Carriage, and the Eaft-Land Oak
is fpungy and unfit.

III. The Englifli born in New England, have the true

inherent Spirit of the Old, apt and fit for Martial Employs
;

and as an addition to their Natural Courage and Sobriety,

are well inftrucSted in Martial Difcipline.

All
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All the Inhabitants from fixteen to fixty Years in each

Town, are by the Law and conftant Cuftom of the Country
to bear Arms, if occafion fliall require, and that they may be
fit fo to do.

They have in each Town and Village their Training-days,

eight Times every Year, wherein they are exercifed in

Military Difcipline, that fo they may be expert in War, on
all occafions, for their own Defence, and Service of their

Prince ; who will find whenever he fiiall pleafe for to com-
mand, and commiffionate them, that they are able (by the

bleffing of God) to fecure and enlarge his Dominions, and
to bring their French Neighbours into an intire SubjecSlion

to the Crown of Ens'land.

And from this Confideration it was, that the French Min-
ifiers, (who all the World knows had a mighty Afcendent
over White-Hall, in the Two Late Kings Reigns) ceafed not
in their Negotiations, until amongft other Articles agreed
on ; One was, that in Cafe of a War betwixt England and
France, there fiiall be a Neutrality in the Plantations : They
wifely forefeeing, that if the King of England, fliould arm
and commiffion his Subje6i:s in Nezv England, the French-
men in thofe parts could not ftand before them.

In the Time of the Late Prote6lor Croniwel, they did by
order from England, take feveral Forts from the French,
which by King Charles the Second were reftored to them
again ; no ways to the Honour or Intereft of the Englifli

Nation.

And it's hoped. His Majefty and the High Court of Par-

liament, will put that value upon New England, as fo vafl a
Tradt of Land and Body of People deferve from a Govern-
ment on which they depend, and are fo great and ufeful a
Member, as they have manifefted themfelves to be : and that

in fo Eminent a manner as calls for Prote6fion, Encourage-
ment, and Reftauration to all their Rights, Priviledges and

Proprieties,
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Proprieties, and what Additions more, as in His Majefty

great Wifdom, fliall be thought fit for his Service, the Prot-

eftant ReHgion and the good of that People ; who on the

1 8///. of April, 1689, Unanimoufly rofe in Arms, and after

having feized upon their Illegal Governour, and the reft of

their Oppreffors ; declared for the Prince of Ora7tge, and the

Parliament of Enc^land, the Proteftant Relis^ion and their

Ancient Conftitution, and to this day do keep the Country
for our Prefent Sovereigns, King William and Queen Mary,
againft King Lewis, and the Abdicated King James, waiting

His Majefties Commands, &c.

Which^* Declaration is in the words following:

WE do therefore feize up07i the Perfons of thofe fezv

111 Men, which have been {next unto onr fns) the

Grand Authors of our Mifcries, rcfolvcd to fecure them,

for what Jifiice, Orders from his Highncfs, luith the

Engli/Ji Parliament fliall dire^, left, ere we are aware,
we find {zvhat we may fear, being on all fides in danger)
our fclves to be by thefn given aivay to a Foreigji Power,
before fuch Orders can reach unto lis, for which Orders
we 710W humbly ivait ; in the mean time firmly believing,

that we have endeavoured 7iothing but luhat meer Duty to

God and our Country calls for at our hands : JVe cojnmit

our Enterprize to the Bleffing of him, who hears the Cry of
the oppreifed, and advife all our Neighbours for whom zve

have thus ve7itured our fclves, to joy7i ivith us i7i Prayers, and
all jufi Aflio7ts for the Defcfice of the La7td.

The twelfth Article of Nezu E7tgland is the Key of the

New World A7nerica ; if the French Kinor had srot it into

his

^^ Here commence the important va- paragraph greatly amplified from the
riations from the firft draft. Tlie Uecla- original form,
ration is inferted, and the preceding
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his Poffeffion, he might foon have made himfelf Mafter of

America, and this in all Probability would have been done

this Summer, if the New Englandcrs in and about Bojloii,

penetrating into the Defigns carrying on, had not rifcn as

one Man, and feized Sir E. A. (who is as of a French

Extra6l, fo in the French Interefts ;

^^ being fent to Neiv Eng-
land hy the Late King James, with an Illegal and Arbitrary

Commiffion) and thofe ill Men who joyned with him in his

Tyranny.
All men do acknowledge, that thofe brave Souls whom

God hath fo wonderfully affifted, and fpirited to preferve

London-Dcrry, (and perhaps thereby to fave all Ireland) by
fecuring it, and declaring for King William and Queen
Mary, deferve great Favour and Protecflion from the Gov-
ernment.
And the fame mufl be acknowledged due unto the People

of New England, and more efpecially, when it is confidered

of what value and Confequence to England, New England
is, and that they fo early as it were, refcued the Country out

of the hands of the French, even before they knew the Prince

of Orange was King of England, and that at a Time when
they knew no more, than that His Highnefs was landed in

Engla7id, with a defign to endeavour the delivering the

Kingdom, and the Churches of God from Popery, Slavery

and Arbitrary Power, which as they lookt upon as an

Heroick and Glorious Undertaking ; fo they alfo accounted

it their Duty to embark themfelves in the fame Caufe

;

though they knew not what the Iffue of fo mighty a Work
would be ; which hath caufed fome Perfons of no Mean
Figure to fay,

Thefe People deferve His Majejlies and the Nations Refpe6l,

Coicntenafice, and Speedy Rejlitutiojt of all their Rights, and
to

^^ We have already (p. 34, note 1 7,) mentioned the abfurdity of this charge

againft Andros.
U

.
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to be enabled by His I\IajcJlics ConiniiOions to profecnte the

War againjl France in America, zv/ue/i they ai^e capable to do

without any CGnJiderable Charge to the Gcvernment.
And indv^ed Nezu England, hath upon the beft Accounts

which can be mentioned, out-done all America.
For there they have ereded an Univerjity, which began in

the year 1642, wherein things are managed, pro jnore acade-

miarum in Anglia : Several Perfons of more than ordinary

Learning; yea, and many fcores of able Minifters, of the

Gofpel, have there had their Education.

Thereby the Statutes of the Colledge, none is to be admit-
ted, before he can write Latin in a pure Style, and tranflate

any ordinary Greek Author.
It is cuflomary with them, every Morning in the Colledge-

Hall, to read a Chapter out of the Hebrew Bible, and at

Night a Chapter out of the Greek Original.

The Tutors there inflru6l their Pupils in Logic, Natural
and Moral Philofophy, Metaphyficks, Geography, AJlronomy,
Arithmetick, Geometry, &c. and the Learned Men there have
a correfponding communication with other Learned Men in

divers parts of the World, where the Reformed Religion is

profeffed, and by them highly reverenced for their Learning
and Sobriety ; an Inflance of which appears by the following

Letter, written by the Eminent Mr. Kich,^^ to the Queen's
Majefty that now is, in February laft, by way of Supplication

for New England.

To
®^We have in vain forglit to learn Increafe Mather, (reprinted in the Ma-

more of this Abraham Kick, who writes ther Papers, p. 104-7,) that the Earl of
with fuch confidence to the Queen of Shaftesbury, after his overthrow and
England. In the Mather Papers (Mafi". flight, died at Kick's houfe. In 1683,
Hift. Soc. Coll. 4th S. viii, 596-9) are he mentions that his fon John Kick was
two letters from him to Increafe Mather, coming to Boilon. In the inventory of
He was evidently a merchant of Am- the eltate of James Browne of Salem,
fterdam, and high in the contidence of (Effex Records, i. 47,) Abraham Kick
the Englifli diflenters. It is ftated in appears as debtor for 880 guilders,

the famous forged letter attributed to
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To Her
Oran ere,

Royal
&c.

Highnefs, Princefs of

May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs,

\HE great and good God, who hath foretold us in the

Scriptuj-es, that a great and wonderfiit Delweranee
/halt be wrought for his Church in tlie latter days,

when the Mountain of Zion lliall be exaUed in the

top of the Mountains, feemetli to have defgned to make life

of His Highnefs the Prince of Orange, and Your Royal
Highnefs, as Infrunicnts in that glorious Deliverance : Hav-
ing already done fuch umi'vellous things in England <5y ///j

Highnefs, in order to that great Work ; ififomuch, that the

Eyes of all the Proteflant Churches, and People of God, are

this day towards His Highnefs, and Y^our Royal Highnefs, as

Injlruments iti God's Hand for tlie fiLrther carrying on of
the Deliverance of his Chuj^ch, from the crttel Sufferings and
Opprefjlbns it is under in mofi parts of World. For zuliich

reafon I have taken the boldnefs to become Yoitr Royal High-

neffes humble Re7nembrancer, on the behalf of tJie People, and
Church of God in New England : Who about Severity years

fince forfook their own Native Country, ajid went into that

howling wildernefs, that they miglit eiijoy t/ie Liberty of their

Confcicnces in the Worfiip of God. I hey are a People indeed

not much taken notice of, yet a People by and for whom God
hath do7ie great things, and by whofe afhftance the Englifli

Colonies and Plantations iii America, and the Weft- India

Iflands may be much profiled ; and in uifc of War with

France,
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France, many of the French Colonies, in thofe parts, may be

rediiced to the Odediejice and Intei^cji of the EnglifJi Nation.
They have ereftcd a Univcrfity amongfl them, that hath pro-

duced very maiiy able Divines, zvho have been very Infii^iimental

in the Convejfion of majty, of the Indians, to the Chrifiian

Faith, having for the furtherance of that good Work, Tranf-
lated the Bible into the Indian Tongzie.

Their Confeffion of Faith and Church Difcipline, I have

made bold to prefe^it to Your Royal Highnefs, that you may
fee they are Orthodox. This People had a Patent granted
them by Kifig James, to choofe their own Governors, a7id to

m.ake their own Laws, {not repugnant to the Laws of England)
which Patent was Ratified to them by King Charles the Firfl

a?id Second, and fo conti7iued until the late ill Mode of Quo
Warranto'^ came tip, and that they had one fent to them about

their Patent. For the defending of which, they food a Tryal
at Weftminfler-hall, and caft the King ; but the Ki^ig caufed
it to be brought to a Revieiv, and by Stratagejns ufed then in

fuch like Cafes, forced a fudg7nent againft the faid Patent

;

a?id thereupoji took away all their Priviledges, and Impofed a
Governor, and new Laivs tipon them, which they exceedingly

much groan mider. And although I am fatisfied, that fo
foon as they fiiall come to hear of the great and wonderful
things that God hath done i7i England by His Higlmefs, for
the Reftoring of Charters and Priviledges, they zvill then

Addrefs themfelves to Yoiir Highneffes,feeki7ig the Reftoration

of theirs ; yet in regard they are fo mafzy thoufa7id Miles

difia7it, it will be long ere it come to their knowledge.

Therefore I have adve7itured 07i their behalf {having had a
Correfpo7ide7icy with thefaid People 77iany years, a7id knowi7ig

how 77iuch they will fuffer, if their new Gover7ior be not

fpeedily removed) to give Your Royal Highnefs the t7'ouble of
thefe Li7ies, p7'ayi7ig to God that He will pleafe to 7nove your
Heart to take the Fi7fl opportimity to help them to the Refio7'a-

tion
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tio7i of their Ancie7tt Patent, Priviledges and Liberties: That

they and all the Churches of God may have reafon to own His
Highnefs, and your Royal HigJinefs, as Healers of their

Breaches, and Reflore^^s of Paths to dwell in : And to rejoyce

in the Goodnefs of God in fulfilling that Prornife, of making
Kings to be Nurfing Fathers, and Queens to be Nurfmg
Mothers to his Church. I humbly begyour Royal Highneffes

Pai^don for the trouble of thefe Lines, and take leave to

fubfcribe my felf

GREA T MADAM,
Your Royal Highneffes

Mod Obedient and

Moft humble Servant

"bfuLt.^^l^^ ABRAHAM KICK.

Nay, I will be bold to fay, that N'eiv England hath out-

done the whole World ; for among the Indians, who a while

fince were mere Heathens, there are not only many Congre-

gations of them, who are converted to the Chriftian Faith,

and the Proteftant (which is the only True) Religion : But

no lefs than Four and twenty of thofe Heathens, are now
not only Chriftians, but Preachers of the Gofpel of Jefus

Chrift. And I challenge the whole World to produce me
the like Inftance, as more fully appears by the following

Relation, abftraded out of a Letter*^' written about two years

fmce

«^We infert the title of this traft as Boflonienfio V. D. M. nee non Collegij

follows, from a copy in the Library of Harvardini quod efc Cantabrigiae Nov-
the Maflachufets Hiftorical Suciety. Anglorum, Reftore. Londini, Typis
" De SuccelTu Evangelij Apud Indos \w J. G. 1688." Pp. 6. This traCl is written

Nova-Anglia EpiRola. Ad CI. Virum D. in Latin, but we have here a tranflation

Johannem Leufdenum, Linguae Sands by Mather, of all but the introdu6lory

in Uitrajedtina Academia Profefforuni, fentence.

Scripta. A Crefcentio Mathero Apud
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fmce from Bofton, by the Reverend Mr, Mathci^, Prefident of

the College there, at the requeft, and unto the famous Dr.

John Leu/den, Hebrew ProfelTor in the Univerfity of Utricht,

and fmce tranflated into divers Lano-uao^es in New Eiio^Iand.

The whole Bible hath been tranflated into the Indian Lan-
guage, and there alfo printed :

*^^

It's above forty five years fmce, that truly pious and godly
Man, Mr. Jokn Elliot, Minifler of the Church at Rockjbor-

(9?/^/^ '^^ (a Mile from j5(9/?(97z) being warm'd with a Compaf-
fionate and Holy Zeal for the Converfion of the Ainci'icans,

fet himfelf to learn the Indian Tongue, that he might the

more eafily, and fuccefsfully open to them the Myfteries of

the Gofpel ; on account of which he hath been (not unde-

fervedly) called the Apojlle of the Americaii Indians. This
Reverend Perfon was he that, with indefatiorable Labour and
Study, tranflated the whole Bible into the Indian Tongue,
and alfo feveral Englifli Treatifes of Pra(5fical Divinity and
Catechifms.

About Twenty eight years fmce he gathered a Church of

Converted Indians, in a Town called N'atick. Thefe poor
Indians were brought to fuch a fenfe of God and Religion,

that they confeffed their Sins with Tears, and profeffed their

Faith in Chrift ; and afterwards they and their Children

were Baptized, and they were Solemnly joyned together in a

Church Covenant : and Mr. Elliot was the firft that Admin-
iftred the Lords Supper to them. The Minifter of that

Church is now an Indian named Daniel.

Befides this Church at Natick, among our Inhabitants in

the Maffachufets Colony, there are Four Indian Affemblies

;

where the Name of the True God, and Jefus Chrift, is

folemnly called upon. And thefe Four Affemblies have
American

*'* We alter the arrangement of the text at this point, fo as to indicate the

commencement of this tranllation.

^ Ecclejlce Ripcujls in the original.
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American Preachers : Mr. Elliot formerly Preached to them
once in Fourteen Days; but now being Weakned with his

Labours, and in the Eighty Sixth Year of his Age,''^ doth not

Preach to them more than once in Two Months.
About Fifty Miles from Bojion is another Church confin-

ing only of Converted Indians ; in an Indian Town, called

MarJIiippang^'^ the firft Minifter of which was an Englifliman,

who beino^ fkilful in the American Lajio-uao-e, Preached the

Gofpel to them in their own Tongue ; but this Minifter is

lately Dead, and they now have an Indian Preacher.

There are befides that. Five Affemblies of Indians pro-

feffmg the Name of Chrift, not far diflant from MarJJiippang,

which have Indian Preachers, and alfo are Preached unto in

their own Language once every weak by Mr. John Cotton,

Son of the Famous Mr. John Cotto7z, fomtimes Minifter of

the Church at BoJlon. In Plymouth Colony of the Inhabi-

tants of Saconct there is a great Congregation of thofe who
for diftindlions fake, are called Praying Indians ; Becaufe

they Pray to God in Chrift.

.Not far from a Promontory called Cape Cod, are Six

Affemblies of Heathens who are to be reckoned as CatecJm-

vieni; amongft whom are Six Indian Preachers. Mr. Samuel
Treat Minifter of a Church at Eaji Ham, Preacheth to thefe

Congregations in their own Language.
There are amongft the Iflanders of Nantucket, a Church,

with a Minifter who was lately a Heathen, and feveral meet-
ings of Catechumeni, who are inftructed by the Converted
Indians.

In the Ifland of Martha, which is about Twenty Two
Miles long, are two American Churches planted, which are

more Famous than the reft, for that over one of them prefides

an

'"The Latin being publifhed in i6S8, '" A mifprint for Marfliippa/^g, as it is

has " nam annum aetatis ocluagefimum in the Latin,

quartum agit."
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an Ancient Indian Minifter, called Hiacooms : Jolm Hia-
coorns, Son of the faid Indian Minifter, alfo Preaches the

Gofpel to his Contrymen in Church : in that place

yo/i7i TockiiioJJi, a Converted Indian Teaches.'^

In thefe Churches Ruling Elders of the Indians are joyned

to the Minifters : the Minifters were chofen by the People,

and when they had Fafted and Prayed, Mr. Elliott and Mr.

Cotton laid their hands on them, fo that they were folemnly

Ordained.
All the Congregations of the Converted Indians, (the

Catechumeni and thofe that are in Church Order) every

Lords Day meet together, the Minifter always beginning

with Prayer, and without a Form, becaufe from the heart

;

when the Ruler of the Affembly hath ended his Prayer, the

whole Congregation of Indians, praife God with Singing;

in which many of them are excelling. After the Pfalm, he

that Preaches reads a place of Scripture, and Expounds it,

gathers Do6trins from it, proves them by Scripture and
reafons, and infers ufe from them after the manner of the

Englifli, of whom they have been taught : Then another

Prayer to God in the Name of Chrift concludes the whole
Service, in which manner they meet twice every Lord's Day

;

they obferve no Holy Days, but the Lord's Day, except upon
fome extraordinary occafion ; and then they folemnly fet

apart whole Days, either in giving thanks, or fafling and
praying with great fervor of Mind.

Before the Englifli came into thefe Parts, thefe Barbarous

Nations were altogether ignorant of the true God ; hence it

is, that in their Prayers and Sermons, they ufe Englifh

Words and Terms.
He that calls upon the moft Holy Name of God, fays,

yehovah,

"The Latin text feems rather to im- John Tockinofh preached at the other

ply that John Hiacoomes preached at of the two churches,

the fame place as his father, and that

(i68)
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Jehovah, or God, or Lord ; and alfo they have Learned, and
borrowed many other Theological Phrafes from the Englifh.

There are fix Churches of Baptized Indians in New Eng-
land, and eighteen Affemblies of Catechimieni, profeffmg the

Name of Chrifl.

Of the Indians there are four and twenty who are Preach-

ers of the Word of God, and there are alfo four Englifh

Minifters who Preach the Gofpel in the Indian Tongue, and
there are many of the Indians Children, who have learned

by heart the Catechifm ; either of that famous Divine Mr.

Will. Perkins, or that put forth by the Affembly of Divines

at Wefiminjier, and can in their own Mother-Tongue anfwer

to all the queftions in it.'^^

Thus Sir I have endeavoured to gratifie your requeft with

as much Brevity as the Subje6l will admit, and exceeding

the Bounds of a Letter, am forced to be fo prolix, and the

rather for that moft of what I have written is upon my own
knowledge. Truth (and the reft undeniable fad) though not

the twentieth Part of the Truths might be faid of the

Almighty's moft wonderful bleffmg and profpering New
England, and his Gofpel amongs the Heathen there, which
to me looks like the Beginning of the fulfilling thofe many
Prophecies in Holy Writ concerning them.

And after all this, I cannot but admire there fliould be (as

you fay there is) any Man in England, who owns but even
the bare name of a Proteftant, at fuch a time as this, when
God feems to have begun the Reformation of the whole
World, and eminently to appear for the True Reformed
Religion, fhould be an Enemy unto fuch a People as are in

New Eiigland, and their Difcipline, as to the Religious

Worfliip : When as to all knowing and unprejudiced perfons,

its confonant to the pra6lice of the Primitive Church, and
of

" Here the tranflation ends, and in the original Latin there follows a half

page of complimentary phrafes.
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of the Reformed Churches throughout the World :
^^ Which

one would think fliould not find an Enemy among any fort

of Chriflians, but thofe called Papifts, or elfe among fuch, as

Papijl like can give up their Religion, Rights, Liberties, and
Properties, nay, their very Senfes to the condu61: of their

Fellow Creatures^*

'* We have here a repetition of a quo- printed in this volume ante p. 26. The
tation ufed in a former pamphlet, and author flill efcapes identification.

FINIS.



[REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS

Againft Andros and Others before the

Privy Council in April, 1690,

WITH A LIST OF THE CHARGES AGAINST
THEM AND THEIR DEFENCE AGAINST THE SAME.

FROM THE ORIGINAL RECORDS AT LONDON.]





ORDER DISCHARGING

SR EDMD AN DROS.
24 APRIL, 169a

[From the Original at the State Paper Office, London," Colonial Entry Book,
Vol. 62, p. 188.]

At the Court at Whitehall, the 24'^' of Aprill, 1690. Prefent,

The Kings 7noJl Excellent Ma^^ iti Couiicill.

The Right Hono^''" the Lords of the Committee for Trade
and Plantations having this day prefented a Report to His
Ma';^ in Councill in the words following, Viz

:

May it pleafe your Ma*'."

Your Ma'i" having by your Letter dated the thirtieth day
of July laft to the prefent Government of the Maffachufetts

Bay in New England, fignified your pleafure that S'Edmond
Andros, late Governor of that Territory and others that had
been feized by the people of Boflon upon the late Revolution
& detained there under confinement for the fpace of ten

months,

mouth told him they had cut the throat
of their country in not doing it, but Mr.
Cooke's excufe was, Sir John Somers's
advice, which he faid was againft doing
it. An enquiry into the condu(?t of Sir

Edmund and the reft, it was defigned
fhould be avoided, and this was the
reafon of Sir John Somers's advice to
Mr. Cooke. * When the agents firft

appeared before the council, Sir Ed-
mund, Dudley, Randolph &c. had notice

to

" We are indebted to A. C. Goodell,
Efq., of Salem, for the ufe of this tran-

fcript of the Council Records, recently

made for him in England. The pro-
ceedings at the hearing are more fully fet

forth in Hutchinfon's Hiftory, i. 394-5,
as follows :

" The agents difagreed, and by this

means certain articles againft Sir Ed-
mund were never figned by them. Mr.
Mather faid that the Earl of Mon-
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months, fhoiild according to their humble requeft made to

your^ Ma^'.^ in Councill be fent into England by the firft

opportunity

to be prefent alfo, and came prepared
with a charge againft the colony, for

rebellion againft lawful authority, for

imprifoning the King's governor &c.

Sir John Somers thereupon faid that

the agents were upon the defenfive part,

and were ready to anfwer any com-
plaints. Sir Robert Sawyer, who had
brought the quo warranto, then de-

claimed largely againft the colony for

thofe deeds by which he fuppofed the

charter forfeited, but in the clofe, to

prevent an anfwer, acknowledged that

what he faid was foreign to the prefent

cafe, and one of the lords faid, Let us

keep to the matter before us. The
agents were then required to give the

reafons of the oppofition to Sir Edmund
and his authority. They began with

his Proclamation and other endeavours

to ftifle the news of the Prince's land-

ing, and the imprifonment of the perfon

who brought over the declaration. Lord
Prefident (Marquis of Carmarthen)
afked who imprifoned Sir Edmund and
the reft. Sir John Somers replied " The
country, my lord, oppreffed by an arbi-

trary government did there as we did

here, rofe as one man, took the oppor-

tunity of the news of the revolution in

England to free themfelves from the

yoke they were under." Lord Prefi-

dent. " You fay it was the country and
the people, that is nobody ; let us fee

A, B, and C, the perfons that will make
it their cafe Here is a charge againft

the King's governor, but nobody has

figned the paper." Sir J. Somers. " My
lord, we are here in behalf of the coun-

try, to manage their concerns, and not

in the behalfof any particular perfons."

One of the agents then whifpered Sir

John, that, if that was a ftick, they

would fign the paper immediately ; but

he replied " No, we are in our way and

have followed the direflion of the Board,
and if they will bring us off thus they

may." One of the lords faid, " I per-

ceive the revolution there was as it was
here, by the unanimous agreement of

the people, for who feized and imprif-

oned the late Lord Chancellor, who
feized and imprifoned Lord fuch and
fuch " (naming feveral) " and fecured

the garrifon of Hull &c. I think we
underftand the matter well enough, and
fee no reafon why we may not go for-

ward with the proof" Another lord

fpake to the fame purpofe, and faid the

people were to be commended for what
they had done : but Lord Prefident ap-

plied himfelf to the agents and faid,

" Gentlemen, here has been a pretty

deal of time fpent ; my lords will give

his Majefty a true and impartial account

of what has been faid on both fides, and
wait his Majefty's further pleafure, and
you may withdraw for the prefent."

The next day. Sir Edmund and the reft

were difcharged from any further attend-

ance, and a report being made to his

Majefty in Council, the fame was
approved, and the matter was ordered

to be difmiffed on both fides.' [Mr.
Cooke's lettery

" Thus the agents were diverted by
their own council from purfuing their

inftru6tions and fupporting a charge
which had been prepared and offered to

the Lords of the Council. It was well

known that it would be moft agreeable

to have no enquiry made. Lord Prefi-

dQnt's own arbitrary aftions, whilft Earl

of Danby, for which no fatisfaction had
been given, would have ftared him in

the face and it would not have well con-

fifted with the oblivion for what had
paffed at home, to have been very ftri6l

in enquiring into tyranny in the colo-

nies." Hutchinson.
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opportunity to anfwer before your Ma*'- what might be

objedled againft them. We have accordingly on the tenth

Inflant been attended by S' Edmond Andros and others

lately imprifoned in New England, as alfo by S' Henry
Afliurft, Mr Eliflia Cooke, Mr Increafe Mather and Mr
Thomas Oaks, who then declared themfelves unto us to be

Agents for the faid Government of the Maffachufetts Bay.

But by reafon of the late arrivall in England of fome them,

defired that they might be allowed further time to produce
Credentialls and Charge againft the faid S' Ednf' Andros
and others aforefaid, which charge having been brought
in on the Mundy following, we were according to our

dire6lions attended on Thurfday lafl; by S"" Edm^' Andros
and fuch as were lately imprifoned in New England, and by
Councill learned, on both fides ; at which time the Councill

learned, for the people of the Maffachufetts Bay as they

tearmed themfelves, having been afked by us whether any
perfon were ready to fign or own the faid charge, no Perfon

could be there found or was named unto us upon our Inquiry,

to figne or owne the fame ; fo that as we faw no matter of

Complaint or Objection againft S' Edmond Andros and
others aforefaid to proceed upon ; We do therefore moffc

humbly offer our opinion to your Ma'!" that the faid S' Ed-
mond Andros and other perfons lately imprifon'd in New
England and now attending your Ma'r^ be forthwith dif-

charged and fet at liberty, and the faid Paper or Charge
which has not been figned or owned, may be difmiffed, inaf-

much as nothing has been obje6led againft the faid S' Ed-
mond Andros and others, by the prefent Government of the

Maffachufetts Bay or their Agents, and the times appointed

by us in purfuance of Your Ma*^' pleafure fignified to them
in that behalfe.

All of which is neverthelefs

moft humbly fubmitted.

Councill Chamber
17"' Aprill, 1690. His
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His Ma*!^ in Councill is pleafed to approve of the faid

Report and to order that the Paper or Charge therein

mentioned as not being figned or owned by any Perfon be
difniiffed, as it is hereby difmiffed this Board ; and that S'

Edmond Andros, late Governor of New England, and others

that have been feized by the people of Bofton upon the late

Revolution, and now attend His Ma'.'^ be forthwith difcharged,

as they are hereby difcharged and fett at liberty according

to the faid Report.

[From Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 62, p. 194].

Matters objected againjl S^EdmondAndros,
M": Jofeph Dudley, M' Palmer, M': Randolph, M": Wejl,

M^. Graham, M''. Farzvell, M"". Sherlock and others, as

occajions of their Imprifon7nent in New E^tgland.

1. It is objected againft S' Edmond Andros, that he being

Governor of the Maffachufetts Colony, after notice of his

prefent Ma*'^' intentions to land in England, iffued out a

Proclamation, requiring all perfons to oppofe any defcent of

fuch as might be authorized by him. Endeavoured to ftifle

the news of his landing, and caufed him that brought this

King's Declaration thither to be imprifoned as bringing a

feditious and treafonable paper.

2. That in the time of his Government, he without forme

or colour of legall authority made Lawes deflrudive of the

liberty of the people, impofed and levyed taxes, threatened

and imprifoned them who would not be affifting to the

illegall levies, denied that they had any propertie in their

lands
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lands without patents from him, and during the time of

aduall war with' the Indians he did fupply them with ammu-
nition, and feverall Indians declared that they were encour-

aged by him to make war upon the Englifli, and he difcoun-

tenanced making defence againft the Indians.

3. As to all the other Perfons Imprifoned, they were
Accomplices and confederates with S' Edmond Andros, and
particularly M!" Dudley, M' Randolph and Mr Palmer were
of his Councill, and joined with him in his Arbitrary Lawes
and Impofitions, & in threatening and imprifoning them who
would not comply. My Weft was his Secretary and guilty

of great extortion, and gave out words which fliewed himfelf

no friend to the Englifli. M!' Graham was his Attorney at

one time and Ml" Farwell at another, both concerned in ille-

gall proceedings deftrudlive of the Propertie of the fubjeft.

My Farwell profecuted them who refufed to comply with the

illegall levies, and Mr Graham brought feverall Writts of

Intrufion againft men for their own Lands, and Mr Sherlock,

another perfon imprifoned tho' not named in the order, adled

there for fome years as an High Sheriff, tho' he was a

ftranger in the Country, and had no Eftate there during

flirievalty; he impaneled Juries of Grangers who had no
freehold in that Country, and extorted unreafonable Fees.

Aprill 14, 1690.

Mem<i'" This Paper being prefented

the 14th Aprill 1690, by M'' Humphreys
and no perfon being afterwards found

to fign or own the fame, Their Lo'ps

would not permit it to be read.
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[From the Colonial Entry Book, Vol. 62, p. 196.]

The Anfwer of S^ Edmo7id Andros to the

matters objeHed againji him and others^ as occajion of their

Imprifonment in New England.

In obedience to Your Lo'ps Commands that we fliould

anfwer to fuch matters as are obje6led againft us by S' Henry
AfliLirft, Eliflia Cooke, Increafe Mather, and Thos. Oakes.

We humbly reprefent to Your Lo'ps praying they may fign

or owne their Obje6lions.

The Anfwer of S'' Edniond Andros, Kn\

The faid S' Edmond Andros fayth, that in the month of

January 1688, he, being then Governor of New England,

received commands from the late King James, dated the

1 6th. of 06lober preceding, to make knowne in the mofl

publick manner to all his fubjects there, the advice he had

lately received of an Invafion from Holland, which was
accordingly done as may be feen by his faid late Ma'^' Com-
mands, and the Proclamation or notice made thereupon by

the faid S' Edmond Andros, as was done in England and

in the other Plantations, and in the fame tenor; But withall

denies that he did iHfle any news of his prefent Ma"' landing,

or knew any perfon that brought His Ma'"" Declaration

thither, or caufed any to be imprifoned upon fuch colour or

pretence as is malicioufly objected.

That in the time of his Government in New England he

never made any Lawes or was concerned with others in the

making
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making of any, deftrudlve of the liberty of the people : But
that by vertue of the power and authority given under the

great feale of England, feverall prudentiall Lawes and Ordi-

nances, as near as could be agreeable to the Lawes of Eng-
land, have been by him and the Councill,—confifting of

about forty perfons, all (except tw^o) Inhabitants and Planters

of New-England, and moft of them fuch as he found in the

Councill upon his arrivall there,—made and publiflied for

the good and welfare of the people and country under his

Government, which were from time to time tranfmitted to

the Secretarys of State and the Lords of the Committee for

Trade and Plantations ; and that during the time of his

Government the methods of proceeding at law, and all

Judgments made or given in any Criminall or Civill caufe

or a6lion was after the manner and agreeable to the Lawes
Cuftomes and Statutes of England, which in the former
Government the people were wholly denied the benefit of, or

permitted to appeale to His Ma''^ untill the vacating their

Charter, as is well knowne.
That he never impofed or levied any illegall Taxes, But

by his Commiffion under the Great Seale of England Inftruc-

tions for the Government, there is a Power and Command
given to him and the Councill to continue, raife and levie

fuch Taxes as were or lately had been laid and impofed for

the fupport of the Government, which was done in the words
of the former Law made there about fifty yeares fince, which
granted a rate of one penny in the pound for ever, to be
annually levied and colle6led by Warrants from the Treaf-

urer, which were alfo the Methods ufed and pracliced upon
the diffolution of the Charter of Virginia by Quo Warranto
in the year 1624. That he never threatened nor imprifoned
any who would not affift to illegall Levies, But that feverall

fadious Perfons riotoufiy and tumultCioufly combined to-

gether and refufing to pay their ufuall Rates purfuant to the

Treafurer's
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Treafurer's Warrant have been proceeded againft by due
courfe of Law.

That fuch as are at this time in the Adminiftration of that

Government have found the hngle rate of one penny in the

pound yearly fo much too httle that for the expenfe of five

or fix months paft they have levied & diftreined upon the

people, and even upon fome of the Gentlemen now obje6led

againfh, whileft under clofe imprifonment, feaven penny
Rates and a halfe.

That his pretended denyall that the people had any prop-

erty in their Lands without Patents from him, is a malicious

and groundlefs imputation, but that power was given him in

his Commiffion and Inftrudions for granting of vacant Lands
in His Ma^^' difpofe, and confirming others where Titles

were defedlive, few or no Grants having been made by the

Corporation purfuant to the diredions of their Charter when
in force : And upon application feverall Grants have been

given accordingly.

That the Imputation now cafl; upon him to have fupplied

the Indians with Ammunition during the time of aduall

War, is a mofi; vile and bafe afperfion and unworthy of an

Englifhman and Chriftian, being without the leaft ground or

colour of truth, as alfoe the frivolous imputation of Indians

declaring they were encouraged by him to make war upon

the Englifli, and his difcountenancing the defence of the

Country againfl the Indians being a falfe and malitious

Clamour, as by the whole management of that war is fuffi-

ciently evident, nor has any thing like it been mentioned in

the Declaration or Votes of the Reprefentatives of New
England, as they learned themfelves fome months after.

That the Refpondent Is well knowne to have alwales been

a Proteftant and has for more than twenty yeares laft paft

ferved the Crowne in feverall parts of America in the Wars
againft the French in the Charibbee Iflands, and in the

Government
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Government of New Yorke as well as in New England,

during which time the Indians were in continuall fubjedlion,

untill by fome unadvifed proceedings of the Inhabitants of

the Eaftern parts of New England, the late rupture with the

Indians there commenced, when by his late Ma'" Commands
he was at New Yorke more than three hundred miles diftant

from that place. That upon his fpeedy returne to Bofton

(all things being quietly fetled to the Weftward) the greatefl

part of the Guarifon foldiers with ftore and other neceffaries

were immediately fent to re-inforce thofe Parts where the

War broke out, and Veffells to fecure the Coafts and Fifliery,

and further forces raifed appointed to be under the Command
of Major Gen" Winthrope, who falling fick and declining

the fervice, he, this Refpondent, by advice of the Councill

went with them in perfon. And by the fetlement of feverall

Guarifons, frequent parties, marches and Purfuits after the

enemy, fometimes above one hundred miles into the Defart

further than any Chriflian Setlement, and taking and deftroy-

irig their Forts, Corn, Provifion, Ammunition & Canooes,

difperfed and reduced them to the uttermoft wants and
neceffities, and fo fecured the Country that from the faid

Forces going out untill the time of his Imprifonment (which

was above ten months, for which* no mittimus or caufe of

Committment was ever fliewn or affigned to the Refpondent)

and the tumultuous withdrawing the Forces from thofe

Parts by them that affumed the Government, not the leafl

loffe. Damage or fpoile hap'ned to the Inhabitants or Fifhery.

But fmce his reftraint, it will too plainly appeare that feverall

hundreds of their Ma*"' fubjeds have been killed and carried

away Captive. The Guarifon at Pemaquid and other Guari-

fons have been taken, and the whole County of Cornwall and

great part of the Province of Maine have been deftroyed

and deferted. And the like Depopulation is ready to be

carried on into y^ heart of New England, unlefs it fliall

pleafe
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pleafe His Ma''^ by his own authority to put a flop to the

Incurfions of the French and Indians, and thereby prevent

the inevitable ruine of the whole Dominion of New England
and confequently of their Ma'"' other Plantations.

yofeph Dudley.

Joseph Dudley humbly anfwers That he is an Inhabitant

and Planter in New England, where his Eflate and Family

is, and whither his Father, who was fometime Governor

there, being one of the firft Adventurers and principall

Undertakers, removed his Eftate and Family to New England

about the yeare 1630.

That for fifteen yeares laft paft he hath been employed in

the Government there, and was attending this Hon*"^^ Board

in the yeare 1682 and 1683 as Agent for the Corporation

while their Charter was in being, and after his returne and

the vacating faid Charter was by Commiffion under the

Great Scale of England made Prefident of that Country

untill a Generall Governor fliould arrive ; & after upon S'

Edmond Andros coming, was by diredion of his then Ma-

jefty appointed to be of the Councill & was one of the Judges

of that Territory ; in all which capacities he faithfully to his

underftanding ferveJ the Crowne & the true intereft of thofe

Plantations, and was never an Accomplice or Confederate

with any Perfon in any Arbitrary Laws or Impofitions or

threats or Punifliments whatfoever, but plainly and truely

advifed in matter of Councill, and according to his befl fkill

gave Judgement in matters of Law according to the Lawes
and
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and Statutes of the Realm of England and the peculiar

Laws of that Government.
Notwithftanding all which, he was In the month of Aprill

1689 committed to prifon in Bofton without any examination,
mittimus or charge againft him, and after thirteen weeks
Imprifonment gave Bond to thofe who had affumed the
Government there, with three fufficient Sureties in ten thou-
fand pounds for his enlargement, but in fix houres after was
again violently brought back to Prifon,'^ the Princlpall Perfons
now in that Government well knowing thereof, where he
remained for the fpace of fix months, untlll the comeing of
His Ma'"' Gracious commands : The Government denyeing
to returne his Bond or allow him the Benefitt thereof, and in

the mean time feverely taxing his Eftate towards the fupply
of the prefent Agents who are come to purfue and Implead
him here, w'.'' is moft humbly fubmitted to Your Lo'pps.

yolin Palmer.

John Palmer humbly anfwers. That he was one of His
Ma'" Councill in New England & faithfully difcharged his

duty in the fald office, and denyes any Confederacy with any
Perfon,

'"This account is confirmed by a Paige's. Monday night, the 15th. they
paper publifhed by Palfrey, (iii, 594). broke into Mr. Paige's houfe, (fmafliing
On the 13th of July, Dudley being fick, his windows), fearching for him. The
an order was given to allow him to go i6th inft. Mr. Dudley walked to the
to his own houfe. But " about twelve prifon accompanied wi'^th feveral gentle-
o'clock at night, being Saturday night, men, there being no {tilling the people
about 200 or 300 of the rabble, bearing otherwife."
and Searle heading of them, went and His bondfmen were Samuel Shrimp-
broke open his houfe and brought him ton, Nicolas Paige, and Ehakim Hut-
to town. The keeper would not re- chinfon.

ceive him, and they took him to Mr,
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Perfon, or to have joyned In the making or executing of any
Laws or laying Impofitions deftru6live of the Hberty of the

People.

Edivard Ra^idolph.

Edward Randolph likewife humbly anfwers, That about

the yeare 1679 he was appointed Collector of the Cuftomes
in New England purfuant to an A61 of Parliament, with full

power to put the feverall A6ls of Trade in execution there,

which with great difficulty and hazard of his life, he foe

purfued that y^ irregular Trade was flopped ; but thereby

made himfelf obnoxious to the Government, which chiefly

confift of Traders who have openly denyed and oppofed his

Commiffion, and declared that neither the Ads of Trade
nor any Law of England were in force with them till ratify'd

and allowed of by their Reprefentatives in a Generall Court:

And taking no further notice of thofe A6ls they openly

continued their illegall trade notwithfl:anding many admoni-

tions and commands to the contrary fent to them from his

late Ma''*" King Charles the fecond and from this Hono^'^

Board ; whereupon the profecution of their Charter which
had been commenced in the reigne of King Charles the

firfl, but was interrupted by the troubles foon after enfueing

here in England, was againe continued and after many
evafions and delayes on their fide to anfwer here, the faid

Charter was vacated by Judgement on a Scire Facias brought

in Chancery in the reigne of King Charles the 2nd. And
the faid Edward having been chiefly employed by His Ma'^^

Attorney Generall in the faid Profecution was the chief

caufe the faid Edward Randolph ever heard for his mofl;

cruel and tedious imprifonment in the common Goale as may
appeare
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appeare by the Refolution of their Reprefentatives at Bofton,

at a pretended Generall Court the 28th day of June laft,

where it was refolved that the faid Edward Randolph and
the other prifoners now attending your Lordfliips were not
bailable, having broken a Capitoll Law of that Colony in

endeavouring and accomplilliing the fubverfion of their

Government, which by the faid Capitoll Law of their own
invention is punifliable with death.

That the faid Edward Randolph • doth further fay that he
had the honour of being one of the members of the Coun-
cill of New England and that during the time of S' Edmond
Andros Government did faithfully a(5l for the honour and
intreft of the Crowne and the generall good of that Planta-

tion, and denies all manner of confederacy with S' Edmond
Andros, or that he joyned with him in making any Arbitrary
Laws or Impofitions, or in threatening and punifliing them
who would not comply therewith, which is mofl humbly
fubmitted.

John Wcjl.

John West humbly reprefents that he was Deputy Treaf-
urer of New England purfuant to Letters Patent under the
Great Scale of England untill on the i8th of Aprill paft he
was forcibly feized and imprifoned. That he did faithfully

difcharge his duty without being guilty of any Extortion or
other Crime or Mifdemeanour as now is moll calumnioufly
and injurioufly charged upon him by the perfons above
named, altho' in all the time of his long and unjuft fufferings

and imprifonment in New England for the fpace of Ten
months, no fuch crime or any other was ever charged or
obje6led againfl him. That he known not what the faid

Perfons mean by faying that he gave out words which fliewed

him
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him no friend to the Englifli, and therefore takes the fame

to be a frivolous Imputation to which he conceives no other

anfwer can be given than to afifirme that he is an EngHfli

man and Proteftant of the Church of England, and no waies

concerned in any Forreigne interefl.

janies Gj^ahain.

James Graham humbly anfwers that he never was con-

cerned in any proceedings that w'ere either illegall or deflruc-

tive to the property of the fubjecl, but that he w^as by
Commiffion under the Scale of His Majefly s Territory of

New England appointed Attorney Gen" there, and during

the fliort time that he was in the execution of that Office he

did according to his duty profecute feverall notorious Offen-

ders according to the knowai lawes of England and not

otherwife : And did alfo profecute two Writts of Intrufion

againft fome who had unlawfully intruded upon the rights of

the Crowne. The faid James Graham further fayth that on

the 1
8'!^ of Aprill laft paft, he was by Eliflia Cooke & feverall

others with him violently feized and carried to prifon at the

Caftle Ifland near the Towne of Boflon, and there for the

fpace of Ten months inhumanely and arbitrarily deteined

without Mittimus or the Afhgnement of any lawfull caufe,

which is mod; humbly reprefented to Your Lo'pps.

George Farczvell.

George Farewell humbly anfwers That he did practice

as an Attorney at law within the Dominion of New England

for divers yeares next before the i8'I' of Aprill laft paft ;
that

he
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he never profecuted or defended any fuite wherein S' Edmond
Andros was either Plaintiff or Defendant, but has been fome
times retained on behalfe of His Ma''' to profecute fuch

perfons whom the Governor deemed Criminall, in all which
profecutions he did legally proceed ; That he never endeav-

oured the deflru61ion of the fubje6l, and humbly conceives

that for a lawyer to appeare in any Court in profecution or

defence of any Suite for his fee, cannot be imputed to him
as a Crime.

That he was on the 1 8".' of Aprlll laft paft feized and made
a prifoner in the Common Goale in Bofton, where he remained
untill February laft, when by vertue of His Ma*"' command
he was fent to this Hono*"'' Board to anfwer before His Ma'i^

what fliould be obje6led againfl him. That during all the

time of his Imprifonment he was never charged by any
Mittimus. That he feverall times applied to the Adminiflra-

tors of the Government there, for relief by letters ; and
particularly that the laft day of July, underftanding that a
County Court was then holden at Bofton, he obtained the

favour of his keeper to go with hini to the Court, where he
humbly moved the Bench that he was a fubje61 of the

Crowne of England, and had been fifteen weeks in prifon

without any Committment, that he could never obtaine a

releafement, or by any meanes come to the fpeech of any of

their Magiftrates & therefore pray'd to be difcharged or com-
mitted in due forme ; but was by the Bench & particularly

by Eliflia Cooke then there, remanded to the Goale &
denyed Committment contrary to the Knowne right of an
Eneliftiman.

jfames Sherlock.

James Sherlock faieth that he was a freeholder in New
England before and during his Sherrivality, and gave bond

with
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with furetles in a thoufand pounds for the faithfull difcharge

of his Office, and returned Juries alwaies out of the Lifts

fent him by the Conftables and other Officers in the feverall

Towns, and contented himfelf with ftated and allowed Fees,

and is not guilty of any extortion ; But neverthelefs [was]

arbitrarily imprifoned and continued in clofe cuftody for

more than ten months, for no other reafon as he can imagine,

but for being in the immediate fervice of the Crowne. All

which is humbly fubmitted.

Ed. Andros,

J. Dudley,

J. Palmer,

Jam. Sherlock, John West,
Ja. Graham,
George Farewell,
Ed. Randolph.

Mem^™ This Anfwer was prefented at the Comittee

the 24*'^ of Aprill 1690. But there being

no perfon found to own or fign the Charge
prefented by the Solicitor for the other fide

againfl the Refpondents, neither the Charge
nor this Anfwer was permitted to be read.

Vide Report and Order
in this matter, Ent^ p. 1S8.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

'' The following pamphlet is printed from a copy in the library of John Carter
Brown, Efq., of Providence, who moft kindly gave the editor permiffion to

republifh it. This " Account " feems to have efcaped the notice of Palfrey
and other hiftorians, and if Mr. Brown's copy be not unique, all other copies

have probably heretofore been confounded with " Byfield's Account."

Of the great value of this Account, it is difficult to fay too much. Byfield

wrote on the 29th of April, 1689, only ten days after the overthrow of Andros
;

but this Account, dated a month later, (June 6,) and by a competent writer, gives

the view which the leaders of the revolt wifhed to have go abroad. A little

later, thefe leaders defired to conceal a portion of their acls, and not improbably

this pamphlet was as far as poffible supprefled.

We refer efpecially to the exiftence of an agreement among certain leaders

here to put themfelves at the head of any rifmg of the people, before any news

arrived of the enterprife of the Prince of Orange againft England. Palfrey,
(iii- 579)) gives only the accufations of the Andros faftion, that the rebellion had
long been planned ; but Palmer, ' C. D.,' and the reft of that fa6lion do not quote

the plain confeffion made in this Account.

We have found it impoffible to make the flighteft furmife in regard to the

writer of this pamphlet, though we may prefume A. B. are not the initials of his

names. It is, however, only a matter of curiofity to trace the author, fince there

were in Bofton, on the viftorious fide, a goodly array of prafticed writers, fully

capable of performing the tafk.

We have ventured to put on the new half-title on the preceding page, the name
of Benjamin Harris as publifher, as the pamphlet was evidently printed in Bofton,

and Harris's fign was for feveral years at the London Coffee Houfe. Notably is

this full imprint on the Declaration of the Prince of Orange when reprinted here,

at this precife time, as cited in our Firft Volume, p. 9.



An Account of the Late

REVOLUTIONS
in Nezu-England

;

J\\ a Ccttcr.

MONG the many matters oi Difcourfe and Won-
der at this day abroad in the World, the ftate of
Nezv-England cannot but be One ; and of that,

if I would not forfeit the Charadler which you
allow me of your Friend, I muft now give you

fome account Since the 7//^;^^/ Subverfion of our Ancient
Government, this Great, but poor people have been in the

Hands of men Jldlful to dejlroy, and all our Concerns both
Civil and Sacred, have fuft'ered by the Arbitrary Oppreffions

of Unreafonable Ulen. I believe, no part of the EngliJIi

America, fo powerful and united as Nezu-England was, could

have endured half fo many Abufes as we have bin harraffed

withal, with a tenth part of our Patience ; but our Confcience

was that which gave metal to our Patience, and kept us

Quiet ; for though our foul-mouth'd Enemies have treated

us a Rebellious, becaufe we are a Religions people, they may
be pleafed now to underftand. That if we had not been

Religious,
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Religious, we had long fmce been what they would, if they
durft, have called Rebellious. The very Form of Govern-
ment impofed upon us, was among the worjl of Treafons,

even a Treafonable Invafion of the Rights which the whole
Euglijli Nation lays claim unto ; every true EiigliJlL-man muft
juftifie our Diffatisfadion at it, and believe that we have not

fo much Refijled the Ordinance of God, as we have Refifted

an intollerable Violation of His Ordina7ice.

But Sir, be pleafed now to refled upon our Declaration,

and confider whether the Adminiflration of this Government
was not as Vexatious, as the Conflitution of it was Illegal.

Confider whether the whole Government was not become a

meer Engiue, a fort of Machin contriv'd only to enrich a

crew of Abjecl Strangers, upon the Ruines of a miferable

people. And yet, I am to tell you, That fcm-ce one half is

told you. The Declaration was compofed fo much in the

Hurry of A61ion that it comprehends not all our Grievances;

However, you may guefs from the Clawes there pourtray'd,

what fort of Creatures were devouring of us."&

Sir, I own, that we Argue fimply about the Affairs of

Government ; but we Feel True. I have fometimes chal-

lenged any man to mention fo much as One Thing done by
our Late Superiors for the welfare of the Country; a thou-

fand things we all Felt every day doing for the Ruine of it

;

and as 'tis faid, once when they had Divine Service among
them, he that read it, being to read that Epiftle, where,

according to their Tranflation 'tis faid. Be Harbarous 07ie to

another : By an unhappy miftake read it Be Barbarous one

to another : So we thought we Felt their continual A61ings
upon that miflaken Rule. However I confefs (and I know
not whether you will count it our Honour or our BlcmifJi)

we fliould have born the Grievances without any Attempts
for
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for our own Relief, but our own Supplications to the Great

God ; for our Applications to the Late King, our only

remaining Remedy on earth, we had found ineffecftual. But

there happened one Provocation to our people more, which

had more than an hundred in it, and fuch was their Infirmity,

if you will call it fo, that this they could not bear. A fmall

Body of our Eafleim Indians had begun a War upon us :

the Occafion of which was as doubtful to us all at firft, as the

whole Management of it was afterwards myfterious. A Party

of Indians which were afinrm'd to belong unto that crew of

Murderers were feiz'd by the Englifii ; but Governour y^;^^-

dros with many favours to them, ordered them to be fet at

Liberty again : and it's affirmed Tko/e very men have done
great part of the mifchief fuflained by us. An Army of

near a Tkoufand Englifii (and the flower of our Youth) was
raifed for the fubduing of our Enemies, which I believe

were much fewer than an Htindred Indians. This Army
goes through the tedious Fatigues of a long and cold Winter,

many fcores of miles to the Northward ; and underwent fuch

Hardfliips that very many of our poor Souldiers periflicd on
the vSpot ; and it is juftly fear'd. That not a few more of them
have got their bane, that they will never be flrong men again :

but not one Indian killed all the while : only Garrifons were

here and there planted in the wild woods on a pretence, To
keep the Indians firam Fifiiing ; which proje(ft of Hedging in

the Cuckows, our dull New-Englanders could not underftand.

It was further admirable to us, that though the Governour
had been importun'd to take a much more expedient, and far

lefs Expenfive way of fubduing our Indian Enemies, he was
thereto wholly unperfwadeable. In the mean time the Coun-
try was wonderfully furprifed, with Evidences coming in,

from Indians and others, in feveral parts, which very Strangely

concurred in their Teflimonles, That there was a Plot to

bring in the Indians upon tis ; and it. was eafy unto us to

conceive,
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conceive, How ferviceable another Iiidian War might have
been to the Defigns which we faw working for us. Thefe
Evidences were fo far from being duly enquired into, that

the Engli/Ji-nien,—who had been inquifitive after them, were
put unto all manner of trouble, and muft have been deflroyed

if a Turn had not happend,—thought nothing in the World
was more natural than the Agreement between fuch a Plot

and the whole conduct of our Eajleni Affairs ; nor is there

any contradi6lion in it in one of Randolplis Letters to

Blaithwait which fays Nothing has been wanting in his

Excellency to bring all things to a good pofiure ; bnt this

people are Rivetted in their Way, and I fear notJiing but

Neceffity or Force will otherwife difpofe them. While thefe

things were going on, by way of the Weft-Indies there

arrived unto us a few fmall Intimations, That the Prince of

Orange had profpered in his Noble Undertaking to refcue

the Englifti Nation from imminent POPERY and SLAV-
ERY. But S\Y Edmond Andro/s took all imaginable care

to keep us ignorant of the News, which yet he himfelf could

not be unacquainted with ; and one that brought the Princes

Declaration with him, was imprifoned for bringing Seditious

and Treafonable Papers into the Country with him ; and our

Oppreffors went on without Fear or Wit, in all the methods
that could inflame the people to the higheft exafperation.

The Reports continually coming in from our Eafiern Army
now caufed the Relations of thofe that were there perifliing,

here a little to beftir themfelves ; and they could not forbear

forming themfelves here and there in the Country unto fome
Body, that they might confider what fliould be done for their

poor Children, whom they thought bound for a bloody

Sacrifice. While this was doing, the people of Bofton were

Alarmed with Sufpicions buzz'd about the Town, by fome
belonging to the Ship, That the Rofe Frigat now in our

Harbour was intended to carry off our Late Governo7ir for

France,
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France, Sc to take any of our EiigUJli VeiTels that might be

coming in unto us; and we apprehended our felves in the

mean time vcr}^ ill provided, if an Attacque from any of the

French Fleet in the ^F</? Indies were perfidioufly made upon
us. 'T is impoffible to exprefs the Agonies which filled the

minds of both Town and Country ; but the confideration of

the extream Ferment which we were boiling in, caufed feveral

very deferving Gentlemen in Bojlon, about the middle of

April, to enter into a Confultation, how they might befl ferve

the Diftreffed Land in its prefent Difcompofures. They
confidered the Directions given in the Princes Declarations (of

which at lafl we had ftolen a fight) and the Examples which
the whole Kingdom of England (as far as we could learn)

had fet before us. They alfo confidered, that the Governour
being mov'd to call a General Council in this extraordinary

jundlure, inftead of this, he never fo much as called his

Council here at hand to conimunicate unto them any part

of the Intelligence relating to the Late Affairs in England.
They likewife confidered, That though they were above all

things inclinable to f^ay a little, hoping that every day might
bring fome Orders from England for our fafety, yet they

could not undertake for fuch a Temper in all their provoked
Neighbours. Wherefore they Refolved, That if either the

outragious madnefs of our Foes, or the impatient motion of

our Friends, did neceffitate any Action, they would put

themfelves in the Head of it, and endeavour to prevent what
ill effefls an Unfornid Twmilt might produce.

By that time the Eighteenth of April had given a few

Hours of Light unto us, things were pufli'd on to fuch

extremities that Bcjlons part in Action feem'd loudly enough
and haftily called for. Accordingly, the Captain of the

Frigat being then on Shoar, it was determined that he mufl
be made incapable either to Objlrtin:, or to Revenge the

A61ion, by Firifig on, or Sailing from the Town ; him there-

fore,
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fore they immediately feized. There were not very many
acquainted with the meafures that were to be taken ; but the

Adlion was now begun, and the Rumour of it running hke
Lightning through the Town, aU forts of people were pref-

ently infpired with the moft unanimous Refolution, I believe,

that was ever feen. Drums were beaten, and the whole
Town was immediately up in Arms.

The firft work done, was by fmall parties here and there

about the Town to feize upon thefe unworthy Men"^ w^ho by
repeated Extortions and Abufes had made themfelves the

objedls of Univer/al Hatred 2.nd Indignation. Thefe were
many of them fecured and confined ; but the principal of

them, at the Firjt Noife of the Action, fled into the Garrifon

on Fort-Hill, where the Goveriwiirs Lodgings were ; a place

very Commodioufly Scitualed to Command the whole Town,
but not fufficiently Fortify d.

The Army had no fooner got well together, but a Declara-

tion was Read unto them, unto which they gave an Affent

by a very confiderable Shout. And upon this, the Gende-
men with fuch as had come in to their Affiftance in the

Town-houfe, apprehending the Refolutions of the people,

drew up a fliort Letter to Sir Edmond Androfs, and dif-

patched away a couple'^ of their Number with if; the whole
armed Body attend them unto the Fortification, whither they

Marched with all the Alacrity in the world, and yet with fo

compofed a Sobriety, that I queftion whether America has

ever feen what might equal it. It was expe61ed. That the

Garrifon might make fome Refinance : but they intended to

be Owners of it within one-half hour, or perifli in the At-

tempt. When they were jull copje to befet the Fort, they

met

^^ A lift of thefe msn is in Byfield. ''^ Nathaniel Oliver and John Eyre.

(Andros Trads, i. 4.)
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met the Governour and his Creatures, going down the Hill

to the Man-of-Wars Pmace, which was come to fetch them
off; had they not come thither jufl at that Neck of time, our

Adverfaries would have got down to the Caftle, which is a

League below the Town ; and in fpite of us all, the Frigat

would have gone unto them: but our Hoiifes on fliore and
our Vejffels at Sea, muft have paid all the fatisfaflion they

could have demanded of us. However, now at the fight of

our Forces, the Gentlemen ran back into their Hold

;

whither the two Gentlemen our Meffengers, now advancing,

were prefented at by the Red-coat Centinels; our Souldiers

warned them on pain of Death, to forbear firing; upon
which they fled into the Fort, and (as 'tis affirmed) had very

terrible ^^'^\\xr\?cc\di's>, for not firmg on them}'^ The Gentle-

men being admitte'd. Sir Edniond Androfs read what was
written to him, and now better underftanding his own
circumflances, there was a fafe condu61 given to him, and he
with his Affociates were brought into the Chamber where
he had formerly himfelf been hatching the Things that now
procur'd his more humble Appearance there. He was treated

with all the Refpect that could be due unto his Character

;

but he was confined for that Night unto the Houfe of the

Late Treafurer, with Guards upon him ; and the Reft had
their feveral confinements alotted unto them in fuch places as

were moil agreeable to their Quality. With much ado, the

Governour gave Order for the furrender of the Fort ; and
the ceremonies of the furrender^^ were performed by Secretary

Randolph.,

^"The anonymous Account in Hut- mediators. The foldiers of the Colo-

CHINSON, (i. 374,) fays that early in the nial party charged the fort with great

day "young Dudley and Col. Lidget " rafhnefs ; and as the account fays, if

reached Andros in the Fort, but Dud- Andros's foldiers had been refolute to

ley was fent back to aflc the " four min- fight, they mii^ht have killed a hundred
liters (of Bofton, Allen, Moody, Willard of tlieir affailants.

and Cotton Mather) Mr. Joyliffe and •*' This curious phrafe feems to con-
one or two more " to come and aft as firm a ftory told by John Riggs, a fer-

vant
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Randolph, the very man whofe lyes and clamours and mali-

cious unwearied Applications had the greateft influence in

the overthrow of our former Government.
All the Country round about now began to flock in, and

by the next day fome Thoufands of Horfe and Foot were
come in from the Towns Adjacent, to exprefs the unanimous
content they took in the AFdon, and offer their utmoft Affifl:-

ance in what yet remained for the compleating of it. The
obtaining of the Caflle was the main thing that yet called

for our cares ; but after fome ftomachful Relu6lances the

Late Governour gave Order alfo for the furrender of That ;^'^

and himfelf was by the people removed unto the Fort to be
kept as a Prifoner there. Thus was the Action managed

;

and through the Angular Providence of God, not one mans
Life was loft in the whole Undertaking : There was no
BloodfJicd, nor fo much as any Plunder committed in all the

A^ion ; and fetting afide the intemperate Speeches of fome
inconfiderable men (if there were any fuch) the people gene-
rally gave a Demonftration, That they defigned nothing but
the fecuring of fome great Malefadors, for the Juftice which
a courfe of Law would expofe them to, and they were loath

to treate them with any incivility beyond the bare keeping
of them in fufficient cuftody. No man underwent any Con-
finement, but fuch as the people counted the Enemies of the
Prmce of Orajige, and of our EngliJJi Liberties ; it was not
any paffion for the Service of Ike C/mrch of England, that

expofed any man to hardfliip ; no, even fome of that Com-
munion

vant of Andros, (Palfrey, iii. 586,) ^' Riggs denies that the Governor
that Randolph was feized with Andros

;
ordered'the delivery of the Caftle, but

and that when the Governor was afked that it was furrendered on a promife
to order the furrender of the fort, though that Andros and his friends fhould be
he refufed, Randolph complied, in mor- liberated; a promife not kept. Itfeems
tal fear of his life. As Randolph was indeed probable that where the foldier

to deliver the meffage as coming from would refufe, a civilian or fubordinate
Andros, this would make both accounts would yield to neceffity.

harmonize.
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munion did appear in their Arms to affifl: the enterprize

;

tho' the Worfliip of the Church of England had the difad-

vantage with us, that moft of our Late Oppreffors were the

great and fole Pillars of it there. The principal Delinquents
being now in durance, and the Frigat fecured for the Crown
of England, our main difficulty was yet behind : Namely
what Form we fliould put our felves into, that the Peace might
be kept among us.

A great part of the Country was for an immediate Re-
affumption of our old Government, conceiving that the
vacating of our Charter was a moft illegal and injurious

thing, and that tho' a Form of Law had caft us out of it,

yet we might now return to it at leaft as a Vamum Domi-
cilium. Others were of the Opinion, That fmce Judgment
was entred againft our Charter, and we did not know what
Confequence a wrong Jlep at this time might have, therefore

'twas beft for the Affairs of the Country to continue in the
Hands of a Committee for the Co7ifervation of the Peace^^ till

the daily expe6led Dire6lions from England fliould arrive

unto us. The latter Expedient was condefcended unto, but
the Sword yet continued in every man's hands, and for

divers weeks the Colony continued without any pretence to

Civil Govern7nent ; yet thro' the mercy of God, all things
were under fuch good Inclinations among us, that every man
gave himfelf the Laws of good Neighbourhood, and little or
nothing extravagant was all that while done, befides the
feizure of a few more perfons who had made themfelves
obnoxious to the Difpleafure of the People. The Gentlemen
of the Committee laid their Country under great Obligations
by their Studies for the Confervation of our Peace, and it

moftly confided of fuch as were ever worthy of our efteem.
It was made up of them whofe Hap 'twas to be in the Head
of the late A6tion ; but there were added unto them the

moft
^'^ For names of this Committee fee Vol. I, p. lo.

(199)



[I2]

mofl of our old Magiftrates, who had not fo far concerned

themfelves in the Affair. Our former Governour, the Hon-
ourable SiiJioii B^'adjlreet, Efq ; was Chofen by them for

their Prefident : Who tho' he be well towards Ninety Years
of Age, has his Intellcftnal Force hardly abated, but retains

a vigour and Wifdom that would recommend a younger man
to the Government of a greater Colony.

But when the Day which our ancient Charter appoints

for our Anniverfary EleBion drew near, our people grew
more and more fet upon a Return to the Bafis on which our

Charter formerly had placed us ; and of thofe who were thus

difpofed, fome were for an Ele^ioji on the proper Day

;

others judged that could not be fo honeftly attended, becaufe

a whole County in the Colony was too far to have a Vote in

it, and they therefore were for a Re-affumption the Day
following. Thefe Two Opinions, with a Third which was
for the continuing of their Committee jufl as it was, filled

the Country ; and very potent Numbers efpoufed each of

thefe three opinions : only we all agreed in joyful expedla-

tions of having our Charter reftored unto us. This Variety

of Apprehenfion was the occafion of much needlefs Dif-

courfe and of many Heart burnings that might as well have

been fpared. But the Towns on the Eighth and Ninth of

May fent in their Reprefentatives at the Defire of the Com-
7nittee to adjuft the matters that concerned a further Neceffary

Settlement ; and after many Debates and fome Delays they

came to this Temper : That our Ancient Magijlrates fhould

apply themfelves unto the Con/ervation of our Peace, and
exercife what a6ls of Goverjiment the Emergencies might
make needful for us, and thus wait for further Dire(ftions

from the Authority of England,
The Country being put into this pofture, all things tended

unto a good fettlement both q>{ Minds and Things; which
were again too much difturbed by a Fire, too juflly fear'd to

be
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be malicioufly kindled (by fome that made themfelves parties

to our Late Enemies) in the N *************** ^*

whereby Foitr Hoitfes were confumed, but perhaps more than
84 * # * * Thoufand Spirits inflamed into an Heat that was
hardly Governable. But our people being in a good meafure
again compofed, the World mov'd on in its old orderly pace,

until the lafl; week in May when two Ships arrived unto us

from England with more perfe6l News than we had yet been
owners of; the firft effe6l thereof was, our Proclaiming of

King William and Queen Mary, with fuch a Joy, Splendour,

Appearance and Unanimity, as had never before been feen

in thefe Territories. The other Colonies are now fettling

on their old Foundations ; and We, according to the Advice
now brought us, hafl;en to put our felves into fuch a condition

as may befl; anfwer the performance of our Allegiance to

their Majefties.

SIR,
This Relation of our State will doubtlefs give New-England

an interejl in the Prayers of all Good Men to whom you JJiall

Comjnti7iicate it : And Yours I hope will not be wanting for
the Wellfare of

Sir,

Bofton, June 6. Yotir Servant

1689. A. B.

Tl)c foregoing Account being rerg carefnllg anlr criticallg

^ifamimlr, bg MrerstJerg iUortljg an^ Jattljful Gentlemen,

teas a^ctfe^ to be |3nbUfl)c^ for tlje presenting of Falfe Reports

:

^x^ is to be 0oli) at tlje London-Coffee-Houfe.

^* The original is here defe6live.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

^ We have again to acknowledge our indebtednefs to John Carter Brown,
Efq., of Providence, for permiffion to tranfcribe this very rare and interefting

pamphlet.
The original edition is cited by Palfrey, and an imperfe6l copy is mentioned

by Stevens in his " Nuggets ;
" yet no copy is to be found in the Britifli Mufeum.

The title of the pamphlet explains its contents, and it is undoubtedly the ableft

vindication of the Andros Government in print. If we may attach any meaning
to the initials fubfcribed to the tra6t, we fhould be inclined to confider them as

reprefenting Colonel (or Captain) Dudley. Jofeph Dudley was one of thofe who
were fent to England to anfwer the charges againft them, and it feems highly

probable that as Palmer had publifhed his account, Dudley fliould alfo prepare a
flatement.

The internal evidence is in favor of this being the produ6lion of one thoroughly
converfant with all the details of the matters preceding the Revolution, and the

writer identifies himfelf with New-England in a manner which a ftranger would
hardly adopt. If it be urged that Dudley would not have ufed fo tranfparent a
difguife when he preferred not to fign his name, it muft be remembered that

entire concealment was imprafticable, though open confeffion might be injudicious.

We have ftill to regret our inability to trace the pamphlet " News from New-
England," to which this is a reply. The " Brief Relation of the State of New
England, {aiite, pp. 149-170,) which we have ventured to attribute to the pen of

Increafe Mather, contains nearly all the points anfwered in this jDamphlet. Still,

the differences are fufficient to make it certain that fome other publication

appeared, and as it will be noticed, this " News from New-England " is affigned

to Increafe Mather by the writer of " New England's Fa6tion."

We feel that no apology is needed for reproducing this traft, although it is fo

largely compofed of matter already incorporated in the preceding pamphlets.

We defire to bring together all the evidence that was fubmitted to the pubhc at

the time, and to furnifh ftudents with the materials on which to found a corre6l

judgment of the great revolution of New England.
In Mr. Brown's library there is a pamphlet of eight pages with the following

title :

" To the Right Reverend, and Reverend the Bifhops, and Clergy of the

Province of Canterbury, to be Affembled in Convocation at Weftminiter, A. D.
1690. The humble Petition of many Divines, and others of the Claffical, Con-
gregational, and other Perfwafions, in the Name of themfelves, and Brethren
both of Old England and New, who have been Witnefs to the Truth in the day
of Tryal."

This is evidently a Jacobite produftion, and has but one or two brief references

to New-England ; none worth repeating.



New-England's Faction Difcovered

;

O R,

A Briefand Trite Acconnt of theirPerfecti-
tion of the CImrch of England ; the Beginning and

Progrefs of the War ivith the Indians ;
and other

Late Proceedings there, in a Letter from
a Gentleman of that Cotintry to

a Perfon of Q^iality,

Being an Anfwer to a mof falfe and fcandalons Pamphlet

lately PublifJied ; Lntituled, Nezvsf^om New-England, &c.

Honourable Sir,

HO I have but very lately advifed you of my
Arrival, and given you fome fliort and general

Account of the State and Circumflance of Af-

fairs in New-England, at the time I left the

place ; which I thought might have been fuffi-

cient, until I fhould have the Honour to wait on you per-

fonally; but having had the view of a certain Pamphlet

lately Publiflied and Intituled News from New-Englafid &c,

pretending to give an Account of the Prefent State of that

Country, and finding the fame fo very fi61;itious, falfe and

fcandalous, publiflied out of a moft wicked defign to vilifie

and traduce fome Worthy Gentlemen, who have been better

Friends to our Country, than ever the obfcure Author
thereof
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thereof was, or knows how to be, and to amufe and perplex

others : I could not forbear out of my Zeal for truth, and the

love and value I have for the Peace and Welfare of my
Country, to give you the trouble of this Letter, to difcover

the falfenefs of the pretended News, and the bafenefs and
ignorance of the Author ; who without great difficulty may
eafily be gueffed at, and known by his fruits.

And therefore it may not be amifs to acquaint you, that

about two years fmce, one Mr. J. M. pretended Teacher of

the Gofpel in Bojlon, privately left that place and came for

London, where of his own authority, he fet up to be an
Agent for the Country, and ufed all the art and fubtilty he
could, during the Reign of King James, to indear the fame
into the affedion of F. Peters, Mr. Breni, and Nevil Pain,
undertaking as well for himfelf as us to fubfcribe to the

taking off the Penal Laws and Tefts, to fupport the Difpenf-

ing Power, and to fatisfie his own malice and prejudice

(without any ground or reafon) conceived againfl; the then
Government of Nezv-England.

This Man, as it was the opinion of moft fober and confid-

erate Men when I left New-England, fo I may very juftly

term the Author and Promoter of all our miferies, founded
upon apparent and wittingly devifed Lyes and Calumnies,
carried on under pretence of Zeal and Piety, infmuated into,

and impofed upon many of the common People, hurrying
them into mifchiefs arid inconveniencies now fufficiently

feen, felt, and repented of; Him therefore, I will conclude
the author of the before-mentioned Pamphlet; the falfities

whereof I fliall now plainly and briefly dete6t, to prevent

your felf and others being impofed upon by him, as many of

my Countrymen and others have too lately been.

And in the firfl: place I cannot omit to take notice of his

pofitive confidence to charge a Commiffion granted in due
form under the Great Seal of Engla7id, for the Government

of
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of one of Their Majeflies Plantations, Illegal and Arbitrary

;

and that Government a Tyranny, which was by virtue thereof

exercifed with a thoufand times more juftice and lenity, than

when under the pretended Charter, Adminiflration or Com-
monwealth Difcipline, without any Authority for the fame
whatfoever ; if the Author had been but as well acquainted

with the Law, as he was with the Declaration he refers to

(and no doubt was the firft contriver of) he would have been
of another judgment, or at leafl have conceal'd it until the

Opinion of his Superiors had been given therein.

2. That the War with the Indians was begun, as the

Author there relates, or that it was ever affirmed by the

Indians, that they were encouraged thereto by Sir E. A. is

wholly falfe; for in the Summer 1688, when Sir E. A. went
to receive and fettle the Province oi New-York, then annexed
under his Government, it fo happened, that a Party of about
Nine French Indians fell upon an Indian Plantation at a

place called SpeBacle pond, near Springfield, on Conne£licoU

River, and kill'd and carried away about Nine Indians, and
after coming to a fmall \'^illage on that River called North-

field, they killed fix Chriftians, and being purfued, fled ; the

noife of thefe Murthers foon fpread throughout the Country,

and notice was given thereof to all the Frontier or Out-parts,

advifmg them, to be vigilant and careful to prevent Surprize

by any ftrange or fufpe6led Indians ; and foon after this news
came to Saco, (a Town and River in the Province of Mai7te

above three hundred miles diftant from the places before-

named, called by that name) Five Indian Men, and Sixteen

Women and Children, who had always lived and planted on
that River, were feized on, and fent by Water to Bofion,

fome of whom were fo old and feeble that they were forced

to be carried when afliore, on others backs. On their arrival

at Bofion, the Lieutenant Governor and thofe of the Council

there, examined into the caufe of feizing thofe Indians and
fending
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fending them thither; but finding that no Caufe was fent

with them, nor any ground or reafon to hold them in Cuftody,

they returned them to the place from whence they came, to

be let at liberty ; but before they arrived there, the Englifli

near thofe parts were got to their Arms and Garrifons:

Other Indians of Ambrofcoggen and Kcnebcqiie River, hear-

ing that thofe of Saco were feized and fent away, forthwith

furprized as many of the Englijh in Cafcobay and Kenebeque

River, faying, they intended no harm, but would keep them
until the Indians were returned : Upon the Arrival of the

returned Indians, they were fent unto, and a day and place

agreed upon when both the EngliJJi and Indians were to be

fet at liberty, and all to be compofed ; but the Indians not

coming at the time appointed, the E7igliJJi waited not for

them, but were not long gone ere they came, and by an

EngliJJi Man and two hidia^is, fent a Letter to the next

Garifon, Importing their readinefs to deliver up the E^tgliJIi,

and to make fatisfadion for any hurt or fpoil done by them
;

who from that Garifon were Fired upon and ill treated, and

not feeing how what they expeded could be anfwered, fome

of them difcover'd other EngliJJi Men on a Neck of Land
near the place appointed to meet at, and endeavouring to

feize fome of them, were engaged in a Skirmifli where five of

the EngliJJi were killed and feveral of the Indians wounded,

who prefently after In rage killed two of the EngliJJi captives.

In this manner, and no other was the War begun; where-

upon two Troops of Soldiers were raifed, and fent to the

affiftance of thofe parts againfl; the Indians, with Provifion

and Ammunition neceffary, by thofe of the Council at BoJlo7i,

and the Vidians firfl mentioned to be taken, were again fent

back and Imprlfoned ; and all in the abfence of Sir E. A.
Upon his arrival at BoJlo7i and being Informed of the above,

and that fuch India^is were In Prifon, a Committee of the

Council was appointed to examine and fee what Grounds or

Caufe
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Caufe there was for their Commitment or Detainer ; and the

Committee reporting they could find none, thofe Indians

were by order of Council fet at liberty, to be fent to the

place from whence they were brought if they defired it ; As
for the mifchief faid to be fuftained by the Inhabitants there,

it cannot be imputed to thofe Indians, for it was either done

while they were in cuftody, or fince the Rebellion and Sub-

verfion over the Government, from whence begins the date

of our Miferies ; and I have jufl reafon to believe, the Author

was too far concerned therein, as is evident by his dire(5ling

of his Letters to Simon Bi^oadp-cd, Efq : , Governor of the

Maffat/mfds &c, before it was poffible for him to know that

he was fo, or could have any ground to believe he would be,

unlefs he had contrived or direcfled it

3. There was no endeavours ufed to keep the People

ignorant of Affairs in England, nor were any Imprifoned

for difperfmg the Prince's Declaration ; which was never

publickly feen or known to be in New-England, till fome
time after the Infurredion: Tho I have heard, that one

Wi7iJlow arriving at Bojlon from Nevis, about the beginning

of April 1688, and pretending to fliew to feveral perfons a

Written Copy of the faid Declaration, was fent for before a

Juftice, and being examined about the faid writing, denyed

he had any fuch thing ; and behaving himfelf contemptu-

oufly, he was committed to Prifon ; and the next Morning,

producing the fame paper to the Juftice, he was difcharged

without any further trouble or proceeding; and this was all

that was aded in New-England, relating to the Prince of

Oranges Declaration; fo that there was no grounds or

reafons to ftir up the People to Sedition, but only the ambi-

tious defires and wicked inclinations of their former Popular

Magiftrates and Members, to fet up their old Arbitrary

Commonwealth Government, that freeing themfelves from

the Authority of England, they might without fear of punifh-

ment,
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ment, break all the Laws made for the encouragement and
increafe of the Navigation of E7igland, and regulating and
fecuring the Plantation Trade, as is fufficiently evident by
the feveral Veifels fmce arrived from Holland, Scotland,-

Nezvfoundland, and other places prohibited by the A6ls of

Trade and Navig^ation.

And that fuch was their defign, to rend themfelves from
the Crown of England, will appear by the free and open
confeffion of fome well knowing in that Confpiracy; who
have fmce declared (before Witneffes of undenyable truth

now here in E7igland) that the defign of feizing upon Sir

E. A., and fubverting Kingly Government in New-E7igland
had been long contrived and refolved on, and was to have

been done the beginning of yamiary 1688; and that thofe

concerned in the late Revolution were then to have a(51ed

the like parts, at which time there was no account of the

Prince of Oranges intention of coming into England known
in that Land.

4. It cannot be faid that ever any unlawful Levies of

Money were made upon the Subje6l under the Government
of Sir E. A., for all that was raifed in his time was by virtue

of a Law made and pradifed for about Fifty Years before,

which was continued and confirmed by exprefs command
under the Great Seal of England, for fupport of the Govern-

ment, and was but a Rate of one Penny in the Pound, to be

annually collefled by Warrant from the Treafurer; which
thofe who lately affumed the Government have fo far

exceeded, that for about Six Months management, they

have caufed feven Rates and an half to be levied ; and I

have fmce advice that they have ordered Ten Rates more to

be exa6led.

5. By the A(5lings and Proceedings of thefe A^eiv-England

Reformers, it is eafily to be feen, what regard they had to

Religion, Liberty and Property ; having now had the oppor-

tunity
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tunity to make themfelves PeiTecntors of the Church of

England, as they had before been of all others that did not

comply with their Independency, whom they puniflied with

Fines, Imprifonment, Stripes, Banifliment, and Death ; and
all for matters of meer Confcience and Religion only: The
Church of England, altho commanded to be particularly

countenanced and encouraged, was wholly deflitute of a

place to perform Divine Service in, until Sir^. ^. by advice

of the Council, borrowed the new Meeting-houfe in Bofton
for them, at fuch times when others made no ufe of it, and
afterwards promoted and encouraged the building of a New
Church for that Congregation, to avoid all manner of Offence

to their diffenting Neighbors, which was foon compleated
and hniflied at the particular charge of thofe of the Church
of England ; whofe number daily increafmg, they became
the envy as well as hatred of their Adverfaries, who by all

ways and means poffible, as well in their Pulpits as private

Difcourfe, endeavoured to afperfe, calumniate, and defame
them ; and fo far did their malice and bigotry prevail, that

fome of them openly and publickly hindered and obftru6led

the Minifter in the performance of the funeral Rites, to fuch

as had lived and dyed in the Communion of the Church of

England: And a moffc fcandalous Pamphlet was foon after

Printed and Publhhed by Cotton Mather^^ Son of the before-

mentioned y. M., intituled " the unlawfulnefs of the Common-
prayer Worfliip," wherein he affirms and labours to prove
the fame to be both Popery and Idolatry ; and feveral fcan-

dalous Libels both againft the Church and Government,
were fpread and fcattered up and down the Country, infmu-

ating into the Common People, that the Governor and all of

the Church of England were Papifls and Idolaters, and to

flir

^'^ We fufpetl that the writer was mif- this fubjecl, and the fecond edition of
taken in giving Cotton Mather the credit his pamphlet was pubHllied in London
of this book. Increafe Mather wrote on in 1689. (See Vol. i, p. 180, note.)

(211)



[lo]

flir them up to Fa6lion and Rebellion, for which the faid

Cotton Mather and others were bound over to anfwer accor-

ding to Law, but was fuperfeded by their Infurreclion. And
the Juftices having iffued their Warrant for the obfervation

of the 30///. of January purfuant to Statute, the fame was
called in and fuppreffed by Captain Waite Winthorp, one of

the Council, who in the Commotion appeared the chief Man
and Head of the Faction againfl; the Government, which he

twice fwore to maintain and fupport, and tho at the time of

the Revolution moft of the Principal Officers in the Govern-

ment were of the Independent and Prefbyterian Party, yet

their malice and fury was not fliewn to any of them, but

only ufed and exercifed againft thofe of the Church of ^7?^-

land, whom (as well the Governor as other Officers of the

Government, and principal Members of that Church) they

feized and moft barbaroufly Imprifoned.

The Church it felf had great difficulty to withftand their

fury, receiving the marks of their indignation and fcorn, by
having the Windows broke to pieces, and the Doors and
Walls daubed and defiled with dung and other filth, in the

rudeft and bafeft manner imaginable, and the Minifter for

his fafety was forced to leave the Country and his Congre-

gation, and go for England ;^'' the Perfons Imprifoned were

kept and detained without any Warrant, Ulittumis or caufe

fliewn, and feveral of them had their Offices and Houfes

broke open, their Goods and Eftates taken away, fpoiled and

embezelled : and when application was made to the new
affumed Authority, for the benefit of the Habeas Co7'pus

A61, and other Laws made for the Liberty of the Subje6l

and fecurity of their Property, the fame was denyed with

this reafon given amongfl others afterwards there publiflied

in

" Greenwood (Hiftory of King's cliffe. He left previous to July 27,

Chape], p. 44,) does not allude to a'ny 1689, as the expenfes of his voyage

enforced departure of the Re61or, Rat- were then paid by the Church.
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in Print ; that till the unhappy time of Sir Edmund's Gov-

ernment, the Laws of England were never ufed, nor any

Habeas Corpus granted in Ncw-Englaiid, and therefore not

to be expecled then ; and about Ten Weeks after their

Confinement, feveral of the Chief Officers were by the

Houfe of Reprefentatives voted not bailable, for no other

caufe or pretended Crimes than for being imployed by the

Crown, having therein fo faithfully and truly behaved them-

felves that none could juftly lay any Crime to their Charge.

By this means many fullered Ten Months Imprifonment

and others lefs, being turn'd in and out of Goal as the

Arbitrary pleafure of their New Rulers fliould be verbally

known : In their new Ere6led Courts they have publickly

declared, they have nothing to do with the Laws oi England,

and feveral of Their Majefties Subje6ts have not only been

Fined and Imprifoned by the Arbitrary Will of the Magif-

trates, without any lawful Tryal by a Jury of their Peers as

the Laws of the Land dired, but for pretended Crimes

fentenced to Death, without any lawful Authority or Legal

Form of proceedings, and fome of them Executed.

6. It is very true, that fmce the Imprifonment of the

Governor and alteration of the Government in Neiv-England,

the whole County of Cornwall, great part of the Province

of Maine, and part of the province of Neiv-hainpjliire, are

over-run and deftroyed by the Eidians ; but the occafion

thereof has been by that Infurrecftion, and the withdrawing

of the Forces left in thofe Parts by Sir E. A. and deferting

the Garifons there, which was alfo the lofs of the Fort at

Pemaquid and above three Hundred of His Majefly's Sub-

je6ts there ; and, notwithflanding the Malice of the Author,

cannot be the leafl imputation on Sir E. A., who during the

time of his Government kept the whole Dominion from

injury, fave what was done at firft by furprizal ; as by every

honefl man will be confeffed ; for what was done in releafmg

the
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the Indians before mentioned was not an Ad of Favour but

Juftice, nor done by him alone but with advice of the Coun-
cil, and I can fee no reafon why either Indians or EngliJJi

fliould be Imprifoned or Reftrained of their Liberty without

fufficient caufe, or why if one Indian commits an Offence, all

muft be blamed or puniflied for it, tho they are things to often

ufed and pra6lifed by our old Charters in Ahiv-England.

Neither were the numbers or quality of thofe Indians

capable of doing fuch mifchief, tho the follies and madnefs
of the People fince the Revolution have encouraged and
provoked many to be their Enemies, and increafed their

numbers, and no doubt given the French fair advantages to

come into their affiflance.

The Fort of Pemaqind was burnt by the Indians, and the

Guns fometime after fetched from thence, by fome of the

Forces fent from Bojion and brought thither by them, fo that

what is mentioned about the DiUck Privateer is wholly falfe.

7. As to the pretended bloody Plght faid to be between the

iEngiiJJi and Indians, it was only after this manner : A Party

of about three hundred Englijh and F'riend Indians, under

the command of Captain Benjamin Church, being over-night

landed at a Town called Falmouth in Cafcobay, in the Pro-

vince of Maine, the next Morning early, a Party of Indians

of about two hundred came to attack that place, who meet-

ing with Anthony Brackett and his two Sons going to his

Farm a little diftant from the Town, they Fired and Killed ^^

them,

^^The account of this tranfadion is wrote, " We know not yet what damage
given by Church in liis H'rtory of King we did to the enemy in our lad engage-

Philip's War, &c. (Dexter's edition, ment, but feveral things that they left

ii, 16-28.) It feems that Capt. Anthony behind them on their flight we found
Erackettwaskilled, but his fons efcaped. yellerday, which was gun-cafes and
Church's account fully confirms the flockings and other things of fome value,

Itatement that our troops had to ham- together with other figns that make us

mer their bullets into ilugs, and thus think we did them conliderable dam-
loft valuable time. He reported eleven age." The writer of the text might
killed and ten wounded, of whom three therefore fairly fay, that it was not

died. As to the Indian lofs, Church known that one Indian was killed.
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them, and by that alarmed the place ; and thereupon a Party

was fent to difcover, who advifed what they were, and that

they were very near the Town ; the whole number of Men
being all called together had Ammunition delivered them,

but by reafon of the unfizablenefs of their Guns and Shot,

they were forced to beat their Bullets into Slugs, which
made it late before they could March to the Enemy, who in

the mean time had the opportunity to poft themfelves advan-

tageoufly behind Fences, Hedges, Old Trees, &c. and in

that manner they engaged ; and after about two hours

difpute the hidians retreated into a fmall fwamp, and our

Forces left them with the lofs of Eleven Men and Seven
wounded, of which Five after dyed ; but it was not known
that one Indian was killed : and this is all we can brag of in

that Service, which was only fortunate in that the Forces

were there when the Indians came to attack the Place, which

elfe probably they would have carried ; tho it's believed had
our Forces been ready to have attacked and purfued the

Enemy, fome greater advantage might have been gained

;

but by late Advice I am informed that Place is alfo deferted.

There is little dependence on thofe we call our Friend

Indians, for they are as great Strangers in the Eaflern

Country as the Englijli, and will not travel or venture farther

than they, tho being ufed to the Woods, may be quicker

fighted to difcover the Enemy. You may perceive the fiery

Zeal of the Author and his Correfpondent, who will not

admit of a charitable Expreffion or Charader of his fuffering

Neighbours, but after they have been the caufe of all their

Miferies and Ruine, muft exped no other comfort from them
than to be accounted and termed Heathenifli Engli/Ji Plan-

tation ; for which I cannot conceive any reafon, unlefs that

many in thofe parts have been differently educated from

thofe of Bojion, and are of the Church of England, whofe

Forefathers for that caufe only were forced to remove fo far

to
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to efcape the lafli of their Perfecutors in the Maffatht{fets

Colony,

8. We have no reafon to brag of our Armies Purfuit after

the Enemy, for it was never known that any Party laft

Summer went twenty Miles from our Settlements (or Place

where they had done us mifchief ) after them, neither accor-

ding to the methods taken would it avail if they had ; for

tho they knew the Indians are in Arms, and taking all the

Opportunities to attack and deflroy them, yet no fuitable

Provifion was made for our out-Towns and Frontiers for

their Security and Defence ; but after Advice given to

Bofton of a Town or Settlement being burn'd and deftroyed,

in about a Fortnights time an Army or Party of about two

or three hundred Men would be fent to the Place to fee if it

were true or not, and whether the Indians did not (lay for

their coming ; which Army of ours ufually abide there-

abouts till they have eaten and confumed what ftock of

Cattle or Sheep the Indians had left, and then return home
again.

That any Captives, efcaped from the Indiajis, affirm that

the Indians fay they are encouraged by fome Gentlemen in

BoJlo7i vigoroufly to profecute the War, is mere Invention

and a moil; falfe and groundlefs Imputation, unlefs by fuch

Gentlemen in Bofton are meant Fojler and Waterhoujef^ two

of their own Party, who being of the Confpiracy to fubvert

the Government, fometime in March, about a month before

the fame was put in Execution, loaded a Brigantine with

Provifion and Ammunition at Bojlon, and entered her for

Bermudoes, but fent her to the Eaflward amongfi; the French

and Indians then in actual War with us, and furniflied and
fupplied them therewith, when the Governor and the Forces

were out againft them and had reduced them to the greateft

want

^'Thefe were probably John Fofler and David Waterhoufe, both figners of

the Declaration againft Andros.
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want and neceffity both for Proyifion and Ammunition ; and

foon after the Revolution that Veffel returned from thofe

Parts with her Loading of Bever and Peltry, which was

publickly known and talked, but no notice taken thereof,

the grievous effedls of which the Country well knows, and

are very fenfible thereof

The two Captives that laft efcaped and came to Bojlon,

related, that by the Service done by Sir E. A., the laft

Winter was Twelve-months, againft the ludiajis, they were

reduced to that neceffity both for Ammunition and Provifion,

that in the Spring following they refolved to come in and

furrender themfelves at Mercy, which they no doubt had

done accordingly, if the Revolution at Bojion had not hap-

pened, the Forces being drawn off from the Eaftern Parts,

Garrifons deferted, and they fupplied with Ammunition and

Provifion from BoJIon, which was the only encouragement

they had to renew and continue the War upon us, and has

much increafed the Numbers of our Enemies.

'T is true the Mohawks (tho a fmall) are a warlike Nation,

and have been long Enemies to the French in Canada, and

now in War with them ; but that no ways affects us in

New-England any otherwife than as it is fome Diverfion to

the French; for thofe Indians that war againft us are in a

diredl oppofite part of the Country, remote from them, and
can be fupplied from Canada, Port-Royal, and Nova Scotia,

altho thofe Mohawks endeavour to obftrud it ; and I could

never hear any Offer made by them to that purpofe, or that

they would engage againft our Enemies, for we never had

any Acquaintance or Correfpondency with them, to influence

them to our Affiftance, they being very remote from Bojion,

and always under the Government of TV^-ztz-l'i^r/' ; but I have

been informed by Letters from Perfons of good credit at

Albany, that when the Agents fent from Bojion to treat with

the Mohaivks and renew their Peace and Friendfliip with

them
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them and defire their Affiftance, propofed the fame, the

Mohawks repHed, That it was unneceffary for them to come
fo far to renew their Peace, fmce it was to the Indians

Knowledge there had been no War between them, and that

they had not only by Words but by Adion, manifefted their

good Heart to the EngliJJi, particularly to New-England,
fmce they had by means of the Government of New-York
engaged themfelves in the lafl Indian War for their Intereft,

againft the Indians their Enemies, by which much Chriftian

blood was faved, altho but little notice of their Service has

been taken by thofe who had the benefit thereof: that they

were then in War againft the French, and would not increafe

the number of their Enemies until they certainly knew that

thofe Eaftern Indiajis affifted the French againft them. This
is the fum and truth of that Negotiation which coft us above

four hundred Pounds Expence ; and what Advantage or

Credit we are like to get thereby, all Men may judge.

We of New England (I find) are too apt to boaft of what
we neither underftand nor have any affurance of, and build

too much on miftaken Notions and falfe Grounds, as in this

Cafe of the Indians.

9. The Story about the Mohawks, Jefuits, and Eclipfe of

the Sun, has not been heard of or aded in any part of

New-Englaftd, but as I am informed, is an old Story taken

out of fome Hiftory of the Spanifli Indies, and only inferted

by the Author to enlarge his ftrange News, and fill up his

Paper.

But it muft be admitted, that with thofe Mohawks and
other hidians feveral French Priefts and Jefuits have dwelt

and inhabited, and endeavoured to propagate their Religion

amongft them, which is more than any of our EngliJJt Priefts

or Teachers have done ; for altho by the Piety of our Fore-

fathers confiderable Sums of Money have been given, and a

Corporation ere61ed for the Evangelizing of the Indians in

Neiv-Engla7id,
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New-England, a very fmall progrefs hath been hitherto made
therein ; and now fcarce any Endeavours or proper Means
ufed at all for their Converfion, the large Sums of Money
are annually fent over and difpofed of amongft the Brother-

hood on that pretence, which the Government or thofe

chiefly concerned therein, would do well to enquire after,

now there are fo many of that Country here, capable to give

an Account thereof, that fo good and pious an Undertaking
may be neither negle6led nor perverted.

lo. It is too true, that great Devaftations have been made
in Neiu-England by the Indians fmce the Revolution there,

which thofe that fubverted their Majefties Government have

been and are the fole occafion of; and that the Fort of

Pemaquid, a confiderable Frontier next the French, hath

been taken, the whole County of Cornwal, greateft part of

the Province of Maine, and part of the Province of Hamp-
Jliire, are deftroyed and deferted, befides other Mifchiefs in

the MaJfathufeU Colony within thirty Miles of BoJlo7t ; the

lofs and damage of all which when I left New-England, was
not computed at lefs than one hundred thoufand Pounds,

befides the lofs of above three hundred of their Majefties

Subje(5ls, and the whole Fifli, Mad and Lumber Trade, and
all Out-parts forced to Garrifons.

But that fo confiderable a Force (as is pretended) was fent

out againfl the faid Indians is a Mifmformation ; for there

was not one Man fent from Conne6licott lafl Summer, nor

had they refolved to be concerned in the War, tho much
perfuaded thereto by thofe of the Maffathufets : and when
I left thofe Parts and for fome Months before, there was not

a Soldier out ; and they have reafon enough to apprehend
an Attack from the Freiuh as well as Indians, in the Spring,

fo foon as the Rivers are open and the Snow of the Ground;
which (by their prefent ill Management, want of Authority,

and the many Divifions amongft them) they will not be in a

pafture
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poftiire to refift, nor to defend and fecure themfelves and
Country.

II. I did hear before I left New-England, that about
fixty Men were ordered to march iox Albany from the feveral

Towns on Conne^icott River ; but whether they were to

affift thofe of Albany againft the French, or to reduce them
under the Subje(5lion of that Rebel Lejlier (who by the evil

Infligation of thofe of Bojlon and Conncflicott had ufurped

the Government oi Nezv-York, which thofe oi Albany always

refufed to fubmit to, but continued as they were) was a great

Queftion, and can only be known by their Fruits and Service.]

The bafe imputation, which the unworthy Author of the

fcurrilous Paper would caft on Sir E. A. and other Perfons

concerned in Their Majefties Government, I think are not

worth my taking any particular notice of, fmce both his and
their A(51ions do plainly fhew them of whom he fo fpeaks to

be Faithful and Loyal Subje(fls: And from the whole fcope

of proceedings in New-England it is moft plain that the late

Subverters of the Government had no manner of regard to

Their Majefties Intereft or Service, but when they had as

far as poffible ruined and deftroyed the fame, thought them-
felves obliged to endeavour their own Security and Preferva-

tion, which if His Majefty doth not fpeedily help by fettling

of the Government and giving them further affiftance from
hence, they are not in a condition to maintain, but will

endanger the lofs of the whole Country. As is evident by
the further late advice we have of the French and Indians
Incurfions upon thofe parts, the lofs of ScheneHade a confid-

erable frontier Town near Alba7ty, and of feveral fettlements

on Pifcataqua River, with about two hundred more of Their
Majefties Subje61s killed and carried away Captives, and the

feveral other Parties of French and Indiajis we hear are out,

deftgned to fall on other parts of that Country, and feared

n Albany it felf

This
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This Sir, is the true tho miferable Condition of that

Country, as can be particularly made [to] appear whenever
it fliall be inquired into, and muft pray your Affiftance to

endeavor a Redrefs of its prefent inconveniences, and that

we may obtain their Majefty's favour for a happy fettlement,

that fo confiderable a Dominion on the profperity of which
depends the Welfare of Their Majefty s other Wcjt-India

Plantations, may not be ruined and deftroyed for want of

Their Gracious Protedlion. Begging your Pardon for this

tedious difcourfe, I prefume to fubfcribe my felf

Honoured Sir,

Your Moft Humble Servant,

C. D.

L O ND O jV,

Printed for y. HindviarPi, at the Sign of the Golden Ball,

over againft the Royal Exchange in Coriikill. 1690.
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REASONS for the Confirmation of
the Charters belonging to the feveral

Coi^porations in New-England.'"

THE firfl Planters in that American Defart,

did without putting the Crown to a Penny
charge, inlarge the Kings Dominions, in

Confidence that not Themfelves only, but

their Pofterity fliould enjoy thofe Priviledges which by their

Charters were affured to them. Now when they have per-

formed their part, and been at vaft Charges, whereby the

Crown and the EnglifJi Nation have been many wayes
advantaged, it will feem an hard Cafe, that thofe Priviledges

fhould be taken from their Children. Nor may we fuppofe

that in the Dayes of K. William, They fliall be deprived of

what was granted to them by K. James and K. Charles I.

and continued to them by K, Charles II. untill the laft year

of his Reign.

Reas, 2. To deprive the People there of their ancient

Rights and Priviledges by their Charters belonging to them,

is to a6l contrary to His prefent Majeflies gracious Inclina-

tions.

9» A fimilar Paper of Reafons, alfo | of the
|
CHARTER

|
Belonging to

covering four pages, was publifhed by the
|
Maffachufets Colony

|

in
|

New-
the Maffachufetts agents. It is headed England.

|
The variations are given

REASONS
I

for the
|
Confirmation in the following notes.
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tions. For his Majefly when Prince of Ora7ige, in his

Declaration affures us, that He defigned to feciLve to the

whole Nation the free Enjoyment of all their Laws, Rights
and Liberties. And in His Majefties Letter bearing date

Auguft 12*!' 1689. to thofe who at prefent adminifter the

Government in the Maffachufets Colony, his Majefty is gra-

ciouily pleafed to fignifie to them, that the Government there

fJiall be fettled fo as fJiall be to the fatisfaflion of LLis Sub-
jects in that Colony. And this was written in Anfwer to

their humble Addrefs, praying that their ancient Govern-
ment by Charter might be reftored to them ; nor will any
thing elfe fatisfie the generality of the Inhabitants, as is

manifeft by the unanimous Declaration of the Convention
there, publiflied at Boflon in Nezv-England, May 24. 1689.

As alfo by the feveral Addreffes which fmce that have been
humbly prefented to the Majefty from the feveral Colonies
in New-Engla7id. Some that know the Temper of that

People, do confidently affirm, That there is not one in an
hundred amongft the Inhabitants of that Territory, which
does not dehre that their Government by Charter might be
continued by them : If the King fliall pleafe to gratifie them
therein, They will chearfully Expofe themfelves and all that

is dear to Them in this World, to ferve his Majefty. But if

their former Rights and Priviledges be with-held from Them,
it will caufe an univerfal diiTatisfa6tion and difcouragement
amongft them. Nor can any thing be thought of, that will

more Endanger their being ruin'd by the French, than the

taking from Them their Charter Liberties : As is manifeft

in that, when They enjoyed their Charters, they eafily fub-

dued their Enemies, but fmce that it has been otherwife.^^

Reas. 3.

91 Here the Maffachufetts copy adds, againft the French, than the Govern-
" Nor has any thing weakened their ments not being fettled there on its

hands more in their late Expeditions former Charter-Foundation."
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Reas. 3. The People of New-England have acquitted

Themfelves fo, as that we know not what more could have

been done by Them to manifeft their Loyalty to His prefent

Majefty:''^ For as foon as ever They heard that the Prince

of Orange was Landed in England, before they knew what
the Event of things would be, They Embarqued themfelves

in that glorious Caufe which the Prince declared for. And
they no fooner heard the Prince was King in England, but

they did with the greatefi: Alacrity proclaim Him their King
in New-England, and that before They had any Command
from the Court of England fo to do ; and the feveral Govern-

ments of New-Eiigland, have of late agreed to defend that

Territory for his prefent Majefly,^^ againfl all Enemies what-

ever.

Reas. 4. Onely one of the Charters belonging to the

feveral Corporations in New-England, was by any Judgment
againft them taken away, Viz. the Charter of the MaJJachu-

fets. As for the Colonies of Cone^icot and Rhoad-IJland, no
Judgment was Entred againft them : Only pretended Sur-

renders, of which there is no Record. And as for Plimouth
Colony (who plead Right to their Priviledges by Prefcription)

there was nothing to be alledged againft them : only their

ancient Rights and Priviledges were raviftied from Them.^^

But we are fure that His prefent Majefty will not confent

that thefe Colonies fliould have their Priviledges taken from
Them, whofe Charters were Never condemned, nor any
Legal Surrenders made ; and to take away one Charter

upon pretence of Forfeiture, when the other Three ^* remain
valid, will put the Territory into confufion ; efpecially con-

fidering,

Reas. 5.

'"'their prefent Majefties." MafTa- '^The word "Three" is omitted in

chufetts copy. the other verfion.
^^ This claufe about Plymouth Colony

is omitted in the Maffachufetts copy.
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Reas. 5. The Charter of the Maffachufets Colony was
Illegally wrefted from Them.^^ When the Qtio Warranto
was iffued out againft Them, in the Year 1683, the then

King did by his Declaration enjoyn a few particular Perfons

to make their Defence at their own Charge, without any
Help by a publick Stock ; which fliewed there was a Refo-

lution to take away that Charter: The Suit being let fall in

the Court oi Kings Bench, a new Suit began by Scire Facias

in Court of CJianccry, where Time was not allowed to make
a Defence. The Agent ^"^ of that Colony brought feveral

Merchants to Teftifiie, that in the time allowed (which was
from April \hQ i6th. till Jtine 18.) it was Impoffible to have

a^^ Letter of Attorney returned from New-England. The
then Lord Keeper North replyed. That no time ought to be

given,®^ in regard that all Corporations ought to have Attor-

neys in Court at all times, to appear for Them on all Occa-

fions. So was Judgment Entred againft Them before They
could plead for Themfelves.

Reafon 6. The Honourable Houfe of Commons in the

lafl Parliament, voted, That the taking away Charters from

New-Englafid, (as well as from the Corporations here in

England) was Illegal and a Grievance, and that thofe Char-

ters fliould be reflored.

Reas. 7.
^^ Since Charters were taken from the Corpora-

tions in Nezv-E7igland, the Crown of England has been put

to

^^ This claufe reads in the other copy, the report of Lord North's fpeech, omit-
" As for the Charter of the Majfachu- ting all about the neceffity of the attor-

fets Colony, it was thus taken from neys' being always in Court,

them." ^^ In place of thefe Reafons 7 and 8,

"" " The former Attorney of that Col- the Maffachufetts printed Memorial con-

ony."—Maffachufetts copy. eludes thus :

''^"a New Letter."— Maffachufetts '^ Reas. 7. It will be no Prejudice to

copy. the Crown, nor to the Kingdom of

^='The Mailachufetts copy flops here in England, but the contrary, if Charter-

Priviledges
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to charge to maintain the Government, which it never was
before. Nor has any advantage in the leaft accrued to the

Nation, or to the pubhck Revenue thereby, but the contrary.

Reas. 8. Their Charters make them dependent on the

Crown of England : And as an Acknowledgment thereof, a

fifth part of Royal Oar is the Kings. And they are by their

Charters bound not to make any Laws repugnant to the

Laws of England. And they did before the late Quo War-
rantds againft their Charter, Repeal the few Laws which
were thought to be fo. They are obliged to take the Oath
of Allegiance ; they obey all Acfts of Parliament which
concerns the Regulating of Trade. All Warrants are iffued

out in the Kin^s Name.

Priviledges be reftored, and Confirmed
to his Majefties Subjefts in New-Eng-
land. For tliey Pray for no Cliarter,

but what fhall make them depend on the

Crown, as the Corporations here in

Engiafid do : Nor to have any Laws
which fhall be repugnant to the Laws
in England. And in a particular man-
ner they are dellrous to comply with
the A6ls of Parliament for the encour-
agement of Navigation and Trade, and
that the TranfgrelTors thereof fliould be
Punifhed according to Law. Since
Charters were taken from the Corpora-
tions in A^ew-England^ the Crown of
England has been put to Charge to

maintain the Government, which it

never was before : Nor has any advan-
tage in the leaft accrued to the Nation
or the Publick Revenue thereby. His
Majefties Subjeds in New-England

have lately reduced the French in Acady
unto Obedience to the Crown of Eng-
land : If the like fhould be done in

Canada^ that would be worth Millions

to the EngliJJi Crown and Nation : not
only in re'fpecl: of the Bever-Trade, but
in that the Fifliery of thofe parts and of
New-found-land alio, would be entirely

in the hands of the EngliJJi, to the
great Encouragement of Trade, and the
increafing of EngliJJi Sea-men. If his

Majell:y fliall graciouHy pleafe to reftore

his Subjects in A^ew-England to their

ancient Priviledges, that will encourage
them a fecond time to attempt the re-

ducing of Canada, in which if they fhall

(as in Cafe they be affilled with Frigats
from England, in probability they ftiall)

have good fuccefs, a profitable and very
confiderable Addition will be made to

our Kinofs Dominions."



NOTE ON THE PRECEDING TRACT.

'™ Thefe Reafons are undoubtedly the work of Increafe Mather, fince in his

"Account of the Agents," hereafter reprinted in this volume, he writes: " Imme-
diately after this, the King began his Royal Voyage for Holland, untill whofe

Happy Return nothing could be effefted as to the Settlement of New- England.
In the mean time I drew up feveral Reafons for the Confirmation of Charter-

Priviledges to the Maffochufetts Colony, which I difperfed among the Lords of

his Majefty's moil: Honourable Privy-Council." The date of King William's

departure was the eighteenth of January, 1 690-1.

The Agents who may have been confulted in preparing thefe Reafons were

Mather, Afhurft, Cooke and Oakes for Maffachufetts. The Rev. Ichabod

Wifwall, though not formally accredited, a6led as the reprefentative of Plymouth
Colony. Rhode Illand was reprefented poffibly by Chriftopher Almy, and Con-

necticut by William Whiting. Still we have Mather's teftimony that he prepared

the Maffachufetts appeal, and on it that of the other Corporations is bafed

entirely.

We may perhaps here give a few particulars concerning Sir Henry Afhurft,

whofe fervices as Agent for the Colony were fo confiderable. This gentleman

was the fon of Henry Afluirft, of London, who was the third fon of Henry
Afliurft, the reprefentative of a family for many generations refident in Lan-

cafliire. Henry Afliurft, of London, was a merchant of confiderable fortune, and
one of the principal founders of the Society for Propagating the Gofpel in

Foreign Parts. He died in 1680, and of his four fons, one, Sir William Afhurft,

was Lord Mayor of London in 1693. The eldeft fon. Sir Henry Afliurft, was
created a baronet by James II. on the 21ft of July, 1688. He was for a long

time a member of Parliament, and was the intimate friend of Sir Robert Boyle.

Hutchinson (ii. 131) adds that "he was a zealous chlTenter, accompanied Mr.

Baxter when he was brought to his trial before a favage judge, was at the expenfe

of fees for his council, and after the trial led him through the crowd and con-

veyed him away in a coach." Afliurft and Conftantine Phips continued as Agents
from 1692 to 1702, but at the latter date Afliurfi; was difmilTed from his pofition

by his ungrateful conltituents. Hutchinson writes :
" The fending thefe ad-

dreffes to Phips was grievous to Afliurft. Although he had not very fliining

talents, yet being a member of parliament, having a great family intereft, and
being an honeft man and confcientious in the difcharge of his truft, he had been

very ferviceable to the province. He had however the fate of molt agents. As
foon as the party againft him found they were Itrong enough, they left him out of

the agency, and he made frequent complaints that they had flighted his fervices,

and neglected giving him an adequate reward." In 1710 the Colony tried unfuc-

cefsfully to prevail on his brother. Sir William, to accept the agency.

Sir Henry died at Watedtock, 13th April, 1710, and the title paffed to his only

fon. Sir Henry, who was married but died s. j). the 17th of May, 1732, when the

baronetcy became extinft. Frances, the only daughter of Sir Henry Afhurft,

married Sir Richard Allin, and their heirefs Diana m. her fecond coufm Thomas
Henry Afhurft, fo that there are now numerous defcendants bearing the name
and inheriting the blood of the friend of Maffachufetts Colony.
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THE PROEM
HE ScH of Publicans, being of late years iucreafed

to a immber, not only far exceeding iJiat of tJic

Rep2iblicans, biit, if yoit luill believe themfelves, to

a Multitttde beyond all others ; and fiich Sivarms

of thefe Lociifls appeai^ed among 2ts in the lafi

years of the Late King Charles, that the Trade grew very

lozv, ajtd the Craft was alniofi zuorn Thred-bare ; at leaf for
fuch as zvere not confiderable Proficients in the Proffion :

Therefore fonie of the zveaker Brethre7i began to look out for
Imploynient, and to think of Tranfporting themfelves fome-

zuhere elfe ; and after fome inquiry, they zvere told of New-
England : A Place, ivhere there fill dzvelt, {as they zvere

infojnned) fome Men of Confidence, and fiirezvdly fiifipefled to

be Republicans ; a fiort ofi People, zvhofie Intercfi and Princi-

ples is clearly contrary to that ofi the Publicans
; fior yoiir

Republicans are clearly fior keeping what they have; but

your Publicans are for taking it away.

Btit above all they tmderfiood, That the People ofi New-
England were grown exceeding Rich, and that, zvithoiit doubt,

they had been fio imployd in improving themfielves, as to have

little or no leifiure to fiudy Court-fiuggles, and little Tricks :

And therefiore like to be the eafier purchafie fior a parcel ofi

poor hungry Publicans. This was no fiooner knozvn, but the

Party difpatclid Mef/engers on purpofie to fiee ifi things zvere

fio : The Agents fioon perfiorined their Part, and broztght back

zvord,
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word. That the People of New-England were pojfejl of great
quantities of Republican Money, Old Puritan Lands, and
other Common-wealth Goods. Bnt the only difficulty was,
that though the fiinplicity of the People made them the eafier

to be inipofed 7tpon, as to the Paffive part : yet for the Aflive,

it made the zvork more difficult: for that fiinplicity and
plainnefs of the People was attended with a certain fort of
Dullnefs and Stupidity, which rendred them very incapable

of Learning the Arts of Lying, Cheating, Diffembling, a7id

Tricking, ivith foine other fundamental Principles of the

Publican Profeffwn.
Thus they faw it next to impoffible, to make any thing of a

Party in New-England, and zvithortt a confiderable Interefl

there, they found it hard to acconiplifi their e7ids, viz. To rob

one half by the Affiftance of the other.

Whilfi they found things thus in New-England, they began
to think offonie Meaftres here at home, where their Party
ivas become more confiderable and eminent. Wherefore they

propofed the doing that by a few, to which they could 7iot

perfwade great fiumbers : And that principally by the Affift-

ance of their Friends from hence; and therefore in the

Beginning, and very near the End of the late King James
his Reign, they corrupted a few, by the affiflance of whom, and
confiderable Supplies fro7n hence, they began their work.

Their firfi entrance was with the ufual Ceremonies of
FraiLd ajtd Deceit : But when they had gotten a little footing,

they laid afede their Mafk and fell to downright Violence.

In the firfi place, they afiembled all the 7noney, Ships, Goods,

Merchaiidizes, and other Common-wealth Co77i77iodities they

couldfi7id ; a7id C07ide7n7ied them to fuffer the ^ttiizofi Severities

of Law: A7id zvhe7i Moveables bega7i to fail the7n they fell

up07t the poor l7inoce7it LLoitfes a7id La7tds, although they had
bee7z gra7ited forever by the Ki7igs, James a7id Charles the

firfi, of Glorious Memory, who zae7^e far e7iough i7i reafo7i

f7^07n
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from being either Repnblicans or Puritans. But it fcems the

Jilly Lands, by fome milucky Accident or other, Jiave fince

changed their Religion.

Finally they foon convinced the New-Englifli-men, that tJid

it were not rcafonable for them to expefl that the Englifi

Liberties could fohovv them to the ends of the earth, asfome

of the Pubhcans ivere pleafed to exprefs it ; yetfo long as they

had any Common wealth Commodities remaining, the Tricks,

fuggles, and Defigns of the Publicans would never forfake
them.

But while they lucre thus bufe, and mojl of tJie Ricli men
gone, or going azuay, and tlie Poor not able to fay, things

began of a fidden to change the face in England, whe^'e the

old Publicans began to fcamper, and the young ones, being a

People commonly of good eafie and pliable Confciences, began

to turn with the times.

T/ie New-Englifli took the opportimity, and, as it were in a

Moment, laid afde the Publicans, fending a parcel of their

Ga7ig from zuhence they came. But fome of the Spaivn fill
remaining, aiid finding that though tlie alteration of the

Government in England was quite contrary to tlieir Intercft

and Principles, yet feeing it had more of the Block than the

Stork, tliey refolved to play upon it.

And the Party in England began tlieir ProjeH^s again, and
fent feveral Reprefentatives to Cottrt, among zvhicli thefollow-

ing Addrefs is 07ie of tJie vtofi Famotts.

But whilfi tlie Addrefs was a hammering out by tlie Mifer-
able Party in New-England, the Publicans here pofi over the

French Kings Succeffes, and the Addreffers being at the fame
time informed of the Difappointment at Canada : And tha^e-

fore betzveen Hope and Fear t/iey knew not zvJiat to do : To
fe7id a Reprefentation to King William and Queen Mary, tliey

thougJit by no means advifeable, co7ifidering their hopes that

Kijig James might be returned to England before its Arrival,

and
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and then their dear Loyalty might be called in Quejlion : And
to France they con-Id not conveniently fend one, becaufe the

Commerce was Jiopt, and they had no 7noney to pay for
Exprcffes, and therefore they refolved tipon an Addrefs with a
JMental Refervation in the Belly ont, For which King yon
Pleafe ; only they refolved to do it, and word it fo, that if
King James zue7'e indeed co?ne back, theyfionId have no diffi-

C7ilty to perfwade that it was wholly a7id only intended for
him ; andf1021Id it happen otherzvife, and that King William
and his Miniflcrs fiould trouble themfelves to find oict the

Trick, they did not queftion but the Party i?i England had
Impudence enough to perfwade the Government, and fcciire

them.

Stand clear, here comes the Addrefs.

To the King's moft Excellent Majefty,

THE
Humble Addrefs of divers of the Gentry, Merchants and others.

Your Majeflies mod Loyal and Dutiful Subjeds, Inhabiting in Bojiony

CJiarkJlow7i, and Places adjacent, within Your Majeflies Territory and

Dominion of New-England, in America.

In Mod Humble Manner Sheweth,

\ha t 7nany of tis in our late Hu^nble Addrefs, prof
trated our felves at Your Royal Feet, and fliould

zvith all Silence and Humility have waited Your
Royal Will and Pleafire, did not Your Majcftys

hiterefl and our peace and fafety at this day, more urgently

enforce tis tofpread before Your Sacred Majejly, the deplorable

Efiate
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EJIate and Condition of this Your Territory and Dominion.

The late Revolution dividing the /aid Territory into ten

Parts or Colonies, viz. Pemaquid, Province of Main, New-
Hampfliire, MalTachufetts, Plymouth, Rhoad-Ifland, King's

Province, Conne6licut, New-York, «72rtfEafl:^7^^ Weft Jerfyes,

thereby much debilitating each other, and giving g7''eat advan-

tages to our Enemies, the French and Indians ; and many
hundj^eds of Your Majejiies Siibjefis Murthered and Capti-

vated: Pemaquid, all the Province of Mciin,fave three Towns,

and Senecdeka in the Colony of New-York, the Frontier

Town of Canada aiid Inlet to New-England, being fince

defiroyed : Some Depredatioiis made upon New-Hampftiire

and the Maffachufets, and all other the otit-Tozvns in immi-

nent danger, and Your Majcfiies poor Stcbjefls there in great

Dijlreffes and Fears, being expof'd to the Rapine and Cruelty

of the Enemy, whenever attackt by them.

That an Expedition zvas made by fome of Your Alajeflies

SubjeBs in the Maffachufets Colony agaijtfi the French at

Port-Royal, whofirrenderd themfelves upon Articles ; but no

care taken to preferve the fame for Yotir Majeflies fei'vice,

little An7ioyance given to the Eneiny by that, or any other

Ejitcrprize hitherto eiigagcd in.

That an Agreement was made by thofe ivho prete^id to

Govcim Your Majefliesfaid Colonies, to make an Attack np07i

the French at Canada ; To which end New-York and Con-

ne6licut Colonies were to raife and fend by Land, of the

Englifti and Five Nations of the Indians 2000 Me7i : And
Your Majeflies Colonies of the Maffachufets and Plymouth,

were to Equip a Navy by Sea of 2,'2- Sail, and 2200 Soiildiers

and Marriners, which {ivitho2tt Your Royal Commiffion or

Order) was accordingly done. But the La7id Forces fail'd of
their performance ; aitd the Navy ferit to Quebeck being

defeated, the whole Defign was frii/lrated, to the almofl Riiine

and Deftru£lion of Your Majeflies SubjeH^s here, being fet

forth
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fo7'th at a va/i Expciice, zvhich bcfidcs the former heavy Taxes,

witI leave, even the Maffachufcts Colcny {as we CGnjeflu7'e) in

further Arj'ears of at leafi 50 coo/. Alany of Your poor
SiibjeHs alfo being cicfrayed- by the Enemy, and Dead by

Dijiempei^s and Difeafcs happening among them in the faid
Expedition.

1/iat by Reafon of the ivant of Government fettl'd by

Your Majefty, the Divifions and Strifes at New-York, thro

the Arbitrary Impofitions and Exorbitant proceedings of the

pretended Government there, are rifen to fiich a Eleight that

Your Subjefis in that Colony have lately taken up Arms one

againfl another, arcd fome Blood is already fpilt ; which will

further zveaken your Majefiies poor Subjefts, and greatly

encouA'age tlie Enemy, whofe Return upon us by La^id, a?id

Men of War f'-om France by Sea in the Spring, we have
great Reafo7i to fear : IV/iom to reff, thro want of Your
Majcjlies Government, as alfo of Arms and Amnninition to

defend our felves, we fJiall be bitterly incapeu:itated for.

DREAD SOVERAIGN,
We Your Peer, Loyal, Diflreffed Subjccls, therefore Iiumbly

fupplicate Your Royal Favour to be extended towards 7is, in

Commiferating our Lamentable Eflate, and that Yo2i will be

gracioufly pleafea to take tis into Y^our immediate Care and
Prote^ion, and fend us fich fpeedy Relief and Affflance as

in Your Princely Wifdom fiall feem mcfl meet, to five us

and ours, together with Your JMajcfies IvJercfl in thefe Parts

fi'om Total Ruine :

And your mofi: obedient and Loyal Subjecls, as in all

Duty bound, will ever pray for your Majefdes long and
profperous Reign.

Them.
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Them. Graffort.

P. Bowclen.

Dav. \Vaterhoufe.

Laur. Hammond.
Nath. Dows.
Nath. Rand.
John Cutler, jfunior.

Tim. Cutler.

Richard Sprague.

Fr. Littlefield.

John Hammond.
John Nellbn.

David Jefferies.

Benj. Mountfort.

Samuel Phillips.

Henry Mountfort.

Thorn. Edwards.

Edward Gouge.
Era. Foxcraft.

James Lloyd.

Tho. Newton.
Dan. Allen.

Sam. Walker.
Nich. Manning.
Giles Dyer.

Geo. Rahn.

Jo. Herb. Coward.
Natt. Shannon.
Nicho. Tippet.

John Soames.
Thomas Greaves.

Nico. Paige.

Edward Shippen.

Edward Palmes.

€ u in m u 1 1 i s a I ii s

ERE in this goodly Addrefs to fome King or

other; Bat it's always impoffible that it fnould

oe to our King William and Queen Alaiy ;

becaufe, altho' it's true the Regal Power is in

the King: yet certainly we all ought to know
that the Name and Stile of our prefent Government is in

King William and Queen Mary : and altho' it be allowed

in fome cafes to make application to the King or Queen
feparately

;
yet in a thing of this nature, where the Royal

Authority, Stile, and Title, muft be ufed, if any thing be

done about it; all Application muft be made to the Govern-

ment, that is to fay, to the King and Queens Majefties ; and
no Reprefentation of this kind can be fenfe without it. And
therefore we muft in reafon conclude, that the Party never

intended this their Addrefs originally for King William and
Queen Mary: And it would be a little too hard to think

they intended it for the French King Lezuis, fmce as yet he
underftands
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underflands little or no EngUJJi ; tho' fome of our Publicans

do not defpair of learning him the Language, with fomething

elfe in time.

But if we confider all concurring Circumftances, we niay

eafily find that this Addrefs was chiefly and only intended

for King James, tho' they have made it to ferve another

purpofe for a need : For thefe Addreffers are of the very

Tools of Tyranny, who have been Aiding and Affifling in

overturning all our Government, Laws and Religion, in the

late Reigns; and thofe are not only the Perfons, but here

are the very things which they have always been promoting
under the late Tyrannies ; and now they come with the

remainder of their ungodly Projects. And dare any one
believe that it's our King Williain and Queen Alaiy, Princes

07'dained not to take away Priviledges but to give them, to

bj^cak the Bands of the mighty, and let the Oppreffedgo free ?

So that if we confider the Perfons, Stile, Matter, and
Circumftance, we muft needs allow that this Addrefs was
originally intended for the late King James, by a Party of

men who have not the capacity, and yet are not afJiamcd to

do, or at leaft attempt to do any thing.

But if it be true that this Addrefs, has been prefented at

Court, nay, and the Parties indifferent well received for fome
little time, tho' now it feems they are difmift, it may caufe

fome People to wonder that the Trick has not been there

found out, and Reprehended. But for my part, I think it

not ftrange at all, that our Minifiers of State at this time

fhould have other work, than to make their Remarks upon
every idle Pamphlet, or little American Reprefentation ; and
it's not only fo, but to fay the truth, who could ever imagine

that a few Bankrupt Pttblicans and Vagabonds in Nezv-

England fliould fend us over an Addrefs of this nature, fo

fiy. Doubtfully, Ambiguoufiy, and cunningly penn'd, as if it

had bee71 done in Vindication of the Diffc7iii7ig BifJiops, or by

the
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the heads of the Party at //^^ Devil, over a Battel of good
French Claret.

Now fmce we have feen the Addrefs, and fome part of its

defign, it is but reafonal^le that we alfo confider the Authors
and their pretended Grievance ; and if fo, we fliall find the

Authors of the moft depraved, and their pretences the woril;

grounded that ever were : thefe Addreffers are of the

Remainders and very Dregs of the two laft Reigns. Pcr-

fons brought up and educated in all manner of Debauchery
and Depravation ; a fort of People who may of right, and
will ftile themfelves Gentlemen : for they cannot work, and
will not beg, and therefore are fain to turn Sharpers, and
pradife little Tricks and Inventions for Bread : To fet their

N'eighbonrs Honfe on fire, for an opportunity to feat his

Goods. To trouble the JFaters to make good Fifiing. To
pull dowji Houfes to make themfelves out of tlie Rnines : Yet
all thefe, and infinite other Inventions can feldom or never
make them Rich : for the holes of their Bags are commonly
wider than their mouths ; their extravagancy not only mines
them, but makes them wholly incapable to get their Living:
and the rapacious natures of thefe Cormorants are infatiable,

fo that a few Publicans are capable to mine a great People,

and yet not make themfelves
; for they Iiave tlie right Taleiit

to make a great City little, but never to ma/ce a little one great.

And if any of their Party are become Rich by the mine
of the Publick (for it can hardly happen otherways) it is

where the vice of Covetoufnefs has by fome accident or

other got the prevalency over the reft ; and fuch people keep
true to the Profeffion and Party ; fometimes for fear if

Honefty come to be uppermoft, they may be called to an
Account for their Adminiftrations ; or fometimes, becaufe

of the Enmity contra6led between them and the reft of

Mankind while they continued their Trade : or if it is that

they grow fullen and tichy by fome pricks of Confcience or

other,
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other, and fo become like the Devils, who finding themfelves

uneafie, they would have it fo with every body elfe. Thus
the intereft as well as inclination of this Faction, is, and

always has been, clear contrary to that of all perfons of

Honefty, Credit, and Intereft ; and it were well if the honeft

part of Mankind were as dextrous in preventing the defigns

of thefe men, as they are to invent and carry them on : for
thcfe Drones are not only greedy as Hell to devour whatever

they can get, but they are Jo inhumane and cruel as to dejlroy

the veiy Bees that feed them.

And if we confider the Quarrel with New-England, it v;ill

appear to be one of the moil: Rapacious, Inhumane, and

Ungrateful, that was ever.

For thefe poor People who firft fettled New-England,

being perfecuted by our Pnblica?is at home, made their moft

Humble Applications to the Kings, James and Charles the

Firft fucceffively. Then whom never Princes were 77zore

Jealous of their Prerogatives, and who no doubt thought it

a Miferable Choice, for thofe poor Diftreffed People to Hy to

a Wildernefs, where Cold, Hunger, Savages, and innumer-

able Evils and Dangers mud needs attend them : But tho'

fuch Perfons as were unwilling, that this fort of People

Ihould either live on Earth or go to Heaven, oppof'd it
;
yet

thefe Princes were content to let them go, and make the beft

of their wafte hov/ling Defart, for them and their Pofterity,

if they fliould have any.

Our Publicans were generally glad at this departure, and

thought they were well rid of them ; as not doubting but

the Sea, the Savages, cold, or the Country would eat them

up : And the Publicans were the rather glad, becaufe they

apprehended fome fliarp people among the Piiritans of thofe

days, who were likely to be fome Let to their Defigns : And
there is no doubt but this difperfmg the Spirit of the Nation

made the Publicans grow fecure, and embolden'd them to

drive
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drive on fo Jehu like, that they foon brought that poor

Prince King Charles the firft to engage hirufelf in fiteh

Projects as proved his fitter mine.

But in the mean while the People oi New-England lliewed

the world, that Nece£iiy and Freedonie could do Wonders :

for in a few years, they grew to fuch a height and greatnefs,

that they brought more Spirit, Virtue, Riches, Induftry,

Glory, and Honour, to the EnglifJi A^ation, than ever any

CoUony did: Until the Publicans fo far prevail'd in the two

laft Reigns, as to perfwade our late Kings, Charles and

'James, among other illegal courfes, by Fraud and Violence

to feize the Liberties and Priviledges of Neiu England ; but

our flattering Publicans fliewed themfclves in this, as in

all other their Methods with Kings; tliat is to fay, both

Deceitful, Dangerous and Dcflriiflive. P^or they perfwaded

the late King James to do this, not only againfc all Juftice

and Right, but alfo cpiite contrary to his Interell: and
Profit; for what he could not do by fair micans, he did by

force, fending over a chargeable Governour, with a fort of

an Army, who not only Ruin'd the Countrey, but fpent the

King's Money into the bargain : and this w?s all brought

about, only to bring a few poor Diftreffed Publicans into

Imployment : Thus the King left by it, ajid the Cowitry lofi

by it, and none gained, but the Publicans.

It is deplorable to fee the Eftecls of the Projed of thefe

idle Deceivers : For how many Princes have they not Def-

troy'd, and fo far are they gone in it, that they almoft

pretend to the Trade of Ruining Kings by Prefcripticn ; It

is thefe men who advife Kin^^s and Princes to all forts of

dangerous Enterprizes, only to cut out work and fubfiftance

for their Extravagances ; they have made mofl: of the Princes

that ever fat upon the Englifi Throne Unhappy; to theni

and to them only may be attributed all the Ivliftry and
Unhappinefs, Blood and Ruine, of the Four lalt Reigns

;

and
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and we have feen with our Eyes what they have done with

the two late Kings. And indeed it's ahiioft impoffible for

Princes and Great Men to fliun them, for thofe Devils

appear moft commonly like Angels of Light, they put a

glofs upon every thing, and caft Mifts before the Prince's

Eyes ; honeft and plain hearted Perfons, neither can nor

will appear, but what they really are, they appear only

Naturally ; but the Publicans come always with their hoctis

pocus Tricks, and appear Artificially. And altho' Natural

things be moft fnnple and real, yet Artificial things are

commonly moft pleafmg ; and thus 02ir Publicans have

always had, and will have, a great advantage of other men, by

their pi^o/ound Abilities in the Arts of Flattering, Lying,

and Cheating ; altho' the reft of Mankind exceed them in

every thing elfe.

But the great cry of our Publicans, and by which they

would fcare us out of our Wits, is, a Commonwealth, a Com-
monwealth ; nay, we dare not Speak, Act, Write, Work, nor

fit flill, for fear of a Commonwealth : One would wonder
what fliould occafion all this Fear, Diftra6tion and Diforder

in our Publicans about a Commonivealth ; but to do them
Right, they have more caufe to be at their Wits end, when
they Think, Hear or Speak of a Commonivealth, than every

one thinks ; for thofe State Chymijis have been hard at work,

ever Jince the days of that Mighty Hunter Nimrod, to invent

a perfect perpetual Tyranny; and commonly when they

have e'en juft done it, to about the fame degree that Agrippa
was a Chrifiian ; one unhappy accident or other comes over

it ; and neceffitatCb one extremity to produce another, and fo

all blows up into a Commonzvealth. This has happen'd to

them not once nor thrice, butfo many thoufand times, that

they are now grown Hair-Brain'd, and quite befide them-
felves ; and their many and furprizing frights, have brought
them into a continual fancy, that every Houfe, Town, Ifland,

Country,
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Country, Colloney, Plantation, Ship, or any thing they hear,

fee, or fpeak of, will prcfeiitly lurn a ConinwiiwcallJi : And
to fay the truth on't, its no wonder that they are in this

pickle about it, for they have been longer at work upon it,

and met with far more difappointments, than all the ProjcH-

ors of the Philofophers Stone and Malablc Glafs, have ever

done.

But to come to the purpofe, I would fain know of our

Publicans, how many Cities and Countries, have ever Re-

volted and turned Comniomvealths, for being too well ufed ?

For my part I cannot tell that I ever Read or Heard of any:

but I can think of abundance who have fall'n away and
revolted by reafon of oppreffion and hard ufage ; furely our

Publicans muft needs look upon that to be of the higheft of

Crimes, which the old Romans reckon'd among the greateft

Virtues, in that Famous Judgment of theirs, in the cafe of

i\\Q Privernates, who having committed high Offences againft

the Majejly of Rome, in defending their Liberties to great

Extremities, and being brought before the Senate, to be

condemn'd to fuffer the fevereft Punifliments for their

Crimes, and before they were ealled into the Senate, a Senator

happen'd to afk one of the principal Malefactors, what fecu-

rity the Romans could have, if they fJiould give them tlieir

Lives tip071 Conditions, and zvhether they would obferve their

Articles well? The poor Prifoner anfvv^er'd freely; if it be

upon good terms, it will be firm and perpetual ; but if 7ip07i

ill, it will hardly lafi long. The Romans were not yet grown
fo Addle-Headed, as upon this Noble and Refolute Anfwer,

to bawl out Republicks and Commoiiwealths, and I know not

what elfe ; but on the contrary they faid, That the Pi^ifoner

had fpokc7i like a Man, and like a Freeman, and that it was
not to be fuppofed, that any People or private Perfon would
fubmit to a condition that opprejl him, longer thajz by Neceffity

he was confirained ; and that if ajiy Peace be lafling and
Inviolable
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Inviolable, it is where the Paj^ties do vohuitarily fiibmit, and
not zuhe7^e Se^^vitude and Slavery is Impofcd ; and for this the

Senate prefently Decreed them Fi^ee-uien of Rome, and De-
clared, that they only deferved to be Romans, whofe Liberty

was the greatejl part of their eare. This is the Truth, but
OMX Publicans nor their Father the Devil, neither can nor
will endure it: But to what purpofe fliall we Inftance Hiftory

to this fort of Men, for they neither Read, nor Thi^ik, nor
AB as if they did ?

But to fay the truth, the Publicans are the only Makers of

Republicks, but it's alfo true that they do it always by contra-

ries. The Publicans make Common-wealths, as MalefaHors
make Laws ; for were there no Malefa6tors, there would be
no need of Laws : and we^^e there no Publicans, there need be

no Republicks ; and it may be truly afferted, That there

never was any Rebellion or Revolt of People upon earth,

but what has been caufed directly or indirectly by the Publi-

cans. Did not the ten Tribes revolt by better ufage, a7id

but one Sermon of Paffive Obedience and No7t-Refiflance

Preached to them by King Rehoboam ? It feems the Priefls

were not grown quite fo Mercenary in thofe days, as they

have been in ours, otherwife Rehoboam might have fpared
himfelf the labour, ajid got others to do it. It alfo appears

that the EngliJJi in our days have not been altogether fo

ftubborn as the old Ifraelites were, who revolted at one fingle

difcourfe of this fort of fluff : But the EnglifJi have had
both the patience to hear it and feel it by the fpace of feven

or eight and twenty years.

It's ftrange to confider whither the paffions and lufts of

thefe men are able to carry them : for had King Rehoboam
kept his Tantivy Do^rine of Paffive Obedience and Non-
Refifance to himfelf a7id preached it to his Wives and Con-

cubijies, and given his Subje6ts a few good words, and fome
little eafe from their Grievances, the poor PeojDle had been

his
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his Servants for ever; but the Publicans would not only

have their ends, but they would alfo have their humour ; and
fo they loft both.

But the fliort and long of the bufinefs was, that the

Publicans in thofe days zvere jttji fuch another Crew of
unthinking people as tJicy are now : And having debauched
the young King to their humours, they began to think

themfelves as much intereffed and concerned in the Govern-

ment as he ; and having got a Copy of the late King David's

Charter, they refolved to 21fe it to a purpofe for zuhich it zvas

never intended, viz. To eftablifli the Publican Principles and
Intereft ; and befides all this, being Gentlemen, they could not

bear to be affronted by the 7inmannerly Alob. Therefore,

between paffion and invention, they fet the pooryoung Prince

up to Preach a Do^rine which Joon brought both him and
them doivn.

And moreover doubtlefs they had in their eye, that the

people were grown rich by the profperous Reign of David,

and the peaceable one of Solomon, and had found o\i\. fome
new invention or other for fleecing them ; and having little

or nothing to lofe, and it being their Trade to Hazard Kings,

they made no difficulty to run the rifle : Thus they bubbled

King Rehoboam into fuch exceffes, as foon convinced him of
his Errour, but when it was too late.

And we have not only this inftance, but there never was
any Rebellion or falling away of any People, but it was
always begun by the Publicans of the times. It's true it

was commonly ended by other people : And good reafon,

felf Defence is a Principle in Nature.
And durft our Publicans venture for once to give them-

felves a little liberty to think, they fliould eafily find, that all

the Revolts which ever happened in Ifrael and Juda, were
becaufe of having too few Priviledges, but never for having
too many; And not only fo, but how many thoufand inftanccs

of
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of this kind could be given, from what has happened among
other Peoples ? But to leave them all, let us only obferve

inftances of fuch as fubfift now a days. Did not Genoiia

Revolt from the French by bad ufage ? Liica from Florence?
Switzerland ixom. the Houfe of Anjlrial and Holland kom.
Spain? Were not all thefe Revolts occafioned by the

higheft oppreffion, and even defpair ? When the Pnblicaiis

thought themfelves cock-fure, and utterly impoffible for the

People to think of a Rebellion, much lefs to Speak or A61

:

Fill it feetns that God is Jlill greater than the Publicans, and
will continue his old work of Ruling in the Kingdoms of
Men, andgiving them to whomfoever he will ; and fometimes

fetting tip over them the baffl of Men.
But what need us fo many Inftances abroad, fmce we have

them fo plentifully at home, and what is raoft frefli in our
Memory ? Did not we Revolt from King James for hard
ufage ? And I dare fay, that the only and poffible way to

make New-En o-laiid 2. Commoitwealth at this time, accordins:

to the Caprice of our Ptiblicans, would be to take away their

old Priviledges, andfend themfome Alva or other of a general

Governour.

There are no People on Earth of narrower Souls and
meaner Capacities than our Picblicans, for they have been
at work one where or other for fome thoufands of Years to

eftablifli their Maxims, and liave always proved abortive :

yet will they never be convinced of their weaknefs : But did

they either read, or think, or converfe with any freedom,

they might eafily know that there are but two ways for us to

fecure our felves of men, that is, either to oblige them or

ruine them ; and the firft of thefe is commended by all the

Laws of Charity and Reafon r But the laft is contrary to all

Juflice and Flumanity. The hrft of thefe ways our Publicans

will not take, becaufe if they do Juftice, they fiall lofe their

Trade, and, all their goodly Projctls ; and fliould they take

the
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the laft, there would be no body left to be their Slaves : fo they

take always the middle way, the moft pernicious in State

Affairs, not to murder all the people, but only a part, and
make the reft Bondmen. And thus there is almoft continual

War between Publicans, and the reft of Mankind, in which
the People are always too ftrong for the Publicans at Blows,

but the Publicans too hard for them at Lying, Diffembling,

Flattering, and Cheating.

But certainly one would think that after the Example of

the late King James, our Publicans ftiould think of forfaking

their C^'aft; for who had ever a greater opportunity than he
to accomplifti their ends: He fucceeded a Brother who had
lived long eno2igh to Dcba^ich and Debafe the Nation to a

zvonder: He had an Army at his Heels of Thirty or Forty

Thoufand men, and could have what more he pleafed : Nay,
he could, if need were, Mifier a zvJiole Army of Pricjls,

Armed and appointed on all ftdes with their Books and
Sermons of Pajfive Obedience and Non-Refiflance : yea, and
they had fo far prevailed, that the People feemed in a manner
wholly to believe them ; and moft men thought really did it,

until the good P^'ince of Orange was pleafed to fJiozv us that

the Parfons never meant it themfelves : And after this, to fee

his Army, and almoft all his Creatures forfake him, as it

were in one day, and the Parfons obliged to chaiigc their note,

is enough to convince, that the hearts of a People are the

befl, and indeed the only true fcctirity to a Prince.

But the worft is, that our Friends the Publicans commonly
underftand no employment but their own ; and ftiould we
happen to convince them, zve mufl give them Eflatcs as zvell

as Reafon ; or otherwife they cannot fibffi. And certainly

they are ofter provok'd to plodding by neceffity, as being fit

for nothing elfe ; and to confirm this, we fee there is hardly

a Malefactor that fuffers now a days, but he makes profcffon

of his Faith as a Publican at the place of Execution.

And
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And certainly, if we look into almoft all our Affairs of

late, we fliall find that the Publicans, by their projects and

plodding, have not only ruin'd our Kings, but ab7ioJl the

Nation : and that not only by their outward and more open

Violences ; btit alfo by inore fiibtile injiuences and defigns

;

and that in a more particular manner in Relation to Trade,

the only thing capable to make England great. And certainly

had not the Spirit of the Nation been come to fuch a height

in our late Inteftine War ; that it muji vent itfelffome zuay

or other ; and being brought to a fland by the Refloration

of King Charles the Second ; and there being no opportunity

in War, it forced itfelf through all oppofition, and broke

forth into Trade ; and all this notwithftanding the oppofition

of the Publicans again ft it, who laid feveral Stwnbling Blocks

and refraints in the way, as it were on pirrpofe to prevent its

Progrefs ; and had not another concurring Circumftance

helpt us out, thofe Times, and the Inventions of the Publi-

cans, had not only ruin'd Trade, but the Nation therezuith

:

And this was, that almoft all our Neighbours were jealous

of one another for the whole time ; and not only fo, but

under fome other difadvantages which zuould not fufer than

to do any thing great.

And tho' it's our happinefs that thofe Circumftances of

our Neighbours faved us from ruine, yet we may now bewail

it when it is fomething too late, that never a7iy People had a

greater opportiniity than we have partly lofl to make our

Natio7t great. And tho' it's true, that we have done fome

conftderable things in the late Reigns, yet they are nothing

to wliat the time and opportunity called ns to do: And hov/

far we have loft our opportunity, any but Publicans may
eaftly fee : And among others our misfortunes, we have {^fzw

our Eafi-India Company lofe it felf between Prerogative

and Priviledge, or rather, between Prerogative and Lazv : for

by the uncertainty of tlic Company's Priviledgcs, we fee the

Dutch
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Dutch have got the Footing, and we in a manner lo/l Eaft

India : All thefe and a thoufand other Extravagancies have

our Publicans done and committed for fear of a Common-
wealth: and fliould our Trade, by which, and by which only

we can mainlaiji a7id incrcafe our Greatnefs, be under no

better dire6iion for the future, a little time is like to make
England a Province to fome of its Neighbour Countries.

But to fpeak freely, and furely, it concerns us both to

think and fpeak of this Matter Plainly and without Rcferve,

and efpecially at this time, when our opportunity is very

near ; tho' I am fully fatisfy'd not qttite lofl : but there is ftill

fo much remaining, tho' no thanks to us ; as may not only

Preferve us, but if we double our Diligence, we may foon
Recover what ever we have lofl.

One of our great Unhappineffes is, that moft of the

Perfons in our Government underftand little or nothing of

Trade, andfo they leave it always at uncertainties ; or if they

do any thing for its Intereft, it's co7nmo7ily by chance, and not

from Knowledge or Experience of the thing ; and the moft

they have done for Trade, has been upon the Proje61:s of

Perfons who have never been abroad, 7ior fee^i any thing-; and
who only hatch their Inventions out of the warmth of their

Brains, withozit any other helps ; and fuch Proje61s, inftead

of helping us, have commonly made it abundantly worfe
;

of this fort of Projeds, are the greateft part of the Aft of
Navigation, and our Inventions about the Improvement of
Wooll, which inftead of being advantageous to us, have been

the greateft Lets and hindrances, that ever the Trade ajtd

Ingenuity of England faw ; and if they are not foon reme-

died, the Confequence is likely to be fuch, as no True
Englifiman would willingly live to fee.

And furely one would think that few or none fliould be

ignorant at this day, That fince Trade hath flourified, fie
has ma.de as 7nany and co7ifiderable changes i7i the world, as

ever
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ever Empire did : How often has not Jlie made a poor People

Rich, a little People Great, and an Ignorant People Wife?
And methinks the Enghfi Nation fliould at leaft Incourage

Trade to purpofe, or let it wholly fall ; and do as fome of

our Country Gentlemen feeni to advife, if not by their

Words, at leaf}; by their Actions : That is, to Prohibit all

Co7iverfe with Strangers, lay afde oiir Shipping, eat our own
Bread, drink our ow7t Beer, zvear our oivn Wooll, and fo turn

Savages, and then we fliall keep our Money among otir felves,
make Wooll dear, and confequently make Lands yield a good
price. A Proje6l fit for none but Savages to propofe.

And if we will begin to Incourage Trade, our way is not

to take away Privihdgcs, but to give them ; for we fee the

Dutch and all other People, who ever did or pretend to do
great things by Trade, have ahuays p7'opofed and done it, upon
the Foundation of vafl Priviledges and Bmminities ; for it's a

Maxim which always holds, that Trade and Tyranny ivill

never agree ; and we have an Eminent Example of the effect

of this, in the Dtitch Eafi India Company who have Privi-

ledges fo immenfe, as I dare fay, the People oi Nezv-E7igland

will never think of, if our Publicans do not provoke the7n to

it: Their Priviledges have Inabled them to Shake Ki7igdo77is

Rei7iove Kings, a7id give Laws to the Eafier7i World : This is

that Company, which is a Subje^ i7i Holland, arcd 07ie of the

greatefi Soveraig7is 7ipo7i Earth i7i India; and had not the

Dutch made one falfe flep about forty years ago, i7i cedi7ig

Brazile to the Portuguife; a7id that their Weft-India Co77ipa7iy

had bee7i Ar7ned with thefa}7ie I77t77iu7iities, as their Eaft, they

had fliewed the World ere this, that they could Co7iqiier

without War, a7id overco77ie without Fighti7ig ; for they had
in all Humane Appearance, been at this time Domi7iators of
the Seas, a7id Lords of the Lidies. But however it is, they

have do7ie much with notlmig, and we have 07ily do7ie little

with 7nuch.

And
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And certainly, tho' the Priviledges of Nciv-England have

been very inconfiderable, in refpecSl to what other People,

who will promote Trade and Plantation, have commonly
given

;
yet they have behav'd themfelves fo, as to dcfcrve

them inlarged, mjlcad of being diminijlicd : and this we
fliall fee, if we do but confider the Manners and Difpofitions

of that People, and their difference from thofe of the other

Collonies, before our Publicans began their Proje(fts among
them: New-England had a Sweet, Eafie, and Gentle Govern-

ment, Jllade and Conjiitnted by, as well as for the good of
the People ; a Government, that knew no Intereft inconfiftant

with that of their Country and Charge ; and it may be, all

things confidered, coming nearer to the Bleffed Theocracy at

frfl fettled by God himfelf than ever was any on Earth ; and

the Effects of it foon turned a Baj^'-en VVildernefs into a

Friiitful Field : Infomuch, that we have feen thefe Collonies,

the Envy of the Tyranny, and the Glory of England.

It was the Glorious Effects of this Government which has

rendered that People Civilly good, far above all the other

Engli/h Collonies that ever were ; for there could be nothing

feen but Religion, Induflry, and Sobriety; their Women
employed in one ingenuous thing or other, and far from the

common temptations to Pride, Pomp, and Luft ; their young
Men induftrious, every one improving himfelf in his way,

and preferved from Idlenefs and Debauchery ; their Old
Men fitting honourably at the Gates, thinking well, and
fpeaking right.

Where their Young were loved, and the Old honoured,

and where fezv or no Cojnplainings for zuajit were heard irt

the Streets : feiv or no Suits of Law ; but if there were any,

they were commonly ended in a few hours or days, or at

moft in a few weeks, at only a few Shillings or Pence
expence : No publick Debaucher}^ Diforders, Extravagancy,

or Sabbath-breaking there to be feen. The admirable Effe6ts

of
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of all which, has been to fettle and People a Countrey in a

few years, which one zvotild think had coji Jive times the/pace.

Men of Eftates, inftead of going from thence, went from all

places thither, to a People flouri/Jiing in their fiinplicity,

honcfty, and integrity, and to whom others were rather

indebted, than they in debt to any.

We mufl needs confefs, when MeJJieiirs the Publicans

began to fet up their inventions in New-England, they foon

turned all things into reverfe ; and what can we expedl from
any Country or People, but that their Government fliould

have an outward influence upon them, in making them
civilly good or bad, according as that is Conjiitnted and
Ordained ; for all real Change comes immediately from God
to the heart, but artificial ones arife moft commonly from
the outward circumftances of men ; and the multitude are as

they are made.

But if we look into moft of the other Englifli Plantations,

we fliall find all quite contrary; Inhabited by a People who
commonly cannot, or may not have any Principles of

Honour, Honefl:y, Induftry, or Vertue, miferable SubjeBs of
OppreJJion and Slavery, Deceit, and Viole7ice ; who, inftead of

turning a barren Wildernefs into a fruitful Field, have com-
monly turned a frtdtful Field into a barren Wildernefs. A
poor naked hungry Governour comes ufually from the Court
every three years, with a troop of miferable debauched Fol-

lowers, and for the moft part guilty of one Crime or other,

whofe Debaucheries, Ignorance and Neceffities, provoke

them to in7itimerable PraHices of Fratid and Violence. They
do that in fome of the Englifli Collonies, which it may be
was never done by any Civil People upon Earth, for they

Buy and Sell one another for Debt. No Rich Man is fafe,

unlefs he be Partners with the Governour, nor haj-dly then

neither ; where the People are fo corrupted and depraved by

the Debauchery and Malignity of the Government, that there

is
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is hardly any thing can be heard of, but Quarrels, Conten-

tions, and Suits of Law ; and yet there can hardly any

Procefs happen, but Plantiff and Defenda^it mujl both be

lofers. Inflead of increafing, they decreafe daily both in

Riches and People : For in the Year 1681 there was in one

of the mofl confiderable EnglifJt Plantations above "]000 fight-

ing Men, and five Years after, there were found but about

4700. And let any thinking Perfon but J2cdge of what
becomes of the refi ; befides the fr-efii People that come yearly.

And moft other Plantations are much the fame.

And as it were to crown all their other Barbarities, they

have made their Plantations Prifons as zvell as Dens of
Slavery ; for none can go out of any of them without per-

miffion from the Governour for the time and place ; and by

this, they deprive Mankind at once of the only valuable thing

in the World, precious Liberty : For if the very thoughts of

Confinement are the moft grievous, how abundantly more is

the thing it felf?
Thefe, and fuch as thefe are the Caufes that Foreigners

can hardly find an honeft man to Correfpond with ; and that

as foon as perfons begin to get any thing of an Eftate, they

are fain to forfake thofe places, ivhich for the niofi part are

more in Debt than they are worth ; miferable Prifons, and
Dens of Slavery, fill of Violetice and Wrojtg, where there

is hardly any Principles of Honour or Honefty to be found,

and where even their Mercy, Jufiice, a7id Right, are intoller-

able Grievances.

Thefe things and thefe only, are the fource and Original

Caufe of Pyrates, and Buka^ieers ; for Servants become
defperate, and run away from their Mafters ; and Debtors,

for fear of Slavery, run away from their Creditors, and
become Pyrates aitd Robbers. Thus the Tyrannies and Evil

Government of the Plantations is the OiHginal Caufe of all

the Rapines, Ruine a7id Blood committed andfiicd in the Indies.

And
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And if the influence of their prefent Conftitution con-

tinues long upon them, we may reafonably expedl that otir

Plantations JJiall foon become as miferable as thofe of Spain
;

or othervvife break out into Pyracies, and become a greater

plague to England, than ever were the Turks 2ipou the Coajl

of Barbary.

And had the Bnkaneers been indued with Condu61 fuit-

able to their Courage, they hadfJiewd tts eer this another

fort of Government, both for Riches and Greatnefs, than any
at prefent in Europe; and what has been fo long poffible,

may at one time or other be done, if there be not fuitable

and timely means ufed to prevent it.

Thus whilft our Publicans are with their apprehenfons of
a Republick in New-England, they are hard at work in their

old Antipathetical way, fetting up one of the inofi dangerous

and depraved Mobs and Ncfl of Pyi'ates that ever was ; And
they have brought it fo far already, that if better hands do
not undertake the work, it is not in their capacities to prevent

it. But it may be they do this with fome defign or other;

for to fay the truth, the Bzikaneers are almoft as depraved as

the Publicans themfelvcs.

By thefe, and many other Examples, we may fee, that it's

not fo much the Air which people live in that corrupts their

manners, as fome fJiallow-braind Polititia^is will have it, but

it's the Evil Government, Evil Communication, and bad
Examples, by which men corrupt one another ; as it is

written, the wicked walk on every fide, when the vilefi of men
are exalted. And Solomon fays, that by the bleffing of the

Upright the City is Exalted, btit it is overthj^own by the mouth

of the wicked. And God complaining of the Government of

fttdah, by the mouth of his Prophet Ifaiah ; he fays, Hoiu
is the faithful City become an Harlot ? it was full of fudg-
77ze7its, Rightco7ifncfs lodged in it ; but now Murderers. And
giving the reafon thereof, he fays, thy Princes are Rebellious,

a?id
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and Co7npanions of Thieves, eve^y one loveth Gifts, and fol-

loiveih after Rczvards ! They judge not the Fathej'lefs, neither

doth the Canfe of the Widdow come 7cnto them. And fpeaking

of the Remedy of thefe things, he fays, / will turn my hand
up07i thee, a7id purely pni^ge away thy drofs, and take azvay

thy Tinn, and I will reflore thy fudges as at the firfl, and thy

Cotmfellors as at the Beginning : Afterwards thou JJialt be

called the City of Righteoufnefs, the Faithful City. Here we
fee that God himfelf, in vvhofe hands all things are, fpeaks as

if there were no other way for a People to become civilly

good, but by the influence of a good and righteous Govern-
ment ; and furely we may take it for a Rule, that the good or

pernition of Politick, as well as other Bodies, proceeds from
their Conflitution, and the influence which that hath upon
them. And it's no wonder that this fliould be a Rule on
Earth, flnce it is no lefs than the Bafis of Heaven ; for if

ftfiice a7id Judgment are the habitations of Jehovalis Throne
and Dominion, it mufl needs be the confequence, that fuch

Conflitutions among Men as are mofl confonant to this Rule
of Righteoufnefs, fliall always be mofl durable and happy

;

aftd lis from this foundation that there never zuas any out-

ward promife made in the Law, but with the condition of
outwa7'd Obedience.

And we may freely venture to tell our Pitblicans, that if
ever they make their Tyra7i7iies, Treacheries, a7id little Tricks,

everlafli7ig, they mifl do it out of God's Dominion ; and I

doubt not but we fliould foon be rid of them, if they did but
know of fuch a place, and could any way come at it ; efpe-

cially if the People of the Country were any thing Rich.

But now I think on't, our Publicans are of late wonderfully
puffed up with the Succefs of their little Idol, the French
King; and they feem confident, that the Art of making
Tyranny everlafling, is newly foiuid out by the French E7igi-

neers ; but I doubt not but fome of the Crew fliall yet live

to
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to fee this their lajl Chimera alfo broken to pieces, and the

French projects, whatever they may do for a Httle time,

prove as empty as thofe of the Hoiife of Auftria, who, by
their platform of an abfolute Monarchy, have drazvn atmojl

the whole Body into the Head, and we have fee^i the Confe-

qiience, that the Body is thereby difabled and weakened, a7id

the Head broke out into Dijlempers : So that the Houfe of

Atijiria, altho' poffefl of ahnoft all its antient Dominions,
yet inftead of offending others, it camiot now defend itfelf

Thus the Atfirian Publicans have almoft ruined Spain,

Italy, a great part of Gertnany, and the Indies, and yet not

helpt thenifelves ; but are at this day fo miferable, that there

wants but the opportunity of fome little Ufurper or Invader

to run away zvith the whole Houfe of Auftria. And thus it

has been with Auftria, and fliall be with France, and with

all the Tyrannies that ever fliall be invented
; for ifs impof

fible that Nature fiould long endure fo great a7i ineqtiality ;

as we fee the Natural Body, that when it is difordered, and
in Fits, it feems to be ftronger than at another time ; but
that is foon over, and followed with great weaknefs ; fo if

our Publicans will pleafe to think, they fliall not find the

French Tyranny can laff long ; but yet it may be, fo long as

to give our Piiblicans i7i England, if they have not a care,

fuch an opportunity of difcovering themfelves, as almofl

nothing elfe coiild do ; and by that means Adminifter them
fuch a fort of Corre6lion as they have not hitherto been
acquainted with : / advife them to begin to think Divine
Veno^eance has leaden Heels but Iron Hands.

But our Publicans of late feem to change Party, and cry

out nothing but Law and Reafon : And efpecially thefe of

New-E7igland, by In(lru61ions no doubt from the Party here,

have learned to cry Law, Law ; and that the preferit Govern-
ment of New-England is not according to Law ; But we may
be fure that their ufe of Law is only like the Devil's ufe of

Scripture,
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Scripture, to perve7'f it, and doinifchicf therewith. But it's

amazing, how thefe Mifcreants dare be fo impudent at this

time of day, as to call in queftion all thofe great and glorious

things that have been done in our late and happy Revolu-
tion ; and not only fo, but to juflify all the Tyraimies and
Barbarities of the late Reigns ; for in all their Clamour, they
not only take it for granted, that the People ^New-England
did lofe their Liberties and Properties in the late Reigns, but
that all the late Tyrannies were Lawful ; thereby openly con-

demning the Prince of Orange's Declaration, and all the

Refolutions of the Convention of State; and the practice, not
only of New-England but almofi of all the Corporations in

England : For the then Prince of Orange, called an Affenibly

of the States of England to be Made, Chofen, and Conjlitutcd,

according to the Antient Rights and Priviledges of every

Place ; and the People every where, not withllanding the

late Ufurpations upon their Liberties, did all chufe according
to Antient Right, and all thefe Perfons Sat and Voted in the

late Bleffed Revolution, in Matters of the higheft confcguence

that can poffibly ever happen in England ; for it was DilTolv-

ing an Old Government, and making a New one : . And
not only fo, but many Worthy Gentlemen who were Otit-lazaed

iji the late Reigns, for pretended Treafon, made no bones oiit,

to go and fit, and were freely admitted in Parliament ; and
did not fland ftill until their Judgments and Outlawries were
Reverft, for that was only ^natter of Form, and not a matter

of Right ; and this was the very Cafe of New-England, in

common with fo many of their fellow Subjecfts of England

;

and thus there can be no true friend to the prefent Govern-
ment will doubt, but Netu-England is noiv tipon the fame
Foundation on which it flood before tlieir freedoms ivere

Ravifled from them, excepting only the Reverfal of the

Judgment againffc their Charter, which as tlie matter flands,
is but matter ofform.

And
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And were it not for lofing an opportunity of having their

Priviledges and Immunities augmented by their Majefties

Bounty and Grace, fo eminent in them, above any of their

Royal Progenitors ; furely it would be beft for the People of

Ahiu-England, to fit ftill where they are, and only Reverfe

the Judgment againft their Charter, zvhich no doubt they may
do of Courfe, and then let our Pubiieans fee if they could

perfwade King William and Queen Mary to begin where
King fames left off, and fo to bring another Quo-warranto

againfl the Priviledges of New-England.
I had thought to bring many Examples and Precedents

from our Laws and Cuftoms, to confirm what I have afferted
;

but I think there is enough faid, to prove that New-Eiigland
flands upon the fame Foundation with our prefent Govern-
ment ; and befides, what fliould we do with Law and Prece-

dents for our Piiblieans, the Men muft firft have Reafon,

before they will be fit to hear Law ; and our Law Cafes will

poffibly ferve upon another occafion, if we fliould need them.

Befides, they could be of no great ufe at this time, fince we
know that the Pubiieans prefent noife of Law, is chiefly

intended to wound our prefent Government through the

fides of that of New-England.
But after all, let us come to the Quality of the Addreffers

where we fliall find that the interefl of the Fadlion is fo low
in New-England, that they have not been able, of all forts

and fizes, to make up the number of forty perfons, after all

their running, riding, working, perfwafion, and induftry

;

which further confirms, that thofe little Tools in New-Eng-
land are only made fubfervient to another far more Confider-

able Fadion fome where elfe ; which rightly confidered,

makes it wonderful ; that notvvithfi:anding the weaknefs of

their intcreft, yet they fliould be able to keep New-England
unfetled for more than two years of the Reign of King
William and Queen Mary ; and by that means, not only

prevent
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prevent the total Conqueft of Canada, but have brought great,

and almoft unfpeakable di fadvantages to the Interefl: of the

prefent Government throughout America ; for otherwife, we
might in all humane appearance, have feen the French by

this time, difpolfeff 'd of all their Acquifitions in thofe parts

of the World.
And certainly, fhould we begin to recolledl all the moft

confiderable Services of our Piiblicans to the French intereft

of late years, we Hiall find none more confiderable than this
;

and furely our Addreffers have deferved to partake with the

French King in all his late Triumphs, and fome of his Gold,

more than any the like number that I can poffibly think of:

But, alas, thefe have been but the Fa6fors and Agents of

others ; and their greatefi: Succeffes can only bring their

heads to Promotion, but little or nothing can fall to the

Tools thereby.

And there is no doubt but the great and principal

reafon of thefe Mens Succeffes in New-England, fince

their Majefiies happy accefilon to the Crown, has been
tiie remifnefs of the Government and People there, in

doing Jufiice upon the late Betrayers and Invaders of their

Country. Two or three Eminent Examples of Jujlice, and
the Building of a good Bridewell for the .rcfl of the Lazy
Crew, had prefently put them out of all thefe doubts, and
made room enough for the Progrefs of their Majefcies Arms
in America.
Among the Addreffers there is one Laurence LLammond,

who hardly deferves the name of Haman, altho' it's pretty

near it: Me it feems has written a long Letter to fome body
or another in Englaiid, which the Party have been at the

charge of Printing in the fame Sheet with the Addrefs.

Laurence Hammorid in this his Letter, has alfo imitated,

doubtlefs fo much as he was capable, the canting Stile of

the Publicans, but has done it fo meanly, that it's a better

Anfwer
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Anfwer to it felfthan any I can give it, and therefore I leave

him to write another to better purpofe.^*^^

It feems the Addreffers have deputed the McJJieurs le

Colonel Charles Ledget, and the Sieur Edivard Randolph to

Drink, Damn, Swear, and Swagger againft the People of

New-England \xi London, and to Barrel up fome more Hogs
heads of Blank Patents for Old Purilan Lands, to be

ready Salted, Pickled and well Condition'd, againft the

firft opportunity of Tranfport to Nciv-England, for Country
Confiimption.

The Sieur Ledget^*'" is renowned for his late Profecution of

the Prince of Orange s Declaration, and for his Zeal in carry-

ino^ on the new defiQ-ns for difturbino: our Peace, Drinkinq-

of Religious Healths, and other confiderable Feats. And
the Sieur Randolph has got a Name in the World by being

one of the firft Ptiblicans difpatched from hence to New-
England ; and who has ever fince had a confiderable intereft

in all the projects of the Party there ; and not only fo, but

the Man is of late grown very Eminent for his new Inven-

tions in the Arts of Forging Letters and falfe News : And
if his Improvement in thofe Arts be fo confiderable as they

fay, furely he could make vaft advantage of it among the

A6lio7iiJis in Amjlerdani : But now I think on't, Holland is

"" This Addrefs printed an/^, p. 239,
^"^ Charles Lidget is mentioned in our

was the fecond Addrefs of the Epifco- firft volume of Andros Trafts. He was
palians, the firft being the one which wealthy, and a ftrong partizan of the

we have printed on pp. 28-32. Froth- overthrown government. As to Ran-
INGHAM, (Hiftory of Charleftovvn, p. dolph, we may here add to our note 85,

233,) fays that this fecond Addrefs was an/e, p. 204, that he may have been the

printed in London with a Letter dated author of the pamphlet " New Eng-
Charleftown, Nov. 22, 1690, fubfcribed land's Fa6lion Difcovered." In our
L. H. z. e. Lawrence Hammond. Yet firft volume, p. 135, that tradl is "fup-
he had not been able to fee a copy of pofed to be written by an Implac-
this edition, and the editor of this vol- able Enemy of all good men, and a
ume confefles to the fame ignorance, perfon that for Impudence and Lying
Of Hammond, who figured largely in has few Equals in the World." Thefe
thefe troubles, a good account is given terms feem to apply to Randolph rather

by Frothinghara. than Dudley.
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a Republlck, and that fort of Air does not very well agree

with his Complexion/"^

To give them both their due, "they are a couple of indif-

ferently well accompliflied Publicans, and fit enough to ferve

the Intereft, and more efpecially if they have but the Lan-
guage, and if they have it not, it's hopt their Friends in

New-England will pleafe to fpare them time to learn it : For
the Moii/ieurs are grown of late fo imperious that they will

hardly fpeak any thing but French, altho' they underftand it

never fo well Thus it feems they would not only have us

Slaves to their humours, but even to their very Language.
Thefe, and fuch as thefe, are the Agents and Tools of

the Party here, and I doubt not but a little time fliall fo

difcover them to the World in general, and to the prefent

Government in particular; as to procure them a fort of

Advancement, tho' not fuch a one as they are plodding for

:

But it muft be by contraries, otherwife it would not fuit

with their condition.

But after all their great Succeffes in their late Under-
takings againft the Government, whether it be in preventing
our Conquefl: of Ireland, in the Year 89, their baffling our
defigns at Sea thefe two laft Years, their imbroiling us in

Scotland, in Nezv-England, and over the reft of America :

Yet our Publicans are extreamly troubled at fomething or

other; and it feems that one of their Afflidtions is, that tho'

the Englifli have not as yet difpoffefl the French of whole
Canada, yet they have made a good beginning, and fuch

confiderable difcoveries, as being well followed, may foon

bring the reft : This has put them into fuch a fright and
diforder, that it's common with them now to cry out Canada^

Canada^

'"^ This allufion is of courfe to the written by a friend of Randolph's. It

forged letter purporting to be from is reprinted in Mafs. Hiftorical Society's
Increafe Mather to Gouge, in Colleftions, 4th S., vol. viii, pp. 104-110,
Holland, in 1683, which was probably with an admirable note on the authorihip.
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Canada, as it has been always to cry out Corninonivcalfh^

Commonwealth ; and to fay truth they have reafon for

Canada is the faireft Flower oi the French Crown beyond
the Ocean, and capable, if gained, and well improved by the

Engli/Ji, of making the Nation fome Compensation for and
towards the Charge of this expenfive War, which our Publi-

cans have been pleafed to engage us in; befides the influence

it hath to ruine the French Interefl in whole America.
And the fecond vexation of our Addreffors is about Sir

William Phips, a Perfon of a clear contrary humour and
principle to the Publicans, for it has always been Sir Wil-
liam's difpofition to feek the Wealth of his People, with as

great Zeal and unweariednefs, as our Publicans ufed to feek

their lofs and ruine.

At firft, it feems they were in hopes to gain this Gentleman
to their Party, as thinking him good natur'd, and eafie to be
flattered out of his underftanding ; and the more, becaufe

they had the advantage offome 710 very good Treatment that

Sir William had formerly met with from the People and
Government of New-England. But Sir William foon fliewed

them that what they expected would be his temptation to

lead him into their little tricks, he embraced as a glorious

opportunity to fliew his Generofity and greatnefs of mind
;

for in imitation of the greatefi Worthies that have ever been,

he rather chofe to joyn in the defence of his Country zvith

fome Perfons, who formerly were none of his Friends, and it

iuay be had never been for his Virtue, zvithout his Sziccefs,

than become the head of a Faction, to its ruine and
defolation.

It feems this noble difpofltion of Sir William, joyned with

that Capacity and good SucceTs wherewith he has been
attended, in raiflng himfelf by fuch an occaflon, as it may
be, all things confidered, has never happened to any before

him, makes our Ptiblicans apprehenfive, and not without

reafon,
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reafon, that thcfe are but the bcghtnings and Foreritnners of
the Alobie Atchicvemcnts which Jiill remains for him to do,

for the adorjiing of his Age, and the Gloiy as well as the

Advantage of his Native Cotintry.

And as the Publicans are highly apprehenfive of the

indefatigable Labours of Sir IVilliam Phips, of which they

have already feen fome part of the Confequence, it mufl

needs heighten their Trouble, to fee that he neither hath,

nor doth fpare himfclf, nor any thing that is near and dear

to him, in promoting the good of his Native Country; and

confequently, the Intereft as well as Advantage and Glory

of our Soveraign Lord and Lady the King and Queens
Majefties: and it's the Hope and Expedation of all Good Men,
who have the Honour of his Acquaintance, that God Almighty
will Blefs and Profper thefe unwearied, and fo much dreaded

Endeavours of his, ivith ProfperHty and Glorious Succefs.

But this Famous Publican Addrefs, has not only been

Signed by all the Trafli they could Rake together, but alfo

with a (Hiim mnltis aliia.

You can hardly think how I was at firft puzled with this

Cti7n Multis Aliis, for I thought to take it in the Literal

Sence could no way be fuitable to the humours of our

Publicans, for it was never their manner at fuch a time as

this, to hide any of their numbers ; but rather, to make
themfelves look bigger, and abundantly more numerous
than ever they really are ; as we may often fee by fome of

them holding up two hands for one in Guildhall, and Poling

two or three times inftead of once, to be fure on't ; therefore

I thought it impoffible that they fliould be guilty of conceal-

ing any of their Party upon fuch an occafion as this ; and
above all, I could not perfwade my felf, but this Latin

Expreffion, muft needs have fome double meaning, according

and conformable to the body of the Addrefs and moft other

things our Publicans ufed to do or fay.

Then
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Then I began to confider it another way, and to fuppofe,

that fince they are apt to hung every thing into Slavery they

meet with, pojjibly the Caprice offonie of the Party, at one

time or other, might have by Foixe and Violejice induced thcfe

two or three poor fimple Latin words into fonie p7'oper name ;

and it might be this proper name was at this time, that of

their Prefident, and that according to their ufual Rules of

contraries, this their Prefident had Signed laft, becatife it is

the manner of other Peoples Prefidents to Sign firfi : But
after much Difpute with my felf, I was fain to forfake all my
Fancies about this Expreffion, as a Proper Name, and begun
again to ponder upon its Natural Signification, to fee what
I could difcover that way: Thus I came to fuppofe, they

might poffibly mean their Servants and Tenants, by thefe

Latin words ; but after Inquiry, I underftood they had not

many of them, efpecially fiiice their Hog/Jieads full of Blank
Patents, are worn quite out of fafiion. Then I inquired if

they had any Wives and Children among them ? and after a

fliarp Scrutiny, I found that Nezv-England was a pretty

Prolific Country, and knowing the Publicans to be a Lazy
Idle fort of People, who feldome or ever work with their

good will, except it be a little now and then with ih^ftirface

of their Brains ; for deep thoughts they never have any.

This made me take it for granted, that their leifure might
give them great Opportunity to Procreate, and therefore

poffibly they might have good ^ftore of Wives, or at leaft

Women and Children ; fo I concluded, that Cum Multis
Aliis in this place, fignified only their Wives and Children

;

but I had no fooner taken this for granted ; than I began to

wonder wherefore our Pttblicans were pleafed to make fo

bold with their Women and Children, fetting them down,
not only as confenting, but in fuch an imperious manner, as

if they had a6lually fubfcrib'd themfelves ; fince it might
reafonably be fuppofed, they had never fo much as afked

one
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one half of their Opinions about the matter : This led me
to think of the Publican DoH^rine, that is to fay, of Paffive

Obedience and Non-Rcfijlance ; and that is to fay, Non-Refijl-

ance and Paffive Obedience: For there is neither more nor

lefs on't, take it which way you will ; and how by this

Dodlrine they pretend their Succeffion is derived, from the

Eldeft Son of the Eldeft Son of Noah &c and that every

Eldeft Brother is the Soveraign of the others, ad injinihim,

only there had been fome few miftakes by the way ; in this

manner they take it for granted, that eveiy Father of a

Family is Soveraign of it ; always faving the Allegiance they

all owe to their upper Soveraign ; thus it is by this Patriar-

chal kind of Right as they call it, that our Publicans make
fo bold with their Wives and Children, without ever afking

their leave, and reckon they are not only obliged by, but

included in all they do or fay; but however it is, we need
not doubt, but our Publicans believe, that their Wives and
Children are fully included in all they fay or do, fmce they

have always pretended the Right, not only to Inflave the

Age they live in, but even Generations to come ; and not

only to Inflave their own, but likewife thofe of all other

People ; and now beyond all Difpute, they would take the

fame Liberty which fome of the Gang in Affrica do, in

Selling and Pawning their Wives and Children, if they faw

occafion : Aitd why fJioidd we doubt that thofe People who
pretend 2i Divine Right to difpofe of other Peoples Children,

fliould not make bold with their own ?

But fmce this little Latine Expreffion is of fo large a figni-

fication with the Publicans, and of fo great ufe among them,

to keep their poor Wives and Children in Thraldome : Why
may it not alfo be made ufe of, as a fign between them and
the late Kiiig James, to fignifie fomething or other, that it

may be that we may not very well underftand ? But at leafl

that any Addrefs or other Writing, where Ciim Multis Aliis

follows,
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follows, Is always intended for him. Thus we may fee the

whole Doctrine of the Ptiblicans, contrafted and contained

in this one little Myfterious Latin Exp7'cJJio7i : but however
it is, for my part, I muft needs confefs, I fhall have the worfe

thoughts of Ciwi Muliis Aliis, fo long as I live, for this

Bafe and Slavifli ufe made on't by the Publicans.

To conclude, I muft needs confefs, that the Party in Neiv-

England are fo very low and Miferable, that they are not

ivorth a Li7ie of Chajiifement : Befides, a mean Capacity may
fee, that it's all but borrowed and Artificial Stuif, and nothing
Natural in it : and had it not been for the Party here, I had
never fet Pen to Paper about the matter : but its the Refpedl:

I owe to the Prefent Government, under their Majefties

King William and Qneeii Mary, and the Inclination I find

in my felf, to improve my mean Talent in helping to promote
the Trade, Advantage, Welfare and Greatnefs of Eiigland,

has moved me to Imploy my Pen againft this fort of Men,
not having any Private Defign, Obligation, Difobligation, or

End, in doing what I have done ; nor was I ever at, or con-

cerned in Nezu-England, nor with its People, excepting in com-
mon Converfation : I mull confefs, I have fomething againft

the Tyrannies and Evil Government of the other Englifli

Plantations, and the bad management of the Trade of Eng-
land, which has moved me to write to fenfibly about them ; but

it's hop'd, a fmall time may fliew us fome confiderable Eafe
and Redrefs in thefe things ; therefore this hint before hand
may not be unneceffary, and fomething more if requir'd.

It muft needs be afiBi6ting to any jufl and generous

Englifli Mind, who underftands our Affairs fundamentally,

to fee the Priviledges of New-England, not only brought
into Difpute at this time of day, but left in difpence for more
than two years, which has been fo fatal to fojne of our befl

Defigns againft the common Enemy of Man and Religion.

And the Defign of thofe who have been the Authors, ought
not
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not only to be confidered, but dreaded with the greateft

horrour ; for thefe are the Men, who both diredly and
indirectly embroyl us at home, and abroad. Thefe are the

Men, who would have King William and Queen Mary Begin

where the late King James left off; They would have nsfend
an Army, and a Genei^al Governoiir to Nezu-Eiigland, that ive

might both lofe the Countiy, and be embroyVd therewith.

All which confider'd, it's highly neceffary at this time, for

all true EngliJJimeii, Lovers of their Country, and confe-

quently of our Soveraign Lord and Lady the King and
Queens Majefties, to look upon this fort of Men as common
Pefts ; a Crew who have hardly any thing, but Equivocations

Me7ital Rcfervations, Doubts, and Ambigtiities, in all they fay

or do, and who, as it's Reported of Witches, can never do us

harm, till firjl we believe in, or do them any good.

FINIS.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

'"* In the pages which follow, we have Increafe Mather's account of his anions
as Agent for the Colony, and by the courfe of public feeling here, this account

was made as a vindication of himfelf. Notwithftanding the great fervice he had
rendered in obtaining a new Charter, fo difappointed and unreafonable were the

colonics, that Mather was violently cenfured for not achieving impoffibilities, by
obtaining a renewal of the old Charter. In this pamphlet we find a clear and
frank ftatement of the difficulties he encountered, and it is evident to the readers

at the prefent time, that the very important fucceffes obtained by the Agents
were chiefly due to the ability of Mather. The wonder is not that he obtained

fo little, but that he fecured fuch favorable terms for his conftituents.

A great portion of this tra6l has been embodied by Cotton Mather in his

" Remarkables of Dr. Increafe Mather." The additions are chiefly in the

reports of the interviews between William and Mary and Mather. As the con-

denfed report contains all the effential fa61s, it has not feemed neceflary to

tranfcribe the fuller notes, efpecially as it is probable that a reprint of the
" Remarkables " will foon be made.

It will be noticed, that though it was not advifable to mention many names at

the time. Cotton Mather afterwards revealed them. Prominent among thofe who
aided Mather at William's court, were Lord Wharton, Tillotfon, Archbifliop of

Canterbury, Bifliop Burnet, Lady Sutherland, and Somers.
As an interefling evidence of Burnet's fympathy with the colonics, and his

belief that they had been greatly oppreiTed, we tranfcribe the following from his

Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons on the 31ft of January, 1688-9.

His text was, '' That there be no breaking in, nor going out, nor complaining in

our Streets."
" But the fecond fenfe of breaking in is never to be forgotten by you. I mean

the breaking through a Man's Inclofure ; or in a word, the violating thefe two
facred Things, Liberty and Property^ and the conftitution of this Auguft Body
which is the great Fence to both. When the only ufe ^„ __ ^ ^
that was made of Laws, was, to find a colour to break jSlCu)=2anfllanoS
them ; when Judice was only pretended to fupport the (£.^%t*
higheit InjuRices ; when no Man's Fence was ftrong

enough to refift precarious Judges and fuborned Juries ; when adhering to Law
and Religion was become a Crime, and when prerogative which is only a power
to preferve the People on extraordinary occafions, was made the great Engine to

deftroy them : in a word, when no man was fafe in his innocence, nor fecure in

his Property ; and when the owning the concerns of the Nation in this great

Body, was accounted a Crime to be expiJited by the bell Blood that was in it
;

when I fay all thefe things were done, then was our Fence not only broken down,
but,—as if it were not enough to pluck up Park-pales without knocking down
the Owners with them,— fo Laws, Juilice and Trials were become the Words of

Form, to be made ufe of for dellroying us by Rule and Method, and were only

the Solemnities and Ceremonies of our Ruin."
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May rationally fuppofe that an Account of my
Negotiation in England, where I have been

attending the great Affair of Nczu-England for

more than Three Years, will be expelled from

me.

When I began my Voyage from Bojlon for London (which

was in April, 1688.) New-England was in a very deplorable

Condition. He that was then Governour there, aded by an

Illegal and Arbitrary Commiffion; and invaded Liberty and
Property after fuch a manner, as no man could fay any thing

was his own. Wife men believed it to be a neceffary Duty
to ufe all Lawful means to obtain fome Relief and Remedy
againft thofe growing Evils. This could not be done, with-

out firfl acquainting him who was then in the Throne, with

the
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the miferable State of his Subje61s in that Territory. No
man of common Prudence could be Infenfible of the Hazard
and Danger that would attend his Perfon and Family, in

appearing at Court as a Complainant againft a Governour
that was King James his Creature. Neverthelefs, being

encouraged by many of the principal Gentlemen in New-
Euglaiid, I refolved to venture, tho' I periflied in the

Attempt, rather than to fee my Countrey ruin'd.

In Jime following, I had the favour of waiting on the late

King : I muft acknowledge he was very kind and Obliging
in his Expreffions, giving me Liberty of Accefs in private to

him whenever I defired it ; feeming to wonder at the things

I acquainted him with, and profeffing that no man in the

World fliould be more ready to relieve the People Interceded

for, than he would. Notvvithftanding which, nothing was
done for them all that Summer. And indeed, good words
were as much as any one under my Chara61:er had reafon to

expe6l in King James his Court.

At the time of the happy Revolution in England (being

introduced by the Right Honourable my Lord Wharton, of

whofe kindnefs all New-Engla7id has caufe to be fenfible,

his Lordfliip having upon all Occafions concerned himfelf

for them) I made my humble Addreffes to his prefent

Majefty (then Prince of Orange) in behalf of that Countrey.

There was a Circular Letter drawn up to be fent to all the

Plantations, and in particular to Nezv-Eng/and, to confirm

thofe Governours in their Places till further Order. Mr.

Jephfon (the then Princes Secretary) fliewed me the Letter.

I affured him that New-England would be undone, if that

Letter fhould come to them : Within a few dayes he told

me that he had acquainted His Highnefs with what I faid

to him : Who had thereupon Ordered him not to tranfmit

that
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that Letter to New-England ; But to all the other Planta-

tions where there were Proteftant Governours. This was

certainly an happy turn for New-England. How would

their Oppreffors have infulted over them, had fuch a Letter

come into their hands! I knew that whilefl that People

enjoyed their Old Charter they profpered wonderfully : But

that fmce they were deprived of the Priviledges therein

contained, their ruins were multiplyed ; and that the Inhab-

itants were generally defirous of being refettled as in the

days of Old : for which caufe I refolved to do what was in

me that it might be fo.

Whenever I had the Honour of fpeaking to the King,

whether at White-Hall, Hampton-Court, or Kenfington, I

ftill mention'd the Charter, and always found that the King,

(although he judged it would be for the Advantage of New-
England, to have a Governor Commiffion'd by his Majefty,

yet that he) was gracioufly inclin'd to Reftore Charter-

Priviledges unto his Subjeds in that Territory. Once, at

Hampton-Court, his Majefty was pleafed to bid me reft

affured, that it fliould be fo, if it were in his Power to caufe

it to be done. I advifed with many wife Men about this

momentous Affair, whofe Judgment was. That the beft, and
mofl; effe6lual Courfe would be, to endeavour a Reverfion of
the Judgment againft the Charter of the Maffachufets, by an

A(ft of Parliament ; and after that, to Petition the King for

fuch additional Priviledges as fliould be thought needful. I

prayed Sir Henry AJJmrJl whom I knew to be a worthy
Member of the Convention (as well as of this prefent) Par-

liament, to concern himfelf for the good People in that

Countrey : Which he did without much intreaty, being of

himfelf forward to do Good: Nor is it poffible for New-
England ever duely to Recompenfe him for his fmcere

Intentions, and affiduous Endeavours to ferve them. We
both
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both of us fpake to many of the principal leading Men in

that Parliament : The Iffue of which, was, The Commons of
England Voted the Taking away the Charters belonging to

Neiv-England (as of thofe in England) to be Illegal, and a

Grievance, and that they ought to be Reflored. A Bill was

drawai up accordingly which Palled the Houfe of Commons,
and was fent to the Hotife of Lords for their Concurrence,

on January the Tenth, 1689. A great Interefl:, in behalf of

New-England, had been made amongft the Lords ; but that

Parliament being unexpededly Prorogu'd and Diffolv'd, a

whole Year s Sifyphcan Labour came to nothing.

When this prefent Parliament met, i-t was, for fome Rea-

fons, thought not advifeable to trouble them with the Affair

of New-England, Some Effays were then made, to fee if

by a Writ of Error in Judgment the Cafe relating to the

Maffachufets might be brought out of Chancery into the

Kings-Bench. But an unexpeded Providence rendred an

Attempt of that Nature vain. Never did I fee a more fignal

Hand of Heaven in any Matter, than in Difappointing all

Defigns and Fruflrating all Hopes for Obtaining the fo

much defired full Refiitution of all Charter-Priviledges, by a

Reverfion of the Judgment entred againft them. There was

now iDut one way left for the Settlement oi New-England, fc.

To implore the King's, Royal Favour.

It was not in the King's Power to Reverfe the Judgment
againft the Old Charter; neverthelefs, his Majefly had Power
to Re-incorporate his Subjed:s, thereby granting them a

New Charter, which fliould contain all the Old, with New,
and more Ample Priviledges.

This, Three of the Agents of the Maffachufets Colony

Petitioned for; the Right Honourable the Earl of Monmouth
condefcending
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coiidefcencling to deliver tliat Petition with his own Noble
Hand. After which, through the IntercelTion of a Great
and Worthy Pcrfonage, the King was graciouHy pleafed to

referr the Affair of New-England to the Confideration of

the two Chief Juftices, with his Majefty s Attorney, and
Sollicitor-General They Four met three or four times

:

They were fo kind as to give me leave to be prefent with
them at all their Confultations. The Heads of the Charter
belonging to the Alajfachufeis Colony, and of that granted to

Sir Ferdinando Gorges, were prefented in Writing; together

with what additional Priviledges we did at prefent pray for.

They all thought there was nothing Unreafonable or Preju-

dicial to the King's Intereft in what was requefted. Thefe
things were prefented to the King by my Lord Chief Juflice

Holt. The King ordered him to prefent them to the

Council; which was done on the Firft of January lafl

;

when they were referred to the Confideration of the Right
Honourable the Lords of the Committee for Foreign
Plantations.

Immediately upon this, the King began his Royal Voyage
for Holland ; untill whofe Happy Return nothing could be
effeded as to the Settlement o\ New-England. In the mean
time, I drew up feveral Reafons for the Confirmation of
Charter-Priviledges granted to the Majfachnfcts Colony;
which I difperfed among the Lords of his Majefty's moft
Honourable Privy-Council ; and did particularly addrefs my
felf to the greateft part of them, humbly praying their

Lordfliips Flavour to New-England, in a Matter which
feemed fo Juft and Equitable : And had affurance from
many of them, that whenever the Affair of Neiu-England
fliould come before the Council-Board, they would do what
in them was, that Ancient Rights and Priviledges might be

Rejlored.

Moreover,
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Moreover, a Noble Perfonage did me the Honour to

introduce me to the Queen, that fo I might have an Oppor-

tunity to follicit Her Majefty's Royal Favour towards her

Subjeds in Nciv-England. I affured her Majefty, That
there are none better affe61ed to their Majefties Government,

and that on that account they had been expofed to the Rage
of the French, and other Enemies to the prefent Government
in England ; and that the King having referred the Confid-

eration of the Affair of New-England to the two Chief

Juftices, with the Attorney and SollicitoY-General ; we only

prayed, that what they thought was reafonable, might be

granted us.

The Queen gracioufly replied. That that was a reafonable

Requejl, and that Jlie hoped it wotild be done for us, only it

could not be done but by the CoitnciL Her Majefly moreover

affured me. That flie had divers times fpoken to the King
in behalf of New-England, and that, for her ozvn part, flie

defired that that People might not only have what was J uft

do7ie for them, but that fomething of Favour might be fJiown

to them. I the rather mention this, that fo all

New-Eitgland may be excited to Pray for fo Gracious a

Qtieen.

When the Ki^tg returned to England, he ftayed not there

above a Fortnight : In which time I had twice the Honour
to wait on his Majefty in behalf of Nezv-England. The Firft

time I only delivered the laft Addrefs from the General-

Court at Boflon, viz. that of Decemb. i6. 1690. and a Petition

from many Merchants in Londo7i, praying That Charter-

Priviledges might be reftored to New-England ; and that

fome Frigats might be fent for the Security of thofe Coafts.

The Second time, I humbly prayed the Continuance of his

Royal Favour to his Subjeds in that Territory. The King
was
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was then pleafed to afke me What I would have to be done

for New-England? ' 1 humbly put his Majefty in mind of

' our Old Charter-Priviledges : And that if they fliould by
• his Royal Favour and Goodnefs, be reftored, that would
' make his Majefty's Name Great in thofe Ends of the Earth,

' as long as the World fliould ftand : That none of his Sub-
' je6ls prayed more for his Royal Perfon, and for the Succefs
' of his Arms, than they did : That they were all of them
' Proteflants, and that they diftered in leffer Matters from
' fome others, being of thofe that were called Prejbyterians
' and Congregational-Men : That his Majefty, in his great
' Wifdom, had confidered the Circumftances of England, and

'the Circumftances of Scotland : That, according to his

' Royal Wifdom, he would confider the Circumftances of
' New-Engla7id alfo ; and that fuch Rulers would not be
' agreeable to them, as were very proper to the other Englifli

' Plantationsl The King replied to me, That within two

or three days he expedled a Report from the Committee of

Lords, for Foreign Plantations, and that he fliould then fee

what could be done.

Two days after this {viz. on April \}^^ 2Pth. 1691.) it was

by the Lords of the Committee propofed to the King,

Whether he would have the People in New-England make
what Laws, and appoint what Officers They pleafed ? Or,

Whether He would have a Negative Voice on all Acfls of

Government? The King was very inquifitive to know
whether he might, without any Breach of Law, fet a Gover-

nour over that Colony : (For we have a King now that will

not A61 contrary to Law.) The Lord Chief Jtijlice, and
fome other of the Council, anfwer'd. That whatever might

be the Merit of the Caufe, inafmuch as the Charter of

MaJJTachufets Colony, in New-England, flood vacated by a

Judgment againft them, it was certainly in the King's Power
to
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to put them under what Form of Goverment he fliould

think beft for them. The King then faid, That he was
defirous to promote the Welfare of Neiv-Eugland, as well as

of England ; and that he believed it would be for the Good
and Advantage of his Subjeds in that Colony, to be under
a Governour appointed by himfelf : Neverthelefs, That he
would have the Agents ^i New-England Nominate a Perfon

that fliould be agreeable to the Temper and Inclinations of

the People there ; only that, at this time, it was neceffary

that a Military Man fliould be fet over them ; and that this

notwithflanding, he fliould have Charter-Priviledges Refl:ored

and Confirmed to them.

The next day, the King began his Second Royal Vo3^age

for Holland ; but an Order of Cozincil was drawn up, intim-

ating, That it was the King's Pleafure to have a Governour
of his own Appointing fent to New-England, who fliould

have a Negative Voice in all A(5ls of Government : And,
that the Majfachufcts Colony fliould be fettled on the fame

Foundation with Barbadoes Sec. And that a Charter fliould

be prepared accordingly. As foon as I had a Copy of this

Order of Council, I went with it to four or five of the Lords
of His Majefty's moft Honourable Privy-Council: Everyone
of which faid. That as it was worded, it did not (in their

Opinion) agree with the King's Expreffions or Intentions.

Moreover, I caufed a Copy of this Order to be tranfniitted

to my Lord Sidney, ono. of his Majefty's Principal Secretaries

of State, then with the King in Flanders ; praying. That if

that Order, Signed by one of the Clerks of the Council, was
not according to the King's Mind, His Majefty would
gracioufly pleafe to fignifie his Dif-approbation thereof: But
no fuch Signification ever came.

The Attorney-General, in the mean time, prepared a

Draught
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Draught of a Charter, according to what he took to be the

King's Mind, as expreffed when his Majefty was lafl in

Council. In that Draught, the Free-men (and not all Free-

holders,) had Power to Chufe the Deputy-Governour, and
the other General Officers : And the King's Governour had
not a Negative Voice allowed him in any Cafe.

This Draught was prefented at the Council-Board on the

Eighth Day of Jtme laft ; when it was by fome obje6led,

That by fuch a Charter as this, the King's Governour would
be made a Governor of Clouts ; and Order was given to

prepare new Minutes, or Heads, for another Draught

:

Which indeed made the Charter defigned to be no Charter

of hicorporation, and did deprive the Mafjachufets of fome
Effential Priviledges in their former Charter. When thofe

Minutes were agreed on by the Lords, the Secretary of the

Commiffion gave me a Copy of them ; with an Order from
their Lordfliips, That if the Agents of the Maffachufets
Colony were not fatisfied therewith, they fhould bring in

their Obje61ions to Mr. Attorney-General. I fliewed the

Order to the other Agents. Sir Henry A/Jttnfl went with
me to the Attorney-General. I expreffed my Diffatisfa6lion,

perhaps, with a greater Pathos than I fliould have done,
earneflly protefting, that I would fooner part with my Life,

than Confent to the Minutes or any thing elfe that did
infringe any Liberty or Priviledge of Right belonging to my
Countrey. The like I faid to fome Minifters of State: Who
replied, That our Confent was not expeded nor defired

:

For they did not think the Agents of New-England were
Plenipotentiaries from another Sovereign State, but that if

we declared that we would not fubmit to the King's Pleafure,

his Majefty was refolved to fettle the Countrey, and we muft
take what would follow.

I drew
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I drew up fome Reafons againfl the Minutes propofed
;

Sir Henry Afliurfl joyned with me therein ; we argued
7'hat the King had gracioufly promifed a Reftoration of
Charter-Priviledges to New-England ; and that Charter-

Priviledges might with as much and more reafon be with-

held from any, or all the Corporations in England, which
were never legally Reftored, as from New-England ; with
feveral other Arguments too large to be here inferted. Thefe
Reafons we delivered in Writing to the King's Attorney-
General, who prefented them to the Lords at the Council
Board. I likewife caufed a Copy of them to be fent over to

the King in Flanders. Moreover, fome Great Ones at

Court wrote to feveral of the Miniflers of State who were
with the King, entreating them to ufe their Interefl with his

Majefty, that nothing might be Impofed on New-Englajid,
which would be grievous to his good Subjects there.

Some were apt to think, that if the King were in England,
we might prevail with his Majefty to fignifie his Difallowance
of thofe Minutes which were fo grievous to us ; and that

therefore it might not be amifs to write to the King in

Flanders, praying that a ftop might be put to any further

Proceedings about the Charter, until his Majefty's happy
Return to England. I defired a Great Perfon (whom I

knew the Queen had an high Efteem of) to pray her Majefty

to write to the King, That he would gracioufty pleafe to

Comimand that the Charter ftiould Pafs, as drawn up by the

Attorney-General ; or elfe that it fliould be Deferred until

his Majefty's coming. The Queen was fo kind as to do this

for New-England. I now concluded that nothing more
would be done for fome Months.

By continual Attendance on this arduous Affair, I had
broken my Natural Reft, and negle6led my Neceffary Food,
infomuch that my Health was greatly impaired : Phyficians

advifed
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advlfed me to recede into the Countrey, and ufe Mineral

Waters for my Recovery.

Before I had been there long, I had (and was furprized at

it) notice that the King had fignified his Approbation of the

Minutes which we were fo much concerned about; and that

it was his Royal Pleafure that New-England fliould be forth-

with fettled accordingly.

Likewife, a very great Man, and a great Friend of Neiu-

Englaiid defired a Perfon of Quality to advife me to take

up with what was propofed ; withall adding, that if the

King were in Englaiid, as matters were now circumflanced,

nothing more, or better could be expeded. I immediately

returned to London.
His Majefly's Principal Secretary of State affured me,

that he had received fuch a Signification of the King's

Pleafure as has been mentioned ; and was pleafed to let me
fee the Letter ; wherein it was exprefQy declared, not only

that the King did approve of the Minutes agreed unto by

the Lords of the Committee, but that he did by no means

approve of the ObjeHions which the Agents of Nezv-England

had made againft them.

We then refolved however to get as much Good, and

prevent as much Hurt to the Countrey as poffible might be.

A Petition was Signed by Sir Henry A/Jiurjl and my felf,

praying, That no Property belonging to that Colony, or to

any therein, might by the New Charter be taken from them,

nor any Priviledges which they had a Right unto : That the

Province of Mayn might be Confirmed : Nova Scotia added

to the Majfachufets : And, That New Hamp/Jiire might be

put under that Government. As to what concerns Hamp-
JJiire, we were told, the People there defired to be under any

Government in the World, rather than that of Majfachufets.

Great Oppofition was made againft what was propofed

concerning the Province of Mayn, but at laft it was granted,

and
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and Nova Scotia fo far as in the Charter is expreffed. Jufl

at this time, Letters came to my hand from Plymouth
Colony, giving me the Thanks of the General Court there,

for that 1 had prevented their being annexed to New-York
(which was by fome Perfons of Interefl; defigned above a

Year ago :) And intimating, The the generahty of People

there defired to have a diftin6l Charter, and be confirmed

as a diftindt Government amongft themfelves : But if that

could not be obtained, that then, for the Lord's fake, I

would endeavour that they might be united to Bojioii, rather

than to New-York.

When I underflood the Charter was finiflied, and had
been read before the Lords, I prayed that I might fee it, and
carry it to Councel ; becaufe there might be fome Claufes in

it which their Lordfliips might have fuch Reafons fuggefted

to them, as they would think meet to expunge them, or to

add fome Particulars which might be Beneficial to his Ma-
jefty's Subje6ls in that Colon3^ and no ways Prejudicial to

the King's Intereft, nor yet inconfiftent with thofe Minutes
which they would not fuffer to be contradicted. This Re-

queft was granted, only I muft return the Copy within a {^^

days : An Eminent Councellor perufed it two or three times,

and made his Rcma^'ks on it.

That Phrafe of Corporal Oath was allowed, that fo no
Snare might be laid before fuch as fcruple Swearing on the

Book. A Claufe was added. Confirming Grants made by
the General Court, notwithftanding any defe6l that might
attend the Form of Conveyance, that fo Mens Titles to

their Lands might not be invalidated, only for that the Laws
which gave them their Right", had not paffed under the

Publick Seal in the time of the former Government. Some
other Alterations we prayed for, but we could not obtain

them.

The
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The Queftion now, was, Whether we Jliotdd fiibmit to this

New Settlement ? Or, in hopes of obtaining a Reverjion of
the Judgment againfi the Old Charter, fignifie to the Miniflers

of State, that we had rather have no Charter at all, thanfuch

an one as was now propofed to acceptance / I know that in

the multitude of Councellors there is fafety, and did therefore

advife with many, and with Perfons Unprejudiced, and of

the greateft Wifdom and AbiHty to judge ; with Noblemen,

Gentlemen, Divines and Lawyers : They all agreed, that it

was not only Lawful, but, all Circumftances confidered, a

Duty to fubmit to what was now offered. Some faid. They
were very weak Men, and unfit to appear as Agents for a

Colony, that fliould make any Queflion of it. Others faid,

that a preremptory Refufal would bring not only a greater

Inconvenience, but a fatal Ruine on New-England ; and

then Mankind would lay the blame on the Weaknefs and

Wilfulnefs of the Agents, who when they could not have

what they would, ought to fubmit to what they could get.

The Opinion of the Lawyers, was. That fuch a Paffive

Submiffion was not a Surrender, inafmuch as nothing was

done under Hand and Seal: Nor could there be a Surrender

in this cafe, fmce Judgment was already Entred and Re-

corded againft the Old Charter: Nor were the Agents

capable of Surrendring, as not being Plenipotentiaries ; and

that their taking up with this, did not make the People in

that Colony, in Law, uncapable of obtaining all their Old
Priviledges, whenever a favourable Opportunity fliould pre-

fent it felf ; for the World knew, that in a prefent parting

with any of their ancient Rights, they were forced to yield

unto Neceffity. I remember an Honeft Lawyer, and a Well-

wiflier to New-England, told me. That if we were put to our

Choice, whether to enjoy our Old Charter (which he was
well acquainted with) again, juft as it was, or to take up with

this, (all things duely confidered,) we were not wife if we did

not
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not chufe this rather than that. It was confidered, That a

Judgment, (right or wrong) not in Court of Kings-Bench,
but in Chancery, {landing on Record againft the Charter oi
the Maffachifets, whereby it was vacated and annihilated,

that Colony was fallen into the Kings Hands; fo that he
might put them under what Governours, or what Form of
Government he fliould pleafe. Their Agents might beg for

a full Reftitution of all Ancient Priviledges, but they might
not either Chufe or Refufe as to them fliould feem beft. It

was confidered. That there was no probability of obtaining
a Reverfion of the Judgment againft the former Charter.

We favv it was in vain to attempt to bring it out of Chancery
into the Court of Kings Bench. There were thoughts of

bringing the Matter into the Hoiife of Lords by a Writ of
Error in Judgment; but it was believed that no Cnrjitor

would now venture to Sign a Writ of Error ; and that if he
fliould, the Lords would not be forward to concern them-
felves in this Affair.

Although the Archbifliop of Caiitnrdicry that now is, and
many of the prefent Bifliops, are Friends to Nezu-England,
(as well as to all good Men,) and I have caufe to acknowledge
the perfonal Refpe6t I have received from many of them :

And although a great Intereft has been made for N'ezu-Eng-

land amongft the Temporal Lords ; neverthelefs, when they
fliould underfland that the King was defirous to have the

Countrey put under another Form of Government, which
his Royal Wifdom judged would be better for them than
what they formerly enjoyed, the Lords would be very flow

in doing any thing that they knew would be diffatisfadory

to his Majefty. And if they fliould fee caufe to take the

Cafe of New-England into their Confideration, though they
would not Juftifie the manner of Proceedings; yet when
they fliould hear all that was to be Objeded againft the

Governour
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Governour and Company, on the Account of their having
exceeded the Powers of their Charter in feveral Particulars,

and in a very high degree, they would certainly judge that

they had merited a Condemnation thereof. It was alfo

Confidered, That the Old Charter was, in more refpeds

than one, very defe6tive : For by that, the Government in

New-E7iglaiid had no more Power than Corporatio7is in

England have. But thofe Corporations have not Power in

Ceipital Cafes. Both the Judges and Eminent Lawyers have
affured me that though Power was given to Corporations in

Criminal, except Capital Cafes be partictilarly expreffcd, their

Power does not reach fo far : Nor was there any thing in the

Old Charter concerning an Honfe of Deputies, or Affembly

of Reprefentatives : Nor had the Governour and Company
Power to impofe Taxes on the Inhabitants : Nor to Erecfl

Courts of Admiralty &c. The King's Attorney-General
(who is no Enemy to Neiu-England) declared, the two Chief
Juftices, and Sollicitor-General, concurring with him, That
fuppofing the Judgment againft the Charter of the Maffa-
cliifets to be Reverfed, if the Government fliould exert fuch

Powers as before the Quo Warranto againft their Charter
they had done, there would now be a Writ of Seire Facias
iffued out againft them in Weflminfier-Hall, and their Char-
ter-Priviledges would undoubtedly be taken from them.
And it was Confidered, That if the Judgment againft the

Old Charter had been Reverfed by A^ of Parliainejit, the

Maffacliufets Colony would, for all that, have been in a far

more miferable Condition than by the prefent Settlement
they are reduced unto : For then the Provijiee of Mayn, as

to Government, would have been taken from them, hnce
Government is a Truft that cannot be fold ; and Hampfiire
(which would have been made to extend as far as Salem)
and Plymouth, would have been put under a Governour fent

from England; which Governour would have had the

Command
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Command over the Militia, and the Power of Admiralty &C
in the Majfachufets Colony : So that, in fine, Bojlo^t would
have been deprived of Trade, and the whole Colony made
very infignificant: And if they had exerted Powers neceffary

for the Supportation of their Government, perpetual Com-
plaints would have been made againft them. It was more-
over Confidered, That if the Agents of that Colony had
fignified to the Miniflers of State, that they had rather have
no Charter at all, than this which the King was pleafed to

grant to them, the Confequence would have been, that they
fhould have had a Governour wholly a Stranger to New-
England, and a Deputy-Governour not acceptable to the

People there; and many of his Councellors Strangers, and
others of them fuch as were Androfs' Creatures ; and that

this Governour fhould have had the fame Power which the

Governours in other Plantations have, to Appoint the Gen-
eral Officers. They are very weak Men that doubt of this

;

and if they will look no further than their Neighbours at

New-York and Virginia, they may fee Demonftrations before

their Eyes fufiicient to convince them. It was likewife

Confidered, That fome Perfons in London were endeavouring
to get a Patient for all Mines, Minerals, Gums &c in New-
England: Which Defign was, of late, likely to have taken
effe(5l, only the New Charter has moft happily prevented that

which would have been of pernicious Confequence to all that

Territory. It was further Confidered, That by this New
Charter great Priviledges are granted to the People in New-
England, and, in fome Particulars, greater than they formerly

enjoyed : For all EngliJJt Liberties are reflored to them : No
Perfons fliall have a Penny of their Eftates taken from them

;

nor any Laws impofed on them, without their own Confent by
Reprefentatives chofen by themfelves. Religion is fecured

;

for Liberty is granted to all Men to Worfliip God after that

manner which in their Confciences they fiiall be perfwaded
is
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is the moft Scriptural way. The General Court may by
Laws Encourage and Prote(5l that Religion which is the

general Profeffion of the Inhabitants there. They may flill

have Jtidgcs, as at thefirji ; and Councellors, as at the begin-

f the fault be not their own. As Ions: as their Prin
fc>

ning,

cipal Magiftrates, Judges, Juflices of the Peace, are fuch as

will encourage Vertue and Piety, and punifli Vice, Religion

will flourifli : And if they have not fuch, the fault will not

be in the New-Charter, but in themfelves ; fmce no bad
Councellor, Judge, or Juftice of the Peace, can now be
impofed on them. Thefe things are as a Wall of Defence
about the Lord's Vineyard in that part of the World. The
General Court (now that the Maffachiifets Colony is made a

Province) hath, with the King's Approbation, as much Power
in New-England, as the King and Parliament have in Eng-
land ; which is more than could be faid in the time of the

former Government there, which had only the Power of a

Corporation. The General Court has now Power to impofe
Taxes upon all the Inhabitants ; and to make Laws which
fhall Incorporate Towns, or Schools of Learning &c which
by the Firft Charter they had not Power to do. That
Countrey may now expedl; Protection and Affiftance from
England, as the Matter fliall require, more than formerly.

And although there are fome things in this New-Charter
which are not defirable, yet nothing that is intolerable.

Take it with all its Faults, and it is not fo bad, but that when
I left New-E7igland, the Inhabitants of that Territory would
gladly have parted with many a Thoufand Pound to have
obtained one fo good. The great fear is, that though at

prefent there be a good Governour, (appointed by the King)
who wiflieth well to New-England ; yet he will quickly be
removed, and perhaps an Enemy come in his room. But I

am morally certain of it, that if they hearken to the Advice
of their bed Friends, no Perfon not agreeable to New-

England,
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England, in refpedl of Religion, and the Temper of that

People, will be fet over them, during their prefent Majefties

Reign, whom the God of Heaven fend long to Live and
Reign. Yet fuppofe it fliould be otherwife : Suppofe a
Perfon as bad as Andro/s (and the New-Englandcrs think

there can hardly be a worfe,) fliould come amongft them,
What can he do ? He cannot without the Confent of the

Council Chofen by the Reprefentatives of the People, appoint

a Sheriff to pack Juries to ferve his turn ; nor Judges that

will a6l againft their Confciences, rather than difpleafe him.

Nor can he now fend Men out of the Counlrey, without
their own confent. Nor can he and his Creatures make
Laws, or Leavy Taxes ; nor Invade any Man's Property,

under pretence that it is the King's ; and that they muft
come to him for Patents, that fo they may have a true Title

to their Lands and Eflates. Nor can he, without violating

the Magna Chaj'ta of New-E7igland, difturb any Man for his

Religion. The King's Governour has a Negative Voice in

all A6ls of Government ; which may be thought a great

Infringement of the Peoples Liberty ; and indeed, makes
the Civil Government of New-England more Monarchical
and lefs Democralical than in former Times. Neverthelefs,

the People have a Negative on him. In which refpe(ft, New-
England \s hy i\\\s Charter more priviledged than Ireland,

and than any Englifli Plantation whatfoever, or than they

that live in England it felf are. Appeals to England are

allowed of by this New Charter ; but only in Perfonal (not

in Real or Mixed) Aclio7is, where the matter of difference is

above Three hundred Pounds Sterling in value. So that

as to Titles of Land there cannot be any Appeal to England,
but thofe Controverfies are to have a final Determination
in Courts of Judicature amongfl themfelves. And Laws
Ena6led by the General Court, are to be tranfmitted to the

King for his Royal Approbation : Neverthelefs, thofe laws,

when
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when made, are to be in force as foon as made, until fuch

time as difallowed of by the King : And if not within the

fpace of Three Years the King's Difapprobation be not

fignified, thofe Laws are to be Perpetual, except by the

General Court they fliall be Repealed. By the Old Charter,

the Governour and Company might not make any Laws
contrary to the Laws of England : And fuch reafonable

Laws as are not contrary thereto, will no doubt be Confirmed

by his Majefty, if the People in New-England be not wanting

to themfelves as to due Endeavours that it may be fo. All

thefe things duely confidered, the Befl and Wifeft Men in

England thought that the Perfons who were concerned for

New-England, would do an ill Service for their Countrey, if

they fliould preremptorialy decline a Submiffion to this

Setdement, and thereby bring upon themfelves that which

would be much more undefirable.

I muft beg leave (for it is a Truth) to fay this further,

That whereas the People in New-England have not obtained

all the Charter-Priviledges which they have at feveral times

Petitioned Their Majefties for, they have more reafon to

blame themfelves than thofe of their Agents, who did their

utmoft to procure every thing for them which they prayed

for. Had they at the time of the Revolution, entred upon
the ftUl Exercife of their Old Charter-Government, and then

humbly fignified to the King that they had fo done ; and
that they were perfwaded. His Majefty, who declared, when
Prince of Orange, That Charters and Ancient Priviledges

fliould be reflored to the Englifli Nation in general, would

not be offended at them on the account of their adhering to

what was their undoubted Right ; wife Men are of Opinion

that they might have gone on without difturbance, until fuch

time as new Complaints fliould be exhibited againft them,

on the account of doing things which by their Charter they

were never impowered to do. But in an Addrefs to the

King
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King they affure his Majefty, That they had not entrcd tcpon

the full Exercife of their Charter-Goverjzment ; but that not
havi7ig received Dire^iofis from England, which they htmibly

waited for, they entred tip07i the Governme^it for the Prefer-
vation of the Peace, until fuch time as they fJiotild receive an
Orderly Settle^nent from England ; which they prayed might
be according to their Old Charter, that had been unrighteoufly

taken from them.

Now when wife Men in Lojidon faw this : Will you (faid

they) who are Agents for the Maffachufets Colony, refufe to

fubmit to a Settlement of your Government from England,
when your Principals have fignified to the King that they
will do it ? Who gave you that Power of Refufal ? Has
the General Court, in an Addrefs to the King, declared,

They have not entred on the full Exercife of their Charter-

Government, but that they wait for the King's Plcafure, as

to their Settlement ; then furely they have not given you
private Inftru6lions not to fubmit ? And if they have not,

you cannot anfwer your Refufals to your Principals, nor to

the King, nor to Mankind. Have not your Magiftrates

caufed a new Claufe to be added to the ufual Oath to be
taken by the Affiftants, viz, That if contrary Orders arrive

frojn England, that Oath fliall not oblige them to ferve as

Affiftants until the Year be expired? Shall then their

Agents proteft againft fuch Orders ?

Such as thefe have been the Reafonings of wife Men in

London. Moreover, the Government in New-England
Petitioned the King to affift them with Frigats, and Supplies

of Arms and Ammunition ; which was, in effedl, to pray for

a Governour. They could not be fo weak, to think the

King would fend the one without the other.

When I wrote to this purpofe to a principal Perfon in

Government there ; the Anfwer returned to me, was, That
I,
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I, and other Perfons that were employed as Agents for that

Colon3^ ought to look on it as the principal thing committed

to our Care and Truft ; and that, pj^cferrabie to all other

things zvhatfoever : To endeavour the obtaining Affiftance

from their Majefties againft the French and other Enemies
;

and that this was the fence of the generality of the fober

People in Nciu-England. So that if thefe two came in

Competition, either to have the Old Charter juft as it was,

or to get Affiftance from England ; we were told we fliould

be Unfaithful to our Truft, if we did not preferr the latter

to the former.

Yet further : The Countrey was fo impoveriftied by the

Wars made upon them, as that they could not fend a compe-
tent Supply to their Agents for the management of their

Affair.

Befides what was fent to me out of New-England, I

expended upwards of Two Hundred Pounds of my own
Perfonal Eftate, out of Love to that People. And I did,

for their fakes, borrow of a Merchant in London above

Three Hundred Pounds more, which was Two Years before

care was taken for the Repayment of it.

The laft Year, fome who were hearty Well-wiftiers to

New-England, wrote thither, That they muft conftder, their

Life, their Religion, the Welfare of their Pofterity for ever,

depended on a fuitable Supply for their Agents that were
concerned in Tranfa61ing their great Affairs at Court. This

notwithftanding, for more than a Twelvemonth, not one
Penny was returned : So that I was neceffitated, either to

fuffer Ruine to come upon the Countrey where I had fpent

the greateft part of my Life, or elfe muft borrow Money
again to ferve them : Which I did, and Engaged all the

Eftate I have in the World for the Repayment thereof:

This is more than ever any man did before me, and perhaps
more
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more than any Perfon (o Circumflanced as I have bin, will

do after me.

And what was I able to do more ? I do humbly affirm,

That there is not a man in this World, that has done more,

nor fo much, towards the obtaining of a full Reftitution of

all Charter-Priviledges to New-Englaiid, as I have done.

And as to the undefirable Minutes in the New Charter,

there is no perfon living that has manifefled his diffent

therefrom, or more oppofed, or done more to prevent them,

than I have : But to reje61: all the Good therein, becaufe of

fome things inconvenient, is that which I dared not be guilty

of. As Day and Night have feen it, fo I can, and I do
appeal to Heaven and Earth, that I have ferved that People

with all Fidelity to the very utmofl of my Power.

And now they mufl give me leave to give them the befl:

Advice I can. I fliall not need (for they will do it of them-

felves) to perfwade them to fend an Addrefs of Humble
Thanks to their Majefties, for their Royal Favour in Reflor-

ing Property, and in Conferring greater Priviledges on
New-England, than have bin granted to any other Englifh

Plantation. And for that their Majefties have been gracioufly

pleafed to put the prefent Government oi New-Engla7id\\\\.o

good hands. The Perfon Nominated for Governour (Sir

William Phipps) is one that has ventured his Life to ferve

his Countrey. When Gideon did fo, the Children of Ifrael

were defirous that he fliould Rule over them : The Deputy-

Governour, Mr. Sloughton, is one whofe worth is known in

both Englands. One of more than ordinary Accomplifh-

ments, both as to parts Natural and Acquired, and as to

Vertue and Integrity. And as for the Twenty Eight Affif-

tants, who are appointed to be of the Governours Council,

every man of them is a Friend to New-England, and to the

Churches
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Churches and Interefl; of Chrift therein. To be in the

hands of fuch Rulers is an invaluable Mercy.

As for me, whom the Lord Jefus has made ufe of as an
Inftrument in his Hand, for obtaining this Mercy for New-
Engla7id ; I defire no Acknowledgement, nor any Reward
in the leaft, for the Difficult and Expenfive Service I have
for their fakes gone through. Let me wait for my Recom-
penfe till the Refurredlion of the Juft. But if that People

be not thankful to God, and to the King and Queen, for

what has been done for them ; not only the King and
Queen, but the Majeily of Heaven, may juflly be incenfed

againft them. To be thankful for what is given, is the way
to receive more from God and Men.

But let me Propofe,

I. That the General Court do, without delay, agree upon
a Body of Good Laws. They may make fuch Laws for the

Setdement oi the Militia, and for the fecuring of Liberty to

the SubjeCl, as (liall be better than their Old Charter. And
as to what concerns the Upholding of Religion in that

Countrey, there are efpecially Two things which may be
done. The one, is>. By Laws to Encourage an Able and
Faithful Miniftry. The other, is to take care that the Col-

ledge be Confirmed in fuch Hands, as will make it their

Concern to Promote and Propogate Vertue and Learning.

It was in a fpecial manner with refpecfl thereunto, that I did

undertake a Voyage for England 2hQV^ Three Years and an
half fince. As long as that Countrey lay unfettled, as to the

Civil Government, I could not do much for the Colledge

;

only I prevailed with a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, to

bequeath a Legacy of Five Hundred Pounds to that Society.

And now in this New-Charter, all Donations or Revenues
granted to that Academy, are by the King, under the Great
Seal of England, Confirmed. 1 humbly propofed to fome

great
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great Miniflers of State, That a particular Charter might be
granted for the Incorporating that School for Academical
Learning. Anfwer was made, That it fliould be fo, if I

defired it : But that a better way would be, for the General
Court of the MaJfacJmfets Colony, by a Law, to Incorporate

their Colledge ; and to make it an Univerfity, with as ample
Priviledges as they fliould think neceffary ; and then tranfmit

that An of the General Court to England, for the Royal
Approbation ; which would undoubtedly be obtained. I

look upon this Particular alone, to be well worth my going
to Englafid, and there ferving half an Apprenticefliip ; for

that no fmall Concernment of Religion, and the Happinefs
of future Generations, are comprehended in this Matter
refpeding the Colledge.

2. I take it to be good Advice, That Judges, Sheriffs,

Juftices of the Peace, fliould be Eftabliflied throughout the

Province, of fuch as are Men fearing God ; and that their

Commifflons continue, Qzcam dm fe bent gejferint.

However it fliall be, whether my Counfels be followed or

not, or whether my fmcere Intentions, and unwearied En-
deavours to ferve New-England, find Acceptance with them
or no^ I have this to comfort my felf with, That God has
been fo gracious to me, as to make me inftrumental in

obtaining for my Countrey aMAGNA CHARTA, whereby
Religion and Englifli Liberties, with fome peculiar Privi-

ledges, Liberties, and all Mens Properties, are Confirmed
and Secured, (Allowance being given for the Inftability of

all Humane Affairs) to Them and their Poflerity for evermore.

LONDON
""r^t^'- INCREASE MATHER,
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AN
EXTRACT of a LETTER

(WRITTEN

By fome of the moft Eminent Noncon-

formiji Divines in London^
Concerning the

NEW CHARTER
Granted to the

Colony of Majfachufets in NEW-ENGLAND.

To the much Honoured Gejicral Coitrl Affembled at Bojion

in New-England.

Much Honoured Gentlemen,

We mnjl give this true Tejiimony of otir 7niich Ef-
teeined and Beloved Brother, Mr Increafe Mather,
That with inviolate Integrity, excellent Prudence,

and tcnfainting Diligence, he has -managed the

great Bujinefs committed to his Trujl. As he is injlrucled

in the School of Heaven, to miniflcr in the Affairs of the

Soul ; fo he is furnifit with a Talent, to trajifafl Afairs
of State. His Proceedhigs have been with that Caution
and CircumfpeBion, as is correfpondent to the weight of his

Co77tmiffion. He with Courage and Conflancy has purfued
the Noble Scope of his Employment ; and under/landing

the
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the true Moment of things, has preferred the Pnblick Good
to the vai7i Conceits of fame, that 7nore might have been

obtained, if peremptorily inffled on. Coifidering the open

Oppofition, and fecret Arts, that have been iifed to fruf
trate the befl Endeavours for the Interefi of New-England,
the happy Iffue of things is fiiperiour to our Expectations.

Your prefent Ch3.Yterfeeures Liberty and Property, the fairefl

Flowers of the Civil State : And luhich is incomparably more
valuable, it feeures the enjoyment of the bleffed Gofpel in its

Purity and Freedom. Although there is a refiraint of your
Power in fome things that were grarited in your former
Charter ; yet thei'e arefome ample Priviledges iii other things^

that 7nay be of perpetual Advantage to the Colo7iy.

We doubt 7iot but your faithful Agent will receive a
gracious Reward Above; and we hope his fuccefsful Service

will be welconid with your entire Approbation, and grateful
Acceptance.

LONDON
oaob.

1691

We
Your very Htimble
And Faithful Servants,

William Bates,

Thomas Woodcock,

Matthew Mead,
Matthezv Barker,
Richard Stretton,

Vincent Al/op,

jfohn Howe,

John James,
Samuel Annejley,

George Griffith,

Richard Mayo,
JJaac Chauncey,

John Quick.

THE END.



NOTE.
'"* In regard to the foregoing pamphlet, Calef (More Wonders of the Invifible

World, Drake's edition, iii, 150) writes as follows :

" Mr. Mather perhaps fearing he fliould have but fmall thanks here for hi.s

having fo far an hand in bringing upon them thofe unacceptable Changes, wrote

and caufed to be Printed, an Account of his Negotiation ; but furely by fome

Error in the Conception, it proved only an Etubrio, and was flifled as loon as

born. One indeed, defigned to be as is were a Pofthumous, was left with Mr.

Bailey, formerly oi Bojlon and a Member of the North-Church, with a charge not

to fuffer it to be feen till he were gone to New-England; yet it feems that fome

other perfon got a fight of it, which was the occafion of Mr. Mather''s fending

him that Minatory Epiftle, by fome call'd a Bull."

In reply to this, we quote from " Some Few Remarks upon a Scandalous Book
written by Robert Calef," pp. 28-29, ^s follows :

" The Author of the

Scurrilous Book now need not to wonder that Mr. Mather fhould Print a Brief

Narrative of his Negotiation in England : He had before fent a written Copy

thereof to New-England, which was read in the General Court (as we are in-

formed) unto their great Satisfa6lion. Yet he did not without grounds conjefture

that there might be other perfons in the world, of the fame Kidney with this

Calf; and therefore, that fo (efpecially in cafe of his own Mortallity at Sea) his

Friends might do him Juftice, it was great Prudence in him to Print a convenient

Number of Copies of the faid Narrative. The Adverfary on this occafion goes

oa to fling at Mr. Mather. A Letter he fent to one in Englattd at the fame time

with himfelf, who formerly belonged to the North-Church in Bq/lon, which Letter

(he fayes)/t?w^ call a Bull. But what matters it if they call it fo, and a Calf too ?

Since that, the perfon he mentions is returned to New-England, and he did

acknowledge his Error before Mr. Mather and one of the Deacons of the North-

Church. Whereupon Mr. Mather did as became a Difciple of Chrifl, Forgive

him, and declared himfelf Reconciled unto him."

From all this it appears that Mr. Bailey was carelefs in his difcharge of duty,

and that Mather reprimanded him fharply. The edition of the Narrative of the

Agents was certainly not cancelled, as copies of this pamphlet do not feem to be

of peculiar rarity.





I. MATHER'S

ADDRESS TO THE INHABITANTS.

1693.



PREFATORY NOTE^

'"®The following trafl is prefixed to the fermon entitled " The Great Bleffing

of Primitive Counfellours. Difcourfed in a Sermon, Preached in the Audience
of the Governour, Council, and Reprefentatives of the Province of the Maffachu-
fets-Bay, in New-England. May 31ft. 1693. Being the Day for the Ele(5tion of
Couniellours, in that Province. By Increafe Mather. Prefident of Harvard
Colledge, in Cambridge, and Teacher of a Church at Bofion, in New-England.
Bene agere & Male audire Regium eft. Bofton, Printed and Sold, by Benjamin
Harris, Over againft the Old-Meeting-Houfe. 1693." Pp. 23. Our tranfcript is

made from a copy kindly furnilhed us by George Brinley, Efq., of Hartford.

The Sermon was on Ifaiah i. 26, " I will Reftore thy Counfellours as at the
Beginning."

P. 19. " And let us further add here, tliat it is very meet that perfons Nomin-
ated for Counfellours fhould be men of Eftate, and of fome Port in the World."

" Let me alfo fay to you who are the Reprefentatives of this

People, that it will not be prudence in you (at this time efpecially) to propofe fuch
Affiftants to the Governour as you cannot but know that He cannot Accept of,

and fo neceffitate him to make ufe of his Negative Voice, when He has no defire

to do it. And you cannot but know that whoever is Governour, He will judge it

necelTary that many of his Coiutcil fliould have their Habitations near to his, that

fo if any fudden Emergency or Danger to the Publick fhould happen, his Council
may be at Hand to Advife with. And you cannot but know that no Governour
will take thofe into his Council, who are Malecontents, and do what in them is,

to make others to be Difaffefted to the Government. No Governour can take
fuch men into his Bofome.
And as for your felf Excellent Sir, whom God has made the Captain over his

People in this Wildernefs, It is a very great Power which the Divine Providence
has put into your Hands, that you Hiould have a Negative on the Eledions of
this Day. A Power which I coxifefs neither you nor any one elfe fhould have
had, if any Intereft that I was capable to make, could have prevented it. You
know Sir, that I humbly argued againft it to the Kings Majefty, and to many of
His chief Minifters of State. But now I fee that God has ordered it to be as it

is in Mercy to this his People." &c., &c., &c., &c.
On p. 22, Mather urges IMs hearers to pray for the King and Queen. " A King

that has more than once or twice in my hearing and to me, exprefled a fingular

refpeft to His Good Subjefts in thefe Colonies." "A Queen that has
(to my certain knowledge) interceded with" the King, that He would be kind to

New-England."



TO THE

INHABITANTS
Of the Pi'ovince of the Majjfaclmfets-Bay

IN

N E W-EN GLAND

"ihat this Colony was happy as to Civil Govern-
ment whilft they Enjoyed their Former Charter,

is moft certain. Not that there were no imper-
fections attending that Firft Patent. Our Neigh-
bours in the other Colonies faw that there were

fome material Defedls therein, which are not in their Char-
ters, that were Granted after Ouj^s. But inafmuch as by
Vertue thereof, the Freemen had full Power to Chufe their

own Rulers, they could not be Miferable, unlefs by unhappy
Eleflio7ts they made themfelves fo.

That fome great Priviledges contained in the Old Charter,

are not in that which at Prefent we enjoy, is known to every

one : Neverthelefs there is that in it which calls for great

Thankfulnefs to God, whofe Providence has Smiled as well

as Frowned upon us. By Vertue of this Charter every man
is Confirmed in the Peaceable Enjoyment of his EJiate and
Property. Nor can any Taxes now be impofed on you, or

Laws
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Laws made, without your own confent by fuch Rcprefcnta-

tives as your felves iliall Chufe. And (which is a greater

matter) you are for ever delivered from all Impofitions on
Confcieiice, which not many years ago you were afraid of.

You may ferve God with all the freedom which your hearts

can defire. Nor can there be any Judge or Jiijiice of Peace^

but fuch as the Comifelloiirs, who are to affifl; the Governour
fliall confent unto. Nor any Coiinfelloiirs Confirmed befides

fuch as the Reprefcntatives of the Province fliall Nominate
to the Governour. Thefe are things which if you Height or

undervalue them, the Mofl High will doubtlefs be Offended.

Nor is a Miirmu7Hng Spirit the right way to obtain more.

When the Children of Ifrael Mttrmtired againfl thofe that

had been the Inftruments of their Salvation, what did they

get by it? For my own part. If I defire any thing in the

World, I Wifh your Profpeidty, and that you were in a Frame
fit for, and might enjoy all the Priviledges which your felves

can Wifli for, in Order to your own Happinefs. And I

thought I had given Demonflrations of my great affe6l;ion to

you, both whilft prefent with you, and abfent from you :

which notwithflanding fome ill men (Who they are I know
not) have caufed reports to flye about the Country, as tho

During my Negotiation for you in England, I never opened
my mouth for the Vindication of New-Engla7id, and never
endeavoured the Refloration of ancient Priviledges, but in

taking up with the prefent Charter (when more could not be
obtained) followed my own Opinion without the advice of

fuch as were your Friends ; and a6ted contrary to Inflruc-

tions received from the General Court. But if I never did

any thing for the Vindication of the People in this Province,

from the Afperfions cad upon "them by their Adverfaries, I

defire to know who it was that Publiflied the Narrative of
the Miferies of Nezu-England, and that afterwards wrote a

Firfl, Second, and Third, Vindication of the People there /

If
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If I never endeavoured the Reftoration of Old Charfer-

Privilcdges, by means of whofe Sollicitations was it, that

Votes were paffed in the Honourable Houfe of Commons,
that the Old Charter fliould be reftored, and a Bill wherein

the Judgment againft that Charter was Reverfed, a Copy
whereof I can produce ? And who was it that wrote and
difperfed Rcafons for the Confirmation of that Charter?
Or, that did oftentimes Humbly Addrefs Their Majefties,

and Their Principal Minifters of State concerning that

affair? Day and Night have feen. Heaven and Earth have
heard, both Worlds are Witneffes, with what Importunities

I have Sollicited both God and Man, for all your ancient

Priviledges, yea and for Additional unto them, according

to the Inftruclions which the General Court fent unto me,

about my attendance to every one of which I gave to the

General Affembly a Particular and Satisfacftory account at

my fir ft Arrival.

That I did not take one ftcp without the Advice of the

Wifeft and Beft Friends which Neiv-Ejigland has in Eng-
land : there are many in London can atteft. My Worthy
Dear Friend Mr. Matthezv Mead in a Letter to a Relation of

mine in Bofion, is pleafed thus to Write.

Mr. Mather, Has deferved highly of New-England, for
the unfai7iting Diligence and Indefatigable Endeavours he

has flowed in his Agency for that People. And whilefl

fome with you may perhaps wonder that he has obtained no
more, we here, who have the Advantage of a better ProfpeH:,

wonder that he has done fo much. And if men Reward not

his great work, and Labour of Love, I am fure God will.

What he has done has not been zvithout the Counfel and
Advice of the befi Friends that Country has iji this, both Par-
liament Men, Lawyer's and Minifiers ; and to be thankfulfor
what you have for the prefent is the way to get what you
want hereafter. Thefe are the words of Mr. Mead. It were

indeed
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indeed improper for me to produce a tenth part of the

Teftimonies wherewith no inconfiderable perfons have Spon-
taneoufly favoured and furniflied me to Juftify my integrity

in this matter ; neverthelefs, the Injuries done me (which I

cannot be fo Stoical as not at all to refent) fmce my Return
to Nezv-England, make it but a reafonable piece of Juftice to

my felf, to bring forth one or two more of them. Not only

Mr. Mead, but many other Eminent Minifters, with whom I

had the Happinefs of a free Converfation in London, for the

fpace of Three or Four Years, were fo kind as to fend a

Letter to the Ge^ieral Court in Bojion, Expreffmg their

Approbation of my Proceedings. The Letter bears Date,

OBober 17th. 1691. And is Subfcribed by T>x. Bates, Dr.

Atmejly, Mr. Griffith, Mr. Barker, Mr. Woodcock, Mr. A Ifop,

Mr. Hoiv,_ Mr. Mayo, and feveral Other Eminent Divines in

that City. Modefty would reftrain me from mentioning that

refpe(5tful Character they are pleafed to impofe upon me, did

not the Suggeffcions of fome Whifperers neceffitate thereunto,

that fo my Friends and Countrymen may be truly informed
concerning my tranfadions in their behalf Their words
are as foUoweth.

We nnfi give this ti^ue Tefiimony of Our much Efleemed
and Beloved Brother Mr. Increafe Mather, that zuith Inviolate

Integrity, Excellent Prudence, and Unfainting Diligence, He
has managed that gi^eat Bufincfs, committed to his t^ntfi. As
He is InftruBed in the School of Heaven to Minifier iii the

affaij^s of the Soul, fo He is furni/Jicd zvith a Talent to

tranfafl affairs of flate. His Proceedings have been with

that Caution and Circ^imfpefiion as is Correfpondent to the

zveight of His Commifjion. He zvith Courage and Conflancy

has purfued the Noble Scope of his Employinent, and tmder-

flajiding the true moment of things has preferred the Publick

Good to the vain conceits offome, that more might be obtained

if Peremptorily infifled on, Co7ifidering the open oppofitio?i

and
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andfecret arts that have been itfed to friijirate the bcfi Endeav-

oiirs for the Intej^eji of New-England, the happy Iffue of
things is fuperioiLr to our Expectations.

Your prefent Charter feciu^es Liberty and Property^ the

fairejl Flowers of the Civil State, and which is incotnparably

more valuable, it fecures the enjoyment of the Bleffcd Gofpel
in it's Ptwity and Freedom. Althd there is a rcflrai^it of
your Power i?i fome things, that zuere Granted in the former
Charter, jj/^/ there are more Ample Priviledges in other things

that may be of Petpetzial advantage to the Colony. We doubt

not butyonr faithfull Agent will receive a Gracious Reward
above ; and zue hope His fuccefsful Service zvill be welcomed

zi'ith yoicr entire approbation and grateful acceptance. Thus
thofe Reverend and Learned Perfons.

The Whifperers that have endeavoured to make people

believe that the Minifters who Subfcribed that Letter did

afterwards repent of their fo doing, are Forgers of Lies.

Nor would thofe Worthy Perfons account it any other than

a Caltcmny to have fuch a thing faid of them, Four or Five

of them having fince that Written Letters to fome in Bofion

of the fame Import with the Former. And fo have feveral

Gentlemen in London, whofe Sentiments and Expreffions

for the prefent I forbear to mention.

And whereas that Right Worfliipful Gentleman, Sr. Henry
AfJiurft, with whom I had the Honour to be Joyned in the

fame Agency, in behalf of this Colony, has bin unworthily

refledled on by fome Male-Contents ; for His Vindication as

well as My own, and that as the Inhabitants of this Province,

both fuch as are now Living, and fuch as fliall come here-

after, may fee, to whom they have (under God) bin Beholden,

for what Reftored Liberties and Confirmed Properties, they
now do, and are like to poffefs ; I Judge it proper and
neceffary to publifli fome paffages in his Letter fent to the

General
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General Affembly at Bofton, Dated December 2^th. 1691. In
which He thus Speaks.
I have not for above Twelve Months troubledyoiL with any

of my Letters, becatife I knoiu my Worthy Friend, Mr.
Mather, did not omit any opportunity of aequainting you
with every thing wherein your hitej^efl was concerned. IfJiall
not mzich Inlarge Mp07i the Services that Mr. Mather has
done, foryou have His True Charafler fent you by the Reve-
rend Dr. Bates, and other the inofl Eminent Minifiers iii and
about this Town. But I am fire He has been Faithful to

your Interefls, and diligent, and 2i7iwearyed in your fervice,

with neglefl of his Health. He hath lived here for You, and
deferveth the greatefl Marks of your Favour you can beflozv

071 him. Mr. Mather and My felf iji Trajifa^ing your
affairs did not leave any way tmattempted that the wifefi

Friends we could cofifult with, cotild di?^e^ us to. When the

King was Petitioned to make alterations i7i your Settle77ie7tt,

a7id to appoi7it a Govejmour, a7id other Ge7ieral Officers, we
thenjoy7ied ail 07ir i7itere/ls together, and obtai7ied the Naf}ii7ig

of every 07te of the77i, a7id other Priviledges that are not

gra7ited to a7iy other Pla7itation. No7ie have been mo7^e

i7zdifl7'iozis by all poffible mea7is the7i Mr. Mather, a7id My
felf to have obtai7ied yotir Old Charter. I hope Mr. Mather
will do 77ie thatjuffice, to affure you, that I have never 077iitted

a7iy opportu7iity of fe7^ving you to the uti7tofi of 77iy Power.
Thus that Worthy Gentleman.

I muft now do Him that Right He expeds from Me, before

all the World. And as I have elfewhere faid, I fay again, it

is not in the Povvei" of New-E7igla7id duely to Reward his

Endeavours. But to requite him with Cenfures, will not be

only Vile Ingratitude (the Compe7idium of all Evil) but

great Folly. You cannot loofe His Friendfliip alone : and
who will ever make an Intereft for you again, if He mufl be

rewarded with Sla7iders for all His Care and Pains t By
fuch
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fuch things you may foon make yourfelves Fricndlcfs, and
the mod miferable people in the World. Some Friends of

mine in England who were very willing I fliould fpend the

remainder of My days amongft them, told me, that they had
bin informed that the People of Neiu-England were always

2ingrateful lo their Publick Sei^vants, & that altho' they knew
I had with Induftry & Fidelity ferved them to the utmoft of

my Capacity, they doubted, whether they would be fenfible

of it or no. My reply to them was, that (with the Divine

Permiffion) I would go to N. Engl. & fee, and if I found
their prognoflications true, I fliould fee (the dear people in

Bojlon concurring with me) my Call clear to return to

England -^gTiAn. And now I cannot underftand but that the

Inhabitants of the Province do generally rejoyce in what
they at prefent enjoy. And their Reprefentatives did (the

laft year) not only thank me, but were fo civil as to propofe

a Reward for the fervice I had done for them, which I was
not free to except being defirous to convince my Country
that (as the Apoftle faid to his Corinl/iians) I have fought
them not theirs. And that I expe6l my Reward in another

World. Neverthelefs inafmuch as there are fonie (a fetv are

too many) ill Spirits who make it their defign, by Slanders

to difaffed; others, I have complyed with the advice of thofe

who perfwaded to the Publifliing thefe things that fo Credu-
lous perfons may not be impofed on by the invented flories

of a few Whifperers. I Remember that at My departure

from London, taking my leave of a Noble Perfonage, and
Craving His Lordfliips Advice what might be faid to fatisfy

the People of New-England, now they were deprived of fo

great a Priviledge as that of Chufmg their own Governour,
His Reply to Me was.

If they will be Diffatisfyed, it is Impoffible that they fliould

be Diffatisfyed at You, for Mankind knows that You did all

that you could to obtain that and all other Priviledges which
themfelves
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themfelves can wifli for. But were I in Your Cafe, at my
Return to New-England, I would fay to them, Gentleme^i, I
have brotight to You, the Beft Charter / could get for you,

'Tis m Your Power, whether you will accept of it or no ; If
you like it 7101you may if you pleafefend it back to the King,
and fend over a more Fortunate Agent / And let them Try
(faid my Lord) whether they can find a man in all New-
England that can get a better Charter for them, than you
have obtained.

The true and plain State of the Cafe was this : The
Colony lay a Bleeding for want of a Settlement as to Civil

Government. The General Court had in an Addrefs to the

King fignified, That the former Governour and Aff/lants
did not think it fafe, to Eiiter on the full Exercife of their

Old Charter Government, but did Accept of the Governuzent

for the prefent until by direHion from England, thc7'e fiould
be an Orderly Settlement. The Agents had no Inflrufiion

from their Principals not to fubmit unto whatever Settlement

fhould in England be concluded beft for them. So that if

they had refufed what was offered, they could not have
anfwered their fo doing. It is an Old Proverb, That half a

Loaf is better than no Bread. And 1 muft confefs I am not

of their Opinion, who if they cannot have every thing they

defire, they will have nothing; who prefer their Late Bondage
to t\\Q.\Y prefent Liberty ; who if they muft have a Governour
Set over them by the King, had rather have a bad than a

good man for fuch Reafons as I am not willing to mention.

The Lord pardon their Folly. And O my Soul come not

thou into their Secret, unto their Affembly be not thou United.

If after I have done my utmoft to Serve you, my Sollicitudes,

and the Difficulties that I have gone thro' for your fakes,

muft have a Requital with that which is known in New-
Engla7td hy the Infamous Name of Country-Pay, I truft the

Grace of God will keep me from being too fenfible of it. I

am
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am not Confcious to my felf of any hurt or wrong I have
done, unlefs four years hard Service for the prefervation of

your Liberty and Property, and the procuring of Gifts for

you from Royal and from other Benefa6lors of greater value

than all the Mony I did in that Time Expend on your
account, and all this without the leafl Reconpence be a

wrong to you. Forgive vie that wro7ig. You are at this day
faved from Slavery and Ruine. Whoever has been the

Inftruments of obtaining fuch Mercy for you, certainly you
will neither pleafe God nor Honour your/elves by abufmg
them. However you deal with Ale, be not unkind to others,

who have deferved well at your Hands. Neither Leffen

Divine or Royal Favours bellowed on you. I pray God it

may never be worfe with you as to Civil Government then it

is at prefent ; and then you will be in that refpe6l, as happy
a people as any on the Face of the whole Earth at this

Day.
If the Sermon herewith Emitted, caufe Praifes to that

God who has Reftored Cotin/ellors as at the Beginning ; &
Prayers for the continuance of fo great a BleJJing ; My
Defign in granting the Importunate Defires of many for its

Publication, will be attained. The Lord has Tryed New-
England with Signal Favours once more, having put them
into the hands of Rulers that feek their Welfare ; and He
waits to fee whether they will be Thankful, and fliew them-
felves fit for the continuance of fo great a Bleffmg ; but if

inflead of that fruit which he experts from fuch a people,

there fhall be found amongft them many Alurtnurers againft

God and his Servants, there is no reafon to think otherwife,

but that He will very fpeedily change the Tenour of his

Difpenfations towards us, which I Implore the Mercy of
Heaven to prevent

|gsi»2«s;



LETTER OF THE LONDON MINISTERS
TO THE GENERAL COURT.

^<^We have already printed {ante, p. 297,) that part of this Letter, which

was firfl printed in the Agent's Account. The whole letter is printed in

the " Reply to Calef " by Mather's friends, and we here give the parts

which precede and follow the fentences already copied.

' Much honoured Gentlemen,
' The reftoring your Charter, upon which the Security and Publick Good of

'your Colony depends, we Congratulate with as joyful Aflfeftions, as with tender
' Refentments we Condoled the deprivation of it. When your and our State was
' in appearance defolate beyond humane Counfel and Power to redrefs, then
' Deliverance came from above : and in our deep Darknefs, the Day-fpring from
'on High vifited us. We moll: humbly Admire and Adore the Glorious Author
' of that Bleffed work : And we cannot but pay our mofl Grateful Refpeds and
•Dutiful Subje6tion to His Chofen Servant, our Soveraign, the happy Inflrument
' of it. All the Colours of Language are not lively and grateful enough to
' exprefs His benefits to us. He has the Honour of Eilablifhing our Religion at
' home, and gives us hopes of Reftoring it abroad, in places from whence it has
'been Unrighteoufly and Cruelly expelled.

' Some among you may wonder there has been fo long delay before your
' Charter was finifht, but if you confider the Torrent of affairs in the Court after
' the Late Revolution, it will leiTen the wonder.

' The Truth is, your affairs were fo Difficult and Thorny, that the rare Union
' of the Wifdom of the Serpent and the Innocence of the Dove, was requifite in
' the Commiffioners managing of it. A peremptory Refufal of any Charter but
' of an uniform Tenor with the firft, had been like too flrong a Medicine that
' Exafperates the Difeafe inftead of Curing it. In affairs of great importance,
' 'tis wifdom maturely to deliberate and Confider conditional events, and by the
' forefight of Inconveniences that will otherwife follow, to accept of fuch things
' as are beft with refpeft to their Circumfiances.

'We muff therefore give this true Teftimony of our much Efl:eemed and
' ISeloved Brother,' &c., &c.
[The next fentence is as before printed. The lafl: reads as follows.}
' We doubt not but your Faithful! Agent will receive a Gracious reward above :

' and we hope his fuccefsfull Service will be welcomed with your entire approba-
'tion & grateful acceptance We now with ardent affections recommend our
' Dear Brother to the Divine mercy, that thro' fuch dangerous Seas he may
' fafely arrive at his defired place : And we earnefHy pray that the Bleffings of
' Heaven may be alwayes upon your Colony ;- that by the Light and Power of the
' Gofpel, the Prince of Darknefs may be expelled from his ancient Dominions

;

' and the Kingdome of our Saviour may be Eftablifhed & Enlarged by the
' Acceffion of the American Heathen to be His Inheritance.

' Much Honoured Gentlemen
' We are

' Your very Humble & Faithful Servants.'
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PREFATORY NOTE.

'"^ We propofe to place here certain ftatements relating to Mather's ads as

Agent to England, which were printed in the courfe of a controverfy relating to

the Witchcraft delufion. In 1693, Cotton Mather printed his " Wonders of the

Invifible World," and Robert Calef of Bolton was fortunately led thereby to

enter into a difpute with him in regard to the honefty of the diabolical manifefla.

tions. In 1700, Calef printed his "' More Wonders of the Invifible World," and

having been for feveral years difputing with both the Mathers, he did not hefitate

to repeat the unfriendly verfion of Increafe Mather's labors in obtaining the New
Charter, then current in New England. For this he had two opportunities given

him, first in part V of his book, (Drake's edition, vol. iii, pp. 18, 19,) where he

fpeaks of Sir William Phips's arrival. At this point Calef writes, " Agents being

in this time impowered in England, which no doubt did not all of them aft

according to the Minds or Interefts of them that impowered them, which is

manifefl: by their not a6ling jointly in what was done."

Before Calef had pafled his book through the prefs, Cotton Mather gave him a

much better opportunity to exprefs his opinions on the fuhjeft of the Agency, and

Calef fully availed of it. Cotton Mather publiflied in 1697, at London, a " Life

of Sir William Phips," and in it he gave a glowing account of his father's great

fervices. Such an account was perhaps warranted by the relations exilting

between Mather and Phips, but the fubjeft being thus open to difcuffion, Calef

promptly added a poftcript to his book in order to criticife the conclufions. After

noticing feveral errors in other matters, Calef gives the following account of the

Revolution here, and of Increafe Mather's ads as Agent. (Drake's edition, iii,

145-151-)

" Upon the Day of the Revolution here, tho the greateft part of the People
were for realTuming their Ancient Government, purfuant to his Royal Highnefs'

Proclamation
;
yet matters were fo clog'd, that the People were dilTmilt without

it, who did not in the lead: millrurt but that thole who were put out of the Gov-
ernment by Mr. Dudley^ would realfume : Mr. Broadjlreet, who had been then

Governour, being heard to fay tliat Evening, when returned home, Tliat had tiot

he tJioui^ht they would have reaffuiti'd, he luould not hai'e Jtirr'd out of his Houfe
that Day. But after this, forae that were driving at other matters, had opportu-

nities
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nities by Threats and other ways not only to prevail with that good Old Gentle-
man, but with the rert of the Government wholly to decline it ; which fome few
obferving, they took the opportunity to call themfelves a Committee of Safety,

and fo undertook to Govern fuch as would be govern'd by them.
" It has been an obfervation of long continuance that matters of State feldotn

•pro/per, when managed by the Clergy. Among the oppofers of the reaffuming
few were fo ftrenuous as fome of the Minifters, and among the Minifters none
more vehement than Mr. Cotton Mather., Paftor of the A'orth Church in Bojlon,
who has charged them as they would anfwer it another day to realTume. Among
his Arguments againft it, one was that it would be to put a flight upon his Father,
who, he faid, was in England., labouring for a compleat Reltoration of Charter
Privileges, not doubting, but they would be fpeedily obtain'd. Any Man that

knows New E?igland c?inno\. but be fenfible, that fuch Difcourfes from fuch Men,
have always been very prevalent. And hence it was that even thofe that would
think themfelves wronged, if they were not numbred among the beft Friends to

New-England, and to its Charter, would not fo much as ftoop to take it up,

when there was really nothing to hinder them from the Enjoyment thereof.
" After the Committee of Safety had continued about feven Weeks, or rather

af:er Anarchy had been fo long Triumphant, an AlTembly having been call'd

came to this refolve and laid it before thofe Gentlemen that had been of the
Government, that if they would not act upon the Foundation of the Charter, that

perfuant to it, the Affembly would appoint fome others in that Station. The
Anfwer to which was, that they would accept, &^c. And when a Declaration
fignifying fuch a reafluming, was prepared with the good liking of the Deputies,
in order to be publifhed, fome that were oppofers, fo terrified thofe Gentlemen,
that before publifhing it was underwritten [that they would not have it underftood
that they did reafTume Charter-Government] to the no fmall amazement of the
People, and difappointment of the Deputies, who if thefe had not proniifed fo to

aCt, had taken other care, and put in thofe that would.
" The ne.\t principal thing done was, they chofe two of their Members, viz.

one of the upper Houfe, the other of the lower, both of them Gentlemen of
known Integrity as well as ability, to go to England., in order to obtain their

Kefettlement ; and in regard Mr. /. Matlier was already there, they joined him,
as alfo a certain Gentleman in London with thefe other two : Thofe from hence
being arrived in London, they all unitf;d for the common luterefl of the Countrey,
though without the defired effe6l. They were in doubt, whether it were beft

to Improve their Utmoft for a reverfal of the Judgment in a Courfe of Law, or to

obtain it in a Parliamentary way, or to Petition his Majefty for a New Grant of
former Priviledges ; And confidering that the two firft might prove Dilatory and
Expenfive, as well as for other reafons, they refolved upon the latter, and Peti-

tion'd his Majefty for the Countries Refetdement, with former Privileges, and
what further additionals his Majefly in his Princely Wifdom fhould think fit.

Accordingly it pleafed his MajelVy to declare in Counfel his Determination, viz.

That there fhould be a Charter granted to New-England. But the Minutes then
taken thereof, and a Draught of the New-Charter being feen, it was the Opinion
of the two Gentlemen fent from hence, that it were beft to tarry his Majefties

return from Flanders ; in hopes then to obtain eafe in fuch things as might be
any ways deemed to be grievous. And this was the refult of the Advice of fuch

as
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as were beft able to give it, that they could meet with, and accordingly they

wholly defifted taking it out of the Offices.
" But Mr. Mather and that other Gentleman had, as it is faid, other advice

given them, which they ftrenuoully purfued, and his Majerty having left it as is

afferted in this of the Life of Sir William, P. 57, to them to nominate a Gover-
nour, they pitcht upon Sir William P/iips, who was then in England, [As the

moft likely and able to ferve the King's Interefts among the People there ;
under

the changes in fome things unacceptable now brought upon them, P. 62.] and
without tarrying for the concurrence of thofe other Agents, the Charter was taken

out, &^c.
" But Mr. Mather perhaps fearing hefhould have but fmall thanks here, for his

having fo far an hand in bringing upon them thofe unacceptable Changes, wrote,

and caufed to be Printed, an Account of his Negotiation, but furely by fome
Error in the Conception, it proved only an Embrio, and was ftifled as foon as

born. One indeed, defigned to be as it were a PojViumoiis, was left with Mr.
Bailey, formerly of Bojloti, and a Member of the North-Church, with a charge

not to fufter it to be feen till he were gone to New-Etigland; yet it feems fome
other perfon got a fight of it, which was the occafion of Mr. Mather''s fending him
that Minatory Epiftle, by fome call'd a Bull. But befides this, for fear of the

worft, Mr. Mather got feveral Non-con Minifters to give him a Teftimonial, or

Letters of Commendations for his great Service herein.
" In the mean time, Mr. Cotton Mather, being in fome doubt of the fame thing,

handed about a Paper of Fables ; wherein his P^ather under the Name of Mer-
curius, and himfelf under the Name of Orpheus, are extoll'd, and the great A6tions

of Mercuritis magnified ; the prefent Charter exalted, by trampling on the former,

as being very defeftive, and all thofe call'd unreafonable that did not readily agree

with the New one : And indeed the whole Country are compared to no better than

Beafts, except Mercurius and Orpheus; the Governour himfelf muft not Efcape
being termed an Elephant, tho as good as he was great, and the Inferiours told

by Orpheus that for the quiet Enjoyment of their Lands, &^c. they were beholding
to Mercurius. Tho this Paper was judged not convenient to be Printed, yet

fome Copies were taken, the Author having fliown variety of Heathen Learning
in it.

" This is in fliort that eminent Service for which the faid Mr. /. M. is in the

prefent Book fo highly extol'd. In fo many Pages, that to repeat them were to

tranfcribe a confiderable part of the faid Book."

This public attack upon Increafe Mather was foon anfwered by the publication

of a pamphlet entitled " Some Few Remarks upon a Scandalous Book againft

the Government and Miniftry of New-England, written by one Robert Calef.

Detecting the Unparrallel'd Mahce & Falfehood of the faid Book ; and Defend-

ing the Names of feveral particular Gentlemen, by him therein afperfed & abufed.

Compofed and Publifhed by feveral Perfons belonging to the Flock of fome of

the Injured Paftors and concerned for their Juft Vindication. Truth will Come

off Conqueror. Bofton, N. E. Printed by T. Green, Sold by Nicholas Boone,

1701." Small 8vo, pp. 72.

The
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The refponfible authors were Obadiah Gill, John Barnard, John Goodwin,

William Robie, Timothy Wadfworth, Robert Cumbey, and George Robinfon, all

members of the Second Church in Bofton. A large portion of the pamphlet was

compofed of materials avowedly furnifhed by the Mathers, and the following

items maybe fpecially mentioned. P. 12, a letter from Rev. Matthew Mead, and

p. 13, an extraft from one from Sir Henry Afliurft, both printed in 1693, in

Mather's Preface to his Eleftion Sermon, [ante, p. 308.) Pp. 14-17, the Letter

from the London minifters to the General Court, in praife of Mather, publillied

in the Agents' Account, [atite, p. 297-8.) Pp. 22-28 contain a ftatement by Increafe

Mather on a point concerning the negotiation of the New Charter herewith

reprinted in the following pages, 319-323. Pp. 34-59 are given to a letter from

Cotton Mather in his own defenfe. There are a few other documents incorpo-

rated in the text, but at the end a poftcript figned by the two Mathers formally

denies that they were the writers of any portion of the book, except of courfe of

the letters attributed to them.

We have no intention of entering into the Calef controverfy, and have fimply

taken out thofe documents which bear upon the hiftory of the grant of the New
Charter.



INCREASE MATHER'S

Account of a Part of his A£ts as Agent,

As given in a Pamphlet by his friends

in Reply to Robert Calef, in 1701.

hen the King was pleafed to give a pofitive Com-
mand that the Charter of New-England fliould

be difpatched, it was not for the Agents to fay,

it fliall not be fo. True it is, that all the Agents
when they faw what Minntes would be inferted

in the Charter, were defirous of a delay until the Kings
happy return to England. And I may without vanity fay,

no man laboured to have it fo, more than my felf. I prayed
Arch-Bifliop Tillotfon to intercede with the Qtceen for this

favour to us, who at my requeft did fo. Moreover, I drew
up feveral Reafons againft that which in the Minutes of the

New Charter is moft grievous to us, which were by Sir

Henry A/Jiurji and my felf delivered to His Majefties

Attourney General on July 24, 1691 ; and which I did alfo

fend to my Lord Sidney, one of His Majeflies principal

Secretaries of State, then with the King in Flanders. I

now thought that there would be no further proceedings

about the Charter for New-England before His Majejiies

return. Phyficians 2i^\'\{*tdi me to go into the Conntrey and
ufe
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ufe the Mineral waters for the recovery of my impaired
Health. Before I had been there Three weeks, I was to my
furprize fent for to Lojidofi, with information that the King
had fignified His Royal Pleafure to the Earle of N'otting-

ham, that there fliould be a procedure with a Cha^'ter for the

Majfaclmfetts Colony, according to the Minutes that the

Lords of the Committee for Pla7itatio7is had agreed to, not-

withftanding the Obje6lions of the Agents to the Contrary.

A certain Perfon then in the world, gave out that I was
impofed on, and made to believe that fuch a Signification of

His Majeliies Pleafure was fent to the Secretary of State,

when there was no fuch thing. I therefore prayed the Earle

of Nottinghajn (who was then the principal Secretary of

State), to be fo kind, as to order his Clerk to give me a Copy
of what the King had ordered fliould be done, which his

Lord/Jiip was pleafed to gratify me in, and I ftill have the

Original Copy written with the hand of his Lordfliips Clerk,

by me. It is in thefe words.

Extra6l of a Letter from my Lord Sidney to my Lord
Nottingham. Dated

Court, Aug. lo, 1 69 1.

iHa Corlr.

/ have received your LordJIiips of July 31. and have

JJiewed it to the Ki7ig, and the Enclofed order upon the Report

of the Committee of Plantations, totiching the Minutes for a
Charter for the Maffachufetts Colony, zvherein His Majejlies

further Pleafure is defered. I am now commanded by the

King to letyour Lo7'dfliip kjiow that he doth approve of what
the Committee hath done in that matter, and can by no means
admit of the Objen:ions of the Ageitts of the faid Colony, and
therefore would haveyour LordfJiip proceed accordingly.

This is a true Copy compared with the Original

Hicljarb lllarrc.
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Now let the world Judge, yea and Robert Calef's Con-
fcience (if it be not feared) judge, whether he has done well

to endeavour to Blemifli my Reputation in Print, by infinu-

ating as if I had done amifs in not flopping the proceedings

in the Charter for this Province, when it was not in my
power to do it. Yet neverthelefs, after this I obtained thofe

claufes in the Charter, which Confirm all donations to

Schools of Learning, and all Grants of Lands by former

General Courts &c., to be inferted in the prefent Charter

:

for which better men than Robert Calef are of Opinion that

the Countrey owes me Thanks. I fliall further add, that

after the Charter was finiflied feveral Right Honourable
Perfons faid to me, they were glad of what was gained, and
they could affure me that if the proceedings had been
delayed until the Kings return, more would not have been
obtained.

I hear that fome of Robert Calef's Abettors whifper, that

the Reverend Minifters at London Repented of their writing

fuch a Letter of Atteftation to my Fidelity, and that in a

Fajl they bewailed their Sin in that matter. It mufl needs
be Malice that has invented fuch a Ridiculous Story. Had
it been True, it is very Strange that none of them would
fignify it to me, but the contrary. Part of this was whifpered

feven Years ago, when in Print I charged the Authors of

that report to be Forgers of Lies}"^'^ It was particularly

whifpered, that the Reverend Mr Quick Repented of his

Subfcribing the Letter. Whereupon I wrote to him con-

cerning it, and Mr. Quick returned an Anfwer in thefe

words.

You write offome perfons, who have Reported my Repent-

ance for Subfcribing your Atteftation. Sir, I have not the

Command of other mens Tongues. As for W. he is a man
to

'"^ See Preface to his Election Sermon, atite p. 307.
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to ivJiom I am an utter Stranger, having never heard his

Name before I read it in your Letter. Another and /, had
fome Difcottrfe abotit yoit. The Suin of my Anfiver to them
was this, I k7iew you to be a Learned and Prttdent man, and
believed you to be one Fearing God, aiid therefore durfl not
Credit zvhat any one fiould fay of yoil in yo2ir Abfe7tce.

And Lpray you let not other mens Reports of me, at fo gi-eat

a difiance be Credited againfl me. I Sitbfcribed the Letter

Voluntarily and Confcientionfy, as / believe did all thofe other

Revered Miiiifiers zvho gave you their Llands : and / know
nothing to the eojitrary, zvhy L fJiould not joyn in fuch Good
Company.

Thus writes the Reverend Mr Quick.

Moreover when the Famous Dr. Annefly was informed
that fome Reported as if he Repented of his having Set his

Hand to that Letter, he replyed with fome warmth of Spirit
;

Lf there be any need of it, L will Set both my Hands to it

:

For Mr Mather did well, when he could 7iot pofjibly obtain

moj'e for his Countrey, to take np with the befl he could get.

I am alfo told that there are fome men who formerly had
no great kindnefs for Robert Calef but are now, becaufe of

his reviling me and my Son (which not a little gratifies the

Enemies to the Holy Churches of New-England) become
his great Friends ; and that thefe complain that I fpent the

Countrey a great deal of Money during my Agency in their

behalf Thefe little men know not what it is to attend in

the Courts of Kings for Four Years together; if they did,

they would not make that objedlion. And fure I am, that

when I did at the defire of many principal perfons in the

Countrey, undertake a Voyage for England in April 1688,

People in this Province would gladly have given Ten times

more than what I expended in their Service, on condition

they
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they might have Reflored and Confirmed to them what they
now enjoy: yea, if it had been but in one Article of it. But
befides this I may truely affirm, that in effed I ferved the

Countrey on Free Coji. For I never demanded the leaft

Farthing as a Recompence for the Time I fpent in attending
on their Affairs, but inftead thereof, I procured in Donaiiojis

for the Pubhck (befides the Priviledges of the Charter it felf

which though not fo great as I would have had & as I would
gladly have parted with all I have in this world to have
purchafed, are greater than any other Plantations befides

Ahw-Engiand enjoyes: I fay, befides thefe things I fecured
in Donations to the Province and the Colledge) at leaft Nine
Httndred Pounds more than all the Expences of my Agency
came to. This being plain matter of Pafi, which the whole
General AJfembly once had laid before them, I fuppofe all

Reafonable men will own That Reproaches caft on me for

my Expenjivencfs in the Public Service are moft Ungrateful
and Unworthy.



PREFATORY NOTE.

"0 Calef, in his " More Wonders," (Drake's edition, iii. 151,) fays that about

the time that Increafe Mather was preparing the Narrative of his Agency, Mr.

Cotton Mather " handed about a Paper of Fables ; wherein his Father under

the Name of Merctirius and himfelf under the Name of Orpheus are extoll'd,

and the great aflions of Mercurlus magnified." " And indeed the whole

Country are compared to no better than Beafts, except Meracrius and Orpheus,

the Governour himfelf muft not efcape being termed an Elephant, tho' as good

as he was great, and the Inferiours told by Orpheus that for the quiet Enjoyment

of their Lands &^c they were beholding to Merctirius. Tho' this Paper was

judged not convenient to be printed, yet fome Copies were taken, the Author

having fhewn a variety of Heathen Learning in it." (See a7tte, p. 317.)

Although the fa6l efcaped the careful eye of Calef 's editor, S. G. Drake, Efq.,

this Paper of Fables was printed from the manufcript in 1825, in the MafTachu-

fetts Hiftorical Society's Colleflions, 3rd Series, i. 126-133. It will be found

among the fo-called Hutchinfon Papers, in which colleftion alfo is printed the

firft draft of Increafe Mather's "Brief Relation of the State of New England,"

{ante, pp. 148-170.)

The editors of that volume of the " Colleflions " were undoubtedly ignorant

of the authorfhip of the Fables ; but now that it is afcertained, and their meaning

made apparent, it feems proper to reprint them in connection with the other

documents on the fame fubjeft.



POLITICAL FABLES,
BY

COTTON MATHER.

1. The New Settlement of the Birds in New England.

HE birds had maintained good order among
themfelves for feveral years, under the flielter of

charters by Jupiter granted to feveral flocks

among them : but heaven, to chaftife many faults

too obfervable in its birds, left them to be de-

prived of their ancient fettlements. There were birds of all

forts in their feveral flocks; for fome catched fifh, fome lived

upon grains ; the woodpeckers alfo made a great figure

among them ; fome of them fcraped for their living with

their claws ; and many fupplied their nefl:s from beyond fea.

Geefe you may be fure there were good ftore, as there are

everywhere. Moreover, when they had lofl; their charters,

thofe poetical birds called harpies became really exiflent, and
vifited thefe flocks, not fo much that they might build nefl:s

of their own, as plunder and pull down the nefts of others.

2. There were many endeavours ufed by an eagle and a

goldfinch, afterwards accompanied with two more,—no lefs

deferving
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deferving the love of all the flocks, than defirous to ferve

their intereft,—that flew into Jupiter s palace, for the refet-

tlement of good government among the birds. Thefe
endeavours did for awhile profper no further than to flop

the inroads of harpies or locufls ; but at length Jupiter's

court was willing that Jupiter's grace, which would have
denied nothing for the advantage of them, whofe wings had
carried them a thoufand leagues to ferve his empire, fliould

not be hindered from giving them a comfortable fettlement,

though not exa(ftly in their old forms.

3. Upon this there grew a difference of opinion between
fome that were concerned for the welfare of the birds.

Some were of opinion, that if Jupiter would not reinftate

the birds in all their ancient circumftances, they had better

accept of jufl; nothing at all, but let all things be left for the

harpies to commit as much rapine as they were doing when
they were eje6ling every poor bird out of his neft, that

would not, at an excefflve rate, produce a patent for it ; and
when Canary birds domineered over all the flocks. Others
were of opinion, that the birds ought rather thankfully to

accept the offers of Jupiter; and if anything were yet griev-

ous, they might fliortly fee a fitter feafon to afk further

favours, efpecially confidering that Jupiter made them offer

of fuch things as all the other American birds would part

with more than half the feathers on their backs to purchafe.

He offered that the birds might be everlaftingly confirmed

in their titles to their nefts and fields. He offered that not

fo much as a twig fliould be plucked from any tree the birds

would roofl; upon, without their own confent. He offered

that the birds might confl:antly make their own laws, and
annually choofe their own rulers. -He offered that all ftrange

birds might be made uncapable of a feat in their council.

He offered that it fliould be made impoffible for any to dif-

turb the birds in finging of their fongs to the praife of their

Maker,
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Maker, for which they had fought liberty in the wildernefs.

Finally, he offered that the kingVfi flier fliould have his

commifflon to be their governour until they had fettled what
good orders among them they pleafed ; and that he fliould

be more concerned than ever now to defend them from the

French kites that were abroad. The king's-fiflier indeed
was to have his negative upon the birds, but the birds were
to have a negative too upon the king's-fiflier ; and this was
a privilege beyond what was enjoyed by the birds in any of

the plantations, or even in Ireland itfelf.

4. The birds, not being agreed in their opinion, refolved

that they would refer it to reafonable creatures to advife

them upon this question—which of thefe was to be chofen

;

but when the reafonable creatures heard the queftion, they

all declared none that had any reafon could make any
queftion of it.

1 1. The Elcphanfs Cafe a little Jlated.

WHEN Jupiter had honoured the elephant with a

commiffion to be governour over the wildernefs,

there were certain beafls that began to quarrel with him for

accepting that commiffion. The chief matter of mutter
among themfelves was to this purpofe : They had nothing
to fay againfl; the elephant ; he was as good as he was great

;

he loved his king and country better than himfelf, and was
as univerfally beloved. But (they faid) they feared he was
but a flioeing-horn ; in a year or two either Ifgrim the wolf,

or Bruin the bear, would fucceed him. Jupiter's conimif-

fions may come into fuch hands as wifl nioft cruelly opprefs

thofe, whom Jupiter nioft gracioufly defigns to protecft.

2. The elephant underflood thefe growlings, and affem-

bling the malecontents, he laid thefe charms upon them :

" My
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" My countrymen, 'tis I that have kept off the flioe, whereof
ye are fo afraid. I had refufed the commiffion for your
government, if I had not feen that you had certainly come
into Ifgrim's or Bruin's hands upon my refufal. My defire

is, that Jupiter may have the fatisfadion of feeing you faved

from the dangers of perifliing either by divifion among your-

felves, or by invafion from abroad, was what caufed me to

accept my commiffion. Befides, Jupiter hath now favoured

you with fuch circumftances, that if Ifgrim or Bruin them-
felves fliould come, they could not hurt you without your
own confent. They might not raife one tax, or make one
law, or conftitute one civil office, or fend one foldier out of

the province, without your concurrence. And if, after all

that I have done for you, not only employing of my purfe,

but alfo venturing my life to ferve you, you have no better

name for me than a flioeing-horn, yet I have at leaft obtained

this for you, that you have time to fliape your foot, fo as,

whatever flioe comes, it fball fit eafy upon you."

3. Upon this the whole forefl, with grateful and cheerful

hearts, gave thanks unto the elephant ; and they afpired to

fuch an exercife of reafon, in this as well as in other cafes,

that they might not be condemned to graze under Nebu-
chadnezer's belly.

III. Mercury s Negotiatio7i.

MERCURY had been long diverted from his defired

employment of carrying meffages between earth and
heaven, by his agency in Jupiter's palace on the behalf of

the flieep, for whom he was willing to do the kindnefs of a

fhepherd. It grieved his heart within him to fee the beafts

of prey breaking in upon the flieep, after their folds had
been by the foxes broken down.

2. He
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2. He laboured with an affiduous diligence to get the

flieep accommodated in all their expedations : but after long

waiting and feeking to get their folds rebuilt after the old

fafliion, he found it neceffary to comply with fuch diredlions

as Jupiter, by the advice of Janus, had given for the new
fliaping of the folds ; otherwife he faw the poor flieep had
been left without any folds at all ; and he could not but

confefs, the new modelling of the folds would more effedlu-

ally defend them, in thefe days of common danger, from the

wolves, though fome inconveniences in it had caufed him
always to ufe all means for the flieep's better fatisfadlion.

3. When Mercury returned to the flieep, he found them
flrangely metamorphofed from what they were, and miferably

difcontented. He found that fuch things as the fheep would
have given three quarters of the fleece on their backs to

have purchafed, when he firfl went from them, they were
now fcarce willing to accept of. He found that there were,

(though a few,) which had the flcins of fheep on them, and
yet, by their claws and growls, were indeed, he knew not

what. He was ready to inquire, whether no mad dogs had
let fall their flaver upon the honeft flieep, flnce he found
here and there one begun to bark like them, and he feared

whether thefe diftempers might not hinder their ever being

folded more.

4. Orpheus had an harp, which fometimes formerly had
reduced the beafts unto a temper little fhort of reafon, and
being jealous left the hard cenfures bleated out againft Mer-
cury (as if he had been the caufe of their new forms now
brought upon the folds) might produce ill effedts, he improved
his harp upon this occafion. I don't remember the rhythm
of his notes, but the reafon was to this purpofe :

" Pray, all

you friends, which of Mercury's adminiftrations is it whereat
you are fo much offended ? Are you angry becaufe he
evidently ventured the ruin of his perfon and family by the

circumftances
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circumflances of his firft appearance In Saturn's palace for

you ? Are you angry becaufe, for divers years together, he
did, with an induftry indefatigable to a prodigy, folicit for

the reftoration of your old folds ; but with a vexation like

that of Syfiphus, who was to roll a great ftone up an high
hill, from whence he was prefently kicked down, fo that the

labour was all to begin again ? Are you angry becaufe he
has employed all the intereft which God has wonderfully

given him with perfons of the greateft quality, to increafe

the number of your powerful friends: addreffmg the king
and queen, the nobility, the convention and the parliaments,

until the refettling of your old folds was mod favourably

voted for you ? Is your anger becaufe the fignal hand of

heaven overruled all thefe endeavours ? Or is your difplea-

fure that he hath coil you a little money to fupport his

negotiations ? I am to tell you, that he fpent two hundred
pounds of his own perfonal eftate in your fervice—never like

to be repaid. He made over all his own American eftate,

that he might borrow more to ferve you. At length he has

obtained in boon for your college, and in the bounty, which
he lately begged of the royal Juno, (a bounty worth more
than fourteen or fixteen hundred pounds fterling,) got more
for you than he has yet expended for your agency. Had
you not ftarved your own caufe, you had never miffed fo

much as you fay you have of your own expedlations. Be-

fides, how came you to have your title to all your lands and
properties confirmed for ever ? Not one of you doth own
one foot of land, but what you are now beholden to Mercury
for your being undifiurbed in it. Are you difpleafed becaufe

you have not a reverfion of the judgment againft your folds?

It was none of his fault; and had fuch a thing happened,
you had then been far more miferable than you are now like

to be : for both Plymouth and the eaftern provinces had
been moft certainly put under a commiffion government ; fo

likewife
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likewife had Hampfliire ; and if they fliould have a Brellin,

yet his government would have reached as far fouth as Salem
itfelf. How finely had your flock been deprived of your
trade by this, and fqueezed into an atom ! Nor could you
have proceeded again, as formerly, upon your charter, with-

out being quo-warrantoed. Are you difpleafed becaufe he
did accept of Jupiter's offers ? I fay he did not accept, and
the way is left open for you to recover all the liberties you
would have, when you fee a time to move in a legal way for

it. Yea, he did abfolutely reje6t as many of the offers as he
could, and procured them to be altered. The reft he did

not refufe, becaufe you had infallibly been left open to a

weftern condition, if he had gone on to proteft. Moreover,

you yourfelves had forbidden him to refufe. Are you
troubled becaufe your liberties, whether as Chrifl:ians or as

Engliflimen, are fully fecured ? Are you troubled becaufe

you have privileges above any part of the Englifli nation

whatfoever, either abroad or at home } Are you troubled

that your officers are to be for ever your own ; fo that, if

you pleafe, you may always have your judges as at the firft,

and the counfellors as at the beginning? Is it your trouble

that, by being without your charter, you are put into a

condition to do greater and better things for yourfelves than

the charter did contain, or could have done ? Did any man
living more zealoufly oppofe thofe one or two things that

you account undefirable, than this faithful Mercury, at whom
you fret for thofe things.'' Or mufl: very much good be

frowardly thrown away, becaufe 'tis not all ? If you would
have more, don't blame your Mercury that you have fo

much."—So fang Orpheus, and, for the better harmony of

the mufick, eleven more of the celeftial chorifters joined

with him in it.

5. The found of thofe things caufed the flieep to be a

little better fatisfied ; but Mercury was not much concerned
whether
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whether they were or no, for he looked elfewhere for all the

reward of his charitable undertakings ; and he knows, he
that would do froward flieep a kindnefs mufl do it them
againft their wills ; only he wifhed the flieep would have a
care of all fnakes in the grafs, who did mifchief by infinu-

ating, and employed their hiffes to fow difcord.

IV. An additio7tal Story of the Dogs and the Wolves, the

Subftance of which was ufed, an hundred and fifty Years
ago, by Melan^hon, to unite the Proteflants.

THE wolves and the dogs were going to meet each other
in a battle, upon a certain old quarrel that was between

them
; and the wolves, that they might know the ftrength of

the dogs aforehand, fent forth a fcout.

2. The fcout returned, and informed the wolves that the
dogs were more numerous than they. Neverthelefs, he bid
them not be difcouraged ; for the dogs were not only divided
into three or four feveral bodies, which had little difpofition

to help one another, but alfo they were very quarrelfome
among themfelves. One party was for having the army
formed one way, and another party another. Some were not
fatisfied in their commanders ; and the commanders them-
felves had their emulations. Nor did there want thofe among
them, that accounted it more neceffary to lie down where
they were, and hunt and kill flees, than march forth to fubdue
wolves abroad. In fhort, there was little among them but
fnapping and fnarling at one another; And therefore, faid he,

monfieurs, let's have at them : we fliall eafily play the wolf
upon them that have played the dog upon one another.

3. This is a flory fo old, that, as the good man faid, I hope
it is not true.
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